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BORO

Welcome to another issue of
“The Boro” magazine. This
publication highlights news of
students, faculty and alumni,
using photos, design and text
to share the Edinboro story.

It's a really good story!

Please send comments to
communications@edinboro.edu.




ER FROM THE

Dear Alumni and Friends,

Our world is dramatically different than it was just
a year ago when | first arrived on campus.

Edinboro students, faculty and staff recently
completed one of the most challenging semesters
in the history of higher education. And whether
this message finds you in Edinboro, Pittsburgh,
Cleveland, Denver, Los Angeles or Edinburgh,
COVID-19 has no doubt impacted your life as well.

My thoughts have been with each of you as you
and your loved ones grapple with the extraordinary
challenges posed by this pandemic. The disruption
to life as we knew it has been difficult, but | remain
confident that we will get through it together.

Indeed, these past several months have served
as a defining moment. It's hard to predict when
we will get to some semblance of normal, but until
then, | believe we all will continue to find moments
and experiences to savor in these hard times. Some
have talked about the benefits of slowing down
and spending more time with family. Others have
shared stories of kindnesses shown, returned and
paid forward. We have been inspired by the first
responders and healthcare workers who have been
heroic in their response. We have been touched
by teachers who have found a way to connect with
their students and let them know they care. And who
among us has not been moved as we've watched
videos of city dwellers opening their windows and
harmonizing with neighbors to dispel the loneliness
that can come with isolation?

As for me, the virus has given me an opportunity to
understand the Edinboro community more intimately
and to experience in a deeper way what it means to
be a Fighting Scot.

Edinboro University is an extraordinary place with
a welcoming, compassionate community united in
the pursuit of knowledge, a desire to serve and a
willingness to do whatever it takes to get things done.
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When the coronavirus hit in March, our University
community sprang into action. Students moved from
campus, often without a chance to say goodbye to
friends. Faculty adapted to new delivery methods
and developed creative approaches to what would
have been hands-on experiences in art studios and
science labs. Staff coordinated departures, answered
questions, arranged for timely refunds of fees and
offered a helping hand where students and parents
needed it most.

We know that many of you are on the front line of
the pandemic response—treating patients, educating
students, preparing meals, drafting legislation,
serving in the military, researching vaccines, fighting
fires, advocating for underserved communities,
donating supplies, making masks and so much more.
Others have transitioned to working from home while
balancing family responsibilities; that too is heroic,
requiring perseverance and a great deal of stamina.

Yes. When challenged, Fighting Scots always rise to
the occasion. This issue of “The Boro” is devoted to
your stories.

| feel quite privileged to be a member of this
community of scholars, leaders, problem solvers,
caregivers and caretakers. When this crisis passes—
and it will pass—we will emerge united and stronger
than ever.

Stay well,

Guiyou Huang, Ph.D.

President, Edinboro University




A TRIBUTE

Members of the Class of 2020 have
overcome extraordinary obstacles to
complete their degrees and succeed
at the highest levels. Even when
COVID-19 abruptly ended their
college experience and caused the
Commencement ceremony to be
postponed, they continued to strive.

These weeks and months of
uncertainty have provided an
opportunity to demonstrate what
defines the Edinboro family. In
the midst of this global crisis,
alumni, faculty and staff have
rallied around the Class of 2020
with video greetings and words of
encouragement. President Huang
also sent each graduate a tassel,
symbolizing their transition from
student to graduate and reaffirming
Edinboro’s commitment to an in-
person ceremony when it's safe to
gather again. Until then, here’s to
you, Class of 2020.

Yvonne Orton, ‘71, Elementary
Education, Wattsburg, Pa.

In times that are difficult, hang onto
your inner strength and take things one
day at a time, keeping in mind that,
‘this, too, shall pass.’ Together, we will
get through this and come out on the
other side, stronger and wiser.

Kyle Witucki, ‘09, Sports
Administration, Tarentum, Pa.

Stay focused. This is a minor setback
for a major comeback! Best wishes and
stay healthy!

Janet Pawlowski, ‘89, Clinical
Psychology, Erie, Pa.

Change can be a good thing—think
of a caterpillar becoming a butterfly.
The outcome is worth the struggle and
endurance it takes! GO SCOTS!

Kimberly Fisk, ‘96, Elementary/Special
Education, Columbiana, Ohio

Stay Strong Scots! This too shall pass and
you will come out stronger in the end!

Corinne Creppage, ‘01, Criminal
Justice, State College, Pa.

Fighting Scots will persist! Good vibes
to all of you and better days will come!

Greg Harris, ‘07, M “12, BS in

Health & Physical Education — Sport
Administration & MA Communication
Studies, Cleveland, Ohio

As a two-time alum and former EU
employee, | know the grit and resiliency
of Fighting Scots, and | know that

we are all in this together. The EU
community drives each other forward
and, even through difficult times, EU is
“For Those Who Strive!”

Charles Scalise, ‘86, Business, Erie, Pa.
Edinboro University is known for our
commitment to striving. Now, more than
ever, you have identified yourselves as
those who can strive. Go Boro!

Dr. Guiyou Huang, president
Congratulations on your graduation.

| am very proud of you. Despite all of
the problems caused by COVID-19 and
despite the abrupt transition from in-
person to online courses, you did it. You
made it. Use your diploma well.

Dr. Mary Jo Melvin, chairperson,
Early Childhood and Reading
Department

| feel so confident that you have
developed a tool kit that will enable
you to go out into the world and make
your mark. Always remember: You are
special. You are a winner. You are a
Fighting Scot.

