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The article by Janes T. Farrell
on the AYD was vwritten ot a time
Wher. ‘he drive againat that Stal-
inigt front organization reached
itec peak. Though the cpecific sub-
jedt is an old one, thc general pro
blem of the socialist attitude to~-
warde the legal rights of totali-
tarian staliniet organizations is
becoming of paramount importance.

Comrade Farrell comes to grips
with these problems in hie article
and presents views which ore shared

by the Bocialist Youth Leogue,

* * ® ™

In the necxt 1issue of B8YR we
hope to have a letters-to-the-edi-
tor column. Readers are invited to
gcnd in suggestions and criticiems
of the magazine. Also, articles
that arc of a discussion nature wll
be considered for publication,

* * " "

A new editorial staff for SYR
hae been clected and is planning a
larger and technically improved mag
agine. The incrsasedzize of the
magazine will allow for more art-
icles topical politieal problems.

The editor and business mana-
ger are comrades Gertrude Blackwel
and Jack Henry.
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The deadline on articles and
letters for the next issue is May
5l. Articles should be mailed to:

Gertrude Blackwell

Editor, Socialist Youth Review

114 W. 14 8t. (3rd floor)

New York, N.Y.

Business corrcspondance should
be mailed to Jack Henry at% the
same address.

* » L] *

The increased number of pages,
beginningwith the next isesue will
nceeseitate a boost in the price
of the magazine, from ten to fif-
teen cents.



The AYD

By JAMES T. FARRELL*

New York City
May 5, 1947
Mr. Melvin Mencher
Ediwor
The Window
The University of Colorado
Boulder, Colo,

Dear Mr. Ménchﬂ:

Permit me to thank you for your letter of April
14th, and for the confidence you express in me by
asking that I present my views on the AYD contro-
versy to your readers. I am answering your request
in this open letter.

You ask me the following questions: . . . do you
think that groups influenced by the Communist Par-
ty should be allowed to function once their identity
has been established? Do you think there is any pos-
sibility of liberals changing the complexion of a Com-
munist front organization? Or do you feel, with the
president of the university, that any group with many
Communists should be banned from the campus and
from influencing youths?"

Your questions are posed too generally. You are
really aﬂrﬂng me what I think aﬁut th}::: action of
President Stearns of the University of Colorado in
rescinding the charter of the AYD. [ have read the
report issued by the committee which investigated
the AYD. This committee has, obviously, worked
with care. It has attempted definitely to base its
conclusion on facts. However, it has not clearly
posed questions. Likewise, President Stearns did not
go to heart of the issues involved. Thus, he par-
tially motivated his action by characterizing the AYD
as “a front for a foreign dominated ideology.” This
hrasing is confusing. To be more precise, all Stalin-
15t innocent organizations are a front for an inter-
national apparatus which works in secret. This or-
ganization or apparatus is controlled by the Kremlin.
It uses any and all ideologies. There can be no doubt
but that the AYD is Stalinist controlled. It is the
Young Communist League under a new name; it
uses the language of liberalism and American nation-
alism instead of that of Marx and Lenin. But to
describe it as “a front for a foreign dominated ideol-
" permits its members and defenders to answer
charges made against them bv evasiveness. They can

“Mr. Farrell is @ wall-known novelist, short-story writer, ond essay-
ist. His works include the Studs trilogy. The of Fi
?r;‘dmtﬂhn [eriticism, 1944), and his lotest novel rd L]
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throw quotations from Thomas Paine in the face of
critics. Those who control the AYD have no great
need to concern themselves with their critics. They
cannot make followers out of their critics. They
are concerned with their followers, and with those
naive and misinformed young people who can be
made into followers. The action of President Stearns
helps them more than it hinders them. [t permits
them to present themselves as suffering progressives
who have the interests of the whole American people
dear to their heart. In addition, to ban Stalinist front
organizations amounts to a confession of impotence
and bankruptcy. It implies that one lacks the con-
fidence to fight Stalinism in the open and on the
basis of principles.

The best description I know of the Communist
parties of the world is that used by Ruth Fischer—
“the Russian State parties.” Innocent organizations
are instruments of the Russian State parties. Thus,
these groups are really a front for an internationally
organized ap}mratus, Their purpose is to serve the
needs of the foreign policy of the Soviet Union. They
are progressive only to the extent that the foreign
policy ol the Soviet Union can allow progressive ac-
tion. These organizations allegedly fight for alleged
progressive aims in many countries, but, at the same
time, they remain silent about or else they openly
defend the existence of slave labor and of concentra-
tion camps in the Soviet Union. They attack Amer-
ican or British imperialism, but only as a means of
concealing Russian imperialism; they defend freedom
of speech in every corner of the world, except in
those places where [reedom of speech is inconvenient
to Generalissimo Stalin; they attack many crimes
and injustices in the west (and these should be at-
tacked) but they attack none of the crimes and in-
justices perpetrated by the rulers of the Soviet state.
They are Russian nationalists. As such, they should
be exposed and characterized. 1If they are innocent
dupes, it should be remembered that while naivete
and innocence can be charming in children and
young girls, it is inexcusable in politics. “Neither a
nation nor a woman" wrote Karl Marx, “can be for-
given for the unguarded hour in which a chance
comer has seized the opportunity for an act of rape.”
Nor, in the last analysis, can a Stalinist dupe be for-
Ei'ﬂ‘:n for the unguarded moment when his mind

as been raped by a misapplied quotation from
Marx or Lenin or Jefferson or Paine or Lincoln.
But at the same time, it is meaningless to ask Stalin-
ists to admit what they are when it does not serve
their purpose to do so. One can only press them
with blunt questions, describe their tactics and in
that way, isolate them.

These remarks more than suggest the answers’]
will give to your questions. These questions are
not well posed. They should be more specific and
more clear. For instance, in your first question, you
use the phrase “groups influenced to some degree by
the Communist Party.” Monolithic parties which are
totalitarian from top to bottom do not influence
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merely o some degree.
degrees, or else, they influence on all vital questions
which directly concern their own aims, and they
create the illusion of democracy by allowing dupes
to talk about that which is secondary or irrelevant
to the main issues. But at the same time, I am op-
posed to the banning of the Communist Party. As a
member of the National Board of the Workers De-
fense League (which is one hundred per cent free of
Stalinist influence), 1 voted for a resolution which
has publicly placed the Workers Defense League on
record as opposed to any banning of the American
Communist party. To ban the Communist party and
its front organization will be to endanger all free
anti-Stalinist liberal, radical and revolutionary voices
in America. One can be sure that the masters
of the Kremlin are not worried that their minions
in America might suffer the loss of free speech. In
one way or another, these masters have taken care of
the free speech of their dupes and agents. The ban-
ning of Stalinist organizations will only give these or-

nizations the moral credit they need in order to
ool people. During the War, the American Stalinists
pursued an out-and-out Wall Street line. This fact
needs to be erased from the public mind. If you
ban them, you will tell many people that they are
really the rhamﬁium of progressive aims and of the
workers. And that is what they wish people to think.
Then, if they have become established as such cham-
pions, they can state that as the leaders of the van-

ard of Human Progress, that there is progress in
oland, in Hungary, in Russian occupied Germany,
in Yugoslavia, in Roumania, in Bulgaria and even
in Siberia which Henry Wallace seems to consider
to be more or less like the American wild west of
Bronco Billy. The reactionaries who attack the
Stalinists as socialist revolutionists are really prepar-
ing the ground for reaction in America. They are
turning a real force and danger into a demon. The
best way to establish reaction is to turn men into
demons of the imagination. Then, you slay the de-
mons and you use this pseudo-accomplishment as the
means of placing your political power firmly in your
own hand]?

Yes, it is possible for liberals to change the com-
plexion of a Communist front organization. All they
need to do in order to achieve this fine aim is to con-
vince Generalissimo Stalin that he should order such
a change. If liberals can so convince Stalin, then,
they can change the complexion of Stalinist front
organizations. However, it should be added that
many in Russia who tried to change Mr. Stalin's mind
are now either dead or else they are in jail in Henry
Wallace's new wild west.

It is clear, then, that I do not favor a policy
such as that of President Stearns. At the same time,
1 would also remark that I think the position taken
by Mr. Brian Wadsworth, in the spring issue of The
Window is dangerous. Mr. Wztr;wnr:h wants the

AYD and other Stalinist organizations out in the
open so that he can expose them. But for what?

the betterment of that world. But they should, at
the same time, know that as long as they are students,
they are or they should be trying to develop the most
wonderful of all human instrumentalities—the human
mind. And if they do, perhaps they will realize that
the arm-chair Machievelleanism of Stalinist du

offers neither the road to insight nor to action that
will contribute towards making the world more free,

Either they influence to all I

He does, not tell us. There is lynch spirit within

- the law, and lynch spirit beyond the law. One should

be aware of both. The two students who defend
the AYD in the spring issue of The Window 1alk
of programmes in a language of empty generalities:
their articles could have been written by Earl Brow-
der in the days when he was the “beloved leader” of
the American people and the twentieth century edi-
tion of Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine and Abra-
ham Lincoln. But Mr. Wadsworth has no programme.
Why does he want to expose the Stalinists? Because
they are not American? But they are Americans!
Because they express a foreign ideology? But their
language and formal ideology is coming from the
same source as his. And there are injustices in Amer-
ica. There is race prejudice. Labor is exploited.
America is perhaps the freest country in the world
today, but it is not free enough. It must be more
free. The sine qua non for ogposiq% Stalinism is
to ﬁihl every injustice in America. Then, one can
attack, with principles, the inhuman policies of Stal-
inism all over the world. Then, and then only, will
one’s attack on slave labor and concentration camps in
the Soviet Union have the convincing ring of princi-
ples. The answer to the AYD is an independent stu-
dent group which dares to face and discuss every
question, which bases itself on its own members and
not on a central organization in New York City, and
which really seeks to help students to become mature,
independent, and fearlessly direct in their effort to
think, to learn, to prepare themselves to take their
place in the world we know. Against such an or-
ﬁanization. democratically run, and with complete
ocal autonomy, the AYD cannot stand a chance of
winning influence. Of this, I am convinced. The
Stalinists and their reactionary enemies are really
alike. If one points out that there is Jim Crow in
America, an out-and-out reactionary will answer by
declaring that there is slave labor in Russia. If one
ggints out that there are concentration camps in the

viet Union, the Stalinoid liberals will evade the
issue by talking about Girdler and Talmadge. The
Stalinists so act that the bitterest reactionaries in
America can pose as champions of freedom: these
reactionaries so act that the Stalinists can come forth
with the same pose. They are both threatening to
eliminate all independent voices, and to clear the
field for a struggle between themselves. They are
gradually forcing on the public mind a false either—
or proposition. They use different emotional words
of appeal, but they have the same authoritarian type
of mentality. To think, to act, to try and contribute
towards making a better world, one must be [ree of
both influences. Students can best learn to be free
by forming a free and open organization which is
controlled by its own membership, and which does
not fear to raise, to study, to discuss any and all
valid questions. This is the way to create free minds.
Only free minds can fight authoritarian minds. Stu-
dents should be interested in the world in which
they live. They should try to contribute towards

and towards fighting for peace and pleﬁty. Jame

Connolly, the Irish revolutionist and national martyr
once remarked that unity is a good thing, but tha

if unity must be achieved at the cost of Erin{iples
then it is not worth the price. Unity wit
State

with Eugene Talmadge.

