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“Our Town” to Be
I'all Production

“Our Town,” Thornton Wilder's
Pultizer prize winner for ’'37-'38,
represents, for the College I
a big step into the unconventional.
It will be presented by the College
Players, as their first major pro-
duction for the season, on Friday
»vening, December 5, at 8:00 o'cloc
iln the new auditorium, “Our Town,

n its technique and its lack of con- |

entional settings, is d
nt from any play
luced on this campus. In
0 having had a long run on B
itself to be one of
e movies shown on
tics have pronounced
‘Our Town” a play moving in
ama and so e sive in its
hy that it will live in the
of the audience as an un-
forgettable experience,
With straightforward simjy ‘clty
perception,

and ,a great deal of
Wilder takes you into a little New
fampshire village called Grover's

“orners. There he introduces
o the town ch ters,
tantial and respectable citizens, and
o their children. He
romfortable homeliness of the N
ingland family life as the char-
scters move through their day, As
h hildren grow up, a wedding
scene climaxes a happy love affair
yetween a son and da iter of the
jttle community The most effect
of the story lies in the last act, set
when the author
fantasy with reality, giv-
entire play a strange, un-

shows the

vorldly sigmificance

The College Pla) production
of “Our Town” is directed by Miss
ed by student director,
rsals and

3rong,
J. Russel
production

rabel. Rehe
activities are already
inder way.
The cast will appear as follows:
Stage Manager, Richard Hartzell;
edman: “Joe
Crowell” and
Jack Probst; “Howie New-
' and '‘“Simon Ray-
mond Rathmell; 1ibbs,” Em-
ilie Elliott; “Mrs. Webb,” Phyllis
Wolf; “George Gi Charles Nor-
Gibbs,?”? June Coch-
7ebb,” Dan
Webb,”  Lois Reeder;
rd,” Fred J: n;

Stan-

Soames,” Ethel B ; “Constable
Warren,”” Henry Joe Stod-

ur Town Success:
Plays Two Nights

The College Plavers’
“Our
nights,

production
Town,” was played two
once for the college st
dents and nearby high school stu
dents, and once for the townspeo-
ple. Both nights fairly large au-
diences saw the show, which is rated
both financially and stically a
| ichard Hartzell, playing the part
of the *“Stage Manager,” acted as
an interpreter to the audience, his
l effective understanding being the
theme in interpretation of the dra-
i ma, Most of the philosophy of the
I play was delivered by the short
| chats that Mr. Hartzell held with
| the audience,
|  One of the great characteristics
‘:nf “QOur Town” is that the play is
| done with a minimum of scenery,
:lk‘-tling most of the burden of il-
lusion-making fall on the shoulders
of the actors, the lighting, costum-
and property departments, and
sound effects technician. These
hared the burden most ef-
fectively, and mot for one moment
did we lose the effect.

The “love interest,” Charl Nor-
und as ‘“George,” and Lois Reede
as “Emily,” was certainly develop-
ed well; the reticence of 't one,
the bashfulness of act two, and
the mature parting of act three be-
ing realisms pure and simple. Es-
pecially effective was the last act
for these two characters. George’s
sorrow was done to perfection im
Emily's
farewell was the most outtanding
part of the show,

As the parents, Joel Freedman
and Emily Elliot as “Dr. and Mrs.
Gibbs” and Dale Olmstead and Phyl-
is Wolfe as “Mr, and Mrs. Webb”
) rentally. Miss
‘Wolfe showed excellently the New
England gruff xterior, and Mr.
)imstead as the father-in-law on
he wedding day gave the ‘“advic
to be taken the opposite of”’ a ges

his wordless scene, and

most p

ticulating huiacye, Possibly an even
better scene of Mr, Olmstead’s was
ﬂ\'r one in which the told the *po-
litieal and social” side of Grovers
Corners. His pantomime of eating
an apple in the old peel
manner was so real that we

ly did have one, ex

ouldn’t see

The town gos town drunk,

town cons 4
r, pl

Danis, Henry Ryan,

ison, respec ly, all were real peo-

ple,.and all did their jobs to make

the entire production well worthy

of the prof nal L ge.

