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BORO

Welcome to another issue of
“The Boro"” magazine. This
twice-yearly publication
highlights news of Edinboro

students, faculty and alumni,
using photos, design and text
to share the Edinboro story.

It's a really good story!

Please send comments to
communications@edinboro.edu.




A LETTER FROM THE

PRESIDENT

Dear Fighting Scots,

What an honor it is to write to you as Edinboro
University's still relatively new president.

I've had the pleasure of meeting some of you since
| assumed office on July 1 and have appreciated
your warm welcome. | look forward to meeting
more of you in the coming months.

You may be aware that | like to walk. Not only is it
good exercise, it gives me a chance to get to know
campus and the students, faculty and staff who live and
work here. The campus is quite beautiful, with well-
manicured green space; and Edinboro is a solid place
and a great place to call home.

Since my arrival, | have been working with the
executive leadership team and other faculty and

staff colleagues on establishing priorities for the
foreseeable future. First and foremost among those
priorities are financial stability and enrollment growth,
which are obviously intertwined. Tied to these are
related goals of improving recruitment, retention and
revenue streams.

| am pleased to report that we saw an 18% increase in
our first-year enrollment — 706 for fall 2019 versus 598
last year. The 706 first-time undergraduate students
represent the University’s largest incoming class in
three years.

Not only are the numbers up, the academic
preparedness of first-year students continues to
improve. The increased quality is clearly a result of
the decision made three years ago by University
leadership to up admission criteria. The move

was predicated on the belief that better-prepared
students would retain better, which means students
would be less likely to leave Edinboro with debt, but
without a degree. The decision was a wise one.

The average high school grade-point average is 3.55
for the first-year class that entered Edinboro this
fall, compared with 3.51 and 3.53 in 2018 and 2017,
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respectively. There is clearly reason to celebrate and
to congratulate the Admissions staff and all those
who played a role in recruitment. The jump in the
number and quality of this year's incoming class is a
clear reflection of Edinboro’s perceived value.

Our new students have shown themselves to be
a strong and engaged class, and | look forward
to the many ways they are sure to enrich our
campus community.

That being said, there remains work to do. Our total
enrollment is down by 188 (4,646 versus 4,834 in fall
2018), a drop that is significantly lower than what

we had projected and dramatically better than the
declines of the last two years. We have clearly curbed
the downward spiral and are anticipating growth
through 2025. That growth can be achieved if we
work together and more creatively.

Those who know the University best are in an ideal
position to share the Edinboro story and its shared
points of pride. | invite you to join with the campus
community to ensure Edinboro'’s star shines brightly.
Ours is a university that has educated students

for more than 160 years, providing them with
transformational experiences and preparing them
to become significant contributors to their families,
their communities, the Commonwealth and beyond.
| am quite certain that Edinboro will continue this
mission for many years to come.

Many thanks! | look forward to partnering with you
on this journey.

Guiyou Huang, Ph.D.

President, Edinboro University
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Edinboro’s

19th President

Guiyou Huang, Ph.D., has logged
many miles on walks across the
Edinboro campus since July 1, his first
day as the University’s president. Not
only is it great exercise, it's also a good
way to get to know Edinboro’s 585
acres and the students, faculty and staff
that call the space home.

“It's a beautiful place — one of the
prettiest campuses |'ve seen — and
a solid place,” said Huang, whose
professional path has taken him
from China to Texas to Pennsylvania,
Michigan, Florida, Vermont and
Louisiana. Both he and his wife, Jennifer
Yufeng Qian, Ed.D., are happy to have
returned "home” to Pennsylvania, the
state where they were married, the first
of their two children was born, and he
became a U.S. citizen.

Former colleagues, staff members
and professional mentors said Edinboro
has found an excellent leader in Huang,
who grew up in China, one of three
children of two strong role models.
Although his parents lacked formal
education, they instilled in their children
strong values.