TO THE CLASS OF 2020

Dr. Elaine Rinfrette, chairperson,
Social Work Department

I wish you all success in the future and
days filled with happiness. Always
remember: Life is a journey. You'll be
amazed at where it takes you.

Dr. Mary Elizabeth Meier, assistant
professor, Art Department

As you strive to serve your
communities and lead our world

to new places, we—the Edinboro
faculty—stand behind you. We are
cheering you on.

Dr. Ron Craig, professor, Psychology
Department

When | sit with my advisees and we talk
during their first semester at Edinboro,
we talk about how quickly time will fly.
Then, before we know it, we're sitting
down talking about graduation. It's
exciting to think about the things you'll
be doing in the future. We wish you the
very best.

Dr. Jingze Jiang, associate professor,
Business and Economics Department
Congratulations on your graduation, and
good luck on your next adventure. | want
to thank you for sharing your valuable
years with us. Keep being awesome.

Lt. Col. Benjamin Kavanagh, Edinboro
University ROTC

Congratulations on completing your
degree. Just because we're not
together for an in-person ceremony just
yet, don't think we're not celebrating
your success with you now. | wish you
all the best in your future endeavors
and look forward to seeing you back on
campus as an alumni.

C Lsgs
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CAPTURING THE STORY
FROM A DISTANCE

COVID-19 HAS PRESENTED BARRIERS
FOR US ALL. BUT IT'S ALSO RESULTED
IN UNEXPECTED OPPORTUNITIES.

With stay-at-home regulations in place, we approached
this issue of “The Boro” in a whole new way. Interviews
were conducted virtually. Pittsburgh-based photographer
John Altdorfer captured images outside, through windows
or via long-focus lenses. The beauty that emerged is proof
that Fighting Scots never stop striving—even during a
global pandemic.

Altdorfer, who has taken photos for “The Boro” since fall
2018, is no stranger to this kind of work. He and Edinboro
alumna Jill (Butcher) Farrar, ‘04, recently teamed up to
capture artistic images of Pittsburghers from a safe distance in
exchange for a donation to the Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank.
The duo raised more than $5,300 in less than a month.




When news broke in late December that
an unknown virus had caused a cluster of
pneumonia cases in Wuhan, China, it was
impossible to predict the global impact of
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).

By the end of January, the virus had spread
to 18 additional countries, and it was just
getting started.

Life as we knew it changed in the blink of an
eye. Restaurants, malls, amusement parks,
schools and daycares closed. Concerts and

other large-scale events were canceled.
Millions of people lost their jobs. Toilet
paper and disinfectant wipes became
precious commodities. Higher-education
institutions, including Edinboro, transitioned
to online learning.

While the world seemingly closed down,
Fighting Scots around the globe stepped up.

Doctors and nurses cared for critically ill
patients. Students adjusted to a new way of
learning. Educators reconfigured their courses
and mastered new technology. Staff members
adapted to telecommuting while balancing
family responsibilities. Employees in retail,
shipping, public transit and many more fields
performed life-sustaining work. Others stayed
home and helped to slow the curve.

The individuals featured on the following
pages represent a small sampling of Edinboro
alumni, faculty and students who navigated
the obstacles prompted by COVID-19 with
tremendous resolve.

Fighting Scots persevere. We invite
you to read their tales of persistence,

leadership, strength and courage.

“When we
Without difficult
emind us that oaks
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The issues that face the county
executive can seem intimidating.

Providing leadership to the region’s
economic development, expanding

a network of social services to reduce

mental health stigmas and treat trauma
survivors, overseeing the launch of

a new $26.5 million public safety

radio system and creating an efficient
government for Erie County are all on
Kathy Dahlkemper’s calendar.

And with the arrival of COVID-19,
Dahlkemper has added even more
bullet points to her daily agenda.

"My focus is COVID-19,"” said
Dahlkemper, who issued a stay-at-
home order for Erie County residents
on March 24. "How do we mitigate the
spread of it, and how do we save lives?”

As the highest-ranking elected official
in Erie County—home to nearly 270,000
Pennsylvanians—Dahlkemper has
prepared for this logistical challenge.

Shifting from economic discussions
and public safety projects,
Dahlkemper’s daily routine now includes
frequent reports from the COVID-19
response team—including Melissa Lyon,
director of the county’s Department
of Health, and a countywide incident
command structure.

Throughout the spring, she has also
delivered press briefings at 3 p.m. daily
to update residents about new cases
and potentially confirmed cases. At 4:15
p.m., her crew of public service, legal
and public information professionals has
met to discuss a reopening process.

“It's a fascinating time,” said
Dahlkemper, who graduated from
Edinboro in 1982 with a degree in
dietetics. “Luckily, | have an excellent
staff, working with every other
department that continues to do the
hard work.”

This collaborative approach is
something Dahlkemper has relied
on since taking office as Erie County
executive in January 2014. Her first
order of business as an elected official
in her home county was to drop the
silos of municipal government and
begin collective work with elected
leaders, nonprofit groups, healthcare
associations and other vital groups.

“We are one county government,”
said Dahlkemper, who was reelected to
a second term in November 2017. "We
are one community. And our community
as a whole has been more collaborative
than it's been in my lifetime.”
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Charting Erie

County’s Course

WHEN THE COVID CRISIS PUSHED HER CHALLENGES HIGHER, KATHY

DAHLKEMPER DOUBLED DOWN ON COLLABORATION

By Christopher LaFuria

In addition to informing the public
about changes in COVID-19 and the
county’s planning, Dahlkemper also has
major concemns. Erie County is one of
only six counties in Pennsylvania with a
centralized health department. Although
this puts Erie in a better position to
respond to pandemics like COVID-19,
Dahlkemper is concerned about how
state funding could affect future crises.

