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The CIVIL WAR ia SPAIN and the SﬁUSA

‘The civil war in Spain is the Key question’ confrnntiqgﬁ; o
the international working class,. The Peeople's Front has pRes . =
ven its completely bourgeois noture by:its drive against: w&fkw
ers' control; resulting in the May 3-7 uprising in defen&a%ﬂ?
the couqueuta achieved in the first periovd of the civil wazi.
The bourgeoisie is using the Stalinists ard the rigbt “oaialﬂ
ists as a spearhead to crush the revolut . . 1J-
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The entry cf the POUM and the CLT into the governnent, and
their ¢owardly capitulatory course lay 3-7 in telidng the . o
workers to g0 back to work, zave pouven the bankruptey of tha&g
-organizations., Their pa”icieg have led objectively toward. :
Yigidation of ithe revolution end have laid the b%‘is for fur-
ther betrayals.

The onusting of the Caballero government and its replaocgs -
ment by the ‘Negrin regime are indications cf the degree qf . .
bourgeois consciidation already achieved. ' The People'ls Front
still has the UGT and the CNT in' reserve in case it may be.
necessgary to call on tha left to behead the miiitancy of tha
masses,

‘The May 3-7 uwprising was a spmhtane)us clags action of iy

the workers, who wera forced to - defernd the.r grins ﬂgalnqt @u
the assaults of the bourgeclsie, The 1ﬂtuer wants g crgsh m;'*
workers! militancy Dbpehind the lines dn, order 40 make s CJnpros:
mise deal with Trancc -and thkus end the-W11 at the exyense aipi-
the workers. The barrizades set up ir Barceloima aad.its: subv1¢
urbs found the PSUC (united Sncinlist-Comaunist pazty ) Bhcots.
ing down wurkers and defendimz the interests. u* empitalist
property.  The Catalarn Socialists shore, with the Staliniste .

~ the responﬂibii“tf'*cr tie PeJuxe‘a :rca murder of the wﬁrkega;

_ ~In this 31uuatiun whot is the 1-$1n10L 0f the SPUSA? - The.
Handbook, quoting o2 p. 34 the NESC resvlv:ion on Spain, declaXes:
; The labor movement of Swpain, under - ¢ gnidance of Traﬂg~
ciscc Largo Oabellezo, Soc iAl.at nad ftrade vaion leoder, -Look .
coupon dtself the reayﬁnslﬂllitlEq tokiy bnva““rent after leﬁrdl- x
“egonservative slements had failled .to sustnir a vigorons defensge.
Thus the world's worliing ¢lags cdinss o_uider the present.’
government, primorily dam;nate“ by .- ﬁtﬂ“ elements, aund nov.
Loredting on. the old state apparatus, &8 o hourge:is reg;meﬁﬁ"
:Zj[Our emphasia}

The Prrﬁ; éecla“es for political and mnta:lal unpart far
*%nﬂ Peovle's FPrint copitalist stote. Bub simaliansously: it aulls
“£08 "eommittees 6f workers', pedsants, and militiomen", =which&u;F:
iars working-clags organs trat can de velap only - in strug g - g
éa-aﬁhﬁt ‘the capitalist s nta. This leaves the:Party in ﬂ b;@a@-
Tesg-contradiction, which ‘it Ysolves" by:dn:attock bpen'd
%;It does- nat hesitate to ﬂln a "owmittee Ak i3 .“

Ry ﬂ@ﬂﬁ¢qh Uﬁnx?rLay o 5 onllect angﬁ%f}gw&h
1@&*?5&@4@ s'#“fnt fuuarrmenu, hut 1t ““t&@dﬁﬂﬂﬁ 3
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rejects & united front for workins-class rights and for

defense of the political prigwnows of the sume government.

