LOLLEGE ARCHIVES

NORTH.WESTERN NORMAL SCHOQL,
Twelfth District

Anmual report of the north-western State Normal School (The twelfth District)
for the year ending September 1, 1861,

To the Superintendent of Common Schools for the State of Pennsylvenia:

SIR: — In compliance with the provisions of the fifth section of the
Normal school act, passed May 20, 1857, the first annual report of the condi-
tion and nperatiuns of this 1nstitutiun, up to the first of September, 1861,
is respectfully submitted,

COST ,~~Grounds, with grading and fencing, to beginning of year, % 2,000,00
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SALARIES ,.-To faculty of instruction, The amount reccived from tuition and
miscellnncous gources, is distributed among the faculty,

CTHER EXFENSES ,me Addition to buildings,
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STCCK AND DIVIDEND,— No shares of stock are held by anyone, consequently
no dividends to be declared, The funds of the institution, together with its

income, erc wholly devoted, after deducting rcpairs and nocessary cxponsesy
to tho peymont of the seleries of the faculty,



FACULTY ,~— Number of male toachurscmnlu:.ma........... 6
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TERMS ,~~Two scssions of twenty-two wecks cach , o o o « « ¢ » « o 44 wWooks

STUDENTS =-=In tha NnxmlDepartmnt—mlas............ 60
nn femalus.......tn-- 77
AWMGEAGEGFSTHBEHS_MRJM...,............maara 19
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STUDENTS ! PLACES OF RESIDENCE,— In this Normal district , . . . » 131
; In other parts of tho State ., , » 00

Out of tho state . o o o o o & » 6

STUDENTS NOW ENROLLED ,——In Elemontary courso=—malos , o o o o o o« o 25
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n n u fomnles o . - . 3

Classicnl Tonchora! COUrSCeelAlos , o « » 1

n n n Pomnles . « « o @ 1
PrBPE‘Iﬂtﬂrﬁrﬂﬂumﬂ..'a-.-n.lill nono

Attending on District cccount , , o o 4 « & 1
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BRANCHES OF STUDY,--411 the bronchos are included in the course of study
which nrc rogquired by law to bo tought in common schools; espocial attention
being given to drill in clemontory branches, In the scicntifie nnd clnssicel
course, natural seionce, mothemntics, liternturc and l-nguego, ore pursued as
fully os ot any of the colleges of the Cormonwealth,

Iocturcs on thoe theory and proctice of teaching to the graducting elnss,
throught the yeor, This closs also have proctico in teaching in the medel
school ot least half an hour coch dny, during the scssions of the Senior yoor,

GOST OF TUITION,— Avirage—por 088100 , & v s o ¢ 5 s o 5 o 5 & & & $ 9,00
Boarding, lodging, wnshing, fucl, light and usc of '
books — AVcTngoe- per scssion (:Ln the Hall,) 40,00
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MIDEL SCHOOL,—~ Fupils in mndel school-admitted from outside of the

school district,—males 6 — fomales 4 o« o 4 + =« » » 10
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GROUNDS ,—These have been g raded, and tho roadways ond footpathas laid out
and partially graveled, and the parterrc nade ready for the reception of the
shrubbery and flowers, We only eswait the nosns to camplote the adorning of the
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sane, The erection of & Gymmasium for the young men, and the corplotion of
the room set apart for that nurpose for the young ladies, are in contomple-
tion, but, as with the adornmnont of the grounds, reans are wanting to place
ovorybhing in that order which the intercsts of the school and the welfare
of tho pupils demend, With our debt now romoved, as will be scen by the stato-
nent above, we hope soon to be able, by the aid of faithful fricnds, to have
the grounds and buildings in complete nrder for the confort, convenience and
physicel welfare of the pupils; and with the faeulty of instruetion now
ongrged, we hope confidently to fulfil every masonnble oxpoctation of the
departrcnt, as well as of tho friends of the common school systen of the
State,