Integrity and Honor

By Angela Burrows

Those values — hard work, the
importance of social justice, humility,
integrity and respect for others — are
readily apparent to those who know
Huang, a former English professor. They
are values that make for a good leader,
said Richard Schneider, Ph.D., president
of Norwich University in Vermont,
where Huang spent six and a half years
as senior vice president for academic
affairs and dean of the faculty before
moving to Louisiana State University at
Alexandria (LSUA). He served for two
and a half years as LSUA's chancellor
prior to his appointment at Edinboro.

“He's a gentle spirit and a good
listener, but he also knows what right
looks like and has the courage to
say, 'This is not good enough,’ said
Schneider, whom Huang counts among
his mentors.

Highly ethical and honorable, Huang
developed strong relationships with
faculty at Norwich, where he was
incredibly supportive of students. As
just one example of the latter, Huang
met with every Norwich student who
was on academic probation to find out
why the student had fallen short.
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“He cared very much about students,
and he would defend them,” said
Schneider. “But he also recognized
when they were wrong.”

A brilliant, first-rate academic,
Huang has tremendous critical thinking
skills, said his former boss. “He has
the ability to separate the wheat from
the chaff in order to focus on what's
most important. He also understands
that to realize a vision, resources are
needed. |'ve heard him quote me in
saying that ‘vision without resources is
hallucination.””

A visionary and a wise steward who
never exceeded his divisional budget,
Huang is able to explain to donors
why investment is needed. As chief
academic officer at Norwich, Huang
had his own board of fellows. He can
connect with donors and clearly explain
that 'if you help me, we can get this
done,”” Schneider said.

Academic Affairs at Norwich made
tremendous strides under Huang's
leadership. Among his accomplishments
was reducing the teaching load from
four classes in the fall and four in the
spring to four one semester and three
the other, which freed up time for
scholarly research.

"He wanted the faculty to remain
current in their fields and found a way to
give them time to make that possible.
He also held them accountable.”

As it was at Norwich, Huang's impact
during his time at LSUA was both
positive and significant, according to
staff and former colleagues.

Donna Torres, associate vice
president for accounting services
for LSU’s flagship campus at Baton
Rouge, served as LSUA's interim chief
financial officer during Huang's tenure.
She credits him with implementing
new ideas and energizing employees
while serving as leader of the central
Louisiana campus.

“The University

has been around
for more than
160 years. | am
quite confident
that it will be
around for many
years to come.”

* SAVE THE DATE -
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“He saw opportunities and capitalized
on them,” said Torres. One of his biggest
initiatives was shoring up academic
programs at the 60-year-old campus.

LSUA colleagues also credit
Huang with improvements in student
recruitment and retention and with
raising faculty and staff salaries, which
had long been frozen.

Huang also saw mutual benefit in
forging better relationships between
LSUA, the city and other critical local
institutions, and made strides to do
so. He was even named a “"Hometown
Hero" in fall 2018 by a local television
network affiliate in recognition of his
community involvement.

He has continued that engagement
at Edinboro, reaching out to borough,
regional and state officials, as well as
business leaders, to determine how the
University can best meet the needs of
the region and the Commonwealth.



An inclusive and transparent leader

Respectful of others and very intuitive,
with a high degree of emotional
intelligence, Huang has a tendency to
instill lessons using parables. Some stem
from lessons he learned himself while
growing up in China and others he has
learned in the 30 years he's spent in
the United States, first as a student and
then as a professor, before climbing
through the ranks of higher education
administration.

Colleagues and collaborators describe
him as an inclusive and transparent leader
who does not sugarcoat. A strategic
thinker, he looks to data to drive planning
and decision-making.

"He is not afraid to tackle difficult
issues,” noted Schneider. “He also knows
how to build trust and has the ability to
take a disagreement and tumn it around.”

His ability to establish trust should
help at Edinboro, which has seen rapid
turnover in presidential leadership in
recent years, Schneider speculated.

Former Kutztown University
President David McFarland, Ph.D.,
recognized leadership potential in
the young English Department faculty
member, who also served as director of
Kutztown's honors college.