Russial
rties is not worth the price more than is umt



A Brief Visit te¢ the

STAUNST POLITICAL CIRCUS

It 1s easier ¢to go through a maze than to keep track of the
Communist (Stalinist) Party changes in line,

Lelow, we quote from articles about Hoosevelt and his politics
published by the Stalinists, which should at least indicate the
fabulous {lip=-flopa which mark the Whole history of Stalinism. Une-
fortunately, we.have only enou:h space in this issue to meprely ine
dicate the web of lies and contradictions in which the Stalinists
have been caught up,

"Roosevelt's policies, as is already evident, are policies in
the interests of the bankers and big industrialists and”against the
Interests of the %oiling masses, The diectatorial powers already
taken by Hoosevelt e already a step toward fascization=-- are being
used azainst the toilers..,.,.,this is the anti~working class progran
of Hoosevelt,"

(Statement of the Central Committee, Daily Worker, Harch30, 133)

"At the same time a more insidious form of fascism is being
foisted on the people, represented by the logical evolution of the
National Kecovery Act and Boosevelt's assumption of power never ate
tained by former Presidents in time of peace,

(lew liasses, January 2, 1934)

"lieanwhile, it is already heing amply demonstrated that the
attacits of the Reactionary Republicans and their stooges on [cose=
velt's peace proposals is standing the liazis in good stead,”

(Daily Worker, editorial, August 19, 1939)

"lIr, Roosevelt, ¥oOU...,swith the applause of the Republicans,
connived t0 bring Chamberlain and Hitler together for the Ilmnich
betrayal of Tzechoslavakia.” ' :

(Deily Jjorker, ediforial, Uctober 30, 1940)

"looverism had driven the country as close to hell as a nation
may approach and still ‘remain a democracy, and then a new President
(Roosevelt) took office. Right then, at the very beginmning, the
people knew he was their men," T2

"Better than most men, FPFranklin Kooseveclt knew that Lmcrican
Democracy was a living, vital, and revolutionary ideology."

e |

(Hew .Jasses, article by Howard Fast, April 24, 1945)

"eseaWWe know that we are a hetter pcople because iir, Zoosevelt

was at the helm, We 4re & betuor DeOple because SOMEhOW and oMo
Time all of us have partaken of his wisdom, And somchow his areate
ness nes seeped into. the very fiber of our lives and of our beings,
The man will shine in the natlonal memory as long as the nation
lives ‘“

(lew ilasses, April 24, 1945)

- 0 -



EDITORIALS..,
WE CAN'T WIN WITH WALLACE

The "allace Third Party movement has tremendously increased
its support in recent momths, particulary among students and na-
tional minorities anmd to a lesser depree, among a section of the
labor movement., This is due, not so much to Mallace's""progran)
as to the banlrupt politics of the other two capitalist parties,
Wallace hns successfully channelized the discontentment arising out
of the Trumaen Administration's draft proposal, the Palestingan be-
trayal and the increasingly rcoctionary labor legislation of both
the Democrats and the Republiecans,

This develorment, though it econtaine some encouraging signs,
is also an unfortunate one, It is eneouraging in that it reflects
a growing and active disillusionment on the part of youth and labor
with the sheddy, capitalist politicians of the two ma,jor parties,
It is unfortunate in that this discontentment is being deflected by
& movement which has nothing better to offer,

WHAT DOES WALLACE STAND FOR?

Wallace's "program" is primarily a nepative one, e and his
leading backers are ouite ready to draw un a long 1list of =
ceuratec grievances against the policies ¢f the Truman -dministra-
tiom and +the Republican Party, Dut whot does "lallace coneretely
offer in his demestic program? He tells us thot he is against mon-~
opolies, "onderful} So are & lot of people, But if he is going
to tec break up monopolies what does he pPlan to put. inm their
stead? On this,he hus said little,except to emphasize his faith inm
the'"systen cf free enterprise{ How it is possible to maintain capi-
talist free cnterprise today except on o monopoly basis, the Valle
aceites have not explained, "What Wulluce's proposal actually boils
dovm to 1is thut we go back 4o the good 01d days of horse and buggy
capitalism, e foil to sce anything progressive in this,

Wallace alsc tells us that he is against religicus diserinin-
ation and Jin Crow, But tallz is cheap, Every politician plays on
the healthy demoeratic sentiments of the American people with noble
sounding declarations in every eleetion year, '/itness Truman 's
Civil Rights Report, Talk is checap, How conveniently have allace
and his ecohorts forrotten his receord!? A cabinet member in the
Roosevel, government for thirteen years, his actions then belic the
promises hc offers now, As Sceretary of Agriculture, he was largely
rcsponsible for the criminal poliey of plowing under cropsyand the
killing of every third pig when"one third of the nation wae ill-fed,
ill~houced and ill-clothed,"

He makes fine speeches now about racial equality, DBut what a
contrast all this talk is to the Jim Crow Department of Agriculture
which Wallace proudly headed, Wallace rust be judged by his record
when in office, not by the vote-getting promises made so freely
when eut of office,



No candidate deserves even a second thought from anyone,
unless he makes clear his stand on foreign policy. The age
of isclationism is properly dead, What happens in London,
Paris, IMoscow, or Singaporc wvitally affects the well being of
the mass of American people,

Insofar as “allace has committed himself at all, he is commit~
ted to defending and apologizing for the reactionary politics of
Stalinist imperialism, He has come out,not for One World,but for
Two Worlds: one under the hegemeny of American imperialism, the
other dominmated by Russian imperialism, Aside from the utopian
absurdity of the practical aspects of this proposal, it reveals the
Wallaceites' willingness to subject masses of people to the monst-
rous oppression of Russian totalitarianism, on the one hand, and
the slightly more subtle expleoitation by American big-business in-
terests, on the cther,

The "allace mevement is a contradiction in its domestic '"pro -
gram" and is still more inconsistent in its support of capitalism
at home and Stalinism abroad, It is consistent only in its bas=-
ic anti-working clascs and anti-socialist character,

FOR AN TIDEPENDENT IABOR PARTY .

_ The American pecple need a Labor Party. Mot a fake Third
rarty like the ome that Wallace. and hip Stalinist inspirers offer,
but one based upon the needs and aspirations of labor and genuine
progressives, An Independent Labor Party which will break frem the
politics and influences of the traditicnal capitalist parties and
consistently oppose reaction in Washington as well as in licscow,
A party which can +trancsfeorm the American government from its pres-
ent status as servant to big-busincss, to a Workers Government
which will serve the interests of the broad mass of pecople == the
workers, the farmers and the youth, It is only such a party that
can fill the vacuum in American politics today.

T AGANST THE MARSHALL PLAN |

If the abstract meaning or the Mareghall Plan 1eg economic ald
for the deves tated nations of Europe and food for their hungry
peoples, then no esocialist - or any person with a spark of human
feeling - ocould oppose this plan. However, the Marshall
Plan as the Abstract Idea has 1little in common with theMarshall
Plan as a reality. The only meaningful way in which the plan can
be discussed is when placed in its social context. Only then, is
it at all possidle to get an accurate picture of the Marshall Plan:
its motivations, aims and consequences . "Motivations" are import-
ant to uncover, &as they give us a be tter insight into +the Plan,
facilitating an analvsis of it and nredictiona as to itsreculte.

It should be clear that the European Recovery Program 1ie
not motivated by humanitarian considerations. The plight of the
millions of s tarving peoples today in Chipa and India has not pro-
duced any Mars hall Plans for those nations, In Truman'e original
addresc to congress on the plan, and in the subsequent congressior—
al hearings and speechés, it has been adequately demonstrated tbat
the Marshall Plan is an attempt to stabilize American capitalism.

-8 &



This stabilization is to be accomplished througn Lwo vasio. tech-
niques. First=is the industrial aid designed to re-establish Ame =
ican markets in Europe and, secondly, through food loans to the hun-
gry people, to destroy the popular base that Russia has demagogical-
ly built for ite own imperialist interests among the European work-
ing class, particularly in France and Italy.

The ability of American capitalism to effectively rebuild the
European esc onomy is negated by several factors inherent inthe cap-
ltalist system itself. The vlan means a tremendous initial invest-
ment in Europe which may never ray dividends should the Stalinists
gucceed to frustrate the plan through their political influence in
the working class of Europa. Without such dividends the Marshall
Plan could only succeed in hastening an sconomic collapse at home.
fecondly, we must remember that capitalism is a competitive system.
The individual capitalist in America competes with other native cap-
italists for domestic and foreign markets, and compates on the world
market with foreign capitaliste. To significantly rebuild the cap-
italist csconomies of Europe would mean the ravival of a European
gapitalist cdass which would eventually become a competitor of, and
threat to the security of American capitalism.

That is, in bri:f, the dilemma of American capitalism today
in relation to aid for Europe:t effective sconomic assistance is
self damaging in the long run} no aid means the immediate loss of
necessary markets and sourc:ss of raw material.

