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1v's Qur Twelfth Year! It seems hard to believe that it was tuwelve
vears ago that Bob Reeder put out that first mimeograpned newsietter fcc
circulation in anthropclogy ciasses. We now distripute 250 cories of
each issue to interested stuaents, faculty, adminlistrators ana alumnij.
If you wouid pe interested in peing added to our mailing list, piease
contact either Dave Minderhout (219 BCH, 4334) or Art Sweenevy.

Four Anthropclogists! For the first time in its history, BU has four
anthropclogists on its staff. The first anthropologist was hired at BU
in 196!, The program was expanged tc a second person in 1968 ana to a
tnird verson in 1971. Since then we‘ve been In a holding pattern. 1In
addition to Eiilse Brenner, Dave Minderhout. and Bob Reeaer, the
anthropoiogy program was able tc nire Tom Aleto for a one-vear temporary
position. The anthropoiogists are very much hoping that we can keep a
four person department, oringing us in line with such SSHE institutions
as West Chester and Kutztown.

Sbring Semester 1988 The anthropoiogists will pe offering the fo::owing
- courses for ine spring semester:

46.1C) Introduction teo Anthropology

46.102 Anthropology & the Modern World
46.200 Principies of Cultural Anthropology
46.220 Princ:ples of Physical Anthropology
46.300 Archaeologlcal Method & Theory
46.350 Medicai Anthropology

46,440 Language & Cuijture

46,450 South American Indians

46,101, 46.200. and 46.220 all qualify for the general eaucation
distribution requirements under Group B, the sociai sciences

46.102 qualifies as a values, Ethics & Responsible Decision-making
Course.

oy S:a ourse from the vast tropicai fcrests of
tne Amazon Basxn to the world’'s ariest desert on the coast of Chite,
Jouth America Is one ¢f the most ecologicalily diverse continents. The
many a:iverse environments of South Amerlica have given r:se 1o some cf
the most exotic cuitures that have ever existed. The most famcus ¢:
these is the .nca culture that dominated the Central Anaes fcr near:v
200 vears. The Spanish defeated the Inca put did not put an end to all
¢t the indlgenous cuitures. Rather, thelr conquest cof South Americe
introduced an era auring which the indigenous cuitures absorpea elements
ot tne European way of llfe and the Europeans were grezti!y infiuenced b




tne people they came to zonauer. The evolution of cultures that began
~ver 400 vears ago continues te this day.

“Peopies & Cuitures of South Amerlica," 2 course to be offerea v

tegsor Tom Aieto in the spring semester, offers a look at the
c1nat1ng inajgenous and traditiona! cultures of South America. The
ourse is open to ¢!l students with at least one semester of
antn zooology Tt pravides an f{ntroducticn to the geography cf the
continent and to the archaeology of the people who innabited Souzn
Amerizz pefore tne arrival of the Europeans. These topice create the
oackgrouna for the study of the Inca empire and its destructicn at the
rance of severa: hundred Spanish conguistadors. This is followed by a
discussion 6f tne changes brought about by colonialism tnat are
responsiole for the development of culture over the past 400 years.
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Tnree cultures wiii: pe investlgatea In detall. The first is a
group of Quechua speaking peasants of the high Andes. They grow
potztoes and graze animais at oxygen deficient aititudes between 1(,000
anc 18,000 fee: above sea level. The metrods of farming, language,
re.:gion, medicine and social organizatic at gurvive todgay refiect
the iong contact between the Incaic anc Fi~<pean traditions. Another
group to receive close scrutiny are th. . zcendants of African siaves
who tive in the tropical Pacific 'nwianus of southern Coiumpia. Their
vay of i1ife 18 a rich syntheslis that rz2flects their West African, South
fmerican and European traditions, but is, at the same time, quite
distinct. Tne third group to be studiea are the Jivaro of the Amazon
rain forest, They are known the world over for thelr custom of
gnhrinking the neacs of their enemies. Until the miaddle 20th century,
they had been littie affected by outslders. As a result, they provide a
alimpse of a way of life that once spread throughout the Amazon Basin,
put which is now aimost extinct.

Ine final section of the course addresses the probiems faced by
rrnese groups in aqealing with pressure from nationai governments to
reject their traait:onai way of life and to modernize. This is an issue
of immense importance as exploration for minerais and petroleum and
gestruction of the rain forestss result inr a clash or cultures ana great
cersonal tragedy. These igsues are a cc .z2rn for all of us since the
Unitea States and the Worid Bank fund tr 3¢ projects. As the we:fare of
the ceople living on adistant continents is thrust into our hands, it is
imperative that we “aniliarize ourseives with thelr history, traaitions
ang values and that we recognize thelr aignity. This course offers an
opportunity to learn apout unique cuitures and peopie and to unqerstand
their ~oncerns and proplems.

