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New Interpretation of TC's

| the Keeper of the Heavenly
His birth in the manger.
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“The Nativity” To Bey, /
Presented For Renovo X
Residents Next Tuesday™3

The Nativity will be given in
the Renovo High Sechool audi-
torium Tlgesday evening, Decem- |
ber 8, at 7:30 p. m. !

This has been an annual af-|
fair in Lock Haven since 1933
And it has been so popular that |
it has been necessary to render |
it threg times each year to ac-|
commodate the crowds that de- |
sired to witness it. The faculty |
and members of the student body |
in round numbers, about 80 take |
part i the presentation of this
Biblical Christmas Pageant. ‘

The Ministerium early in
E September made contacts with
the authorities of The Lock Ha-
ven State Teachers College to
gsee if the way may be clear to
have it presented in Renovoe. The
response has been exceedingly
favorable through the courtesy
of the president Dr. Richard
Parsons, the head of the Dra-
matics Department, Mrs. Hazel
Ray Ferguson, Associate Profes-
sor of Dramatics, and Mr. Rus-
sell Gillam, Assistant Professor
of Music.

This large group from: the Col-
lege ccmes to Renovo for no re-
muneration. They will leave the
college next Tuesday at 11:30 a.
m. in order to have a dress re-
hearsal for the boys and girls of
Renovo at 2:30.

Through the ccurtesy of the |
local YMCA and under the di-|
rection of LeRoy Good, the Ro- |
tary Club and the Lions Club an |
svening meal will be served the |
visiting guests from Lcck Ha-
ven. No expense has been spared |
in this production of the Christ-
mas Pageant.

The costumes are rich in color |
and elaborate, and they have |
been made by the students of
the callege. ‘

Some of the behind-the-scenes workers
on seftings for the presentation of “The Na-
tivity” are (left to right) Pete Brunner, who
is wielding a paint brush; Mrs. Hazel Ray
Ferguson, of the Teachers College English
department, who wrote the script; Peter
Demchak, stage manager: David Fetter,

Stage Crw Puts Finishing Touches on Props

lighting technician; and James Yoxtheimer.
The interpretation of the Christmas story,
annually presented by the college, this year
departs from the traditional tableau. A choir
of 57 voices and a cast of 23 will tell how the
prophecy that the Son of God would be born
was fulfilled. (Express Photo)

| The final presentation of the

b the tableau rendition of the

‘ to life.

IN e @ r
ativity'’ at C

The story of the events lead-
ing up to the birth of Christ was
told twice yesterday to capacity
crowds which overflowed Price
Auditorium where the annual
Teachers College performance
of “The Nativity” was given,

Christmas story will be given
this evening at 7:30 in the col-|
lege auditorium.

Mrs. Hazel Ray Ferguson, of

|wrote the script, departed from

Biblical tale which marked pre-
vious presentations.
Miracle Play Spirit

The writer and director em-
ployed the spirit and tech-
nique used in the Medieval mir-
Facle plays in bringing the story

The audience responded warm-
{ly to the new interpretation
|which was performed by a cast
of 80, including a 57-voice choir

under the direction of Russell
C. Gillam. Three of the songs
were written by Mr. Gillam, di-
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Capacity Crowds See .

the English  department, who|

ollege |
the effective use of lights, suc.—i
ceeded in making the entire
performance a highly profes-
sional presentation. The cos-
tumes and settings were made
by the students, under the direc- |
tion of Mrs. Ferguson, and with |
the assistance of Ross E. Nevel, |
superintendent of buildings and
grounds, and his assistant, Clyde
Batdorf. David Fefter, Kyler-
town, was lighting technician.

The choir, dressed in white
surplices .,were an' arresting
sight as they filed inio the dudi-
torium, carrying lighted candles
and singing their way to their
seats on the stage.

Other scenes artfully depicted |
included the ‘
leading to Bethlehem, the shep- |
herds on the hillside, and the|
adoration before Mary and her
Son after his birth in the
manger. -

public highway |}

rector of vocal musie.

The opening scene 1s laid 1
Heaven where all is excitemen
jas the angel, “Gabriel,” an
nounces that the prophecy tha
the Son of God is to be bor

would soon be fulfilled.
Heavenly choir, composed of
five ethereal angels, enhance

the spiritual poignancy of the
scene,

Costumes and Seftings
| Exquisite costumes, and de-
tailed settings, combined with

| ticipating in the story of Christ-
| mas, were entertained at dinner
_at the YMCA with the Rotar-

ance the group was treated to
lce cream at the Y. 4

Lrowds Throng
To 'Nafivity'
College Yule Program

Presented in Renovo

The auditorium of the Re-
jnovo High S8chool was over-
| flowing and many persons had
to be. turned away ' last night
when *“The Nativity,” annual
Christmas presentation by the
Teachers College, wa s 'given
there.