Ray Rathmell, the milkman,
“Howie Newsome, arried his pan-
tomime to perfection, with his imag-
inary milk bottles, and an imagin-
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THORNTON WILDER
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First Nght
Audience Likes
QOur Town' At TC

' Second Showing Of
| Wilder Drama At
| College Tonight:
‘Miss Brong Directs

The Teachers College Players
presented Thornton Wilder's
drama, “Our Town.” to an audi-

Freedman and Dale Olmstead,
suffered from the common ail-
ment of young men irying to look
and shaking¥

ence of college and high school old. Their stooping

students last night. The drama was not enough to overcome their
will” be repeated tonight at 8.15 obvious age but they managed in;
o'clock for townspeople, give the proper paternal illusion|

The play, which shows life in by their acting ability,

Grover’s Corner, N. H. a tipical TlLc real burden of the evening|
i small town, lost some of the ef- was carried by Richard Hartzell,|
fectiveness. of - its metropolitan as the .commentator who intro-
| production as was to be expected duces Our Town and interpolates|

| wher Main St. instead of being a | explanatory notes throughout the]

symbol, is an  actuality to the three acts. Mr. Hartzell had the|
audience, This fact, however. in easy conversational manner suit-
Lo way detracts from the credit ed to this role, but his makeup|
due the cast, or to Miss. C. Cor- was under-done for the dim light-[
delia Brong, the director. whose ing which prevailed most of the|
paiustaking efforts were clearly time.

shown by the smoothness of the Grows to Climax

performance and the excellence The action of the play itself

of details,

Pt 2 / grew to a stirring climax in the
specially interesting was  the thirc: act after a slow start. Per-

fact that, although a minimum of
_\sccn_m'}- was called for in the play,
| thbe illusions were

haps this is as it should be, the
best "at:the last, but a good be-

il never lost, and ginning is important, too, and the|
I‘ll A A was a realistic. quality whcle play would. profit by hav-
siroughout. Even when an imag- ing the waking up of the town in

J!lal‘_‘- horse was led on the stage
| the situation was not absurd, but
[ real. The lighting, done by Roger
i Fernau, John Akeley, William
Dahlin, James Akeley and Rose
Minnie Probst, aided considerably
31191‘0. as did the costuming., \x‘hiﬂh
| was done by a large committee |
| with Jane Bittner as chairman, |
| Miss Reeder Outsta nding

| Lois Reeder and Charles Nor- |

the first act a real awakening not;
a sleepy stupor with everyone|
sleepwalking, The second act \\'as‘
lengthened by too much music|
as a prelude to the wedding cere- |
mony. A -mechanical thing, ih(‘!
fact that Emily and George must|
change costumes and get to the|
back -of the auditorium from one|
scene to the next, may have made |
lhe somewhat dragging three mu- |

|1und were appealing as thé boy sical selections necessary, but
[and girl around whose :r‘n\\'iné this - was tiu? only blcm_ish on a
{up, falling in love and bgc:iwll:f.-: well-done piece (_\f artistry and
[ married the story centers. Miss we hn!w t}jm it will be given less
| Reeder was par ularly. outstand- time in this evening’s perform-
{ing in the last act, a scene in a anhce,

| cemetery on a windy hill. To re- The chairmanship of the various

| vea: what she is doing there might committees was as follows: Stu-
spoi. the enjoyment of T(:niglit's dent director, J. Russell Gabel;
| audience, but in the role that prompter, Mary Anne Mauk; cos-
| brought Martha Scott fame and tumes, Jane Bittner; lighting,
look her to Hollywood, Miss Heed; Roger Fernau; make-up, Helen
| er gave a well sustained and mov- Burge sounds, which were an-
ing performance, other definite illusion - malker

along with lighting and costuming,
rdenry Ryan, properties, Janice
Stratton; business, Lewis Rath-
geber; advertising, Josephine
Gauntt; head usher, Lucy Read. |

Miss Emily Elliot was excellent
as Mrs, Gibbs. Both she and Miss
‘I‘h_\'l!j:' Wolfe as Mrs. Webb gave |
‘.h'lfth to the action by their real-
istic pantomime, The fathers

Joel

Our Town' s
nyone s Town

Moving Drama
To Be Given At T. C.
Thursday And Friday

“Our‘ Town,” well known play
by Thornton Wilder will be pre-
sented by the College Players of
the Teachers College this Thurs- |
day and Friday evenings. . The|
drama presents the story of any-|
cne’s town and the scene is laid
in Grovers Corners, N. H. |

The' play, with one of the larg- |
est ‘casts ever seen in a play on|
the Teachers College stage, rep-|
resents the life of people in the
American small town., Set in the
earliei part of this century, and
covering the greater parts of the|
people’s  lives, it falls into three|
natural divisions, which are the
three acts; childhood and youth, |
love and marriage, and death.

