Dear friend with the colors @

When your last V.B. was written
it told you about the unusual wet we-
ather we had had in Slippery Rock--the
truth of the matter is,wWe then dident

know that the same kind Of Weather‘ Would

* WJunE 16, |
continue for almost a month longer, with rains |92¥ o G i
A’A "
TN

almost every day, with overcast skies, with the (;_
campus grass so long that they finally had to {
use sickles and scythes, and as this is now being (j;

written a crew of men are out forking piles of
hay in trucks - that would remind you of a hay -
fielde Now they are able to use the power mowers and the
old campus is again looking like itself, altho there is still much to
be done yet. Few gardens were plowed until a week ago, and thus a late
crop of garden stuffi is expected. Floods in the middle west inundated
square miles and that will have its effect on foods alSo. Well, ano=-
ther commencement has '€Ome and gone at S.R.--the quietest one that we
ever did see, and no Alumni Day for you know whye. Inclosed is a copy
of the Program which will doubtless be of interest to you. The men of
the class who left college during the last semester were, dus to a ru-
ling by State Supt. Haas,, graduated in absentia--their mothers or fa-
thers being there to receive the diploma, for the sons who were in this
mans army, Navy or Marine Corpse Present in the chapel was Tim Ehlics
now a lst Lieutenant, was home on leave for a little while having been
bowled over by the concussion of a Jap shell exploding back of him in
Guadacanal--his back muscles were slightly injored-hospitalized him
for three months--now a8 good as everes Tim was here also for Class
Day exercises in the chapel a few days before graduation and he made a
nice appropriate response when called upon to receive the 1943 SAXICE-
NA year book =-which, was dedicated to YOU fellows and Girls also wiih
the colors=---and a hearty CONGRATULATION --it could not have been bet=-
ter dedicated L1811 It<is an interesting and well .illustrated volume
and if you havent se¢en it, I think you will some daye And so the
regular college year has ended, a short vacation has come and gone for
most of us, as now the Pre-Session has started and so we are once aga=-
in teaching college classes. Of course the regular Army Cadet progre-
am goes on indipendent of college classes just the same, with the add-
ed pep and zest that this body has addcd to the campus. Thcy now
have their own band, and their ochestra plays for dances. Since the
last V.B. has gone out the great victory of Bizerti and Cap Bon has
taken place , .when Shousands of the "Supermen" (pardon the giggle)came
in surrendering and woadering what it was all aboutiil JUST NOW the
world is momentarily watching where OUR next move will be--and would=-
Hitler like to knowii! I am most keen that these letters reach you
fellows especially in combat--they may be days reaching you, and if and
when you can find the time to answer, please stre¥ceM a point _ond do so
for we will have you in mind svery hour=-from none would word be more
welcome, both to us here at your old eollege, end o your folks back
at homes.eeand may the great portecting hand of Providence watch over
you. every minute. Be Strong--we know you are Brave § And jus® a
little word here that we mentioned away earlier in one of the VBs .that
came out months ago-----Be sure you make a great number of friends in
your outfits the same as you did here at college=-no telling when
these friendships may play a very decided part in your service 1ife.
And these fricndships you make with your outfit men are also LASTING
friendships ( just 128% week the Millers had dinner with a pal and
his wife in Pittsburgh=-a pal made in World War I-over 20 years agf) -
and you will be duing #he same thing 20 years hence with friends you
arc¢ making in your own outfit today. To the campus have come quite
2 list of visitors during the past three weeks : Walték Kiebler, Fil
Nocera, both of thc Shénango Roplacemont Depot near Greenville, WLILLy
Romsto from Camp Wheeler, Grayson McCandless for a little fuklough st
his home here, Freddy WDarlin, Telling of his tough course at Notre
Yame , MidShipmans ’chool,, 15t Licut Bill Templc here for Commencement
and home for a little rest before taking off again for the West, Lt Dic
ck Joncs who is now likely in Honolulu, and Ens Carl Sincula just here
last night ,. home on furlough=he will return to Pensagola, instruct in
Dive Bombing=-and I hope I havent missed any of the others--any how it
Was a pleasure to see all of you=-=-come back again to Slippery Rock and
bc absolutely sure your ALWAYS WELCOME~-its grand to see you chaps herc
againe And now as space will allow for EXCERPTS from a .fine
big assortment of letters, the wh y of them we wish we cguld

St nany
include----- From Pfe George DARR(Recon Co665TDBnNCampHoodTex) " I yas
proud to be remembered wi