“What people are seeing now is—
because we haven't funded public
health in the way that we should
have—we've struggled dealing with
this pandemic,” she said. "I hope that
we've learned some lessons about
this—and the local, state and federal
level understands that we are doing
important work to keep everyone safe.”

Another major concern is the Erie
County economy, with major hits
to hospitality, professional services
and manufacturing due to COVID-19
quarantine. As of May 2020, the county
was still discussing plans to gradually
reopen certain industries.

"We're going to get back to some
sense of normal, but | think our
sense of normal is going to be much
different than it was before COVID-19,”
Dahlkemper said.

Dahlkemper, who lives in the City
of Erie with her husband, Dan, has
spent her career putting her hometown
at the top of her priority list. Prior to
becoming county executive, she served
Pennsylvania’s 3rd Congressional
District in the U.S. House of
Representatives until 2011—becoming
the first woman ever elected to this
district position.

"The most successful work in our
country is being done at the local
level,” said Dahlkemper, who decided
to run for the Erie County executive
position to provide more impactful
service to her community. “You can
visibly see changes that have occurred
because of the work we've done.”

With a background in dietetics and
health science, Dahlkemper has used
her experience from Edinboro University
to understand the human condition—
and exactly how COVID-19 impacts the
mental, physical and emotional health
of her community.

“This is a very, very difficult time for
even the healthiest of people,” said
Dahlkemper, who received an Honorary
Doctorate from Edinboro in May 2012
for her work in public service. "There
are days when | find myself anxious and
wondering if this will ever be over.”

Dahlkemper said that, although there
is still major work to be done, she does
see the light at the end of the tunnel.

“Because of the work that has been
done over the past five years, we are
in @ much better place today to deal
with getting back and running our
economy,” she said. “That's really a
tribute to all the work that has been
done—from government, for-profit,
nonprofit, philanthropic, universities—

I think we all are in a better place. Erie
County will definitely be one of the
counties that bounces back, maybe
easier than others”

As Dahlkemper works with Erie
County officials and her local
communities to find solutions and seek
a return to normalcy, she reflected on
how returning to the county has created
a philosophical and spiritual connection.

“I'm living my purpose right now,”
she said. “| feel very much like this is
where | am supposed to be in my life.
| was put into this particular position as
county executive because | would be
needed for this particular role.”

|
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40 YEARS AND THEN SOME

DEDICATED EDUCATOR DELAYS RETIREMENT TO HELP IN UNCERTAIN TIMES

By Logan Lilly

For 40 years, alumnus Rick Scaletta, ‘80, has been a vital
part of the General McLane School District in Edinboro, Pa.,
as a music teacher, choral director, assistant band director
and administrator. This fall, Scaletta’s tenure there will
presumably come to an end.

Scaletta’s last day as superintendent in the district of more
than 2,100 students had been scheduled for June 30. But due
to concerns related to the COVID-19 pandemic, the school
board asked him to stay on until his replacement is found.

Looking back on his time serving the community, Scaletta
recalled how the Edinboro area caught his attention in the
first place.

“When | was in high school, my band director was very
influential in my life, and he actually suggested Edinboro,” said
Scaletta, who grew up in Johnstown, Pa. “He had known Cliff
Cox in the Music Department. | came for Music Education, and
he spoke highly of it.”

An education was important to his parents, neither of whom
had finished high school. His father left the classroom behind
to fight in World War II, and his mother left school in the eighth
grade to help support her family.

"They would always say, 'Education is important,’” Scaletta
recalled. “Even though they didn't technically finish their basic
education, they still understood the importance of it.”

Entering Edinboro as a tuba major and a vocal minor, Scaletta
said it was the faculty who truly shaped his college experience.

"Gordon Flood was the choir director then. | did work-study
in his office; | was the choral librarian, basically his assistant, and
he was a great influence on me. He was just a brilliant, brilliant
man,” Scaletta said. “Music has always been important to me
because it allows us to transcend the drudgery of the everyday.”

By spring 1980, Scaletta had graduated and was packed
up to leave campus, expecting to return to the area only for
homecomings. But he was mistaken.

That July, Scaletta got a call: General McLane was looking
for a teacher with a background in both band and choir. Within
weeks, Scaletta was hired by the school district where he would
remain for four decades, just down the road from the Edinboro
University campus.

Scaletta's focus shifted from teaching to administration, and
he was named superintendent in 2010. He occasionally looked
at working elsewhere throughout his career, but leaving never
felt right, he said.

THE FIGHTERS

“| did not think | was going to stay at General McLane for
40 years when | started here. | became aware that this really is
a unique community,” he said.

Scaletta, 62, is most proud of the relationships he formed in
the school district, where his wife, Judy, teaches high school
math. “When | look back at the 40 years, | think mostly about
people—students, teachers, community members—that | had
the pleasure of being involved with.”

Scaletta always tried to keep students in mind, he said.
Before every decision he would ponder what was the best
thing for the students. “In some places administrative
convenience comes before the student needs. That has never
been the case at General MclLane, and | hope it never becomes
the case,” he said.

While he looks forward to retirement, Scaletta has the unique
hurdle of COVID-19 to face. Scaletta said the state-ordered
closure of schools for the academic year required the broadest
application of problem-solving skills he has experienced.

“Every teacher had to completely rethink what they were
doing,” Scaletta said. “We had people stepping up to make
lunches for kids, to take care of the buildings; some of our bus
drivers are making deliveries of our learning packets to kids
who don’t have internet. And the community and parents have
been very supportive.”

During social distancing, Scaletta has taught himself video
editing skills, creating supportive videos each Sunday for his
faculty and staff.