"We overlapped for a few years at
Kutztown,” McFarland said. "He's a
good and honest person, and highly
organized. He stepped up each time
there was a leadership role available.
He is a servant leader, someone who
believes that goals can be reached
when everyone works together.”

Huang worked to build relationships
between Kutztown and China, arranging
trips there for a number of university
faculty and staff.

“He recognized that we needed
international programs and he had
connections in other parts of the world.
At the time, Kutztown had only one
international exchange program, and
that was in England.”

Huang also created an international
program with China while at LSUA,
expanding the number of Chinese
students on the Alexandria campus. The
exchange program also involved having
Chinese faculty scholars spend time at
LSUA and LSUA students and faculty
scholars take study tours of China.

A decision-maker who understands
the risks

Leslie Wong, Ph.D., president
emeritus of San Francisco State
University, describes Huang as a
decision-maker who understands the
risks involved in some decisions.

"He has the ability to imagine different
courses of action and the consequences
of each. He makes decisions and is able
to communicate them. He understands
there are risks involved in decision-
making and is willing to take them to
move the institution forward, and when it
does move forward, everyone else gets
the credit.”

The two men met through
professional circles, and Wong said he
was impressed from the start.

"He's a leader with a
panorama of skills;
quiet, but steady as
arock.” — Leslie Wong, Ph.D.

Setting a course at Edinboro
University

Decision-making is always a part of
leadership, and there are decisions to
be made at Edinboro, where Huang has
two priorities — financial sustainability
and enrollment growth. Related goals
are tied to improvements in recruitment,
retention and revenue. Enhancing
institutional distinctiveness will be key
to all of the above, Huang said.

This year, the University saw an 18%
increase in first-year enrollment — 706
versus 598 last year. The 706 first-
time undergraduates represent the
University's largest incoming class in
three years.

Not only are the numbers up, the
academic preparedness of first-year
students continues to increase, a result
of a decision made three years ago to
raise admission criteria. The average
high school grade-point average is 3.55
for this year's first-year class, compared
with 3.51 and 3.53 in 2018 and 2017,
respectively. Attracting better-prepared
students will assist with retention and
decrease the likelihood that students
will leave the University with significant
debt but no degree, University officials
have said.

While significant strides have been
made, there remains work to do, said
Huang, who arrived at Edinboro as a
second-time president, which is especially
helpful at a time when higher education
is facing a number of challenges — fewer
high school graduates, especially in
regions like Western Pennsylvania; some
erosion in public confidence in higher
education; and intensifying competition
for students.

During the coming months, Huang
will continue to get to know faculty,
staff and students; oversee execution
of the University's strategic plan,
“Edinboro 2024"; and focus on financial
sustainability and enrollment growth. He
will ensure that the direction Edinboro
takes is consistent with changes
planned as part of the Pennsylvania
State System of Higher Education’s
system redesign, now underway.
Edinboro is one of 14 schools in the
State System.

Edinboro’s 19th president said he is
hopeful for the future.

“The University has been around
for more than 160 years. | am quite
confident that it will be around for many
years to come.”




ART100

EDINBORO’S ART DEPARTMENT INSPIRES AND
CHALLENGES STUDENTS TO REFRAME THEIR WORLD.

By Nick Warren, ‘07

It's easy to feel the history when you
walk into a place like Loveland Hall.

As one of the centers for the Edinboro
University Art Department, it's a hub
for many art students. It's not the

only building that houses Edinboro’s
extensive program; Doucette, Hamilton
and East Hall are other venues for
classes and studios.

Loveland was built in 1931, about
a decade after the art department
was established. Bates Gallery is
located there as well, named for art
professor Waldo F. Bates Jr., who was
instrumental in starting the department
in 1920. Nearby Doucette Hall was
named after his colleague, Professor
Aime Doucette.

There's history here, and it's clear to
see just by looking at the layers of paint
on the carts and easels that line one of
the drawing rooms.

Art leaves an impact.

