College

-
Fresh, Lyric
~ A most happy marriage of the
College Choir and College Play-
ers last night at Price auditorium
resulted in a 40-minute operatic
“honeymoon,” Kurt Weill's tune-
ful, “Down In the Valley.”

Forgotten were outside snow
and rain as the simple, direct

folk opera moved from opening Mrs.

(phrases to final chorus and haunt-
ing refrain, “Angels In Heaven
Know That I Love You.”

Kurt Weill composed the Broad-
way hit, “Three - Penny Opera,"
and its currently popular song,
‘Mack the' Knife.” He wrote
“Down In the Valley,” it is said,
for non-professional production,
using folk tunes, “Hop Up, My
Ladies,” *‘Sourwood Mountain,"”
“The Lonesome Dove” and
others, and adding harmonic dis-
sonances fo gain dramatic effects.
sartrnw Sings “Brack”

At Price auditorium, David
Bartrow sang ‘‘Brack Weaver”
who, for the love of “Jennie Par-
sons,” sung by Miss Nancy Noon,
killed “Thomas Bouche,” sung by

will hang.

(to see ‘‘Jennie” and relive the

which is the story.

The opera’s simplicity recalled|
{ Thornton Wilder's “Our Town.”|
Simple, stylized house and fenc
lofty church window and 4grigy,
barred prison dressed thea '
at various times. Trag
gested a dominant theme “¥
blagk. & i o870
| Against backdrop, ' the  choir
sang its Greek chorus. Imagina-|
tive light sequences picked out-‘
soloists and: central action, as the

Y i
A4

iv'es W

|
| Ronald Meyer. For this, “Brack”|up: Pat Pelleschi, ' Connie Dc-|
+ «. But not' until he returns|Schappel constructed the sets.

happy moments of courtship —|Thomas. i
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Folk Opera

love tale moved through fash-
packs from prison cell to prison
cell.

Three Directors

Russell C. Gillam, choir direc-'
tor, Frederick Pflieger, solo di-!!
rector, and Dr. Irving Deer,
drama director, fused these ele-
ments into a satisfying whole, as
Miriam Claster and Mr.
Pflieger added stimulating ac-|
companiment. Ross Wilson di-
rected the important light se-
(juences.

Edward Cox, as ndrrator, led
performers and audience through
the brief tale, /

Robert Schappel played *Jen-
nie's father,” a non-singing role.
Others of the cast were Ray
Ward, Carl Bartlett, Carol Bill-
hartz, Primrose Reeves, Gene
Rexford, Robert Ambrose, and!|
the' men and women of the
chorus. ; ;

Patricia McCoy was ready as|
the understudy for “Jennie."
Dave Bartrow and Joe Keller
helped with lighting. Dave Har-
ris, Charles Kormansky and’ Bob

Four students handled make-

Gregory, Carolyn Nale and Grace

Despite the worst of wintry,
weather, the performance attract-|
ed a good-sized audience that
t, when, the short drama hadi
ed; vaiting for more. |
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College Thespians Rehearse Emotions for “Down in the Va.lley b4
folk tale, “Down in the Valley,” will be presented by  of a church meeting as they are led in baptism. n:::nrlt: ;{lr;ling
;t { a(;l)lle e Thespians Thursday evening. Above,  their real feeling for each other and lheirt :om mbragcr,e e
’ Na " whng lays the role of Jennie, and Dave Bar-  with the exuberance of lnqe-of-life: Later, b :y e e St
Ywﬂ';:- r thephe{'o rehearse emotions which fill the  sorrow. Brack must return to jail and wl.“ ;qg“r; g,
:)m,etu be 'sepal'-ated _ Jennie and Br lappipg-.,  do killing a man. The three-act play will be staged :
rs o - JENN e O £ _ 3 : 2 y
s before preacher, Ed Cox; are caught ‘ 4. #Auditorium, admission free 5
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DOWN IN THE VALLEY

Choir Director — Russell Gillam
Solo Director — Frederick Pflieger

Staged by — Irving Deer

Accompaniment

by

Mrs. Miriam Claster and Frederick Pflieger
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ABOUT THE OPERA

“Down in the Valley” is only one of Kurt Weill’s musical achievements.
He is equally famous as the composer of such Broadway hit musicals as “The
Three-Penny Opera” which has been playing to packed houses for the last
five years, “Knickerbocker Holiday,” and “Lost in the Stars.”

“Down in the Valley” was written specifically for non-professional pro-
duction. Unlike most grand opera, it is simple, direct and highly theatrical.
The opera is based on five familiar American folk songs: “Down in the
Valley,” “The Lonesome Dove,” “The Little Black Train,” “Hop Up, My
Ladies,” and “Sourwood Mountain.” These grow out of a compelling but
simple love story. Weill’s command of technique allows him to interject
interesting harmonic dissonances wherever he wants to gain dramatic effects
or heighten romatic sentiments. By such devices, Weill is able to retain the
strong, simple appeal of folk music and yet achieve a high degree of musical
sophistication.
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A most happy matriage of the[love tale moved throu
College Choir and College Play- backs from prison cell to pris
ors last night at Price auditorium/ cell.
resulted in a 40-minute operatic| Three Directors
“honeymoon,” Kurt \‘.eﬂl s tuna | Russell C. Gillam, choir di
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| The opera’s simplicity recalled weather, the performance a
Thornton Wilder's “Our Town.” ed a good-sized audience that
Simple, stylized house and fépee,/sat, when, the short drama had
lofty church window and igrigmtended, \\‘ ing for more.
barred prison dressed the Siage e :
at various times. Tlaﬂedwmgt
gested a dominant theme of
black.
Against backdrop, the choir]
sang its Greek chorus. Imagina-
tive light sequences picked out
soloists and central action, as the

College Thespians Rehearse Emotions for “Down in the Valley”
of a church meeting as they are led in baptism. Here they show

their real feeling for each other and their community, bursting
with the exuberance of love-of-life. Later, they embrace in great

A warm folk tale, “Down in the Valley,” will be presented by
Lock Haven State College Thespians Thursday evening. Above,
stars Nancy Noon, who plays the role of Jennie, and Dave Bar-
tow, Brack Weaver the hero, rehearse emotions which fill the
young lovers soon to be separated. Jennie and Brack..clapping
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Brack must return to jail and will hahg in the morning
The three-act play will be; staged in Price

SOTTOW.
for killing a man.

Fight to the Death

Ahove is pictured a tense moment in the
folk-opera, “Down in the Valley,” to be given
Feh. 18 at 8.15 p. m. at Price auditorium, Lock
Haven State College. ‘“Brack Weaver,” the
hero, played hy Dave Bariraw, and
Bouche,”

“Thomas
the villain, p d by Ronald \I(‘\,r 'y
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Wednesday, Feb. 17, 196

over Love of Jennie

fight to the death over the love of the heroine,
Jennie, played by Nancy Noon. Members of the
College Choir, assisted by the College Players,
aré rchearsing the scene in preparation for to-

fRow night's performance.
(Photo by Ross Wilson)
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Wednesday, Feb. 17, 196(

Fight to the Death ovér Love of Jennie

Ahove Is pictured a tense moment in the
folk-opera, “*Down in the Valley,” to be given
Feb. 18 at 8.15 p. m. at Price auditorium, Lock
Haven State College. “Brack Weaver,” the
hero, played by Dave. Bartraw, and “Thomas
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fight to the death over the love of the heroine,
Jennie, played by Nancy Noon. Members of the
College Choir, assisted by the College Players,
l,i_'tg;shearslng the scene in preparation for to-
L ‘mgreow night’s performance.
(Photo by Ross Wilson)
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