Yesterday it geve "unstinting and effective support"
to Caballero's "provisional revolutionary regime" (Handbook,
p. 34( which during the May Days rushed troops in from the
front to smash the workers! struggle. Today the Party gives
full support to the capitalist administration of Negrin,
which it admnits is to the right even of Caballero. Tae
Clarity NEC supports the bourgeois-Peopla's Froat just as
completely =but not so frankly- as does Alfman,

The Party's position on Spain is utt-~ly worthless.
Worse than that - it is a line of politice«.. support to a
People's Front capitalist state that is engaged in trying
to drown in blood the proletarian revolution. '

The Party is goving very definitely %to the right, not
to the left. The NEC resolution on Swvain, the New York state~
ment on the mayoralty compaign, the support to the CIO class-
collaborationist policies, the rejection of the united front
for the defense of workers' rights in Loyalist Spain, the
Altman political expulsion campaipn against the left - all
prove that the direction is to the right,

The consclidation of bourgenis rule under the Negrin
regime; . the persecution and murder of anti-fascilsts op-
vosed to the Peosple'!s Front statey the suppression of the
POUM and other working-class organizationsy the removal of
workers! organizations from key posts (televhcae, radioc,
transportation) - these developuents indicate clearly the
shift toward cpen military dictatfrsahip in Spain.  And in
the USA the class-collaborationisv policiez of the CIO in
the steel strike, and the restraint exercised by the CI
riisleadership over the militancy of tlie workers, have broght
confusion and discouragement into the rank ¢ cf the working
class. Objectively aiaed by these cmservative factors and
gset<backs in the labor movement, Altmen is driving his
wedge between Anpeal and Clarity, and is conducting n vicicus
campaignof expulsion against the Appeal., The vacillations
and the concessions made by the Appeal leadership to Clarity,
and by Clarity to the Altman group, is & 2 ~in moving con=
stantly to the right. This whole process <Gtrengthens Alt-
man politically at the expense of the left. If the Zppeal
finally starts to fight, this is memely a ky-product of
Altmuns's strategy.

The failure of the Cannon-Shachtmon leadership serious-
ly to educate the Party on the revolution in Spain simply
reflects its own centrist ¢ nfusion and wvacillation »m this
key question. The Appeal Institute said that we "endorse
the cction of ovur party in helping, on a national scale,
the send ing of trained men to Spain to join the International
- Brigade" ("Socinlist Adpeal", March & Fedb. issues, 1837). .
"Material" support to agencies ¢ ntrolled by Pecople's Front
forces is political support to capitalism. It gives a blank
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check to the class enemy - gives them men and guns that
they control and accordingly use against the working class.

Political support is permissible only to an organization
with a Marxist program, because only a Marxist program is
politically correct. But material support may =and must-
be rendered not only to Marxists and liarxist organizations,
but also to anti-Fasc ist organizations firmly controlled
by working-class rank-and-files, who can be trusted not to
turn the guns against their own class. Thus we should send
money and supplies directly to units such as workers! mil-
itia squads, factory committees, or peasant communes.

What have we been told about the POUM? The "Socialist |
Appeal" for August states (We quote from the "Socialist Ap=-!
veal' as representing the position of the Appeal administra-
tion: if some of the quotations were merely the opinions of
individuals, then soc mu:ch the worse for an c~ jortunist leader=-
ship that would not commit itself for or against its printed
statements on questions so crucial, ): "The Maurin-Nin group
(POUM) has eliminated itself as a progressive factor." (p.1l)

But then the "Appeal" unahashedly reverses itself in (p.3)
the September 'issue, and greets us by characterizing the
POUM as "revolutionary Marxist" ! Apnarently the Maurin-Nin

progressive factor", but was the party of the proletarian
revolution. -

History, however, knows all kinds of degeneraticzns !
By November the most that the "Appeal" can say for the POUM
is that "it is possible that a Bolshevik force may yet
emerge from it." (p.12) (Our emphasis)