The only "guarantee"™ that Washington could have today that even
the inadequate aid now provnosed would stand the American capitalists
to any good, would be its assurad hegemony ovar Europa's political
1ifa. Wall Stre®t would have to raduce Europe to a semi-colonial
stdtus. There is no other way that American capitalism could pro-
tect its interests from commeting Russian imperialism, from the Am-
bitions of a renascent Europsan bourgeoisis, and from the econonic
and pclitical aspirations of the Europ:an working class.

It is not necessary to point out where capitalist politisians
have openly said that the Marshall Plan means tha sconomic and pol-
itical subjugation of Europe. Imperialism always parades as the
bensfactors of mankind, not ite opnréssor. Our understanding of the
general nature of capitalism and the specific nseds of Amzrican big
business monecpolics today, reveals the Marshall Plan as n nerc sub-
tle extension of the imperialist pttoern.

As socialists, ocur opposition te the Marshall Plan flows from
our basic criterion of how this plan will affect the independencas,
and the living standards of the European working class. We arz op-
posed to any plan which is usced as a. waapon against the indepand-
action of the working class. We do not believe in  imperialist
alme plans that are used as a means of perpetuating capitalism , a
a system which means a constarfly decreasing standard of living for
all. werking people.



EDITORIAL ”:

AGAINST CONSCRIPTIOHN

(A SOCIALST APPEAL

Thc trap is being set.

The war hysteria is being consciously manufactured by ths "men
of state" to enlist mass suppcort for conscription and War. The
warsholl speech, the Syrnes speech, and the Truman sddress on "The
otate cif the world" are all part of the same pattern for war.

The fight of the oocialist Youth League against conscription
is part of our fight agsinst all forms of imperialiem - at home and
abroad. It is part of our fight against american Dollar Dinlomacy
whicn is attempting to subjugate the entire world under its dollar
shaped heel. 1t is also part of our socialist struggle against the
rapacious imperialism of the Russian state; a state which in its
practices and ideology has betrayed every socialist concept.

Youth cannot afford to sit on the sidelines. It must actively
participate in the fight for human dignity and freedom. That fight
must not be translated into support for either otalinist or dmeri-
can imperialism.

The battle for human dignity, and freedom is synonymous Wwith
the fight for a socialist America. A socialist ‘America in a sce-
jalist world where factories produce for useful consumption ——-— not
for armies, wans and profits; a world where the masses of people
deterzine their own destiny, not where it is dictatedsby the inter-
ests and needs of a selfigh few. This fight is much more than a
moral one. It is a fight for our personal existence and the ¢
tinuad growth of human culture.

e must not remain mere ®pectators.

The above three editorials, plus the article of clip-
oings from the otalinist press, have been stapled togetner
and may be ordered by individuals, groups or any youth or
party unite for distribution in front of schools and youth
meetings. The price 1is six dollars per thousand copies,
which is the cost of publication.

Thousands of copies have already been distributed and
great interest has been evoked.



DEMOCRACY SCTATISM AN

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTICN

The relationship between democracy and socialism is a problem
that has bscome nrimary for the sccialist movement. The rise of
dictatorship in Russia has become for many libasrals and intellec-
tuals, proof of the ultimate tendency of proletarian dictatorship
towards elimin2tion of economic democracy and individual rights.

The Socialist society as s=2n by Marx is historically condi-
tioned. - By this we mean that such a socie*y is only possible
once techniques of production ars developed to a point where the
struggle of man for existence 1is outmoded. For, so 1long as
scarcity existe, the desire +to appropriate the production of
others will exist. The strong will seek to enslave ths weak and
reap the fruite of their 1labors. S8lavs society, fsudalism and
capitalism viewed as class societies rested on th2 struggle be-
t%een classss for that which was produced.

ECONOMIC BASIS OF SOCIALISM

A classless society can maintain itself only when productive
techniques are so developed that material strupgelss will become
subsidiary to other aspects of living. The existence of such a
society wherein production is at such a high level, means several
things. It means an abundance of leisure and consequently a hu-
man and cultural development unparalleled in history. Contribu-
tione to art, philosophy and science have come for tha most part
from groups which have had the leisurs time to devclop'non-produc
tive pursuits. "Time is the father of all culture".

Such a development of technology would msan that the struggle
for ths necessities of 1ife which has dominated all of human ex-
istence would subside in importance. The class strugegle would
no _longer be nece&sary. Witnese the example of a subway train.
When there arz not eonough seats, passangers push each other
around. More subway guards are needed to open and close the
doors., When there are plenty of seats, however, the situation is
quite different. There is no mad scramble for seats. Passengers
don't push each othar, Less subway guards are nsedad. To pro-
ject this example to the historical level, only in a highly pro-
ductive economy where there is plenty for evsryone, can we think
of thz possibility of a socialist society. The struggle for the
means of existence, i.e., the class struggle, will bc outmodad.

THE DEGENERATION OF THE RUSSIAN WORKERS STATE

Russia, at th: time of the revolution, was a backward country
whose productive level, comparad to that of an advanced capital-
ist n=2tion, was insignificant. The material basis for a class-
less sociaty in Russia simply did not exist and could not be de-
veloped within Russian boundaries. The Bolshevik party which led
the Russian Revolution was well aware of this situation. That is
why they based all their aspirations for Russia on a victorious
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revolution in an advanced country,  specifically Germeny, Lenin
hoped that .thg_Russian-revolutién vould light?thﬂ firga of pro=
letarian revolution throughout Europe, Indeed, the period
following the Russian revolution was one of intense .revolutionary
struggles outside of Russia, These struggles failed, The dereat
of the Luropean revolution following Vorld War 1, insured with it
the defeat of socialiem in agrarian, isolated kugsia,
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"HAT IS BOLSHIVISM?

. . There .is anpther .aspect  to the nuédtion of democracy and
socialism which developed within the socialist movement,. This
problem can.be summed up as:iBolshevism,. The degeneration. of the
Russian revedution was not caused primarily by the economic back-
wardness of ‘Russia, according to the theoreticiahs 6f the Social
Democracy,; but was.inevitzble: for quite different reasons, It
was, they claim,a natural outgrowth of Bolshevism which is _essen-
tiaily.undemﬂcrﬂtic in nature;  BolShevism, .for them, is & ¢on-
spiratorial, monolXithie ™ tendene¢y which airms to seize Bbate power
undemocratically and establish, not the proletarian dictatorship
(a misnomer according to them), but a dictatorship ofthe Bolshev~
ik perty., This is social=-democratic mythalogy not . historicadl
facts The reality is that Bolshevism is antitheticil to atalirniim
in theory and action, There is no inherent continuitybetween the
twoy - s : = PR g ¥

* The first point- we must establish is the difference betwemn
the stalinist and bolshevik -concepts of the party, ° The S latter
concept of the revolutionary ' party rests prim;rily on the neces-
sity of.the party tobe prepared for a2ll cventualitiés, Theé party
must ‘' combine those aspeets ' of centralism. which - will ‘=fford
its effectiveness' in'action, andthose aspects of demécragywhich
will provide for a rich'and fruitful ideologieal liFfe within tthe

-party. This means that mincrity differences on policies,. tagtics
end theory which arise within the party must be.given freedom to
influence the rest of the party, The, history “of the Bolshevik
Party was one of discussion 4nd controversys.. linority tendencies
existed within the party on most of the important questions, It
was for this reason that Bolshévism, mode outetanding conyribu =
tions to revolutionary thcoéry and practice, e et

& i N . d

TBOLSHEVIK GENTRALEM Al'D DISCIPLINE VRO S

The question ' 'of how much centralism and discipline.is to &
ist in a revolutionary party cunnot be answered in o formulc,, In
Lemin's "™/hat Is To HBe Done™ he states that the high  degree  of
centralism, the rigid standurds for party members, the necessity.”
for the ctirict discipline which he outlines for the Ruscian purty
chould be modified when .cpplied to a demoeractic countrys . - The
BolshevikPorty in Russia . wos - gubjcet - te cloce curveillance by
the Tscrist police, For ycars o Rugpian police incpector. sat: as
a member on the central committce of the Bolshevik Porty.: : Under
these conditions.;.it was not possible.to hove 2ll papty affairg
diccussed openly,. All mcmbers of the party could not be famll}gr-
with each dther, It weas necesary, for ex:mple, to give Jlecding
committees the power of co-option,i.e.? the nover to appoint <
member to & committee withoutipn elcetion,



ROLE OF THE BOLSHEVIKS IN THE REVOLUTION

The relotionships of the Boshevik Party to the revolutions of
1917 give 1ittle crcdence te the totnlitorion myth, The first
revelution occured in February, The Tsarist, government wos over-
throvm nd was replnoced rot bj one gavernment but in actuclity by
two, Omne vwns the provisioncl government which was 2o coalition
of bourgeoics porties and evetually of all othe porties except the
bolsheviks, The masscs who hod overthrown the Tsurist cutocracy

e¢stublished their cwm councils in the fuctories, thc Larn cnd the
Miral regions, These were the soviets, Duch of the actual

work of eadministering government was performed by the_squiets,
A state of dual power existed, The Provisionel Government had not
becn elected. It simply stepped in to fill a vacuum,

The Bodsheviks raised three slognns: "4ll Power to the
Soviets", "A Constituent Ascocmbly", -nd "L:nd, Brezd and Peucell

s ol

By Septc nbﬁr the scvictes in Prtrﬂg"-ﬂ ~nd **Fﬂmv the lezding
industrinl cénters of Russin supported the F1og“n of "All Power
to the Soviets", Neither +the Ilensheviks nor any other purty
supported this s&logan, The Brovisionzl Government rcpeatedly
promised and repeatedly delayed the convocation of the consti-
tuent Assembly, which when i% finally met after the Revolution

wis no longer representative of the sentiments of the Russien
people.

ROLE CF TEE OTRER PARTIES

The policy of the other parties both bourgeois, peasant and
working class was notoriously undem0cratic. The Provlslnnal Gov-
ernment, which wse not an elected body, suppressed the pessants!
seizure of land from the large land owners, and refused to recog-
nize the legitimate democratic nature of the Soviets. It delayed
the convocation of the Constituent sssembly. It provided a fore-
runner of the Stalinist wmoscow Trizls technique by framing the
Solsheviks as "German Spies". It pursued an imperialist war pol-
icy when the overwhelming majority of the people wanted peace-

The peasant supported Social Revolutionary party split in tw.