“We're going to come out of this crisis better and as better
teachers,” Scaletta predicted.

Despite his long career of accomplishments, Scaletta still
attributes his success to where he came from and the state
university that got him here.

“My parents did not finish high school, but here | am, one
of only 500 leaders of a public school system in the state.

It's pretty amazing when you think about it,” he said. “I'm a
first-generation college student, and if it wasnt for places like
Edinboro, | don’t know what would have happened.”

“We’re going to come
out of this crisis better
and as better teachers.”

EDINBORO UNIVERSITY 9
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THE FIGHTERS

FRONTLINE FIGHTER

HIV EXPERT DR. DAVID MONTEFIORI IS AT THE FOREFRONT OF COVID-19
VACCINE RESEARCH

By Logan Lilly

Through most of his career, Edinboro alumnus Dr. David
Montefiori has focused on tackling one of the biggest medical
challenges of our time, HIV/AIDS. This year, a new challenge
and a new virus is on his radar: COVID-19.

While the two viruses differ, Montefiori sees the similarities in
how the medical community is fighting back against both.

“The strong sense of urgency and the need to move
quickly to develop effective treatments and vaccines for
COVID-19 reminds me of the early days of the HIV epidemic,”
said Montefiori, professor and director of the Laboratory for
AIDS Vaccine Research and Development at Duke University
Medical Center.

“Unfortunately, HIV turned out to be a much more complex
virus. COVID-19 is much different—simpler, and more
vulnerable to our immune system. Hopefully, this makes it an
easier target for vaccines.”

A major focus of Montefiori's work to combat COVID-19 with
his team is helping to develop a vaccine, specifically when the
virus has mutated into different strains.

"The COVID-19 genome is much more stable than HIV,
even more stable than influenza virus, but it does mutate,”
Montefiori said. “Together with colleagues at the Los Alamos
National Laboratory in New Mexico, we recently discovered a
new, mutant form of COVID-19 that is more transmissible. We
call this new form the D614G strain.”

Montefiori explained that the effectiveness of vaccines now
in development depends on whether they can combat both
strains of the virus or if a second vaccine will be needed.

"All COVID-19 vaccines currently in development are based
on the original Wuhan-1 strain. We do not know whether
those vaccines will work against the D614G form of the virus,”
Montefiori said. “We are doing experiments to determine
whether it will be necessary to create second-generation
vaccines to protect against both forms of the virus, or whether
the current vaccines are likely to protect against both.”

While work on the vaccine is promising, Montefiori said it is
important for everyone to continue listening to experts during
this uncertain time.

"My best advice is to continue to be vigilant, even after
stay-at-home and social distancing restrictions are lifted and
you begin to get out again,” Montefiori stressed. “Be mindful
of the vulnerable populations, such as the elderly and those
with underlying medical conditions. Get tested if you feel
sick. Wash your hands often. Pay attention to the advice of
infectious disease experts, people like Drs. Tony Fauci and
Deborah Birx, who are doing their best to provide us with the
information we need.”

Montefiori attributes many of the skills he uses in the lab
to the solid education he received in his undergraduate work
at Edinboro.

A strong undergraduate education was absolutely essential
in preparing me for all of this,” Montefiori said. “Edinboro
had incredible faculty who were knowledgeable, resourceful,
creative and highly dedicated to their students. Looking
back, | also recognize the value of the basic and advanced
course offerings that were available in areas such as biology,
chemistry, biochemistry, microbiology, physics and statistics,
to mention a few, in addition to the many interesting course
offerings outside my major, all of which contributed to an
expanded base of knowledge to prepare me for what was to
come next.”

“My best advice is to continue to be
vigilant, even after stay-at-home and
social distancing restrictions are lifted
and you begin to get out again”

Montefiori earned his bachelor's degree in Biology from
Edinboro in 1978. Following graduation, he earned his Ph.D.
in Microbiology from Clemson and later became a faculty
member at Vanderbilt University Medical Center, where
he began his work on HIV. He eventually moved to Duke
University to continue his work on HIV with a focus on vaccines
and neutralizing antibodies.

Montefiori attributes the path he took in his career to
independent studies he worked on while at Edinboro.

“This research occupied most of my ‘free’ time during my
last two years at Edinboro, including summers, and became
the basis of my doctoral research at Clemson,” Montefiori
recalled. “These independent projects reinforced my passion
for research and my commitment to a career in science.”

To current students, Montefiori offered advice to make the
most out of their college experience.

“I strongly encourage all students to take advantage of
the many opportunities Edinboro has to offer,” Montefiori
said. “This is a unique time in your life to absorb information
and learn how to use that information in meaningful and
constructive ways that are personally rewarding.”
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By Stacey Federoff

Ella notices everything.

She's only 3 years old, but she heard the word "coronavirus”
on the news and asked her parents what it was.

“At first, we simply explained to her that there was a
bad germ that was making people sick,” said her mother,

Carli Hoehn Belosh, of Meadville, Pa. “She asks reasons for
everything, so once we explained to her that everything

is closed because we don't want to get sick, she's been
extremely matter-of-fact about it. She comments all the time
about wanting to do things ‘once Corona goes away."”

Belosh, who earned a bachelor’s degree in Speech
Communication in 2009 and a Master of Arts in Communication
Studies (MACS) in 2011 from Edinboro, worked from home as
a precaution related to the COVID-19 pandemic. She and her
husband, Jordan, took care of Ella and their 7-month-old son,
Elliot, through the duration of the statewide stay-at-home order
in their northwestern Pennsylvania county.