JARE

. b h a Py of V.Be even though N i was o 2nd Semc

ester Freshman--I have moved 30 miles north from here and we are noW at

North Camp Hood", From Capt F.I.PETUCHA " At present I am on an Engli-

sh speaking “sland in tha'ﬁqgﬁhﬁﬁﬁ”
: 1

Pocific.The folks are most cordial
ease turn the pages .
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and amiable. I have made many good friends which of course makes: our
work not quite so difficulte. I have my own camp here Wh%ch-hOBS?ﬁ;my
company of of Marines quite confortably. Fecding, training, clothing,
and discipling nigh to two hundred‘Leathernecks kecp me busy=-che POYS
call me "Czar" so you know they have a sense of humore. Your V.B. is o
great Moral Buildreeke¢cp them coming" -And Freddy come again with a
letter-good luckd From Lt Frank J. Ladesic(39th Bomb6lstSq=Davis Mon-
thon FldTusconkriz) "At present Im stationed here in Tuscon where Im
taking my first of 2 or 3phases of combat tralning. Ive been assigned
2 crew that in some future day will give a good account of itselfl. If
all goes well I1l be getting my own B24(Liberator)in about 2 months &
a Jefinite assignment soon after=I hope ! That picture of our old
swinming team brought back lovely memories and Im not kidding when I
say I had a lump in my throat¥ — From Cpl Harold Elliott(28MPCamp Pick
ett Va)dJake how you do get aroundi)" I presume the gas ban hinders the
trout fishing some this year--When the time comes as it will there is
a must that we must do Mr Miller-I know some swell streams in Potter &
Cameron Co~and when the war is won we'll go for eertain and beat those
streams to death * <For the first time in a 1ong time Jake -no lisence
this year-sure well gotl From Ens Roy VanHorn(Ath.Office USAir Filed
Miomi F1) Aftér being at Northwestern U_ond Norfolk in the Physical Fit
ness program , I am now here in Miami, 1 have seen Johnny Menocher and
Eggs Mechaffey ~the latter an Ens, and schecduled for sea duty. May we
all look forward to better days and a great homecominge I certainly hope
to be on your list for all future numbers" Your on Royl-—From s/Sgt
Walter R. Ramsey(Bldg329“owryFldDenverCol) "I am the non comissionel .
afficer in charge of the- post gym at Lowry FieldeI conluct the officer
s ¢lasses. Our gym is the largest in the air corps commandeit is likel
y the best equipped too.We have two massiwe basketball courts, 3 hancbal
11, 1 squashy 2 boxing rings,2 badminton courts, 1 volleyball, 2dressin
g rooms, and all finely equippeds The men neel furnish nothing-all is
handed out to them when they enter the gym-the gym covers a block=all
that is missing is Lt“Hapl' Wright=he was my former superior officer here
before he went to California.l was with Babe Denbow when at home and
saw 'him off to the train-he is still at Camp Meade. His brother'Jack
is in California" Bob, please send me both their addresses-thanks for
a swell lettere—FromSgt Eddie Fester(422FAgroupFtSillOkla)"This is an