The split was msinly due to the policy of the provisional govern-
mant in arresting peasants who seized the 1snd. The Right-Wing

Social Revolutionaries supported the Frov. Govt.; the 'Lefi~%ing
oJpcsed the policy of the party lesdership. It was the Left=ling
which coliaborated with the Bolsheviks in the Hovember Revolution
The majority of the peasante for obvious regsons supported the
left-wing. Thus the November revolution was essentially = so-

cialist revolution whose key slogsns were those of elementary

demccracy which rsllied around it the majority of the workers and
peasants.

When the Constituent Assembly was finally convoked it was no
longer a Constituent Assembly. Electoral }lists which had been
prepared months before, gave no cognizance of the split which had
occurred in the Social Revolutionary Party. The majority of the
persints who supported the left wing of the party were recorded
as voting for the right wing. At the first meeting of the Consti
tuent Assembly, which occurred a few days after the Soviet Revo-
lution, Lenin and Trotsky cvressnted the Assembly with a document
calling on them to recognize the power of the Soviets. When this
unrerresentative, undemocratic body refused, it was disocanded.
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The esrly cays of the Revolution s:sw no suppreasion of other
p arties that proLagandized egainst the governmazt. Tne first ac—
tive steps againet other carties were taken only when they jrined
the forces of counter-revolution who were organizing in the fouth
It wee admitted in the Menshevik p=rty Congresses 1in 1318 that
many sectione of their party had joined the counter-revolution.

1t w-s after the Civil War, when the rigors of War Communism
were barely over, when the European Revclution had cvidently
falled, when thoussnds of worker militsnts had died at tho front
when conditions were so bad that in some sections of the country
cannibzlism prevailed, that degeneration Dbegan to scep throug
the party -pparatus. Lenin oegan to speak of hussia as 2 Jureszu-
cratically deformed workers st=te. The terrible materi=l Zorces
of history had begun to make themselves felt d~sp1te the neroism
of the Solshevik-Leninists.

3TAL INISk FLOWED FROM THE DEFEAT OF BOLSHEV isw

Today we see the final product in the Stalinist -olice stete.
Bafore §Stalin could oconsolid-te his power, hovever, he h:d to
exterminate physiczl.y the le=ding cadres of the Bolshevik rerty
including Lenin's Centrsl Committece. otalinism was ophysically
incezpable of co-existence with Bolshevism. He had to distort =11
Bolshevik theory including the concept of the Farty. Thzs Commu-—
nist Farty is similsr to Len.n's party only in name. No ooposi-
ticn is tolersted. There is no frecedom of discussesion, no ideo-
logicel life.

RESFUhoIBILITY GF 50C 1AL DEWCCRACY

1f we are to discuss blsme at =11, and it is not always fruit
ful to do so, then thc fsilure of the Russian Revolution lics not
with the Bolsheviks but rather at the hands of those who octrsyed
the European HRevolution. it was the German 5ocial Democracy wha
suppres~ed the German Revolution. Under the orders of Noske, the
3ocisl Democrst, Rosa LuxXemburg and Karl Liebknecht were murdered
and the German revolution destroyed. 1t was the Europesn .ccial
Democracy which supported the first World Wer and supported the
intervention in osoviet Russia. The sSocial Democracy today has
gone further into the imperialist camp thzan anymme would have
dresmed twenty ycars ago. Leon Blum crlls himself and his party
"The trustee of French capitalism". The French sSocialist certy
supported the action of the French government against the natlon-
al struggle of the Indo-Chinese. The imperialist botrayale of
the British Labor Party besr little repeating. The German socisl
Dgmocrccy, numbering nine million organizcd workers, allovred
Hitler to step into _ower without a dcmonstration. That is the
raccrd of the self-righteous democrstic critics of Revolutiorary
Jocielism.

TdE FIGRT FOR DEMOCRACY Is THE FIGET FOR SOCIAL Iom

Bolsheviks believe that the estence of socialism is the full-
fillment of all types of Democrscy, The trcnd toward Fascisr in
oresent day capitalism leavce 1little hope for domocracy undcr the



stetus quo. The Workers Ffarty znd the Socialist Youth Leagle
have continued to fight for democracy in the only way which can

succeed; Dby continuing the socialist struggle. Thosa who con-
sider themselves "trustees of capitalism" h2ve abandoned not only
the struggle for socislism out the struggle for democracy as
well. "

Gertrude Blackwell

Rosa Luxemburg o :

THE RUSSIAN RE\/OLUT ON

The party of Lenin was thus the only one in Russia
which grasped the true interests of the revolution in
that first period. It was the element that drove the
revolution forward, and, thus,:-it was the only party
which really cariied on a socialist policy.

It is this which makes clear, too, why it was tnat
the Bolsheviks, though they were at the beginning of
the revolution a persecuted, slandered and hunted min-
ority attacked on all sides, arrived within the short-
€est time to the head of the revolution and were able
to bring under their banner all the genuine masses of
the people:the urban proletariat,the army,the peasants,
as well as the revolutionary elements of democracy
the left wing of the Socialist-Revolutionaries.

The real situation in which the Russian Revolution
found itself, narrowed down in a few months to the al-
ternative:-victory of . the counter revolution or dic-
tatorship of the proletariat - Kaledin or Lenin. 3uch
was the objective situation, just as it quickly opre-
sents it:elf in every revolution after the first in-
toxication is over, and as it presented 1itself in
Russia as a result of the concrete, burning guestioas
of peace and land, for wiich there was no solution
vithin the framework of bourgeois revo lution.

-And he who trieg to apply the home-made wisdom
cerived from parliamentary battles between frogs and
mice to the field ¢f revolutionary tactics only shows
thereby that the very psychology and laws of existence
of revolution are alien to him and that all historical
eXperience is to him a book sealed with sevén seals.

from "The Russian Revolutiod
by Rosa Luxemburg
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1OC YEARS CF* THE MANFESTC " |

The Communist Manifesto was written one hundred years a is:
month, Tt was published a few months later, in 1848, I{ W thafggsi-
mgnifesto of scientific ‘*socialism, that is, its first programmstic
gtatement, and yet, its most important sections appesr to have been’
written yesterday, After one hundred years, it still provides imoort=
ant directives in the struggle for humaen emancipation, {

Its young authors, Marx was 29 and Engels 27 at the time of its
writing, had separately but simultaneocusly worked out their ideas, each
drawing from a different tradition but both rezching the sume conclus=
ions, The ideas of larx, stemming from the French Revolution and the
Rights of Man, and those of Engels from the development of Englich in=-
dustry---- the French Levolution and Englich incdustrial groyrtl.,, Lhe twgQ
great historic tronsformetions from which the history of modern bour=
geois society dates. Beginning with the best proaucts of the bourgeois
revolution, larx &nd Engels were able to go fur beyond it and fo1' bes
yond anyone of their time or since, In paying tribute to the ienifesto
we must not forget,in passing, to admire the geniug of its .uaihors. v

The }lanifesto includes in succinet programmecvic form all of the
basic ideas of socialism, If one merely takes time io plve flech and
blood Lo ite skeleton form, to -xpand on each of its compact ideas, the
result will be --- with a few corrcetions =--- & texcbook of «ll Thet is
importent in lasxism. Corrcetions are imporuent in the foul 8eCONALLY,y
though imporient, passcges . of the lunifesto which h:ve bucome anti-
quaced. IMurx and ingels, in their joint preface of 1872, 'rfere <ble to
point to some of thesec, They felt, however, phat they no longer had
the right to alter the original form or text of tre¢ document since it
had alre:dy Dbocome a historical work, That wes 25 years after its
publication; today, &after 75 more years huve ~agsed, passuges of the
Menifesto have recaded still further into the bockground. it is im=-
portant to understand which of its idecas still retain their original
validity snd whieh have lost their fiorce and consequently require amp-=
lification or alteration.

ST CONCEPIION JF HIS!URY

THE HTE. IalL

The materialist conception of hiscory whieh is uscd +ith such
skill in the lenifesto . has comsletely wichstood uhe LESu of events,
Despite the abundance of hostile criticism directed against it, it re-
maing the only scientific dinterpretation of hisuvory. Tt is direccly
responsible for the accuracy of prediction, the true tesu of u science,
which we c:in find in the rccord of zpplied Harxism over the past hun-
dred years,

"The history of all hitherto existing societly ig the history of
class struggle",  So begins the Communist lanifcsto. This concert of
class struggle remains the most important conclusion drawn from the
materialist interpretation of history and the first consideration nec-
essary to any analysis of any problem. This postulate, based on ex-
isting conditions ~and not invented by the authors, has become both an
jseue and a factor in the class struggle. As an issue, the existence
of the class struggle has been denied by the ruling class, As a fact-
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or, the recognition of class struggle by the working class puts the ex
isting struggle on a new and higher level and makes its prosecution
intelligent and controlled. Marx and BEngels proved that "common wel-
fare", "national unity", "eternal moral truths" are meaningless phrases,
He empirically established - the ' struggle for material 1interests as
driving forces of. history. The reactionaries and liberal democrate
were joined in their attacks on thés theory, by the labor fakers and
later by the Stalinists, who by class conciliation, "Bopular Frontism",,
and suoport of warring imperialsit countries sought to revise this bas-.
ic pringiple of Marxism. But todayp at the height of the epoch of m-
perialism and wars, which brings all social contradictions to the peint
of greatest tension, the Communist Manifeste has its supreme theoreti-
cal triumph.

The anatomy of capitalism as™a specific stage in the economic dev-
elopment of society was given by Marx in ite finished form in Capital
(1867). But already in the Manifesto the main lines of the future an-
alysis were sketched: the payment for labor¥as equivalent to its cost
of reproduction, the appropriation of surplus value by the capitaliets,
competition as the basic law of all social relations; the ruination of
all intermediate classes; the concentration of wealth in the hands of
an ever diminishing number of property owners at the one pole, and the
numerical growth of the proletariat, at the other; the preparaticon o
the material and political preconditions for the socialist revolution.

CAPITALISK LOWERS LIVING STANDARDS

$he propostion in the Manifesto concerning she tendency of work
capitaliem to lower the living standards of the workers was at one tine
subjected to a barrage of criticism. It is no longer even necessary
show the false basigc of these attacks; the depression of 2939 and the
gsubsecquent war have proven the peint, not only beyond all deubt, but
beyond all apology. The only basis on which American capitalism has -
been able to achieve even a semblance of stability is in its relesas
imperialist exploiter of foreign continents.

