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Program

Nabucco Overture…………………………………Giuseppe Verdi
(1813-1901)

Requiem for fallen soldiers………………………..Yeakun Yoo
(b. 1990)

U.S. PREMIERE

Enigma Variations………………………………..Edward Elgar
(1857-1934)

IX. Nimrod

Peer Gynt Suite No. 1…………………………… Edvard Grieg
(1843-1907)

Masquerade Suite………………………….Aram Khachaturian
(1903-1978)

I. Waltz
III. Mazurka
V. Galop

Composers
Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901) was one of the few composers whose
genius was recognised while he was alive. Verdi’s reputation as the
greatest of all Italian opera composers is beyond dispute. He started
as a local church organist at the age of seven, and by the time he was
26 he had published his first opera. By his death in 1901, Verdi had
published twenty-eight operas.

Yeakun Yoo is a multi-instrumentalist, orchestrator,
and media composer. In 2021, he won the Krakow Film Music Festival
Young Talent Award with his res-coring of a scene from The Witcher. He
also won First Prize at the California Independent Film Festival. Yeakun
completed his Bachelor's Degree in classical composition at Seoul National
University in South Korea. After completing his college studies, he decided
to study abroad to experience more of the world and broaden his horizons.
He earned a Master’s Degree in Screen Scoring at the University of
Southern California and studied with Patrick Kirst, Garry Schyman, and
Pete Anthony. He has worked on projects with Warner Bros., Netflix, professional video
game companies, and films in the United States and South Korea.

Sir Edward Elgar (1857-1934) was an English composer whose
works in the orchestral idiom of late 19th century
Romanticism-characterized by bold tunes, striking color effects, and
mastery of large forms-stimulated a renaissance of English music.
Enigma Variations are based on the countermelody to an unheard
theme, which Elgar said was a well-known tune he would not
identify-hence the enigma. Repeated attempts to discover
it have been unsuccessful.

Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) was a Norwegian composer
and pianist. He is widely considered one of the main Romantic era composers,
and his music is part of the standard classical repertoire worldwide. His use of
Norwegian folk music in his own compositions brought the music of Norway
to fame, as well as helping to develop a national identity.

Aram Khachaturian, unlike many famous musicians
who were child prodigies, Khachaturian did not begin
the formal study of music until he was 19. He was interested in folk
music, and he traveled to his native Armenia to collect folk songs
and write music based on them. He married another composer and
wrote until his death in 1978.