Ecuadorian Indians Fight Back The Huaorani/Auca Inaians of the
Ecuagcorian Amazon are defending themselves and their land against US and
Europear ci! companies and the Ecuadorian government. “We are defending
our home, the jand on which we live,” sald Aiperto Tanguiia, an Indian
ieager In Coca, Ecvador. "We will defend it with whatever it takes ...
ve [t with our pare hands, sticks, stones. or other weapons."

Trne resistarnce of the Auca began In 1956 wnen they killea five US
evangeiists who ventureag into their territory. In the last decade there

.



have been at ieast a dozen fatal attacks on oll, Jumber and palm company
empioyees, as these companies’ actlvities advanced farther into the
Jjungle.

The latest ot of reslistance occurred this past July when a Roman
Cathoilic Bishop, Alejandro Lavaca, 67, and a nun, Sister Ines Arango,
S50, were speared to death. Bishop Lavaca was employed by Ecuador’s
State Petrcleum Corp. to contact the Auca. Socltal scientists living in
the ‘ungle say that Bishop Lavaca made several serious mistakes when he
Jescendeqa from a helicopter via a rope ladder into an Auca village.
First, his approach by helicopter certainly intlmidated the Auca.
Second, he did not notice a red stripe on the roof of an Auca dweliling -
a geclaration of war against intruders. Third. Bishop Lavaca
misinterpretea the Aucas’ smiles and hand signals as signs of
friendship.

A scclial scientist hired by an oll company to try to “pacify’ the
Incians said, with sadness, that he felt lilke a doctor in charge of
terminal cancer patients. "I know I can‘t do anything for my patients,
pecause the march of progress |s unstoppable. The only thing I can do
is try to delay their death and to make {t less painful.”

Bor Zeeger on Sabbatical Leave This coming spring Bob Reeder wil! be on

sabpatical leave to research physical anthropoicgy facillties at other
universitlies ana to opserve research at the Yerkes Primate Center in
Atlanta, Georgia. As a result, the anthropolocgy program is currentiy
searching for a sabbatical replacement for Professor Reeder for the
spring. The aavertisement for the position reads as follows:

The Anthropology Program at Bloomspurg University seeks a one semester
only sapbatical replacement to teach introductory courses in physical
and cultural anthropoiogy for the spring semester 1988. Candidates must
present evidence of skill in teaching Introductory courses. Ph.D. or
ABD vreferred. Appointment will be at the assistant protessor or
Instructor level, depending on degree and experience, Women,
minorities, and other protected class members are urged to apply. Send
vita and three letters of recommendation to Dr. David Minderhout,
Department of Philosophy/Anthropology, Bloomsburg University,
Bloemspurg, PA 17815, Applications must be recelved by November !,
i°g7, AAE/EQE.

New Fing Casts Lioht on Human Evojution: It was announced this summer
by Donald Johanson ana Tim White of UCB that they had discovered the
skull and limb bones of an early human ancestor at least !|.8 miliion
years oid. The slaniflcance of the find focuses on the iimb bones. The
fosz!] human, known az Homo habllls, first began appearing in the
archaeclogical record in the early 1960’s, but until this discovery,no
one nad oeen abie to conclusively link limb bones to the skulls
previously unearthed. When the current find was reconstructed,
researchers were aple to identify the remains as those of an elderly
female, the age being determined by the fact that the teeth were padly
worn: in one case the tooth was worn down intc the jawbone. Sesides
peing the oldest representative In the fossil record for Homo habilis,
this specimen was aiso remarkably short - she stood only about 3 feet, 4
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inches tall. Johanson & %h!te [uc.rpret this as evidence of exntreme
sexual dimorphism In Homg rabilis, with maies belng perhaps twice as
tall as females. What was also surprising was the length of %h. fitu s

arms; they would have hung to her xnees. Thls Is surprieiug sl ice Homo
habilis is known to be fully bipedal, that is, with uprigsst posture just
like a modern human. Homo habiiis’ & ain also ls significantly larger

than apes or than other contemporar: hominids, the
austraiopithecines: work on fossil 1 casts suggests that H. hapnilis:
prain was structured more like the r ~n human brain than apes or

australopithecines. Thus. this otnerwise falrly modern eariy human
ancestor appears to have retained the relatively iong arms of an ape.

Apthropoloay Major Maxes Good!: The following is reprinted from the
March 1987 Alumni Quarterly:

When John Sapol (/72 was a stucdent at Mahanoy Area High School,
one of his teachers told him he wouldn t amount to much,

Boy, aid he fool her!

