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Meet the New Faculty!: There are two new anthropology faculty members
at Bloomsburg University for the Spring 1988 semester.

Dr. Flora Church is replacing Professor Reeder while he Is on
sabbatical for the spring semester. Dr. Church comes to us from Ghio
State University where she completed her Ph.D. in March 1987. Her
diggertation research i{s In archaeology, but she has interests In
physical anthropology as well. Her dissertation focused on the
transition from the Late Woodiand to Late Prehistoric cultures
In the Central Scioto Valley In Ohlo, a time period which stretches from
500 AD to 1250 AD. She also has interests in the Lowland Maya and
formative Mesoamerica. She has had an extensive background in classroom
Instruction at Ohlo State and comes to us highly recommended by both her
former students and her teaching colleagues.

Professor Kim Lanphear was hlred to teach addltional Introductory
sections in anthropology for the spring semester. Ms. Lanphear taught
at the State University of New York at Albany and Sklidmore College
before Jolnlng us. She ls completing her dissertation at SUNY-Albany,
focusing on a paleopathological and demographic study of 300 skeletons
excavated from a 19th century Amer)ican poorhouse In Rochester, New York.
Her major area of Interest is in the prehlstory and history of human
dlsease. She has a background in both physlcal anthropology, primarily
osteology, and archaeology. She also was highly recommended to us as a
popular and effectlve Instructor.

We hope that both Flora and Kim will have an enjoyable and
productive semester at Bloomsburg.

Summer Field School in Archaeoloagy: The anthropology program will be
sponsoring 1ts second summer fleld school in archeology from May 16 to
July 1. The seven week fleld school will focus on research In Columbla
County; the project will produce the first systematic survey of
archaeologlical sites In this region. Students will recelve Instruction
In archaeological survey and excavation, sampling strategles, mapping,.
recording techniques, analysis and Interpretation. In addition to fleld
experience, students will be glven classroom presgsentatlions on the
culture history of Pennsylvania, the natural history of the area,
archaeclogical problem solving and hypothesis testing.

The Field School is offered as 46.301, Field Archaeology, for
either 3 or 6 credits. Those interested in more Information should
contact Ellse Brenner at 4334.




The Garbage Prolect: While most archaeologlists have concentrated on the
human past, one group of researchers at the Unlversity of Arizona has
focused on the present by conducting a carefully controlled study of
household wastes In Tucson. This work, which [s under the supervision
of Willlam Rathje, 18 used to teach samplling technlques to archaeology
students and to test the valldity of assumptlions made by archaeologlists
about human waste In hlstorlc and prehlstorlic sites. The work has also
been used to test the valldity of research techniques used by other
gocial sclentists. The research so far shows a significant difference
between what people tell researchers and what they actually do. For
Instance, one study in Tucson In 1973, desligned to learn the rate of
alcohol consumption in the clty, used a questlionnaire to demonstrate
that 15% of respondent households admltted consuming beer, and none
admitted drinklng more than 8 cans a week. Analysis of the garbage from
the same area, however, showed that 80% of the households consumed beer,
and 50% discarded more than 8 cans per week.

Another Interesting finding of the project was that when beef
prices hit an all-time high in 1973, so did the amount of beef wasted by
Tucson households. The same relationship occurred in 1975 when sugar
became scarce. If It could be true that people waste more in times of
gscarclty, this could lead to a reinterpretation of past human sites.

More recently, Rathje has challenged assumptions about contemporary
garbage made by a commentator i{n the New York Times. In a letter to the
Timeg on January 26, 1988, Rathje says the writer was mistaken when he
assumed that styrofoam fast-food packaging was the major culprit In
growlng urban waste. Rathje reports that his research in Tucson (now
expanded to Include samples In Chlcago and San Franclsco) shows that
gtyrofoam packagling accounts for only .27% of garbage by volume. This
contrasts with the popular perceptlon of the gltuation in which
respondents report that fast-food packaging accounts for between S and
35%. By comparison, newspapers, which are easlly recyclable, account
for 14.11% of waste by volume. By comparison with fast-food packaging,
digposable baby dlapers represent a much larger problem, accounting for
1.01% of waste by volume. A proposed blll In the New York Clity Councl!
to control fast-food wastes wlll, therefore, have little impact on urban
waste problems.