The Communiet Manifesto predicts and describes the commeréibal and
induetrial disorders of capitalism. The revisionists, during a period
when capitalism was 8till experiencing rapid grewth and devclopment,
stated that the rising trusts and cartels would bring an end to capit-
alist crises by assuring a controlled market. Here teo, history has
reinforced Marxian theory in answering its critics.

-_

THAORY OF THE STALE

"The executive of the modern state is but a committee for managing
the common affairs of the whole bourgeoisie." With this succinct form-
ulg the lManifesto scientifically appraises the modern state. History
nods its head. The "freedom" granted under any of the so-called demo-
cratic states, is freedom for bourgecie rule. The different methods of
bourgeois rule arise out of different needs of the ruling class at dif-
ferent stagee of development of the economy and the class struggle .

T

#Marx later differentiated between labor and lahor power,
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“EVERY CLASS STRUGGLE IS 4 POLTPICAL STR.GGLE"

“Every class striiggle is a political struggle", says the Manifesto
ton. Leter it edds, "The organi-ation of the proletarict as a cless is
consequently its orgenization into a political perty". "Pure trade un-
ionism” hae long tried to ignore these historicel laws. In the United
States where parely economic unionism has been the traditionel philoso-
ophy of the working class, the trade unions are now being forced into
politiecs, . The turn of economic events, the increasingly evident ineb-
ility of capitalist industry to solve its own problems, end the mount-
ing intervention of the government in the economic problems of the
country, are forcing the unionms into polities., But for the unions to
enter politics by mere}y participating in the already existing bour-.
geoisg politicel arent is not enough. To ' cecomplish 2nyth:ng, eveén only
to defend their existing stindards, the unions vill o Ve £0 give up
their policy of supporting csndidites of the cfpitelist porties.
¥het is in order is "the orgonization of the proletariat as & ciess ---
"its orgenization imo & political party.” We might edd, if only for
emphasis == its organization into an independent party-- ©n independent
labor party. Alrezdy many union militents are coming to see this eés a
necessary next step for Americen lewor,

The oproletariat cannot conquer »ower within the legel fremework
established by the bourgeoisie, "Communicsts oveniy declare their ends
can be attained only by the forcible overthrow of ell existing soci’l
conditions." Reformism sought toexplain the postulite of the .enifesto
on the grounds that the movement in HMHarx's time wes imacture end
that democreey hed not yet developed adequet~-ly. The foete of the Itel-
ian, Germen, end Spenish “democracies", to mention 2 few, is edequste
testimony to the bankruptey of reformism.

SOCIALISM IS INTERWATIONAL

Merxiesm hes alweys taught that the intern:tionsl deveclopment of
cayitslism predetermines the internetionel character of the proletariat
revolution., ©On this point <the Menifesto says, "United sction, of
the leading civilized countries =t least, is one of the first condit=-
ions for the em¢ncip:tion of the proletariat.” While eny examinstion
of would capitalism today will prove positively thet this is even more
true today than in 1848, the Btalinists hawe provcd it negrtively by
their futile attempt to build "socislicsm in & ringle country", € backe
ward country at that. What has emerged from that attempt is of course
not socialisn but its opposite: a burezucratic soclety of poverty
cnd slavery.

Comprre, also, thec section of the Communist Menifesto which pre-
diets the withering away of the state under socialism with ¢1l1 that we
know about the direction of Russien develooment under the Stelinists.
Far from withering away, the stete has grown into & monstrous o press=-
ive instrument. The Sialinists have tried to explein this fact in meny
vays but the llanifesto. is.unecuivoeval. "When, in the course of devel=-
opment ,elass distinctions h' ve disf ppeared cnd ¢ll production he< been
concentrated in the hends of ¢ vas t acssocirtion of the whole nation,
the public vover will lose its politicsl cherzcter.”

Despite the fact thet two vorld wars hcv killed millioms #nd °l=-
most destroyed western civilizetion snd that a third vorld war, which
might e¢sily finish the job, cppears on the horizon, most people still
look upon the “The workingmen have no fatherlasnd" slogen of the ilanif-
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csto ez nothing but an egitetionel shidboleth. H w unfortunttc this
is can bc described only by the @ctusl stéte to viiich men ©nd culture
heve been lowered by impericlist wer. Vhet the ilonifesto offers on
this o»roblem c¢&n be clansified better £s £dvice then #= a slogen,
Vhen the vorking class tekes thig ¢dviec, it will, by ¢cting in a
truly internationslist spirit ogeinst wer end imperialism, fintlly re-
move itseclf and 8ll of rumenity from the vicious cepitalist circle of
wars anddepression s.

THAE BALIC VALIDITY OfF IaJIFLSTO wODAY

These are the things in which the Lianifesto continues to give us
irreplacezable directives. They are the burning problemg of -he-
stru~gle Tfor emencipstion. It is a brief work, but what other con be
compered in this respect with it? This does not imnly, howevcr, thet
after one hundred years :she Communist Manifecsto needs no corrections.
The Manifesto requires corrections, cnd additions, but ithese ean be
mede edecuatcly only if cdone in ccecordanc: ith the method leid down
in the original work itself.

Morx &nd Engels touzht thet no socisl system dcparts from the
erens of history before exheausting i.s ereoctive possibilities. The
Mlanifesto condemns capitelism for retarding the develo mcnt of the
sroductive forces. During +that per‘od, hovever, #< well s the next
few decedcs , cepitalism only hindered the growth of the productive
forces in e relstive scnse. {i~d a socislist society been orgrnized at
that time, it would have been possiblcs to inereose the tcapo ofgrowth
of the productivc forces meny times over. But this is not to scy that
they were not increcsing undereapitelism. It ver only muchlater
that the productive Tforces under cepitelism began en cctual decline
and capitslism wes transformed from o rel:tively re-ctionary socirl
system to an &bsolutely reactionary one. e £st war ¢ lready wiped
out a goodly »ortion of the accumulated capitel of menkind, end the
next war, if cllowed to occur, .hrectens to destroy even the vossibil-
ity of mednteining ¢ny kind of civilized existence. Marx cnd Engels
believed that croitelism would be overthrovn beforc its decline hed
reached +this stige. The transformation, hi ving olrecdy teken plece,
and forcing us to meke this 2mendment only serves to empherize the
nced for fundement:l chenge that the suthors of the Manirest teught.

THEORY OF PROGRESS

In this conncetion it is nccessary to reevaluate the theory of
progress develoned by Marx and Engels end implicit in thelMoenifesto.
Reelizing thet the basis for the complete emancipertion of mrn vas the
dev-looment of technology to the point vherc & society of plenty for
8ll was possible, they saw as progressive caything which satisfied
thig prerecuisite; i.e., £aything which raised the level of the pro-
ductive Torces. But now +that this condition for sociclism hcs been
stteined, by €nd lcrge, by the tremendous dcvelopment of modern pro-
ductive forces on a vorld seczle, we must beyond it to cuother escon-
ticl prereaquisite for the socialist revolution: the cohsciousness of
the working cliss and the prosccution of the closs struggle to itslog-
ical conclusion. The level of the productive forces is no longerthiei
eriheriotigpfgw,in order to judgc vhether something is progressive,
we must first determine its ceffect on the eless struggle.s In
the lest war [rotsky's dercnse of Russis wes based upon the Tfact
fhat Russian netionslized cconony was able to cxprnd the productive
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forces ~thile canitalism could not. That is ha. he meunt when he said
that Russia, though a degenerated and oppressive system, Was progress
ive neverthelecs, He 'ras wrong because he did not take inte account
sufficiently the effect of Stalinism on the consciousness of the work-

ing class and consequently #hs effect on the possibility for success-
ful reveolution.

Although the Manifesto's prediction of proletarian revolution re-
mains valid, it errs in +the historical dates which Iarx and kngels
thought 'rould mark the beginning of the revolutionary period. This
error flowed from an underestimation of +the future possibilities la-
tent in capitalism and an overesivimation of the revolutlionary maturity
of the proletarict, The revolution of 1848 in Germany opened up the
possibility of a vast future capitalisiu ascension insteaud of becoming
the firsi siage of of the socialist revolution. The Puris Commune of
1871 shovred +that without a conseious revolutionary party the prole-
tariat cannot wrest and hold power, Sinece then, theprolongea period
of capitalist development and prosperity brought about not the educa-
tion of the revolutionary vanguard, but rather the bourgeois degenera-
tion of the labor aristmcracy which became in turn an importnt bruke
upon the proletarian revolution, Later, by preventing the revolutiion
in Westcrn Europe,thie aristocracy wag=i=rgely responsible for theiso-
lation of the Russian revolution and facilitated the risc of Stalinism.
Each of these results assumed a motion of its o'm znd became a cuuse
of the further postponement of the revalution. However, the authorscaf
the Manifesto could not have possibly foreseen these developments.

The Illanifesto suw cupitalism.:as. the kingdmxof free enterprise,
It did not draw the necessary conclusions about the growth of mcno-

poly. This was later done in marx's"Capital." Even more recently
Lenin in hie "Imperislism" brings the analysje of this aspect of the
development of capitalism up-to-date.

THE PROELEL OF THE 8 IDDLE CLASS

darx and Engels predicted the wholesale ligquidation of the middle
classes. They pictured this process as a proletarianization of
craftsmen, petty tradesman and peasants. But as a matter of fact,
capitaliem has ruined the middle classes at a much faster rate than it
has proletsrianized them. The growth of technology at one and the
same time crushes the middle clases and engenders chronic unemployment
among the proletariat. This chronic unemplcyment and the declaesing
of whole sections of the population, both middle class and workers, is
one of the most brutal aspects of capitalist decline. On the cother
hand the growtk of technology has created the so called "new middle
class" of technicians, administrators, and commercial employees. We
must recongize this however as an artificial preservation of petty
bourgzaois strata.