old post dating back from Indian ¥Frontier Pays.A few miles away is @
precipice over which Geronimo lured a whole cavalry regiment.Quarters
vary from winterized tents to barracks.We have 400 WAACS here-thsy WO~
rk in offices, drive Jeeps&trucks-most of them are hep=cats from Broo-
klyn" «Ah Eddie beware of Heep Cats from any where-anct stay far away
from the precipice=-~if it comes to both prepipice and hep=-cats choose
the precipicee-— From Ens Butch Beckert "When you leave the states you
just commence to realize what VB has to offer-mine came just yesterday
-~I dont know whether you have me listed"as one of the7 here" or not.l
would like to find out where Kensley Miller is stationed~I cant %tell
you where, I am located though. So far Ive had little time or opportun=-
ity to get much sun , but theres beginning to be less of that sorxrt of
prison pallopr that we joke about. (Couldent be you were on a Sub near
the coast of #frica cohdd it Buteh?) I miss a morning paper, coffee,
and what papers we (o get are mostly propoganda politics, and such.From
all indication the war is now going QUR way and if things continue as 1
hope they do, I will likely get an opportunity to see some of those mar-
xelous things we studied in your course" w»- What a story YOU can tell
us at the big Homecoming that we all want Butch--“en&l&y{BTFighter APO
3280.) And the WAR IS going our way-in tonights paper Pantelleria surren-
dered this morning-heisted the White Flag--and 80 far as we are taught
the submarine menace is pretty well under controll--the sllies hawe
the balance of Air Power over the Mecditerranean==jittery is Italy, and
Hitler has the St Vitas dances From S8/Sgt David Frazien (Guadacamal?)
I heard from Clair Gladd a few days ago=-he 18 selected for officerrs tr
aining-he ought to make a swell officer.l have never had a letter from
Ens Wolter McGary yetekeep those VBs a ringing Mr Miller"—Gladd ig now
Lt Gladd, and neither have we hal word from Ens McGary-on board he 2ik-
€ly has 2o time mailing letters. as you will understand" From Cpl Tom Joh
nson-"my new addrass-%ﬁo C~665TDTB=N “amp Hood Tex") Tom =in an other
issue soon I hope I will give more aldresses of men in the US. From.2L%b
Semuel S. Ristich (ATC%Capt Underwood, BoeaRaton Fla)“Fanflare, sensib-
le short speeches, prescntotions-we Hot Navigators are on the loose 1ike
homing pigeons we aore seeking a permcnent base=-good wishes" Sambo., we
congratulate you--BUT who ever heard of a permanent base on a plane? U
cant stay Wp forever.-—From Csp Leroy Brest(NASBox35aNavyNoll5 Flect Pum
NY)" Well--was I ever suprised To get the VB=~and did¥read it overd I
have been in the Caribbean area for 7 months«my duties to arrange recre
ation forlofficers and enlisted men of our squadron, and wisiting sqund
rons-+ like this work=hope to profit by it You can also list me as be=
ing o husband--the girl, well 2 local girl I dated while attending S.R.