In the 20 years since he left schooi, Sabo! has been an
archaeologist-anthropclogist. a guard at ths Russian Embassy, an army

sergeznt, milltary technician, boras:s oua. , policeman, reporter.
fighter, and Viking.

Actually, Sapbol is a professional - .-z~aloglst-anthropologist.
His other jobs were on a Paramount r- ... in Mexico, where ne workea
as an extra and has had small speak’r, ..es.

While employed as a professzc- ' hie Mexican national education

system In [983. Sabol heard auai: ... .2re being held for extras for the
film "Dune" at Churubusco, Azteca, one of the world’s largest movie
studios.

On a iark, he wenbt to the set, auditioned, and was tclid he would
hear from the movie company if they were interested in his services.

Sapc! said he thought that was the beginning and end of his movie
career, but about three weeks later he was called and offered the roie.

in "Dure* which starred Jose ferrar, Max Von Sydow, and the rock
singer, Sting, Sabol had five different roles.

“My face was cnily seen in one. In the other four roles I wore
maske,  Sapbol said. He also worked on special effects where he was one
of 10 people puiling aifferent parts of a monster.

Because there was plenty of actlon on the fllm, some ¢f the voices
were not as c'ear as they should have peen, and Sabol‘s voice was also
usea tor the Mexican actors who had small speaking parts,

Since then, he has had speaking roles in many American anc Mexlican
films and has been featured on television commercials.

Although Sapol said he enjoved working on all films, he especially
.iked working with Sylvester Stalione on "Rambo lI."

“A ict of people are confused about Stallone and perceive him to be
aifterent from wnat he actually is," Sabol said. “He has a lot of savvy
apout the job he wants done.'

Uther movies Sape! has worked on are "The Falcon ana tne Snowman,*
“Cenan the Barpbarian II", and “On the ¥Wings of Eagles.*

Sapol sald ne could do a ot more acting If he was wililng to give
up his duties as a prefessor of archaeclogys/anthropciogy at a Mexican
university.



After earnlng a degree at Bloomsburg and a master’s degree at the
University of Tennessee. he studied at the University of the Americas in
Cholula, Mexico and at Penn State. He was a student and assistant at
the Uniiversity of Exeter in Devon, England, auring the excavation of the
12th century Wolvesey Palace in Winchester.

Sapol also spent a summer as supervisor of a team of fie!a
surveyors In South Daxota that was involved In recording historic ana
prehistoric sites.

He pelieves that one of life’s ironies is that he is a teacher.

“1 hated schooi, and now here I am, a teacher."

Sabol saia his interest in archaeology and anthropology deveioped
curing his youth when he and his friends walked the mountainside near
his home.

“] had a great imagination, and I used to try to visualize what it
was iike for the Inaians that roamed the wooas,” Sabol said. When he
returnea nome he often transferred his thoughts to paper in the form of
poetry.

Someday in the future Sabol would like to see a movie done on the
early days cf Schuyikill County and help In the creation of the
characters.

Life on a Great Lakes Tanker: In the September 1987 issue of
Smithsonian tnere is an article on anthropologist Michael Agar‘s

research on ore pboats sailing the Great Lakes. This is an interesting
example of participatory observation, of an antnropologist having direct
involvement in a way of life not well understood or documented. Agar
sailed on the Columbia Star, a huge (1000 ft. long by 105 ft. wide) boat
that carries iron ore pellets from ports in Minnescta to ports in Chio
where processing piants are located. The emphasis in Agar’s research is
on tne deciine of the trade; the traffic through the Sault St. Marie
Locks between Lake Superior and Lake Huron has declined from 7000
freighters In 1981 to 4200 in 1986. However, he also describes the
nature of the trade at its peak. :

Iron ore was discovered in the Upper Pennisula of Michigan in 1844.
At first, the mines were too remote to be profitable, but the opening of
the Soo Locks in 1855 made tanker-borne shipments to Ohlo reasonable.
Processing piants were not located near the mines because they were too
far rrom poth populations of workers and for markets for the raw liron
and steel. Tne tankers quickly took on a typical appearance - a
wheelhouse at the bow, an engine room aft, a long stretch of deck for
ease of loadlng and uniocading, and flat, boxy sides to fit more cargo
into snug rivers and locks. The division of the crew into deck crew and
enmgine crew pecame a soclal as well as a spatial division. Crews
lived, ate, and worked in separate environments. The captain ruled the
deck crew, but the englne crew answered to the chief englneer. Some
boats actually had !lnes drawn across them to mark the soclal
boundarles.

Life on a tanker was - and is - hard. Today, work shifts stretch
for 60 continuous days, then 30 days off. The shlipping Season now is
nearly year-round, but in the past, before modern lce-breaking
equlpment, the season was boundaried by the ice in Lake Superior. Even