Predictably, Rathje sums up hls work as follows: "It was not a
pleasant task, but someone had to do |t.*®

Anthropoloay Club News: The Anthropology Club has reorganized for the
spring semester with Denlse Etrlis serving as president. The Club has a
full slate of activities for the spring. On February 3, the Club is
sponsoring a movie on apartheld, *South Africa Belongs to Us," in the
Kehr Union Multipurpose Room C at 7:30 PM. On February 4, the Club Is
sponsoring a cross-cultural feast with the Internatlonal Club at Falth
Warner’s house. 0On February 20, the Club will travel to Penn State
Unlversity to view the Anthropology Museum there (see Elise Brenner for
more detalls). On March 23rd, the Club will] sponsor the movie, "Songs
of the Fourth World," about the Hopl Indians In KUB Multipurpose Room C
at 7:30. PFlnally, there are plans coming together for an overnight trip
to Washington, D.C. on the 3rd or 4th weekend In March. If you are




interested in Jolning and particlpating in these actlvities, please see
Denlse or any of the anthropology faculty.

The Anthropolioqist‘s Cookbook: This Greek island reclipe produces a
pastry that Is an Easter treat called Melltera. The pastry Is
essentlally a minilature cheese cake made llke a Jam tart.

For the pastry:

8 oz of flour 4 to 6 oz of butter
2 or 3 tbsp of cold water

Rub butter Into flour and add cold water. Xnead gently unt!l flour and

butter are Incorporated, taking care not to handle the pastry too much.

Roll out on a floured board to a thlckness of about 1/4 cm. Cut out the
cases with a heavy glass tumbler.

For the filllng:

8 0z cottage cheese or curd cheese 2 eggsg
8 oz of sugar 2 or 3 oz of flour
1/2 tsp vanilla

Blend the cheege and sugar In a liguidizer. Add two well-beaten eggs
and flour, blending as well. Add vanllla. Place a spoonful of cheese
mixture on each pastry case, which must elther be plnched around the
sides to prevent cheese from 3spllling out or placed in Jam tart tins.
Sprinkle tarts with a little sugar and cinnamon. Bake for 30-40 minutes
at 350.

Margaret Kenna, the anthropologist who provided this recipe, adds this
commentary: "As there were no Jjam tart tins (on the Island), the tarts
were given sides by plinching the pastry together at Intervals until the
mixture was held In a star-shaped container. The pastry-pinchling gave
rise to a lot of teasing and gigg!ing about who llked to be plnched
where and by whom, and this led on to a discussion of the ethics and
aesthetics of varlous methods of contraception practliced on the lsland.”®
From: a P ‘ sookhbook, edlted by Jesglca Kuper, New York:
Universe Books, 19?? pp 34 36

Donald Johanson Comes to Bloomshburg: The physical anthropologist and

author Donald Johanson wil! speak at Bloomsburg on February 29.

Johanson is the discoverer of “Lucy,? an early human ancestor generally
labeled Australoplthecus afarensls, as well as the author of the
best-selling book of the same name. While final pians have not yet been
reallzed for hls presentations, It i underatocd by the BU anthropology
faculty that Dr. Johanson wiil speak to on2 class durlng the day, talk
Informally with faculty and Interested students later that day, and make
a formal presentation In the evenlng of the 29th. The Anthropology Club
will be providing publicity for the talks once final! plans are made.

Mental Retardation lp Tribal & Peasant Socleties: When BU
anthropologists talk about child rearing in other cultures, we are often
asked about the care of mentally retarded chlldren In other cultures.







but chemlical technlques exist to halt the decay process. The body in
question was of a young man, who had had hlg throat cut, his windplpe
crushed, and his face held under water. Desplite this, researchers
decided on the basis on the faclal expression and the conditlon of
muscle tissue at death that the man went voluntarlly to his death.
Subsequent regearch has focused on interpreting what had happened.

Researchers believe that the man was not an ordinary citizen of the
agricultural soclety to which he belonged. He seemed to be in good
health at the time of his death, and he lacked calluses on his hands,
suggesting that he had not been a laborer. The key to Interpreting his
death was hls stomach contents, his last meal having been a scorched
bannock cake., It Is known from historic sources that Celtic culture
used bannock bread In a ritual manner to select candidates by lot for
speclal purposes. A griddle cake of bannock was prepared, with one edge
being burned. The cake would then be broken Into pleces, which were
then placed In a bag. Candidates would draw pleces from the bag, and
the one with the burned piece would be chosen. In this case, the
selection appears to have been for ritual sacrifice. Certaln Celtlc
gods were propitiated by human sacrifice, the manner of death indicating
the god Involved. The god Tarainis was traditionally honored by
beheading or bludgeoning; the god Esus called for a cut throat; and
Teutates was honored by drownings. The young man whose body was
recovered was so highly thought of that he was offered in sacrifice to
all three of these gods.