by i P.&VB#].Q- ;
She is from my home town. Lt.Peter Sowa married Mary E. White in case
you dont know. When this affair is over we ought to have a big Victory
Banquet and dance What say?"-Agreed, Leroy and lets make it o dandy.
From Ens Bob Boozer (USS Arizabsa N.Y.) "My address is here and I dont
want to miss a copy of the VB.Heres an item; Lt jgBuck Davis is now op=-
erating the Fleet Club in Portland Maine " ~Bet Buck is getting in tr-
aining to open a night club after the war--can any of you fellows on
the Pacific islands suggest any hot mammas for his floor show? From
Lt.W.H.Manke( 346F1ighterSq~350GrAPOS25NY) " It is difficult just how to
express the joy that your VB brings me away over here=it brings back
memories I had almost forgotten.Moré than 6 mo have passed since I left
the States-I have been in two.theatres of operationjihe European and
the African, where I am noweeach has been an education in itself. Im
more than proud of the flying ability our boys have been doing=no do-
ubt you will be bettep acquainted with what I mean by the time this re-
aches you-~-I1 sure hope VW.B. reaches me from now on'-For a swell letter
B.Manke has our thank@=we have heard of you throuzh T. Olson and Mel
Grossman both of whomj@ﬁﬁ you the former in Bngland, the latter in Casa
blanca-write again soons FROM PvtJ.M.Dun ((Davis and Elkins ,Elkins
WVa)They are giving us 10 hours in dual Fiper Cruisers(J~5) now and I
expect to leave here June 19th-the sooner the better so that I can get
my wings~This is a nice place only 196 miles from home and I shall,in
& way regret to leave itelve read VB over and over", Come again Jack,
From Cand Lewis J. Hamelly(The Adj Gen's School FtWashMd)"Finally Im
here ot Ft Washington and we really get down to business=I got 4lbooks
todayto study for the next 11 weeks. Last Wednesday I saw Churchill
also Wally and The Duke and Eleanor, and some more of the big stars.
It is nice down Rere but I wont have time to admire i% sp very much
from the looks of thingse"-All the army men say Your Lucky Lew. From .
8/5gt NeMu.Bilowick(458BombSqBiggsField,ElPaso ex)" I hope you will un-
derstand why I havent written for so long--After completing radio I can
say Ill have a nice hobby after this is over to say the least~I also’
attended gunnery school, and for the last 2 months have been training
very strenously for combat duty on a giant B24 Liberator, as radio op-
erator.V.Bs bring S.R. back to mind and we have you to thank for that
as you know how we really liked it there" From Lst Lt Dick Hammerle
(Lbn HAQre7CA(AA) APORESAPmNY) " Well things have rather quieted down
over herenow(May N6th)the big problem now comes in guarding the pris-
oners of war-and believe me Mr Miller, theres o flock of them. You ask=
ed about "Gertie From Bizerte"-well, the®s is just no such song that any
of us have heard about. Theres so many men over here that its practic-
ally impossible to locate any one you know. Have you ever gone swimmin
g in the blue Mediterranean? Its really a lot of funli Our Hiqrs is
lyzmi from the niccst beach in Africael was sent ahead to pick the pl-
ace for our outfit and I likes this spot,~I find out you cam get almo-
st anything if you go about it in the right way. I promise you a good
visit when this mess is oven. Hope to be receiving my next copy on the
other side of the Mediterranecan"-Hope you do too Dick-keep writiing.
From Lt Bill Weaver(526 BombSqAPO 6347Pm NY)"It means more than I tho=
ught to get word from the gang when owver here~thanks for the"Memories®
Today is an eventful one,for if all goes "onschedule"Gloria and I will
be Momme and Poppas Our outfit is dropping bombs thick and fast on the
Jerries~their losses have been extreme=and England geems to be wvery
peaceful through it all"-Thanks Billeand we #pust that he kept hig ap-
Puintment-congratulationsd From PfcDick Perkins (CoD339Eng-RepTAPO3582
%Fm&anFran)‘Well MrM since you last heard from me I have traweled almo-~
St half around the worldeAfter I left Cal I was soon on the high seas I
landed on Australie=-Im there now.Gosk I never saw so much water i my
life(What Dick? Dont you remember Wolf Creck?) When we crossed the Egqu
ater we ducked every one with water and paint. I like it hereeit is a
beautiful countrye=the yeople really treat us SWELL,Tell everyone I said
Hello and keep those Bella a coming"eGood Qld Digk Perkinsl From Fef
R+C ¢ NcGr e or (USHCCanDetieIntBat tCourthouseBayNewRiwerNC) Damn Bob, what an
addressie"L was teansferred here May lstethis is a prep for Officers: Can
-and kinda tough (So I heard Bob) The first week they rushed us with a
lot of wrestling, boxing,Julo and obstacle courses~we were busy all day
anc all night at battle maneuvers sleeping in foxholes ete=to me it was
& lot of fun-a lot different from my last 6 mo.This week we are landing
in barges-more laughs=in the surf. I sure aeppreciate the VBs especially
about Jimmy Kearns-I know that where he is he is doing a lot of good
@orkhhe gave me a lot of advice before I joined up with the Marines and
it did me real good-I also hope that Ace Menocher is making out O.K.
It is just a year ago today since I left-I was working for Miss Woodsel
guess I caused her a lot of trouble but shes a good sport-1 only had 1
yYear in S.R. it was the best in my life so far~Ill never forget the nice
people therew-as Jimmy says it will be a great day when we all get back.
I hear often from A#C Geo Hornicle at(SqB Gr4AAFP-FSMaxwellFldhlabameh-