Any art student will be quick to
tell you that. For something whose
end result is often a clean, beautiful
object, there's a lot of dust left behind
in its creation. Hands get covered in
graphite, metal flakes, coatings of clay,
mineral spirits, inks or whatever the
medium of choice happens to be. For
decades, this has been the process for
countless students. While certain fields
like 3D animation, photography and
graphic design have transitioned to
digital realms, it's not hard to picture
a teenager in 1920 drawing in much the
same way one does today. The thread
of the arts leads almost directly back
for generations ...

Excerpted from an article published in
Volume 9, Issue 20 of the Erie Reader
on Sept. 25, 2019.




LEGENDARY PROFESSOR STARTED
EDINBORO'S ART DEPARTMENT
ON ITS CENTURY OF GROWTH

FROM THE BATTLEFIELD TO EDINBORO

Prohibition. The Harlem Renaissance.
Women's suffrage.

The Roaring Twenties yielded
significant cultural and societal changes
in the United States. At Edinboro
University — then Edinboro State Normal
School—the decade saw the arrival of
talented artist Waldo Francis Bates Jr.
and the dawn of a creative legacy.

Bates was born Nov. 1, 1889, in
Scituate, Mass., to Waldo Sr. and
Georgianna Howard Bates. He attended
Massachusetts Normal Art School,
now Massachusetts School of Art and
Design, in Boston.

After completing his degree in
1912, he studied at the New England
Conservatory of Music, where he met
his future wife, Catherine; Harvard
University; and, later, Penn State
University.

In August 1917 — just four months after
the United States entered WWI — Bates
and other members of the Massachusetts
National Guard were called to Camp
Mills on Long Island, N.Y., to train for
rapid deployment to France. They joined
National Guard units from 26 states
and the District of Columbia, forming
the 42nd Infantry Division and fulfilling
Maj. Douglas MacArthur's vision to
expeditiously assemble 27,000 troops.

The division was dubbed the
Rainbow Division based on MacArthur's
comments that it would stretch across
the U.S. “like a rainbow.”

Prior to deployment, Bates designed
a distinctive shoulder patch insignia that
each troop wore. It featured a half-arc
rainbow of primary colors, a version of
which is still worn today by the 42nd
Infantry Division. Toward the end of
WWI, soldiers modified the patch to a
quarter arc in memory of the division’s
more than 50% casualties during the war.



In 1920, the Pennsylvania Board of
State Normal Schools Principals divided
each of the 14 normal schools into
specialized service areas, assigning
Edinboro the elementary education
and art areas. Bates was recruited to
Edinboro that year to establish the art
department and develop the curriculum.

At the beginning of the first year,
there was only one student in the
department, but all students were
required to take a course in normal
art. Bates taught blackboard drawing,
emphasizing the importance of
communicating key concepts using
“chalk talk.” He set a high standard for
the department and worked diligently
to help it grow.

In 1923, Bates founded the ScaRAb
Club, an organization aimed at
promoting fraternal understanding
and harmony among art students.

The members frequently dressed

in Egyptian costumes and hosted
Egyptian-themed activities. Named
after the sacred beetle of ancient Egypt,
ScaRAb Clubs were forming around

the world following the discovery of
Tutankhamun'’s tomb.

That same year, he recruited Aime
Doucette, who also held a degree from
Massachusetts School of Art, to join the
faculty. Through their efforts, the art
education program was expanded to
include professional visual arts training.

Bates was recruited by the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York City in 1924. He declined the offer,
electing to stay in Edinboro and finish
what he started. By 1925, 45 students
were enrolled in the program, and
within the next six years, enrollment
grew to 115.

A beloved professor, Bates was
fondly known by both students and
fellow faculty members as “Pop.” He
and Catherine regularly invited students
to their house on the corner of High and
East Normal streets for Sunday dinner
— even during the Great Depression,
feeding them fresh food from their
garden. The 1941 yearbook states that
he was the only professor to serve tea in
his classroom.

“Art has long been something in the clouds, something
to adorn with a pink ribbon and place on the what-not in
the corner, the bug-bear of teachers and scorn of school
directors, but the supreme joy to the child.” —waldo F. Bates Jr.