THE uANIFESTO AND FERLANENT REVOLUTION =

-

[he kanifesto erred in foreseeing a successful bourgeois revelu-
tion in Germany which-it spoke of as but "a prelude to an immadiztely
following proletarian revolution.! The revolution of 1848 reveealed
that uncer the more advanced conditions of countries which come late
on tha brurgeois scene none of the bourgeois classes are capable of
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bringing the revolution to ite termination. The bourgecisie i= too
tied to the land-owning class and fears the masses; the petty-bourge-
cisie is too divided and in 1its top layers toc closely dependent upon
the large capitalists. As evidenced by the more recent history of
such countries as hugsig China, India and opain, as well as Germany
in 1848, under such conditions society can only be purged of its feud-
al remnznts if the proletariat freed from the influence of the bourge-
ois parties can assume hegemony over the peasantry and establish 1its
own dictatorehip. *his supplementation of karxism was made by Trotsky
and his theory of the "permanent revolution."

Although the manifesto describes the process whereby capiteliem
draws into its arena the backward and uncivilized countries of the
world, it contains no reference to colonial and national struggles.
This is so because its authors, in eEpecting the soclalist revolution
in western RTurope to take place in the immeciate future, also foresav
by virtue of this, the aut omatic solution of the problem of national
liseration and self-determination.

e Communist sanifesto includes ten demands for use in the per-
iod of the direct transition from capitalism to socialism. in the
1872 preface to the anifesto, iarx and Engels called these demends
antiquated in part. The necessary correction is that the "proleteriat
cannot eimply lay hold of the ready make state machinery, and wicld it
for its own purpcses.! After the Paris Commune, 'iarx saw the Commune
re the Type of state aeeded by the proletariat. with the Russian rev-
olution this type of state took an even more gefinite fomes "soviets "
Given this correction, she demands put forth in the Manifesto are com-
pletely epplicable today. In our own program we speak of workers' con-
trol; withcut these demands there can be no revolutionary progr=ii.

Ihe Communist xanifesto has been more than a theoretical zuice in
our struggle. It has been, and remains today, a living force in his-
tory. In its own time it served as & call to arms; it was an organi-
gr inn the formative period of the proletarian movement. Throughout
the whole history of that movement it served as a teacher. t is in
that capszcity that we find it most useful tcday.

Justin Grakham

The latter part of the above article 1is of a discussion nature
and shculd not be viewed as an official 3YL position. We feel that
several points in the arti€le are not well taken. Farticulsrly the
paragrsphs dealing with karx's theory of progress. In our opiniocn
comrade Graham does not correctly estimate the importance which
Marx ahd Engels did attach to the role of consciocusness in history
and more specifically to the role of political consciousness among
the working class as a prerequisite for a successful socialist rev-
olution. Also, Graham states in his article "the effect (of modern
j capitalism) upon the level of the productive forces no longer is the
main criterion." This we feel is incorrect.
| The point is thd modern capitalism cannot raise the level of
i production on a world scale without producing wars and ever deepening
~crises. It is precisely because we are concerned with the level of |

i production that we can no longer look upon capitalism as being even
" a relatively progressive economic system. Only a socialist econcmy |
today cen attein sound stzbility and give a tremendous impetus to thej
growth cf the productive forces. |

Qur readers are invited to present their own ideas on this egues-—
tion to the Socialist Youth Review. —--The Editors |

SRR am
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mD\/IES THE BILM OF ITALIAN NATICNAL LIBmaTION -
by James Feniwck

The Great Drought cf Italian fasniam lgsted for twenty-two years.
That after nearly a quarter of a century the barren tree of Italian
eulture again broke into leaf, is of mere than pamssing interest. Cne
of the most striking aspects of this renascence has been the appear-
ande of several noteworthy Italian films.

These films, of which "Open City", "ghoeshine", and "To Live In
Peace", are the best examples, derive from the natienal liberation
movement, They bear a relation to it similar to the relation of the
Russian filr masterpieces of the early 'twenties to the revolution
of 1817. In the recent Italian films are mirrored all the strength
of the resistance movement, and all its weekness. They are art pro-
ducts of an epoch of -historical decline, moving, sometimes brilliant
but of necessity limited by the nature of the forces producing them.

What ie immediately striking about these films 1is their realism.
The shooting has been done, for the most part, not on sound stages,
as is done in Hollywood, but from life itself. Authenticity is al-
most immediately established. In one moment we have been transvorted
to the campagna, to an ancient hill town, to a Dbombed-—out city.
People are equally real. The range 0f human types is greater. +n the
three pictures named they include a rangs not found in the US pic-
tures. Further, the people involved are more real: women are not the
uniformly enameled, effete dolls of Hollywood. They are taken from
life, Working-class wemen are portrayed as they live-pregnant, with.

out makeup, gzenerous, petty, ragged, whatever their conditions may
be. '
{

The plot is more real-~ that is, it has been taken from life, it
drawe in more normal types—-not the criminal caste who furnishso much
of signific-nt liwving for US movies, the moral vroblems posed are

higher and the stakes are greater-they are usuglly life or death it-
EElf;

The moral problem of "To Live In Peace" 1is posed by the dangers
invelved in harboring two American soldiers during the Yerman occu-
pation. This is much the same theme of the Swisgs film, "The Last
Chance". This basic situation (somewhat humorously treated in, "To
Live In Peace") ocreates an atmosphere in these films which is much
more significant in analysing these movies and exvlainineg the psych#] %
ology of our times than the involutions of ghwplat. itself.

In all three of these movies there is a sense of flight. In "To
Live In Peace" and in "Cven City" it is from the Germans. In "Shos
Shine it is from the reform schecl, that microcosm of the tetalitar-
ian socicty scaled down for juvenilea. This fact of flight is simil-

arly dominant in the previously mentioned Swiss film, "The Last
Chance", and in the sensitive Swiss study of a child, "liarie Louise"
This f1ight assumed not only an objective character (G tReEre i gwrigal

flight) but takes on thez character of an internal comoulsion, an in-
‘ner malaite,

Linked to this, ‘but somewhat different, 1is a continuous anxiety



- - = m - . - o - * - -

which gnaws -at &lmcst ali persons -in these mcvies- - anxiety over
disccvery,anxiety over death, anxiety over a lover, anxiety over
an air-raid-anxiety in a tnuusand and one fcx 18, Undlfferantlated
anxiety.
There is likewise a pervasive pessimisn., In “Shoesh:ne" it-is
epitomized by -the--inevitable +tragedy of the“end, - from which
there is no way out. In "To Live In Peace" it is contalned in a
sentence by the peasant father who glready feels the comlng cf
another war., L b i s B Wich s o

Pervading  most of these - Italian fiims - is alauiarfabaing~of
hopelessness of human-effort. The rewgrds of acts of tcurapge and
self-sacrifice - are either - non-exzistant or -disproportionatesly
small. Or else the bad win, the hunter and the nunted both per-
ish, or persons- especially children-innocent in everything ex-
cept that they are mewbers of the human race are brought downto
destruction. il

Another characteristic of these Italian films is a religious
tone, gzained not by an eXpression of religious feeling but by
the vhysical presence of priests. The farm, not the content.

These emotional states well convey the climate of the resist-
ance movement and of the post-~ resistance society. Viewed g8 a
vhole these films reflect the limitations of +the resistance
movement and its contradictions . In that sense the dead-end of
the post-war society revealed in "Shoeshine" is a logical sequel
to the heroic evnoch of the resistance portrayed in "Cpen City".
"Shoeshine" 1is the tracedy of the black market, which sums up
the economic imvasse of vost-'ar capitalism. The parallel social
decay is symbolized by the death of a; chlid *,pormaliy. the most
protected individual in society, as & result of having become
caught up in black market operations.

The characteristics of these films can be most clearly ¥%seen
when they are compared with the early fussian revolutionary
Films., The dynamism of the latter, though twenty-five years have
elavsed, is striking. This is not to accuse the Italian films of
lacking revoluticnary finale. They articulate the times, and
they bear their own emotional charge. That is not the least dem~
and of a modern film. The comparison 1is made to explain what
these films show of our epgth.

Why has Italy been able to produce several victures capturing
in all its fullnegs the tumult of our times? First, these films
are able to draw upon experiences and emotional denths which are
not available in the United 8 e8 because a war was not fought
on its own soil. Apparently¥available in Italy, also, was a
Satlinist or Stalinized intelligentsia ready with a program for
filling in the cultural vacuum which followed the vanishing of
fascism. Théir restricted "leftism" accounts for a ereat deal of
what is pood in the films- and more of what is bad. Why France
with a eenuinely significant movie tradition, has produced no
films of a character comparable to the Italian ones during the
post-war period is worth speculating upon.One factor can well be
the oresence of a large non- Satlinist intelligentsia resident
from before the war. The Stalinists were not able to gain the
field by default, as, it seems probable has havpened in Italy.

"
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That Switzeriano comld produce -some excentional -movies c©zn be

ascribed, -amons cther-things, 4o an-objéctivity-vossibie—because.
¢of her almost-unigue- pesiticn in- Zurcrte,- ~which permits her to

remain unecemnitted- anid the- incerizlist-strugrles. Anotherrfaat=

or in the success of Italian films-is her tecnnical poverty,

which forces the use of real 1locales and perhavs influences her

employment of so many non-profeswional actors,

There is one country in surcnpe-

where the greatest films of

the times lie waiting to be called  to life.” That country is Ger-
many. In the three brief-years-alcne between  £1 Alamein and the
last rubble heap in Beriin, -Germany-enduresd--ygm evic-cytastrophe
whose grandeur ' and whose pity poussess all-the  elements of the
deepest tragedy. Whether that tragédy will:.ever be committed to
film devends uvon the evolution of political events in the next

few years.
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BOCK REVIEW

| NO PEACE FOR ASIA |

If the nresent post-war period is suffering from a shortage
of anticipated "disillusionment" novels, such as engulfad the
country aftar the first war, it most cartainly is not suffaring a
similar short»ge as regards diaries, privats journals, official
reminiecences and unofficial ramblings of every journalist who
hapoened to board a ship or plan. bound for soma cornar of th:
world. Tha great bulk of these books disapme=r on th: 15¢ count-
ars of sccond-hand bockstores to a most wall descrved fate of ob-
livion. Therz are a mare handful that do not marit such a fats,
and on2 of thom is Harold R. Isaacs' record of mvnost-war Asia,
most adequataely antitlad, " NO PEACE FOR ASIA", The namas of
Isaacs should not sound strangz to thoss familiar with Marxid
literature. Bisidss Dbzaing th: co-translatorof Trotéky‘'s"Whkth-
ar France",among other things he is the author of what is perhaps
the bast book to dats on th2 Chinssz rsvolution: THE. TRAGEDYF
THE CHINESE REVOLUTION. Trotsky +thought sufficiantly of this
book to write the introduction. No nzophyte journalist, Isaacs
hags bssn a nawsvancrran for 1R years, s3ven of vhich he snment in
the Far East. What is more, hc has be:n a ganuine studsnt of
nationalist and Yarxist moversnts, and ha is abls to combinz a
wealth of exnerisnce vith theoretical clarity. His latest book
is writton in a mors popular v3in than tha provious onz, and 1t
is to bz hopad +that thae larger audience at whom he is cvidently
aiming will materialize, But that does not mean that his ideas
ars diluted; oxc2pt in one possiblz instance, to which I shall
rafer latsr, is thare any doubt as to the genuincly intornation-
alist and socialist apnroach that Isaacs offers as a solution to
the comnlax nroblams of n2ace in Asia or for that matter in ths
antirz world.