Turn the page Jimmy Sumatra Kearns and all others.




For a swellilattegtﬁ;gﬁg %g ou BobMcGe —FROM Sﬁt'%%lgﬁﬁ,fgggxaf£5lﬁ
BohbSq376GrAP06814PmNY) " All well here in the Middle Bastl just rece<
ived news of Ethel Nagys death,I did my student teaching with her=~and
she was a good friend. I have bcen able to swim occasionally" We look
to you Dale Pierce for interesting news out there=-have you had a ride
on o camel yet? From S#Sgt JohnO Kaufman@®O6TG-BTC#I(PP)Miami BeachFla)
" I am a PT Instr and”it is my job to train the trainees here at Mia-
mi Beach and keep them physically fit--It is good to hear from and ab~-
out the fellows from S.R. and one of these days we will all come thro=-
ugh with this mess and then go back to normal liwes. Thanks a million
for those VBs and keep them coming'-/ind thanks Johnny for the letterh
for the pictures=«IN CASE YOU FORGQT=or dont know, we are making a col-
lection of pictures of all S.R. people fin the service~so dont forget

to send us a picture of YOU in your uniform or at w kigor the displaye.

ALL OVER THE WORLD=--so many are on the 'ROMULtThor Qlson(14

MOVE~-«~VB wants to keep up with YOUww epContl.DepotiP0635
Qn the envelope-Was YOUR ADDRESS CORRECT%--| ) "Since last VB I h
Your RANK--have we kept this up=to-date?--- R e
Lo eIl Y. o you e o) ; g Ut acts el SURDOSS
Your picture-Have ydu taken care of %his?--[] 11 be talking to hi
Keep VB informes and VB will do m next monthel sure
its durndest to keep up with you. liked the Saxpictures

you sent=as a moral builder they were strictly Al. I have hcad the opp
ortunity to read some of the enemg progoganda leafletsy dropped from
the air=-they use lies. Strictly the allies use the policy of truthe I
have contact with several British offices and have also seen the &ter
eoptican pictures that they take from recorinigence glanaa and you use
a folding set of stereoptican lenses to read them. The third dimensi=-
on is brought out vividly, any I have been gmazed at the destruction
and devistation that our bombs make, Ill bring you some of these ILeaf=-
lets and some pictures too" -And again Thor your letter was fine-would
like , like many others, toinsert all of it-do come againi!l From AS
Bruce ~dams: (Elet Hall#313Xavier U.Cin O)"I exoect to start flying in
two weeks here at Cincinatti. Sure was glad to get the degree from SR
only sorry fellows like Flora,Kearns, Ehlies, and others couldent have
finished with us. I hear from Carey,Stoner,Ed Cottrill, =all of them
are doing O.K." From LtJ.T.Lytle(553CABn(..i)CampHulenTex)"Last week I
got my first copy of VB ~havent enjoyed anything so much for a long i
me=-it was good to read about fellows you Knowwand isent S.R. going pl-
acesHave been in Tex for 4 mo. half way between Huston and Corpus Crist
on the Matagordia Bay.I have been in the army since last summer-my Sp-
ecial branch is the anti aircrafteit isent very glamorous but we will
be in there pitching just like every one else~and keep those Bells co
ming"-Come again Jimmye. From Lst Lt Bill Temple (94th FABnComp Bowie
Tex) "Its nice being in camp againafter B mo of ----Here we have beds,
showers-I feecl like one of the 400" From Pvtg.Hal%atg;n(2ndCoSCU#5413
BlemsonCollege,ClemsonS.C) "I spect 6 mo in campVanDorn,Misswhere I was
in the heawy weapongoe.of the infantry. I am now in Engincering school
here we carry 24 accredited courselin basic enge.with our PT ond that is
a full schedule® I'd say John. FromJack Merritts(909TGSq92CMiami Beach
Fl}im expecting t0 be shipped out t0 a school for Av. Mechanical work
any day now. The eBow is good, some kind of meat J times daily, and I
havent lost any weight despite the heat=usually around 100 by noon and
remains so until 6 peme"- A good letter Pvt Jack. From AjCKeith Woostey
(B1dglR212Rml32 Pensacola Fla) "Well by V.B. it looks as’ if S.R. was be=-
ing spresd all over the globe-I dont know all the fellows, but I read
it thoroughly.l have received instruction from Lt Hooks Sample and I
can assure you that S.R. may feel proud of him and also Lt Herb Mosea
of the Marines=I shall transfer to that branch of the service later if
Jimry Kearns approves. I am training to be a torpedo bomber piloti--and
I ccunt on being back to S.Re. for that big reuniom after this mess is
cleared upe Alex Dutkin is in my group=-and getting along O«K." Come
agnin Keithe-I'Tom”Ens Don Prichard(Fleet Air Command Noumea#FleetPO
SarFran)" Well here I am about 10000miles from good old S.Re=-a fine tr’
ip across in our earrier.The Pecific is really a beautiful ocean-much
ca.mer than the Atlantic.We stopped at FearlH,visited Honolulu hotel,
and swam at Waiikikl Beach-the teoem here at Noumea is a little larger
thon S.Re.-most of the whites are French-the natives are coal blackeha-
ve hair 1'long.If you can speak French your 0.K, if not you can gestic
ulate with the hands-soon 111 be shoving off to another island" Good
luck, Dopill From AfSNobert Wagmer(Sq E Pect20Wittenberg College,Spring
field O)"Phey sure’ kéep pus busy here-and I know what it means to stand
at zttention-more laterwgert—write Tallon at309Bomb 61,5q426Columbia
SaC;From Pvt. Archie Sonntag(422B-HdVenice Fla)l am in the operating
office as chief radio operator-~I talk with ranges,planes,and WAACS at
Macdill field in Tampa=l ride around in a Jeep-more damn fun"(You wou=
ride aRCUNDY)" One of the fellows here has a date with one of Ringlings
midgets at Sarabota" Why dont you go along #rchie and date the =-=-skinn
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