In addition to art, Bates was a
talented musician and an active
participant in the Edinboro chorus and
local church choir groups. His hobbies
included beekeeping, philately and
genealogy. He was a member of the
Society of Mayflower Descendants and
the Kinsmen of Presidents, by virtue of
his relationship to Abraham Lincoln.

His daughters, Frances and Edith,
both attended Edinboro and went on to
be teachers in California. Well-known in
the community, Bates was responsible
for taking author Virginia Sorensen
to the sugar shack that inspired the
1956 Newbery Medal-winning novel,
“Miracles on Maple Hill.”

In 1954, Bates suffered a heart attack
and retired from the Art Department
after 34 years at the helm. He passed
away two years later, but his enormous
legacy lives on through Edinboro’s
thriving Art Department and the
countless artists who have exhibited in
his namesake gallery.

Information for this story was provided
in part by AnneMarie Sundean,

Janet Woods and Hurry Hill Maple
Farm and Museum. Photos used
courtesy of Catherine Young Boverio,
granddaughter of Waldo F. Bates Jr.




20 Waldo F. Bates Jr. begins his tenure as dean of the
Art Department.

23 Bates founds the ScaRAb Club, a group aimed at promoting
harmony among art students. Aime Doucette
joins the Art Department faculty.

25 The number of art students grows to 45.

27 Henrietta M. Kuhn is among the first to
graduate from the 4-year program.

29 Enrollment reaches more than 100 art students.

31 Loveland Hall, bearing the name of former trustee
Francis A. Loveland, is dedicated, and Bates Gallery opens.

32 Delta Phi Delta, a professional honor art fraternity,
is founded.

37 Work is completed on 11 large murals in Normal Hall.
Under the direction of Alfred J. Haller, student-artists spent
more than two years designing and painting the murals.

Enrollment decreases to 58 due to the Great Depression.

Gutzon Borglum, the sculptor of Mount Rushmore, is the
honored guest at a dinner held by Delta Phi Delta.
There are 90 art majors.

Doucette meets the demands of career-minded war veterans
by launching a degree program in commercial art.

Ralph Bruce joins the faculty. East Hall is purchased from
U.S. Army Keystone Ordnance Works near Meadville, Pa.,
and moved to campus.

61 George E. Hamilton Library is built.

68 Delta Phi Delta disbands.

69 Normal Hall burns and

murals are destroyed.

72 The BFA program begins.

73 Doucette Hall, named after
Aime Doucette, is built.
The gallery is named Bruce Gallery and dedicated to
the memory of Ralph Bruce, who started the gallery and
permanent collection.

Baron-Forness Library opens. Hamilton
Library becomes Hamilton Hall and
houses the School of Arts and Humanities
and Nursing Division.

The MFA program is approved by the
Department of Education.

Fire destroys East Hall. Lightning is the
suspected cause.

AdVIN V DNIAVIN

East Hall is rebuilt to meet the needs of the
University's ceramics and sculpture students.

Edinboro University celebrates 100 years of art with a yearlong celebration.







THE MAKERS ',
, 1

“Creativity takes courage.”

— Henri Matisse

It's 2 a.m. on Edinboro’s campus. The library and student center
are now closed and the majority of students have retreated to
their residence halls. But through the waves of silence, the faint
hum of a spinning pottery wheel emerges from the depths of
East Hall.

Nearby, a fluorescent glow filters through the windows
of Loveland and extends into the darkness. The distinct odor
of oil paint wafts down the hall, mixing with the fumes of molten
solder wire. Sandpaper scuffs along the grain of a newly carved
piece of furniture, revealing the smooth surface below. The
walls of Bates Gallery are freshly painted, and a new exhibition
has been carefully curated within.

While the campus sleeps, dedicated student artists work to
hone their crafts.

Since 1920, Edinboro has trained thousands of art educators
and professional artists. What started from a single instructor
and one student in Room N3 of Normal Hall has grown into the
largest and most prestigious art program in Pennsylvania’s State {
System of Higher Education.