Thz story of th: Far East is th2 tragic unfolding of =n un-
intarrupted s2rizs of doublc dsalings, brokan pladgss, bloody
suprrassions, and shattarzd aspirations - almost always culminate
ing in mass murders. Every maior country is involvad, and no-
whars 21sz is batter d:ronstrat:d the monstrous hypocrisy with
which tha imparialist powers attemnt to mask the yaming gap that
separatae official deoclaration from actual policy. The peoples
of thz Far East soon learnsd +tha real meaning of ths Atlantic
Charter and "Four Fra:doms". Whare tha 1inhabitants had
fought the Japanzse vigorously in the hops of rcalizing thzir own
nationalist dreams, they wera tha more bitterly disillusioned by
the incontrovertible fact that tha Unitzd Statas was pot parti-
.cularly interssted in them for other than impapialist raasons. The
defeat of "reaction" and "fascism" in Asis was Followsd by: 1)The
brutal crushing of the national indenendence moyewments in Inde-
nesia and Indochina, by British, Dutech and French troops using
American mataerial; 3) the handing over of M-achuria and ths
Kuriles to Russia; 3) the imprisonmant of anti-Japanzse paasant
ls-.ders in the Phillipinzs; -nd 4) the division of Kora- batwes
the Unitad St tss :nd Russia over the protasts of the Koroan
paople. Can anyone doubt wvhy Isancs found that the dominant post
w-r 2motion in Asia was A dszp and bitter disillusionment?

Th: moat det-ilad and stirul=ting szctions of the book daal
with ths strugglzss for indencndencé in Indonssia and Indochina.
Nawe of this phems: of racent history has only trickled back to
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the Western countries thanks to the cooperation of the imperialist
powers on matters of censorship. Consequently, much of the mat-
erial that apvears in this part of the book 1is new, It was only
with the start of full scale warfare that the press releascs began
coming through; actually the Scutheast Asia peoples have Dbeen
struggling for their freedom for decades, even centurles, When
the Indonesians, attempting tc arcusc sympathy in the breasts cof
thelr fellow humana who were 60 casually 6laughtering them,
ecrawled cover the walls ¢f the cccocupled cities: "We are fighting
fcr the inalienable right c¢f life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness" -~ they were given the answer cf tanks, alrplanes, heavy
artillery, all stamped USA. When their shccked prctest reached
the citadel c¢f demccracy in Washingtcn, they were given ancther
anewer: the State Denartment requested the British trccps (who
were then respcnsible fcr the maintenance ¢f "law and crder" under
the terms cf the Pctsdam &zreement) tc remcve all the USA insignia
frcm the weapons, S¢ with a bcttle of OD paint, the U.S. gcvern-
ment sclidarized itself with the Indcnesians'! struggle, recalling
nc dcubt, the Spirit ¢f '76 tc the minds cf many demcorats.

Scme valuable statisticse are furnished, if further prccf
were 8till necessary at this late date, cf the beneficial results
¢f imperialism fcr the pecple whce are "de~burdened", 93% of the
Indcnesian pcpulaticn is illiterates 9?&% receive 30% cf the na-
ticnal inccme. Indc—Chdng under the "nrctection® cof demccratic
France has 3 times as many priscne and ccncentraticn oamps as
hcspitals, The salary cof a qualified Indcnesian engineer is 3%
times 1less than that c¢f a white janitcr of the University cof
Hanci! Lcng befcre Lidice, the French trccps utilized the methcd
cf wiping cut an entire tcwn as a measure cf reprisal. These and
similar facte lay the grcundwcrk fcr the tremendcus and universal
suppcrt among the magses ¢f the naticnalist mcvement. The Japan-
ese cccupaticn eave a huge impetus t¢ the develcpment <¢f these
indenendence mcvements. In Indcchina, French administraticn cffi-
cials ccllabcrated with the cccupying Japanese; the Viet Nam inde-
pendence mcvement went intc the intericr and frcm there ccnducted
ralds fcr arms and bullt ur a rather effective military fcrce
which was tc e¢cme in handy later. The rcle «f ycung pecple - the
ycuth - in these naticnalist mcvements is a rcewerful cne, One of
the most mcving descripticns in the beck is that of a meeting ¢f
ycung Indcnesians full of enthusiasm and ardcr, fighting aeainst
almcst insuperable cdds, vyet burning with ccurage ¢f thelr con-
victicne, and sure cf eventual victcry. Perhaps a small pcrticn
Cf this feeling can be ccnveyed by the fcllcwing excerpt:

They nacked the c¢rnate empire-style theater in Hanci ftc
listen tc -the repcrte by ycung partisans newly arrived from the
Scuth. They crcwded the stalls, ycung taut men and wcmen, an un-—
likely audience in this setting built by Frenchmen fcr Frenohmen,
The ycune zan from the gscuth spekse alone' on a platform against a
simple backdrcp ¢f a huge Viet Nam flag. He tcld cf clashes and
explcits arcund Saigcn making his wcrds glow with that fine inepi-
raticn that ccmes conly when men see things by their own inner

light. On the enemy he pcured soccrn, "We are inferiex to the
French in the matter of arms," he said, He>pgused a lcng instant
and then added, "Alsc in the matter cf ccwardicel" The ycuthful

audience rcared. "Blccd will flcw acrcse cur ccuntry," he scberly
(continued on page 32)
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CAPITALIST ANARCHY VERSUS
SOCUALIST PLANNING

The earliest form of nrodvnetion 1s that carried on for the
immediste nvpersonal consumption of the producer himself. Such
production 1is typical of small self-sufficient communities in
which the division of labor between the various trades (such
as huntineg, {ishine, asriculture, weaving etc,) is accomplished
elther according fc custom or thronrch deliberation, To this
catecory belongs the soctiety of the North American Indian at the
time of Columbus, for example.;

A far hirher form of production 1is that carried on for the
purpose of selline the result of the process on an orcanlzed
market, in other words what Marxists call commodity production.
Such production is typical of communities which have trenscended
their -local limits, 1in rerard to production and achfeved a na-
tional or even international division of labor. The hichest
form of commodity producine society 1s capitslism and especlally
the so=called free or democratic capitalism of the Unlted States.

DIFFZKTNCE BE/TEN PRIMIVIVT AND CAFPITALIST PEODUCTION

The primitive Indian cormunity had to divide np the productive
tasks 1t undertook 1n satisfying 3%ts neecds amonr a few hundred
persons at the most. Becanse the comminitvy was so small and be-
cause 1ts orcanisational problema were =o simple and unchancling,
this division conld be accomnlished either bv enatom or by the
conscious plan of *he commnity. In a modern society, such as
that of *he Upnlted States, however, the divislon of labor (between
steel producers, coal miners, auto nroducers, farmers, etc.) must
be achieved between millions of men 1livine hundreds of mlles
apart, The mechanism for achievine it in the richt proportions,
is neither cunstom nor plan, but rather the laws of market compe-
tition or wha* Marxists call the law of value. For instance, 1f
too many producers enter the shoe industry and too few enter the
coat industry, ....%00 manv shoes, *o0o few coats.... the price of
shoes falls, fthe price of coats rises, some vproducers are forced
to trsnsfer from the shoe industry to the coat indvstry until
prices are righted snd the correct propor-ions are achieved,

In the one case, in primitive soclety, man's productive re-
lations are det rmined by his consciousness, In the other, in
commodity production what men shall do in production 1is deter-
mined by social laws and forces bevond their control and usually
beyond thelr understsndine,

The purpose of this soeinl forece, the law of value, 1is to
plan and direct the productive activities of men 1in a soclety
which has arown so complex’™ that men do not do this themselves,
#Without +his direction, produetion wonld have been .impossible
durine the last hundred and fiftv vears of modern capitalism,

CHARACITWRISTICS OF CAPINALIST COMMODITY PKODUCTION

The hichest form of commodity production 1s modern capi-
talism, The immediate distineiishine marks of this form of
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commodity production are first that a separate and distinct class
of ware laborers arises who have no produc®ive property and conse-
quently are foreed to sell thelr labor power,to work for a wage 1n
order to live, and secondly that production is carried on no long-
er mercly for the purpose of sale but for the purpose of sale at
a profit,

Ihe cellular unit of cespitalist prodnetion 1s the individual
factory or work-shop. %ithin the factorv, capitalism 1s charac-
terised by the strictest dictatorship of the capitallst over the
laborineg producers. He (or his hirelinrs: enrineers, supervisers,
foremen, e'c,) has complete control over the labor he has hired,
directing it in this or that activity as he snes fit and complete
1y excludling the laborers from the intellectual or rmental processes
of production. Any attempt of the laborers to participate in the
manarcment of the factory, 1i.e,, 1in the direction of their labor,
the capitalist attacks as an interference with the rights of prl
vate property, as it certalnly ls.

Thus capltalism brines about not only a division between dif-
ferent tvpes of labor (shoe-makine, cotton planting, mining etc.)
but also between the mental and mennal asvects of production it-
self.

