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Languages and Cultures
Mary Lou Fenstemaker John Papers, 1940-2004

Dr. Mary Lou Fenstemaker John, professor and chairperson of languages and cultures at
Bloomsburg University, came to Bloomsburg from Detroit in 1926 at the age of two. That year
Dr. John's father, Howard F. Fenstemaker, a 1912 graduate of the Bloomsburg State Normal
School, was hired by the school to teach French, Latin, Spanish, and German. In 1945 she
received her B.S. in education from the Bloomsburg State Teachers College, and was certified to
teach French, Spanish, English, and Social Studies. She earned her master's in History from
Bucknell University, and in 1978 earned a PhD in French from Pennsylvania State University.
While in college at Bloomsburg, Dr. John was president of CGA, a member of the Drama Club,
and sang soprano in the Women's Chorus. She was also a member of Alpha Psi Omega (national
honorary society in theatre), and Kappa Delta Pi (national honorary society in education). Before
Dr. John joined the Bloomsburg faculty, she taught Spanish for two years at Central Columbia
High School. As a professor, John served as Director of Cultural Affairs and Director of
International Educations. She was also the advisor for the International Club, Phi Sigma lota
(national foreign language honor society) and the French Club. During her teaching career, Dr.
John added the exchange teachers program to England and helped organize trips to Europe and
Canada. In 1979, she organized a Japanese program at BU. Dr. John was a member and former
president and secretary of the American Association of Teachers of French as well as secretary
of the Pennsylvania Sate Modern Language Association. She was also a member of the First
English Baptist Church and was on the National Scholarship Board for American Baptists. She
retired from the University in 1986 and passed away in 2011 at the age of 86.
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