The visual arts encourage creativity and critical thinking,
enhance community engagement, bridge cultural divides,
preserve history, and play a vital role in economic development.
Graduates of Edinboro’s distinguished art program have
transformed life and culture in the region and beyond. They've
won six Emmys, a MacArthur “Genius” Grant and countless
other prestigious awards.

Susan Swartz has exhibited artwork around the globe -
from Budapest to Beijing. Jalil Sadool gave life to characters
like Caesar, a super-evolved chimp from “Planet of the Apes,”
and Bewilderbeast from “How to Train Your Dragon 2.” 75
Karen Ross shared her love for art with students in the

Lewisburg Area School District for 30 years. Now retired,

she transforms the halls of the Janet Weis Children’s Hospital

with her colorful murals.

The makers featured in the following pages represent a small
sampling of Edinboro alumni, faculty and students who continue
to share their talents with the world.

We invite you to read their stories.
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ALUMNI PROFILE

ch teacher at Baldwin

exactly that for Susan

izing and encouraging
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Following that advice

) put Swartz on a trajectory that

| her from Baldwin to Budapest

, where she has showcased her

art to a worldwide audience.

A first-generation college student,

wartz grew up in Pittsburgh’s South
Hills, the oldest of three daughters of
Margaret (Peg), a homemaker, and
Lee Shallcross, a line foreman for Bell
Telephone. After high school, she
headed north to Edinboro, where she
immersed herself in the experience. She
studied art, served as a class officer,
joined a sorority, sang with the choir,
and performed in campus musical

 theater productions.

~ “I'had a phenomenal experience
at Edinboro. | remember the winters,
lugging art supplies back and forth. |
was involved in everything. My parents
were very proud.”

She returned home after college and
was teaching art at Baldwin when she
met Jim Swartz, a Coraopolis native
and Harvard graduate, on a blind date.
The couple married soon afterward and
moved to Princeton, N.J., where she
taught until her children were born. As
she raised her son and twin daughters,
she spent evenings in her home,
teaching art to former students and
helping them prepare their portfolios as
they applied to colleges. All along, her
painting remained a constant.

From Baldwin to

EN ALUMNA AROUND THE GLOBE

“| did the festivals and mall shows
with Jim right there beside me.”

From those retail outlets and
community gatherings, her life has
changed dramatically. Since 2008,
Swartz has had solo exhibitions
around the globe. And there are more
international exhibitions to come.

Her stature has also grown
domestically. In late August, the art
student who once toted her supplies
across the Edinboro campus was
featured in a concert by Sting in support
of Zion National Park in Utah, where a
patron gifted one of her paintings to the
park for its centennial anniversary.

A CHANGE IN APPROACH

Swartz said her visibility has
increased as her art has evolved,
becoming more authentic.

It was a life-threatening illness that
changed her approach to her work,
which shifted from photorealism
to abstract impressionism, highly
texturized and bursting with color.
Diagnosed 15 years ago with Lyme
disease and then mercury poisoning,
Swartz was living with extreme pain,
potential blindness and the possibility
of death.

“| got sick and | had to fight to live.
It is one of those battles that grounds
you in a different way. I've always loved
nature, but when there’s a chance you
may never see another sunset, each
one becomes a blessing.”

The illness, she said, was a gift,
adding depth to her work and creating
a sense of urgency. Inspiration, which
once came from her brain, now comes
from her soul. ;

+ THE MAKERS

-~

apest to Be1jing

“My illness caused me to feel
and interpret things differently. The
spiritual foundation of my work had
always been there, but being sick
caused my faith to deepen. | wanted
my life to be worth something.
Surviving transformed my art.”

Robin Marrouche, a friend and
director of Utah-based Susan Swartz
Studios, has been on the sidelines for
a number of years, watching as Susan'’s
prominence as an artist has grown.

"The paparazzi now follow Susan
through Europe, and | love watching
that, but she has never been in it for
the accolades. She's worked in solitude,
expressing her joy and her love. She's
being true to herself. It's amazing to
watch her energy. When you are doing
what you're put on this earth to do, the
universe responds in kind.”