An  afternoon performance
for the student body also played
to a full house with chairg
placed in the aisles to accomo-
date the overflow. Mrs. Hazel
R. Ferguson, of the college Eng-
Iish_ department, wrote the
script and directed the produc~
tion, assisted by Russell C. Gili=
am, director of the choral
groups.

_ The story of the events lead-
Ing up to the birth of Christ
will bo_ given tomorrow at 10
a. m: In Price Auditorium for
l‘lh.P college students. The public
will have an opportunity to see
the familar Bible story on Sun-
| day, Dec. 13, when it will be re-
told at two performances, at
4:30 and 7:30 p. m. in the col-
lege auditorium. The final pres-
entation will be Monday at 7:30
p. m.

The Renovo performance was
sponsored by the Rotary and
Lions clubs of that place. A sil-
ver offering was taken which
was presented to the Renove
Ministerium Association.

The 82 men and women, par=

s assuming the jobs of waite
.-After the evening performe
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‘Nativity' Is Promised |

With a Modern Flavor

Since 1933 when Miss Grace|pella choir which Russell C.
Ullemeyer started the tradition, ‘Glllam directs. Tuesday of next |

only one Christmas—that of|week they will go on the road

1950—has passed by without a \with ¢ ‘Nativity,” presenting it at

college presentation of the Na-|afternoon and evening perform-

tivity. |ances, 2.30 and 7.30 p. m., in the
The pageantry and music that Renove High School.

tell of Christ's birth have be-| The wide-canvass presenta-

come as traditional as the holi-{tlon, designed for the open

day lights on campus, the gift spaces of Price auditorium stage,
processional for the Salvation Will have to be squeezed together
Army in chapel, and the student |like a sponge to fit on the boards
Christmas parties in the festive|2t Renovo, Mrs. Ferguson thinks.
college halls. ;?LIL the experience seems worth
This year the try. :
tion. Twice on Sunday, Dec, 13,|, Fenovo Rotarians are sponsor-
and once on Monday, Dec. 14,/118 the Renovo performance,
the annual pageantry will be through their association with
performed in Price auditorium, Dr. Richard T. Parsons, presi-
for all who come from far and dent of the college and dlSt“CtE
near to see. governor of the Rotary Club.
It appears there will be some | Lne€ college performances will
changes this year: Mrs. Hazel be Dec. 13 at 4 and 7.30 p. m. and
Ferguson, associate professor at DF‘C’ 14 at 7.30 p. m. A silver of-
the college, has written a 1ww.felmg 15 recelved.
script. It will have the mogi
touch. She says, “You may
you're seeing ‘Green Pastu
white-face.”

One other innovation{’
cult. one, confronts tr K

76 students, including 4 °®

is to be no excep-

| Presented Next Tuesday

| treat
“The Nativity,”

| ation of seeing and hearing this
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“The Nativity”’ To Be |

Renovo is being given a special
this Christmas season.
one of the most
beautiful and impressive pag-
eants of the Christmas story,:
will be presented by the Lock|
Haven State Teachers’ College |
at the High School Auditorium |
here in Renovo on Tuesday eve- |
ning, December 8th, at 7:30 p.|
m. There are seventy-six (:hm'-‘i

\

[

acters in the play, including the
famous A Capella Choir directed ;
by Russell Gilliam, A:nlstan“
Professor of Music at the (,(JI-1
lege. The pageant this year was
written and is being directed by
Mrs. Hazel Ray Ferguson, As-|
sociate Professor at the collegt'.s

The Lock Haven pageant has|
become famous throughout this|

| section of the country and has

had to be presented each season
three times, each time to an
overflowing house in the large
college auditorium.

Renovo is indeed fortunate to
have this talented choir and
group of players to present it in
our High School auditorium, so
that all in the Renovo area may
have the pleasure and inspir-

great performance.

s B s it

| the High School for
| event.

BE PRESENTED IN RHS

/THE NATIVITY” TO
AUD. TONIGHT AT 7:30

Tonight is the night of “The
Nativity”. It is to be seen at the
High School and will be present-
ed by our talented guests from
the Lock Haven State Teachers
College. It portrays the Night of
Nights-the night that eventually
will conquer the darkness and
bring in the day when there shall
be night no more. This is a night
when they who sit in darkness
ghall see a great light. This is
he night that shall make eternal
light, for it is the night when
God krought into the world Him
who is-the light of the world. No
one need be without that light in
his life. It ought to be a great
night for all in Renovo.

