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AilemB_QyT: The most influential cxuerience I had in beconing an

n hy ()uiojist HdS YR diﬁﬂ Louis Lealov's account of tae j1fﬁuwory
t Zinganthropus in a Lati ional Geervaphic in 15000 T was 13 at the
L1nc, bui I knew that this was whav [ vas interesicd in. Heowever, I

didn't krow how ¢ get vhat 1 wanted; I didn't know wnat anthropnlogy
was called. So i en I started coliege at Grend Rapids Junior College

1 was a speech major, -pcc1u11z|nu in deba Cocause CRIGC onlyv ‘ud
three speech courses, [ sclected courses to fi11 out wv scheduie from
a wide variety of disciplines, inclucing ar introductory course in
cultural antiropology. Acain 1 was faccinated. ilhen T treasterred to
Michigan State University in vy junior xear end toch pothina but sneech
courses for a term, I found thet 1 didn't Tike speech ruch. So T began
iooking for another major. I tock several anthropo]ogy courses and was
hooked.,

1e. UL

I prefer ant”r\po?oqy to sociclogv, psychology ard the oiner social sciences
because of its holistic perspective. llan, it secms to ne. is not a one-
dimensional creature; rather the Tascinating thing about man is his multi-
faceted nature. The other social sciences are too particularisiic, too
Tinmited in theiv view of man. /Anthropoloyy looks at the whole nman, biology
and culture, past, present and future. I like that.

SOLENBERGER: My dnterest in what I now know as anthropology grew out of
Ch11LPOOd xeajlno JOne of the books that was given me was about Lawreonce

{ Arazbia. Just pefore I was 13 1 went to live with my aunt in Santa Fe,
New ilexico where 1 attended the 8th grade. She took we to visit Fuebio
and Apache Indians in northern and central ilew lexico and several Indian
ruins. In school we made notebooks on iew Mexico archzolegy, on the bLasis
oTf a course our teacher had taken. In Santa Fe T visited nuseuwss of Snanish
and Indian curios and archeological objects, inciuding the type VO«!ncuion
of ancient and nodern Pueblo pottery at the Laboratory or Ant hron Tog
It was this nare, I think, that first Tct me know 1t was ”“ntn}wuo1oqv I
realiy wished to study. It happened that my art teacher at the Gearge
School, 1. Louise Daker, spent half tine at the Unive r91hj of Permsvlvania
Huseum, copying archeclogical finds. This combination of profas%
excellence and world trave! o copy art works inspired ne to reject
to attend Swartniore and enter the University of Pennsylvania, where
spent tihe next eiyghi years, partly with scholarship and fellows } ip

onal

College suimers on archeolocical erpeditions and wor' camps aprwng Indians
in Hew llexico, Arizona, Oidahcia and rural re\ co aftordod onhorTunities

for both scientific study and intvormal conia qitn Indians of scveral droups.
In ali 1 have visited over 50 fAnmerican Inu.dn cohmunities

At the conclusion of my graduate studies, 1 was cngaged by the Association

on Anarican Indians Affairs “o pake a field stuay of loucal governnont, with
special reference to Taw entorcenent probiens, on the eight Iroguois
reservations in new Yorx state,

v role as anthropologist in the Hariangs is discusscd in the booxs
"Anthropelogy and faministiration,” by oo o G. Barneilt, aro "The Secret of
Culture," by Laura Thonpsen. 1n 1905 1 cooplioted visiting ail parts of
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Micronesia, and gave two institutes at the University of Guam on "Culture
and Conflict and Language Learning in Micronesia," and presented a paper

on this topic in Tokyo, based on the interviews with school personnel
throughout the area. This trip brought the total of Pacific islands I have

visited up to 22.

Having been appointed at BSC in 1960, originally to teach a combination of
sociology and history, I gradually managed to introduce anthropology as a
subject of study. For August, 1977 I am enthusiastic about the possibility
of enjoying outdoor 1iving while carrying on a Field Archeology course
sponsored jointly with QUEST.

FOLLOWUP: Last month a list of "great" books in the history of anthropology
was printed in the newsletter. David Minderhout has pointed out
that many of the books on that T1ist are "great" in the sense
that they were innovative when they were written but that more
contemporary works might be mentioned to guide the anthro student
to works of more direct academic significance today. Hence,
Minderhout and Reeder have made lists of books which were most
influential in their professional careers.

Reeder: 1. E. Durkheim, Elementary Forms of the Religious Life
2. L. White, The Science of Culture
3. W. Howells, Mankind in the Making
4, V. G. Childe, Man Makes Himself
*5. S. Washburn, Tools and Human Evolution
*6. Hockett and Ascher, The Human Revolution
*7. A. F. C. Wallace, Revitalization Movements
8. R. Ardrey, African Gensis ("pop" anthropology)
9. D. Barash, Socio-Biology and Behavior (current)
*articles, reprinted in many places.
Minderhout: E. Durkheim, Division of Labor in Society

Radcliffe-Brown, Structure & Function in Primitive Society
E. Leach, Political Systems of Highland Burma

F. Barth, Models of Social Organization

Chomsky, Syntactic Structures

Tyler, Cognitive Anthropology

White, The Science of Culture

Hymes, Language in Culture & Society

Geertz, The Religion of Java

1
2
3
4
5.
6.
7
8
9
0 Whorf, Language, Thought & Reality
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