“The main difference in transitioning from life prior to
COVID-19 and now is the lack of quiet time, and focused
work time,"” Belosh said in April. “In an office, it's much
easier to start a task, focus and complete it without too much
distraction.”

Most days, the pair would switch every few hours working in
their basement home office and taking care of the kids, who
would normally be playing and learning at the Meadville Family
YMCA daycare.

Belosh has worked since June 2013 as the assistant director
for donor relations at Allegheny College. As part of her work,
several projects were postponed or canceled, with one event—
the annual Gator Giving Day—changed from in-person to virtual.

“It's one of my favorite days of the year—campus always
feels alive and excited, and alumni across the country are
enthusiastic online,” she said. “While the day was incredibly
successful, leading up to it was filled with uncertainty.”

During the stay-at-home order, she missed spending time
with her co-workers. Her closest friend, Lauren Kennedy, was
a fellow 2011 MACS graduate from Edinboro and is now a co-
worker, serving as the assistant director of annual giving.

“We have a very social workplace, and I've come to realize
how vital that is to my work motivation and energy levels,”
Belosh said. “A lot of good ideas come from impromptu
meetings in the office, and this environment makes it extremely
challenging for that to happen.”

In addition to technology problems—"My co-workers often
tell me | am freezing or sound like a robot”— Belosh said one
drawback is the guilt she feels having to juggle her work and
spending quality time with her kids.

“Ella gets excited every night when we tell her we are done
with work,” Belosh said. “When | am at the office, | have the
peace of mind knowing my kids are at day care, with their
friends and teachers they love. They are getting the attention
they deserve, all while learning and having a good time. At
home, while | am working, | have the guilt of feeling like |
should be playing with them, instead of just ‘occupying’ them.

“I worry | am not teaching my 3-year-old enough, at a time
when | know she would be thriving in her preschool class,”
Belosh said. “Right now, | know Ella and Elliot are being taken
care of; | just have guilt thinking they may not be interacted
with enough—or taught enough.”

When the whole family is free during the evenings and
weekends, the Beloshes spend time taking walks, video-
chatting with grandparents and cousins, building blocks in the
living room or including the kids in help with household chores.

Even in a small way, staying connected with her alma mater
has helped some.

“| especially appreciate the positive messages coming from
Edinboro—we are so inundated with negativity right now that
any positive messages make people feel just a little better,”
Belosh said.

She looks forward to when she can once again tell Ella
that the whole family can go to a restaurant or the Children’s
Museum of Pittsburgh.

“When | just focus on the day ahead of me and finishing my
work and keeping the kids happy and healthy for that day, it's
much easier to digest,” Belosh said. “When | think of the long-
term situation, or when we may be able to go back to ‘normal’
life, it's easy to get overwhelmed.”
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A LIFETIME

OF PUBLIC
SAFETY SERVICE
PREPARED JIM
DAHLE TO PUT
THE CAMPUS
PANDEMIC PLAN
INTO ACTION

By Kristin Brockett

CRISIS

Even before the spread of COVID-19
forced higher-education institutions
across the nation to transition to online
instruction, Edinboro University was
ready. In fact, Edinboro’s pandemic
plan long predates the current global
health crisis.

That's because Jim Dahle is at his
best when he's preparing for the worst.

As Edinboro’s director of safety
and risk management, Dahle,

‘06, oversees all aspects of the
University's hazard mitigation efforts,
including emergency preparedness,
occupational, environmental and fire
safety, regulatory compliance, access
control and security systems.

His vigilant, ongoing work to
enhance University safety programs and
procedures was integral to Edinboro’s
swift and decisive response to COVID-19.
And his leadership throughout the crisis is
one of the many reasons he was named
Edinboro University's 2020 Staff Member
of the Year.

"Jim is a knowledgeable and
dedicated professional who is committed
to student, employee and community




“My father instilled

service as a core value
in my brother and me
when we were young.”

position with a forensic engineering firm
in the Cleveland area, working alongside
his mentor and fellow Edinboro alumnus,
Jason Wallace, '98, as a fire explosion
investigator. It was during that time that
he first became interested in safety and
risk management.

“As a fire explosion investigator, you
work to identify the origin and cause of
a variety of fires and explosions,” Dahle
said. "This information can be used by
insurance companies, organizations and
government entities to improve codes
and standards to reduce the overall risk
of property damage, injury or death.”

He later served as a fire and life safety
specialist at Case Western Reserve
University, while also working as a
lieutenant, fire inspector, firefighter and
emergency medical technician for his
local municipality.

When the position opened at
Edinboro, he seized the opportunity to
return to his alma mater.

Now he works around the clock
conducting fire drills, performing safety
inspections, updating safety programs
and procedures, evaluating emergency

plans, testing indoor air quality,
leading safety prevention training,
monitoring severe weather, handling
the University’s property and liability
insurance, managing the campus
emergency alert system and providing
support to University departments

as they work to improve their safety
programs and procedures.

“The primary goal of my job is to
prevent incidents such as injuries,
illnesses and property damage and to
mitigate the risks that could adversely
affect the campus community,” said
Dahle, who takes this charge seriously,
even ending all campus emails with the
salutation, “stay safe.”

Since January, Dahle and members

of Edinboro’s Emergency Response
Team have been monitoring news
about the spread of coronavirus.
The group reviewed the University's
established pandemic plan and created
a specific COVID-19 response protocol
using guidance from the World Health
Organization and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

Dahle collaborated with county,

state and federal agencies regarding
logistical planning efforts for the

use of University buildings and
resources in the event the virus
overloaded local hospitals. He also
worked with safety and emergency
management professionals from each of
Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher
Education universities to develop
guidance for workplace safety during
the pandemic.