FROM THE MOUNTAINS
TO THE SEASIDE

Swartz spends much of the winter in
Park City, Utah, summers on Martha's
Vineyard, and also spends time at the
home she and her husband share in
San Francisco, where his work is based.
When in Park City, she paints from a
studio in her home, which sits on a peak
that affords vistas that are nothing
short of spectacular. Each region of the
country, Swartz said, offers a different
type of light, which keeps things fresh.

Avid skiers and hikers with adult
children in Oregon and Boston and nine
grandchildren, Swartz and her husband
had vacationed in Utah and had a condo
there, but wanted to build a home in a
place where their family was motivated
to visit. The sense of community in Park
City was appealing.

EDINBORO UNIVERSITY 13




“We were looking for a place for our
family to visit and happened to read a
story about a little boy with cancer who
lived in Park City. The entire community
had rallied to support him. We liked
that.” They also like the easy access
to great skiing and the abundance of
beautiful hiking trails.

Given her lifelong love of nature, it
is somewhat ironic that Swartz's health
crisis was caused by environmental
diseases. Her mercury poisoning came
from eating fish that had high mercury
levels, and it's likely she contracted
Lyme disease while hiking trails in the
Utah mountains.

Having Lyme disease led Swartz
and her husband to serve as executive
producers of “Under Our Skin: The
Untold Story of Lyme Disease.” The
2008 film was winner of the best
documentary award at the 2009
Sonoma International Film Festival
and was a finalist for the Tribeca Film
Festival's Audience Choice Award.

The film is one of many produced by
Swartz and her husband, who share a

passion for documentary film production.

Together, they founded Impact Partners,
which has gone on to produce more
than 100 significant documentaries,
many of which have either been
nominated or won an Academy Award.
Notable examples include “Won't You
Be My Neighbor,” “Born into Brothels,”
"The Cove” and “lcarus.”

Although the environment has
become quite toxic, when it comes to
her art, Swartz has chosen to focus on
its beauty. That being said, all artists
are advocates in some way. "If you're
passionate about your work, you have
to be an advocate. It's not something
unique to me.”

While she has chosen not to make
political statements, Swartz's art has
helped to build bridges, Marrouche
said. For example, Utah Gov. Gary
Herbert chose the opening of her
exhibition in China as an opportunity to
announce the first annual Utah-China
Friendship Day.

"It's been interesting to watch the
way some countries are using Susan'’s
art to build bridges,” Marrouche
continued. “They understand the power
of art to transform and unite, and
recognize that by honoring and paying
tribute to the environment through her
work, Susan has found a way to help us
find common ground.”

Her effort to help find common
ground is also reflected in her work
with Harvard Divinity School, where she
has spent 16 years as a member of the
Dean's Council. Her introduction to the
school came through a retired Harvard
faculty member whom she met at an art
show on Martha's Vineyard. He invited
her to serve as an artist in residence at
the Divinity School, which led to the
Dean’s Council appointment.

SINCE 2008, SWARTZ HAS HAD SOLO EXHIBITIONS AROUND THE GLOBE.

China Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing, China (2018)

Manetti Shrem Museum at UC Davis, Davis, California (2018)

Ludwig Museum of State Russian Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia (2017)

Ludwig Museum of Contemporary Art, Budapest, Hungary (2016)

Kollegienkirche, Saltzburg, Austria (2014)

National Museum of Women in the Arts, Washington, D.C. (2011)

Springville Museum of Art, Springville, Utah (2010)

Ludwig Museum, Koblenz, Germany (2015)

Utah Museum of Fine Art, Salt Lake City (2008)

And there are more international exhibitions to come.



THE MAKERS

“For someone seeking strong women

role models, I've found one.”

“I'm very right-brain and an out-of-
the-box thinker, which they apparently
found appealing,” Swartz said. “The
school serves 33 different religious
traditions, which work together to look
at what they have in common rather
than their differences. It's an exciting
place to be.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>