But by December the editor is making extremely grave
charges against this erstwhile "Revolutionary liarxist" party.
Now, it seems (pp.5&6), the versatile POUM mot only had turned
into one of the variovus "species of centrism", but it "ended
by joining the People's Front and signing its nome to the
bourgeois platform." It entered "into tha coalition govern-
ment of the Bourgeois Generality, whuse role it is to defend
democracy." "The Catlonian workers! councils" are "gutted",
and "assisting in the work this time, is the P»UM leadership."
-=Rather serious reflectins on the political character of
the party, you might suppose. Nevertheless, "it is not
exciuded that, despite this lamentable record, the POUM will
yet succeed in redressing its course and beconming the
rallying ground of the truly consistent revolutionary mive-
ment in Spain...."

, To be sure, the Dec, 15th "Appeal' fi ds (p.8) that
"the old policies of class collaboration and cnalition gov-
ernment" are still "the guilding lines of the leadership" of
the POUM, :

January , however, shows that hope springs eternal, nﬂd
pleads |(p.8) that "the POUM has only ( 1) to cease its gyrations
and resolutely to unfurl the banner f revnlutiuna:y Marxism



and ta inscriha upﬂn it th ﬁécééédrﬁ-ﬁaaks éf'tﬁié moment .. ..

“Pebruary contirmes the furi us campaign' of hoping for
the resurrecticn, and declares (p.23) that the POUM's "ex-
pulsion from the Catalonisn government = &t the. demand of
the CP ( !) =+affords it the posgibility of making a tumn in
the direction of: revoluticaa“y Marxism,"

At last .in Moarch the faithful nignts of Yoping bear
triumphant fruit, for once again one ma) refer reneate&;y
to the PouM as "the revolutionisis",; and may glory in it ase
"the only party in Spain fibbtlﬁg feor Scoialism." (pp. 43 &
44 - Institute resolution)

But alas, how perverse is fate:; i1t seems that once again
our pet has uhangad its spots, and can no longer be given un-
walified suppert. Comrade Murrow's letter early this . month
?July 1937) merely vouchsafes (p.2) "political suppoxt to the
revelutionists in the PQUM, CNT, and FAI. .." To what organ-
ization? To what Murxist force? To what tendency? We are

not told. ~ ' :

IT IS NECESSARY FIRST OF ALL TO REALIZE THAT THERZ IS NOW
NO MARXIST PARTY IN SPAIN, AND THAT Oi% MUST BE BUILT.

Tne Appeal administration, buruﬂucratically pursuing
its policy of compromise and "peacc with Clarity, failed to
carry on a polltlcal fight and permittad Alitmen to asaure
the offensive. The mere fact that the Appear cificials ray
now be rorced to defend themselves changes nothing, The -
political tail-endism ‘of the Cannom~Shachtmn lendershipn has
created confusion and disorientation among the Appeal ronk
and file. ' ;

The events and experiences of over a ysar demnnstrate
perfectiy clearly the futility of any course ~ther than the
sharpest, most intransigeant struz;le m the cuvestions »f polit-
jical line and policy. Ve munt conduvet ir the Party-a clear
Prlnclpled f1grt against Pa@yle' Wrortism-in all its forms,

£

The- purp:se cf +his Prbllﬂltarj Teﬁﬂlitl N 15

t0 kelp lnltlntc a full, cpen, ﬂEHJGId+lC dinrusﬂiﬁn in
the Appeal, and.iﬂ the Party uenvrully,

to fight fnr - and contribute to - the formulation of
s genuine Marxist policy, anu it8 carrying »ut in
‘actionj and - ;

to show the need for a new - a revolutionary - ptruy 1n_'
Spain and: throuehout the world - the

"'.

23 July, lgﬁfi

FOURTH IETEENATIONAL X

—u‘"-...-.-g......-——-u--q-—-— -
—

(The Marxlst Poliey Gommittee invitps c mredes to cnm,unlcEtE*f?
- ‘with us. Address .all correspondence toy Ce Becket, 3435° 4
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