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SYNOPSIS OF SCENES
The town of Altamont, in the State of North Carolina, in the fall of
the year nineteen hundred and sixteen.
ACT ONE
SCENE 1:
The Dixieland Boarding House; a fall afternoon.

SCENE 2:
The same; that evening,

ACT TWO
SCENE 1:
Gant’s marble yard and shop; one week later.

SCENE 2:
The Dixieland Boarding House; the next night.

ACT THREE

The Dixieland Boarding House; two weeks later.
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. a stone, a leaf, an unfound door; of a stone, a leaf, a door. And all of
the forgotten faces. ] y

Naked and alone we came into exile. In her dark womb we did not know our
mother’s face; from the prison of her flesh have we come into the unspeakable and
incommunicable prison of this earth.

Which of us has known his brother? Which of us has looked into his father’s
heart? Which of us has not remained forever prison-pent? Which of us is not for-
ever a stranger and alone?

O waste of loss, in the hot mazes, lost, among bright stars on this most weary
unbright cinder, lost! Rembering speechlessly we seek the great forgotten language,
the lost lane-end into heaven, a stone, a leaf, an unfound door. Where? When?

O lost, and by the wind grieved, ghost, come back again.

——Thomas Wolfe
Look Homeward, Angel

THE AUTHOR

Thomas Clayton Wolfe — 1900-1938, American novelist was born
in Asheville, North Carolina. He was the son of a stonecutter. He was
a frustrated playwright. He became a legend and wrote novels that be-
came American classics.

Hurber Muller wrote “The legend of Thomas Wolfe is depressingly
familiar. The story goes that he filled ledgers with millions of words
and then, with the help of an editor, scissors and paste, finally man-
aged to fashion two long novels out of them, “Look Homeward, Angel”
and “Of Time and the River.” They were presumably the story of a
huge, frenzied fellow called Eugene Gant who had an insane passion to
walk a million streets, read a million books, make love to a million
women—to eat, see, know, feel everything under the sun. They were
actually the life story of Wolfe himself, and he recorded his many dis-
agreeable memories so literally that he caused an uproar in his home-
town. (It’s all right to put us in your book, complained the gentlest of
his neighbors, but you might leave out our address and telephone num-
ber.) Wolfe was completely surprised, and profoundly distressed; so he
started all over again. This time he filled wooden packing cases with the
story of angther frenzied fellow, George Webber. Nevertheless he was
still writing his autobiography. Then, when only thirty-seven years old,
he died. He left more than a million words, from which a new editor
fashioned two more long novels, “The Web and the Rock” and “You
Can’t Go Home Again.” Altogether, it is an absurdly romantic legend;
and it is essentially true.

In his analysis of Wolfe, Muller states: “He would remain im-
portant for the simple reason that he created many unforgettable char-
acters and scenes, a whole swarming world. Wolfe is also important,
however, because he grappled with the fundamental issues of modern
life and literature. His work is not only a symptom of this age, reflect-
ing its deep confusions and discord, but finally a significant criticism of
it. Given ‘The billion forms of America’ and ‘the dense complexity of
all its swarming life,’ his life work was perhaps as close as we can ex-
pect to an American epic.”
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