Despite the demands of the job and
his frequent after-hours trips to campus,
the father of two remains calm, cool and
collected and never seeks praise for his
contributions.

“| could not function in this position
without the support of my wonderful
wife, Racheal, and my exceptional staff,”
Dahle said. "As a first responder, | have
been a part of emergencies where there
has been property damage, injury and
death. Anytime | can work to prevent this
on campus, it is a job well done.”







Connie Lyons Schreffler feels cheated.

When Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf closed schools statewide
in mid-March, Schreffler said goodbye to her 20 fourth-grade
students at Erie Day School. The unexpected early dismissal
robbed her of a rare teaching experience.

“| started at Erie Day School four years ago with first grade,”
said Schreffler, ‘15. “My students this year were in that class.

It was nice to be with them again to see how they developed
and changed.”

The COVID-related shutdown wiped out the end of the
school year for Schreffler. She missed much of the middle, too,
when she went on maternity leave in late October and returned
at the start of February. Overall, she spent just over three
months with her class during the 2019-20 academic calendar.

Schreffler feels cheated because she loves being a teacher.
In a classroom. Working with students one-on-one. In person.

“Online courses really go against the way | teach,” she
said. “During a lesson, | walk around the room about 75
percent of the time, helping students who have a problem or
giving them a pat on the back when they get it. You can’t do
that through a screen.”

Still, Schreffler will do whatever she can for her students.
That's why you'll find her at her laptop in front of her home's
living room window up to 12 hours a day to prepare her
students for the fifth grade. She credits her training at Edinboro
with helping her adapt. Dealing with the problems caused by a
pandemic, however, wasn't part of the curriculum. That lesson
plan evolves daily.

“Simple things that took five minutes in class need a lot
more time online,” she said. “You might have to remind a
student that she’s on mute. Or tell someone to move to a
different part of the house because his sister is too loud in the
background. And there might be a sibling at home who needs
to use the computer, too.”

And, yes, being a first-time mother adds a layer of
challenges on top of an already demanding situation.
Fortunately, she has in-house support to help care for her
nearly 6-month-old daughter. Her husband, Mitch, is also a
homebound teacher.

rom dour (virtua
eacher, with Love

EU ALUM TAKES FOURTH-GRADERS
ONLINE BUT MISSES ONE-ON-ONE,
PERSONAL FEEL OF CLASSROOM

By John Altdorfer

“We're lucky that Hayden is such a good baby,” she said.
“We've become very good multitaskers. We take turns with her
when she's awake. When she’s napping, we go our separate
ways and try to be super-productive. When she’s goes to bed
for the night, we continue working. We have to be 100 percent
on, all day, as teachers and new parents.”

By the way, the Schrefflers met at Edinboro in a Special
Education course taught by Terri White. Mitch, 15, teaches
health and physical education at Cathedral Preparatory School
in Erie.

You could call Connie Schreffler an Erie Day School lifer.

She attended the private middle school as a student. She
completed her student teaching there, then returned as a
teacher after graduating from Edinboro. Ask who inspired her
to become a teacher, and the answer won't surprise you.

“My fourth-grade teacher,” she said. “Bonnie Tansey. She
was the epitome of the perfect teacher you'll never forget.”

Schreffler feels cheated because her students may never
forget this school year—for the wrong reasons.

"My fourth-graders are missing their friends and teachers,”
she said. “Big time. Some are really struggling. Parents are
saying their kids are scared and having trouble sleeping.
Finding out that some students were stressed by this really
crushed me. The students (may) figure out this ‘new normal.’
But | don't think they would prefer it all the time. They need
the personal interaction that you only get in a classroom.”

While she plans new lessons and creates YouTube videos for
her class, Schreffler turns to another source for an extra assist.

“Each night, | pray for every single one of my students,”
she said. "I want them to know that | love them—and all the
kids at our school. They're all special to me. I'm an open door
for everyone.”

And when students enter that open door, they'll find Connie
Schreffle—an unforgettable teacher with an open heart.

NoT A
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NURSING PROGRAM DIRECTOR
CHALLENGED BY THE 'NEW NORMAL'’
IN CLASSROOMS AND THE ER

By John Altdorfer

Dr. Tom White was in the home stretch.

In mid-March, the clock was running out fast on his three-year
term as director of Edinboro University’s nursing program.

When the school year ended, White planned to travel a bit
before returning to his usual summer shift as a registered nurse
practitioner in the emergency room at St. Vincent Hospital in
nearby Erie, Pa.

He was looking forward to returning to the classroom
as a professor for the fall semester, sharing his expertise in
emergency medicine, family medicine and occupational health.

Then COVID hit.

Around the country ER personnel struggled to care for soaring
numbers of patients with respiratory symptoms.

Fortunately, St. Vincent did not, and White has yet to see a
COVID-positive patient. So far, Erie County has avoided the
onslaught that many American communities suffered, with just
124 confirmed cases by mid-May.

One April night, White stood in the middle of the ER as nurses,
doctors and other personnel calmly went about their normal
duties. Not a patient—COVID or otherwise—was in sight. For
the most part, it was “business as usual,” White said.

Still, he approaches every ER shift with extreme caution.

“Everyone |'ve examined for the virus has tested negative,” he
said. “But every person | see, | assume they are positive.”

As director of the school’s nursing program, White knows that
his workplace will be a bit different for some time. Instead of
working on campus each day, he pulls up a chair in front of his
home office computer to meet with staff via Zoom conferences
and advise graduate nursing students online.

Overall, his professor’s role remains “business as usual,” White
said. While his graduate nursing students stopped clinical work
because of the virus, White continues to supervise them online,
as he did before Pennsylvania issued a stay-at-home order.