Word will come from the lips

of R. O. Raymond announcing |
from the loud speaker of the!

truck of the Citizens Hose Co.'
the details concerning the Na-
tivity. The sound @f his wvoice!
will be heard through cut all|
cur streets and highways, so|
that he who hears may proflt|
and see this great sight which |
fhe Lord has ma@le known unto |
us.

A dozen or more hands were
at work yesterday making ready
this greart |
Mrs. Hazel Ray Fm‘f?uson‘
and her working force also were
present and have been hard at
work all day. These are good |
tidings which no one can afford
o miss. This is your invitation.

j great
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"The Nativity”

lTo Be Presented
Tomorrow Night

above

Renovo is privileged
many other communities in be-
§ing the place where “The Na-
tivity” is to be dramatized in
word and song by a college group
from the State Teachers College
in Lock Haven.

It is always
when the policy of our
8 to put the Christian Religicn
\_enna' and every one in this
i ea should welcome the oppor-
tunily of again withessing this
? portyal tomorrow evening at 7:30
kA dress rehearsal will be pre-
sented at 2:30 tomorrow after-
ncon for the students of Renovo
High School. Supervising Prin-
cipal Einar Eliason said today
that there will not be room for
the outlying schools to be
commodated in the afternoon
and children attending the eve-
ning performance, must be ac-
companied by their parents.
An effort is being made to
make room for everyone and by
this means the mission of “The
Nativity” will be accomplished
if each and every one makes
\ reem in his heart for the Christ
' child to-enter in. i
Through the courtesy of t‘lei

I
|

commendable
colleges

a/C=

|

local YMCA and under the di-
rection of LeRoy Giood, the Ro-!
tary Club and the Lions Club an |
evening meal will be served the!
visiting guests from Lock Hd*i
ven. No expense has been spared !
in this preduction of the Christ-~
mas Pageant.

The costumes are rich in color
I and elaborate, and they have |
ib"kll made by the students of the
| C
f
|
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I
i

l
|

ollege. |
Hulbert Jobson of Renovo is|
a member of the cast. J
There are seventy -six char- |
acters in the play, including t!w'
| famous A Capella Choir directed |
by Russell Gilliam, Assistant|
Imef):so' of Music at the Col-|
lege. The pageant this year was
I written and is being directed by
| Mrs. Hazel Ray Ferguson, As-|
isociare Professor at the college.!
{ The Lock Haven pageant has!
;be(‘om' .Lm‘ou:\ throughout this
| section of the country and has
i had to be presented each season
three times, each time to an
overflowing house in the large
college auditorium.
Renovo is indeed fortunate to
have this talented choir and
group of players to present it in
our High School auditorium, so
that all in the Renovo area may
have the pleasure and inspir-
ation of seeing and hearing this
performance.
- - —»




“The Nativity”
Is Effective ' i

T. C. Students In
Annual Christmas
Production Sunday

The new auditorium .at thed
Teachers College was filled on
Sunday afternoon for the annua’l
presentation of “The Nativity,”
given with great effectiveness h,l'
|the members of the music and
'dramatics departments under the
|direction of Miss Grace Ullemeyer
and Miss C. Cordelia Brong.

The appearance of a verse choir.'

which recited parts of the pro-
gram, was one of the outstanding
iphases of the presentation. Bril.}
liant tableau, depicting the scenk
of the first Christmas, & we/
more beautiful this year than e
{before, according to those w3
‘have seen the presentation in past
lyears,
! The robed choirs, both vocal
land verse, sat on a stage whichl
lwas appropriately decorated with
{stained-glass window backgrounds|
and candlelabra, arranged by the
art department. The tableau ap-
‘peared above the heads of singers
jand yerse choir members.

A Walts’ processional, with
lighted candles, formed the finale
of the program and brought to-
gether on the stage all of the 80
students taking part.

Tableau characters were “Prop-
het,” Richard Brown: “Mary,”
Miss Jane Shull; “Angel,” Eliza-
b Ogden; “Joseph,” Rowland
% N _:‘shephcrds_._“ Fred Weak-

land, Robert Hosterman, Laurence
Folk, Joseph Danis; “kings,” Rob-
ert Rozak, George Given and Joel
Freedman.
. Student committees were headed
by William Masterson, tableau:
Robert Bowes, lighting; Miss Lois
|Wagner, costumes; and Miss Mar-
garet Priest, make-up.
Accompanists were Misses Mar-
'ion Kyler and Dorothy Sheasley.
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