Of the worldngs of the institution in the departments of instruction, its
wvants and necessities, its present success and promises for the future, you
are respectfully referred to the report of the Prineipal, which accompanies
and is presented as part of this report,

WM, CAIMPHELL
: Pres't, Board of Trustees
EDINBORO!, Wov, 11, 18&1

Sworn and subscribed the 11th day of November, A,D, 1861, before
JOHN W, CAMPBELL, J, F,
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FRINCIPAL'S REP(RT,

To the Board of Trustees of the North-Western State Normal School of the
Twelfth Distriets

GENTLEMENS—I hercwith respectfully submit my first anmual report of the
state and operations, together with the doficioncies and nocessities, of the
institution under your care,

The official rocognition of this, as the North-Wcstern Normal school for
the Twolfth Normal district of the Commonwcalth, took place on the 30th day
of Jamary, 1861, and from that date, it has cntered upon its carecer as one-of
the institutions connected with the State systom of common school educatiom,
the design of which, primerily, is the duc t raining of teachers for the common
schools of the State,

During the portion of the year that has elapsed since our official ree-
ognition, the total number of pupils in attendance in the Normal Department,
%has been sbout 100, Of this mmber, m large majority was composod of young
gentlomeon and ladios who had already boon engagod as teachers of common
schools; but feoling the megcasity of higher gquelificetions, thoy set apart a
portion of their slender incomes to defray the cxpense of onc or two quartcors®
tuition in the Normal school, and thom with pow impulsc amd inercascd vigor,
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heve thoy betakon themsclvos to their ealling, only rogrotting that they had
not the moans to avnil thomsclves of the full coursc of instruction in our
ingtitution, Although we may thus be tho instrumentality of accomplishing
mich good, yot it is o metter of sincere regrot that owing to tho limited
meong of the most worthy ond tnlonted of such studonts, they are not ensbled
to attend continuously upon o full course of study and receive tho professional
diploma,

It may not be concealed, that with all the efforts of the friends of
popular education to clevatc our cormon schools, and to make the profession
of tho teacher cnincont for its dignity and standing arong the profeossions
cnd vocations of 1life, therc is yot wanting the proper stimulus to induce
young nen nnd woren of rmple meens to preparc thersclvos thoroughly for tho
rosponsibilitios of so high a calling, But fow, and they of comparctively
humble strtion, scen inelined to put a proper ostinnte upon the dignity and
inportnnce of the profession, ond thoso would gladly, if thoy could; avail
thensclves of the advantnges of tuition in the Statc Normol schools, thot
thoy rdght toke rank as profossional tenchers, Until the dircctors of tho
vorious cormon school districts throughout the Commonmwealth show thole approe
cintion of the tencher, by deranding highor stondards of atteinnent, and by
nenifosting a villingness to remmnerate the nceorplished ecdueator, we nny
not hope to gee the hells of our Normel schools crowded with voluniery ap-
plicrots fror their educationsl appliances and honors,

In the rorntire, while the necessary rovolution is slowly but surcly
gaing on in the ninds of the people, and, by the workings of nur nost
oxecllent and populrr schonl syston the standard of attoinrent in the
oxisting elnss of tenchers is being gradorlly clovoted, we should be cnebled,
by nocng of the very low roto of tuition, or by offering it gratuitously, to
hold »nut inducerents to such worthy enndidetos, in cach schrol district of thoe
soveral Nernol districts, = odight be designnted by the brard of dircetors of
the snme, to attond upon o full coursc of instruetion nnd receive n profossionnl
diplonn, It nny be snid that this is nlready contorplated in thoe Normal
Sehonl ret, and that dircetors oro now onpf wered by the ninth paragraph of
saction 6, "to sclodt, oftor public exanination, fron arongst those, if nnles,
of the ngo of sixtoon and upwnrds, and if fennles, of not less than fourteen
yoors, who nanifost o desire ond a eapacity to excreisc tho profossion of
teoching,” and to retain such student during the whole torn of study in the
proper Nornal school of tho district, This is very true, But vhile only
one boord of dircetors in the whole Normal district nay deoan it worth while
to rvail itsclf f the privilege, scoros of nost worthy pupils in cach school
distriet would gladly bo the recipicnts of such favor, It is not theoir's to
choose, snd thoy woit in vain upon thoir less spprocictive boards teo act in the
nattor, Moonwhile do not the intercsts of cducntion suffor? In view of
this state of the ense, would it not be wisc to potition our Logislatiro for
such modification of the Nornal nct, as would offoctuanlly carry out the
intention of thet elausc?