"My teaching responsibilities weren't affected much” by the
pandemic, White said. “But that’s not the same for everyone. It
was an especially big change for the undergraduate faculty.”

Nursing instructors typically meet with undergraduate
students in classrooms and clinical settings. The pandemic

THE FIGHTERS

meant the staff needed to quickly adapt a complex, hands-on
curriculum to remote, online lessons.

White praised the department’s innovative responses to
the challenge.

“Our faculty were outstanding,” he said. “They came up
with creative ways to deliver the content and meet the course
objectives. They are an incredible group that has done an
amazing job in continuing this program.”

Another point of pride for White is that the 2020 nursing class
will graduate on schedule, ready to join the medical community’s
fight against the novel virus.

As usual, many of those in-demand graduates will accept jobs
close to home—even though they could work and live just
about anywhere they choose.

“The nice thing about being in this area is that many of our
graduates go into advanced practice roles or administrative
positions and make huge contributions in hospitals throughout
the community,” White said. “They could get jobs wherever
they want. But they stay here to serve as nurse practitioners,
nurse midwives, nurse anesthetists and many other roles. It says
something about our students and the community.”

Though he enjoyed his time in the director’s chair, White is
eager to resume what he enjoys most about being part of the
nursing program—classroom teaching.

“If there is one thing | missed as the director it's seeing
the students’ progress from year to year,” he said. “As
their competency levels increase, they're able to work
independently. You see that ‘aha’ moment when the light
comes on. It's when they make the connection between the
classroom work and the clinical setting that gets them ready
for practice. That's very fulfilling.”

Though he can't predict when “things will get back to
normal,” White knows he always has a place in education
and nursing.

"I found my niche,” he said. While his dual professions
presented him with many opportunities, what he likes most is
being able to make a difference in people’s lives.”

For White, that difference will always be “business as usual.”
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WHERE GOOD DESIGN RULE

WHEN HER STUDIO WENT SILENT, FURNITURE DESIGN PROFESSOR SHIFTED
HER STUDENTS TO CARDBOARD CREATIONS

By Kristin Brockett

On a typical day in Karen Ernst’s classroom, there isn’t much
quiet time.

The piercing shrill of a table saw drowns out the constant
roar of the air filtration system. A mallet taps on the back of a
chisel. Sandpaper brushes along a piece of freshly cut maple,
generating a rhythmic shh—shh—shh.

It's like an orchestra of tools performing a woodworker’s
symphony. And Ernst, who has taught woodworking and
furniture design at Edinboro University since 2004, is the
spirited conductor.

Lately though, the atmosphere in her studio is markedly
different. The sweet, familiar smell of sawdust still hangs in the
air, but productivity has screeched to a halt. The instruments
are idle, and the silence is deafening.

Dozens of tool kits sit atop the wooden worktables—left there
by students as they hurriedly departed campus in the wake of
COVID-19. For Ernst, the kits represent the challenges she and
her students have faced together over the last several weeks.

“The way that | teach is so dependent on using the
equipment in the studio,” she said. “I'd much rather be in
the studio with my students than looking at them through a
computer screen, but it's out of everyone’s hands.”

When the decision was made on March 16 to move all courses
online for the remainder of the spring semester, Ernst and her
colleagues faced the difficult task of adapting their hands-on
courses for a new modality. After some serious contemplation,
Ernst did what artists do best—she got creative.

In lieu of wood designs, the students were tasked with
creating six chair models out of cardboard using the techniques
they had learned in the first half of the semester. For their final
project, they selected one model to transform into a full-scale,
functioning piece of cardboard furniture.

“It was pretty important for me to not ask them to leave their
house or to spend any money to buy materials to complete my
course,” said Ernst, who met regularly with each of her classes
via Zoom to review their progress. “| just felt like this is an
intense, tough time for everyone, and | didn’t want to put any
additional burden on my students in any way.”

Despite the circumstances, students embraced the
challenge. In addition to strengthening their foundational
skills, the exercise reinforced the notion that a beautiful piece
doesn't necessarily begin with perfect materials.

“| always tell my students not to substitute fancy wood
for good design,” said Ernst, who prefers locally available
hardwoods over expensive, imported woods. “If you're an
artist, you should be able to make work that's meaningful to
you regardless of the material you're working with."”

Ernst has been creating art through various mediums since
grade school, and she knows a thing or two about good design.
In addition to a full teaching schedule, the mother of three

carves out time in the studio whenever possible. Two of her
pieces are currently on display at the Patterson-Appleton Arts
Center in Denton, Texas. Only 72 works were selected from
more than 1,000 submissions.

“The problem-solving that occurs in the classroom definitely
carries into my own work. It pushes me,” she said. "l try to
exhibit in at least half a dozen shows a year.”

She grew up in East Aurora, N.Y.—not far from the Roycroft
Inn, a national historic landmark that had a strong influence on
the Arts and Crafts Movement in America. Founded in 1895 by
Elbert Hubbard and named after the English printers, Samuel
and Thomas Roycroft, the campus was home to a reformist
community of printers, furniture makers, metalsmiths and
bookbinders until 1938.

After earning a bachelor’s degree in Studio Art with a
concentration in Woodworking and Furniture Design from
SUNY Geneseo in 1998, she completed an MFA in Furniture
Design at the Rhode Island School of Design. During the
summers, she made high-end cabinetry and custom furniture
with a cabinetmaker on Martha's Vineyard.

Exchanging sandy beaches for the Rocky Mountains, Ernst
then served as a wood studio assistant for two years at Anderson
Ranch Arts Center in Snowmass Village, Colo. The campus draws
art makers and art enthusiasts from all over the world.