The two main families are those
of the locgl doctor and the pub- |
lisher of the local newspaper. |
Everything in the drama is ('x-i
plained by the stage manager \\‘h(_,;

holds  conversations with the
audience, telling about Grovers
| Corners and even calls in other |

| beople, a professor from the uni-|
versity, the newspaper editor, and |
la few others, to further explain |
| the town and ‘its people. [

The young hero and heroine of |

the play discover their mutual
attractions, eventually marry .‘md“
Emily dies. There is a sharp

realism combined with the fantasy
of the play which makes it deeply
moving.

Leading roles of the “Stageman-
ager,” “George,” the young hero,
and “Emily,” the heroine, are
taken by Richard F. Hartzell Jr.,
Charles A. Norlund and Miss Lois
Reeder recnertivelyw

“Our Town” to Be
Fall Production

“Our Town,” Thornton Wilder's
Pultizer prize winner for '37-'38,
represents, for the College Players,
a big step into the unconventional.
} It will be presented by the College
Players, as. their first major pro-
| duction for the season, on Friday

in the new auditorium, “Our Town,”
in its technique and its lack of con-

ferent from any play ever pro-
duced on this campus. In addition
to having had a long run on Broad-
way, it proved itself to be one of
the most effective movies shown on
the screen. Critics have pronounced
“Our Town” a moving in
its drama and so expressive in its
philosophy that it will live in the
memory of the audience as an un-
forgettable experience,

play so

With straightforward simplicity
and a great deal of perception,

Wilder takes you into a little New
Hampshire village called Grover's
Corners. There he introduces you
to the town characters, to the sub-
stantial and respectable citizens, and
to their children. He the
comfortable homeliness of the New
England family life as the char-
acters move through their day, As
the children grow wup, a wedding
scene) climaxes a happy love affair
between a son and daughter of the
little community The most effect
of the story lies in the last act, set
when the author
with reality, giv-

shows

in a
blends a

cemetery,
fantasy

ing the entire play a strange, un-‘
worldly sigmificance,

|

The College Players production

of “"Our Town” is directed by Miss
Brong, assisted by student director,
Gabel. and

J. Russel Rehearsals

production activities are already
under way.

The cast will appear as follows:
Stage Manager, Richard Hartzell;
“Dr. Gibbs,” Joel Freedman; “Joe
Crowell,” ‘@8i Crowell” and “Sam
Craig,"” Jack Probst; “Howie New-

some,” and ‘“‘Simon Stimson,” Ray-

mond Rathmell; “Mrs. Gibbs,” Em-
ilie Elliott; “Mrs, Webb,” Phyllis

Wolf; “George Gibbs,” Charles Nor-
lund; “Rebecca Gibbs,”” June Coch-
rane; “Wally Webb,” Dan Stan-
ley; “Emily Webh,” Lois Reeder:
“Profesor Willard,” Fred Jamison;
“Mr, Webb,” Dale Olmstead; “Mrs.
Soames,” Ethel Bantley; “Constable
Warren,” Henry Ryan; Joe Stod-
dard,” Richard Hartzell.

evening, December 5, at 8:00 o’clock |

ventional settings, is decidedly dif-=

Bittner, Olmstead
Have Leading Parts
In "Watch On Rhine’

.
I William * R.

Bittner and Dal
{Olmstead, both of Lock Have
winners during year
|national literary will ap-

pear as antagonists in “Watch on
the Rhine,” the famous anti-Nazi

play to be presented by the Col-|

|lege Players on Thursday and

1 Friday 19 and 20 at the
Teachers C .

Mr. Bittner, national poetry

prize winner, editor of the Col-|

lege Times, and talented actor. will

lbe seen as “Count de Broncovis.”
a pro-Nazi Nation: !
play by Lilli

Muelle an anti
victim of Bronee blackmail, |
will be pl 1 by Mr. Olmste:
short story 'w ; who i
the Players’ president and a mem-
ber of the national dramatic hon-|
orary fraternity, Alpha Psi
Omega.
The antag tic play of these
two men nating in actu:
; their

plus

L mas-
of accent, are expected to

be

;H‘fl(i\?.‘,“‘ on

features of the college

1 under the

being giy 2
Miss C. Cordelia

of

which is
direction
Brong.




	folder 32 1
	folder 32 2
	folder 32 3
	folder 32 4
	folder 32