But to roturn to thoe topics proposcd first to be laid beforo you, to
wits The condition and operntions of the institution,-- Wo arc as ot in
o fooble state, being only in the incipicncy of nur ontorprisc, The school
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and ite designs are not yet fully known throughout our Normel district, and
consequently our pupils are principally resident in that portion of the
State immediately ndjacent to the locality of the school; whereas, being the
only State Normal school west of the mountaing, we should have representa-
tives from all countics of the western pert of the Stote, So desirable a
result will only be nccomplished by effort on our part to mnke the school
and its ndvontagos lmown, Time and duc diligence in disscmineting the
requisite information mst eventually effectthis, I haove been enabled, by
attonding this fall upon teachers' institutcs in tho soveral countics of
the district, to moct lorge bodies of intclligont toochers, to whel tho
peculinr advantages of our State Normal school have for the first time
corrionded thomsclves:; and it is to bo hoped that during another year we
shnll rceccive lerge accessions from these sourcos,

By your liberty in sctting apart one thousand dollars of thc sum appro-
printed by the Legisleturc nt thoir last sossion, we hove purchased, st a
vory considerable discount fron menufacturcrs! priccs, cultc a complete
Elcctrical, Preumatic ond Chemical apparatus, also a fine transit instrument
for surveying purposes, and o superior telescope for astrononmicd use; also
a cormlete set of moteorological instrumonts, With these applicences we are
gnobled now to illustrate the sciences, and to impart rmch more thorough and
prectiesl knowledge of the seme to our pupils,

Our rodel school, constituted, ns you src awars, of the public schools
of the district, has been in successful operation during the yeor, Under
the dircction of the permonent principal of the srme, bthe pupils of the
Nornrl school hove conducted most of the class cxercises—thus being cnabled
to roduce to practice the instructions reccived in thoir own classes; The
tire occupied in the Model school by the pupils of the Normal school, in no
ensc ecxceeds one hour, ond thus they losc no tine allotted to their own
studics and rocitations, while they nre requiring preetierl experience in the
art of tonching,

Although we nay sincerely congratulatc oursclves upon the munerous
appliancos we howve, ot so small a cost, for the happy inruguration of the
State Normnl school, we would by no roans loave it to be inferred that nothing
is wonting to the successful issue of the same, There ore many things which
scor obgolutely ocssential to our complete success: 1lst, The grounds =
rdrirably adepted by nature, nced the handiwork of art to finish the adormment
for which they have been partinlly prepored, 2nd, A Gymnasiun, with the
gallery designed for similar use for the young ledics needs to be finished
ond properly furnished, 3rd, Libraries of books, for referonce on scientific
and nther subjeets nro much nceded; nnd Mincronlogical and other cobincts
cannot well be dispensed with, 4th, A bern ond woodhouse are much nacded for
tho convenience rnd confort of the stewsrd cnd students occupying tho boarding
halls, 5th, More furniturc is necessary for the reintenance nf good order
in the 1ndies! hall; especinlly should the roception roon be carpoted and
properly furnished,

lc look forwerd with a good degroe of confidonce that at no distont perded
those cnd 211 other minor deficicncics will be supplicd, ond our institution
bc anply prepared to fulfil the oxpectations of all the fricnds of our cormon
school systen,

: : JAMES THOMFSON, Principal
EDINBORC!, Nov, 11, 1861