Now at Edinboro, she continues to draw inspiration from
travel, focusing on natural shapes, textures and landscapes.

"The process of creating something can be therapeutic for
a lot of people,” Ernst said. “| think artists get a little addicted
to the magic that happens when a piece really comes together
successfully. We keep making things to get to that feeling again.”

“If you're an artist,
you should be able
to make work that’s
meaningful to you
regardless of the
material you're
working with.”

A cardboard chair designed by Nick Carpinello
for Professor Ernst’s Woodworking course.
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PHYSICS PROFESSOR GOT A JUMP START BY FILMING VIDEO LECTURES,
LAB DEMOS TAILORED TO HIS STUDENTS’ NEEDS

Scientist. Researcher. Faculty member. Program coordinator.

Dr. Abdur Rahman, an associate professor in Edinboro
University's Physics and Technology Department, has something
new to add to his curriculum vitae—online instructor.

Prior to the March 11 suspension of in-person courses in
response to the novel coronavirus, he had never taught online.
But thanks to the inherent inquisitive nature that motivates most
scientists, he was prepared.

“l wanted to know how an online course works from the
perspective of the faculty and students,” Rahman said. “So in
fall 2019 I took a training on how to teach an online course. That
definitely helped me in making this transition.”

Rahman was scheduled to present his latest research at the
American Physical Society’s annual meeting in Denver on March
2. When he received word that the event was canceled due to
COVID-19, he began to think about how he could adapt his
face-to-face courses for distance learning.

He got to work immediately, creating instructions for students
and recording introductory videos with information about
expectations, timelines, adaptations and assessment tools.
During spring break, Rahman filmed video lectures and lab
demonstrations for all his classes.

“l used video lectures instead of synchronous instruction so
that students could watch the lectures at their convenience,”
he said. "I have students who have other family obligations that
they need to take care of because of this emergency situation,
and they may not be able to meet me over Zoom during the
regularly scheduled time.”

Rahman posted worksheets, homework and quizzes online and
also sent them via email in case students had difficulty accessing
the University's web-based learning management system. In
place of hands-on labs, he researched and implemented free
electronic design software, and instead of general office hours,
he designated office hours for each course. He also uploaded
problem-solving video sessions and encouraged students to text
him at any time to set up a Zoom meeting.

“The students have been very receptive to these changes and
have adapted quickly,” he said. “I have to give a lot of credit to
the students who have been immensely helpful, attentive and
worked hard to make this effort a successful one.”

One of eight children, Rahman first took an interest in physics
when his eldest sister, Zohora, was explaining fundamental
concepts from his ninth grade textbook. Zohora, who was an

undergraduate student at the time and now holds a Ph.D. in
Physics, inspired him to pursue a similar path.

Rahman earned a Bachelor of Science in Physics from Dhaka
University in Bangladesh in 1996. He later completed a master's
degree in Physics from Oklahoma State University and a Ph.D. in
Electrical Engineering from Colorado State University.

Before joining the Edinboro faculty in 2015, he spent five
years in the Electrical Engineering Department at Georgia
Southern University, teaching circuit analysis, computer
engineering and microcontrollers.

"I distinctly remember that | was very excited to apply for the
assistant professor position at Edinboro University because the
job description matched my interest and expertise very closely,”
he said.

Since 2010, Rahman has been awarded nearly $250,000
in grants and research awards, including a recent $120,000
equipment grant, which will be used for active faculty and
student research, laboratory experiments and new course
development.

For two consecutive summers, he was selected to participate
in the Department of Energy's Visiting Faculty Program at
the Los Alamos National Laboratory. The highly competitive
program allowed Rahman to collaborate with some of the most
talented scientists in the world in an effort to design, fabricate
and characterize planar metasurface reflectors for microwave
communication.

“I'have the support of my department chair, Dr. Richard Lloyd,
and Dr. Denise Ohler, dean of the College of Science and Health
Professions, to carry out my research activities,” said Rahman,
who lives in Mentor, Ohio, with his wife, Dr. Faria Hug, and their
two sons. “They are very supportive and always encourage me
to attend conferences and present my work.”

Hug is an assistant professor of Economics and Quantitative
Methods at Lake Erie College in Painesville, Ohio.

“l enjoy what | am doing every day, but there are days when
| feel delighted,” he said. “Commencement events that | have
attended made me proud of being a part of this university. Also,
when students drop by to let me know that they have been
accepted into graduate programs, offered an internship or a job,
or into a medical school, etc., it makes my day. | feel grateful for
all these moments.”




ART THERAPY PROGRAM DESIGNS
INTERACTIVE VIRTUAL SESSIONS TO
COMBAT ISOLATION

“The act of art-
making creates a
similar effect to that
of meditation, so it
is very calming.”
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When Sheila Lorenzo de la Pena noticed a utility bill on her
kitchen counter, she knew she wasn't going to mail it at the
post office. Since the COVID-19 quarantine period, she's been
paying her bills online.

As an art therapy instructor and uninterrupted creator,
though, de la Pefa did take note of some fascinating design
elements in the patterns and logos on the envelope.

“It's all about being open and seeing things differently
and artistically,” said de la Pefa, assistant professor in
Edinboro’s Counseling, School Psychology and Special
Education Department.

It's this everyday creativity and a need for decompression
and de-stressing from home-based education that led de la
Pefia and Edinboro’s Art Therapy Program to develop a virtual
mindfulness outreach for students and the community.

Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday during the quarantine,
Edinboro’s Art Therapy folks hosted virtual open studios on Zoom
and Instagram (@edinboroart