TH= STPARATION OF MANUAL AND MYNTAL LABOUR

"The separsztion of the intellectual powers of production from
the manual labour, and the conversion of those powers into the
might of capital over labonr, is, as we have alreadvy shown, flnally
completed by rmodern industrv erected on the foundation of machi-
nery." Capital, Vol. 1, pz. 4352,

The worker spends the larcest single part of his 1ife in the
faetory. The faetory recime, which compels his attention to a
trivial and atomised asvect of production havine little or no intel-
lectnal content, (on the asscmblv line this is cerried to its high-
est point) must make hin onesided, lower his scnsibilities, make
him less » man and more a machine, The bnreaucratic rocime within
the factorvy, 1nevitably reprodvrces itself outside the factory in
many other spheres of bourreois societr, In bourescols parliaments
it i=s not labourers, but rather bourgeois "fricnds of labonr" who
represent the workine c¢lass as a reneral rnle, In the lnbor move
ment, union leadership bacomes a profession for which one ‘prepares
at a university., The separation of manual and mental labour s re-
produced outside the factory.

The individuel factory or workshop i1s the coll of modern ccono-
mic 1life, but in order for econom’ec 1life to be carried on there
must be an exchange and proportion between the cells. Thus sooner
or later, the capltallist is called forth from thls sphere where he
1s all powerful to enter another, the market, whore he in turn is
subordinated by the law of the market.

CAPITALISM IS PLANLTSS

As soon as he steps out of the factory and into the market
where the relations between the different factories are determined
by exchange of their produets, it becomes anvarent +hnt capitalism
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1s a aystem of contrests, Within his.factory the capitslist is a
firm buliever in cconomic plannine, and plannine of the most dicta=-
torial and execlusive type. But outside the fochory, to *he contrary
capitalism is planless or to be more spccific it is not planned by
men, but rather by imperson:l economic lews, "The same bourceoils
mind which vralsces the division of lsbour in the 'rorkshop,life-=long
annexrtion of the labourer to a pnrtial operation, and his. complcte
subiection to eapital, as bein~ an orsanisation of labor that in-
creases its productiveness == that same bourrcios mind denounces
with equal vigour every consclons attempt to soclally control and
resulate the process of production as an inroad upon such saered
things as the rights of private property, frecdom, and unrestricted
play for the vent of the individnal ecapitalist,” Capital, Vol, 1,
pPR. 321, ?

SUCCESSFUL PLANNING KEQUIRWS WORKTRS CONTROL OF PRODUCTION

A successful planned economy eannot be achieved as long as the
workine class is excluded from the direction and manarement of pro=-
duction, i1.e., 88 lone as therc 1s a shoarp division beticen the
mental and mamal aspkcts of production, Planned economy requircs
the estimation of the nceds and canacity of thousands of workshops
and factories, snd the setting up of the proper reclations and ra
tios between them, The tnsk wonld exhonst the cavaclities of any
small group of rovermment burcanerats no matter how expert they
might be. i“hile 4in the earliest phases of planned economy such
groups would undoubtedly wplay an important role, everv nlan they
originate for cny individvwal shoo would have to be subiected to
discussion, revision or rejicction of the workers 1n the shop who
will judee the plen on  the basis of their knowledec of the shop's
prodnctive capabilities, irtharmore the caentral plennineg boards
themselves must be elected by snd eontrolled by the producers them-
selvis, 1.2., the vorkine class, on the basis of general prosrams
they will put forward for the devolopment of the cconomv, It will
be possible for the workine class to control the seneral aims of
the plans of oneineers, chemists, physicists, economists 2ven if
ths workers may not themselves be thorouchly acqueinted with enesin-
cering, chemistry, physics and cconomies, Jjnst as the capltnllst
class cmplove and contronls scilentists who manmnfacture atom bombs
without understandine verv much abont the princinles of nuclear
phvaies,

BASIC INCOM: ATIBILITY OF PLANN"L TCONOMY AND CAPITALISM

It is of coursc obvious thrt such a svystem of planned cconomy
can onlv be sccomnlished onee socicty has destroyed the control of
production r~xureised by the individual capltelist, 1,e., oncc his
private property in tho mesns of production have been taken from
him and made the collective property of She prodveing classcs. In
other words, the mejor means of prodnction: factorles, railroads,
ships, mines, ote.,, must be collactivised fnd operated under the
control of the workine clnss, That s the first step toward socln-
lism.

Sueh = program of workers control of productlion can only succced
if the working clnrs raises its cnltural level to mcet the tasks the
problems of soclety placc before 1t, The first prerequisite of o
higher cultursl level is a shorter workine day. Under capltaliem, a
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dabor savine machinec results in unomployment, Under the management
of the working class it will result in more spare time for the la
porer, MFurthermore from the first day of the planned economy, each
worker must strive to inform himself abont where the raw materlals
used in his factory come from and whero the finished products go, to
femiliarise himself with the bookkeeping system of his factory, and
finally to understand the basic production problems of the entire
economy. The more leisure time he has to inform himself on these
matters, and the better 1informed he 1s, the less and less will be
the differcnce between mental and manusl labor,

As the workineg day is reduced, as the antegonism between and
struggles in production disanpear, as production becomes something
men undertake of thelr own free will and not beceuse they are com-
pelled to, the need for foremen, specinl supervisers, speed-up men,
etc., And all those whose iob it is under crpitalism to sweat profilt
out of ' the worker, will disappesr snd socletw will save the expenses
of maintesining a special c¢lass which the present exploitative socie=
tv makes necessary.

SOCIALIST PLANNING VERSUS STALINIST PLANNING

A planned economy without the democratic, socinlistie control of
the working class 1s indeed possible,but such planning will only re-
place the productive problems of capitnlist society with others. In
Stalinist Hussia we have an example of a bureaucraticanlly planned
economy. Since there 18 no political democracy and since there 1s
no workers control of production 'in the individual shop, the plan
must be made and anplied bv a small privilesed class of bureaucrats,

First of all this eclass encounters the greatest difficulty in
correctly estimating the crpacities and needs of the various lndus-
tries and factories. Consequently, mistakes are constantly being
made in the plan, and the system goes through perlod after period of
acute shortamges, plan frilures and economic crises, Furthermore as
long as the laborers are excluded from the management of productlon
and confined to the dull, .boring, emotionally and physically exhaus=-
ting manual lebor of the ﬁhctnry,he will work only under compulslon,
Thus an antagonism arises between the different classes of special
labor supervisers who must strugegle with the working class to sweat
the last ounce of labor from them. Prodnetion is not at the will of
the producers dut can be meintained only through a constant strueggle
between them and thelr exploiters.

The expense of maintaining a large class of such supervisory
personnel is more than the Hussian economy can stand,and the economy
1s consequently doomed to low livineg standards for the vast mass of
the producers. Stellnist Hussia resembles Socialism in its economiec
life only 1in one single outward superficial formal aspect, The
means of production hnve been nationalised, But not n single one
of the other aims of Socialism has been rchieved, This is inevit-
able, since the Russian stete excludes the working class from any
control over the economic 1ife of the country at every point with
in and without the productive process,

VALY A pilumneu ceounOmy oreanisea and carried on by and for the
producers whose productive efforts are beins planned ean hope to
successfully organise production on a new basis, 1,e,, production
according to the needs of the prodvncers, in which they engnge GO-
opeératively and of their own free will. YUnly such an economy can be

called socinlist, Oply such an economy cen solve the present crisis
of soclety. .
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For several generations, in spite of occasional frictions,
he tapitalist mode of conducting economic life, i.e., by a rigid
ictotorship within the factory, by the law of value without, met

with no serious obstrcles,nnd indeed mankind made no little progress
under it. Today, however, it must be evident that the bourgeols
svatem has entered a crisis.

First the economic 1laws under which c¢npitalism operates no
longer function as they should, Instead of bringineg about the neces
sary proportions between the different industries, these laws nowect
to bring about sreater and greater disnroportions, resultlng in de-
pressions, unemployment, mneriods of relative overproduction and un
derproduction, monetary crises in the form of infletions and defla
tions,in other meneral cconomic dislocations which contrive to meke
capitalist production more and more difficult.

Secondly capiltalism is merked bv increasine antrpgonisms and op
en struggles, between the different clnsses in the productive sphere
In every important industry, both laebor (in unions) and capital (in
management associations) are oresnised in separate and distinet
class oreanisations for the waging of this struggle. In many 1indus-
tries (such as the automobile and maritime f‘ndnstries) there is only
an uneasy truce. .In the coal industry, production is halted several
times esch vyear while the workers and owvners test their strength.
That the majority of capitelists and workers still believe that
their antnagonisms are ultimatelvy reconcilenble does not hide the
fact that no matter what short term truce 1s reached, larger and lar
ger numbers are Involved in more and more of these struggles every
year, But the pnrocess of production calls for cooperation ®wetween
men. Any system of society which ean only create greater andgreater
antagonisms in production, cannot orcanise production efficientlyand
has outlived 1ts historical usefulness.

SOCIALISM -~ THE JUNLY ROAD

Under capitalism, production is for the purpose of sale at a
profit. What shall be produced and in what ¢{nantities it shall be
produced, 1is not determined by men but rather by the economie lLaws
of motion of the capltalist economy, The failure of these laws
makes necessary 2 planned economv in which the producers themaslvca

determine what and how much shall be produced in accordanea with
thelr reeds.
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( Continued from page 26)

ecncluded, "In this blccd we must write the worde: aN INDEPENDENT

VIET NAMI"  There were scngs sung like a litany, and then the

ycung pecple pcured dcwn the steps and agrcss the marble lobby and

cut intc the night, where lighte shone c¢n the ccrnice cf the buil-

;inge,' adcrned at ten fcct intervale with clusters of Viet Nam
I&EEO‘

There are many cther secticns ¢f the bocck impertant enocugh
tc spend a little time cn, The "test tube" situation in Kcres is
tne ¢f the mcst pctentially exnlcslve centers in the Far East and
at the same time cne c¢f the mcst revealing as ccncerns the real
aime c¢f the major wcrld pcwers. In thie 1land cf 25 millieéens the
imperialiet conflict between the United States and Russia is re-
prcduced in miniature. Where Japan ruled fcr 36 years, the U,S,
Army ncw faces the Russians alcng a predetormined border and the
Pledpres ¢f independence made tc Kcrea by the Big Three at Cairo
are all but fcreotten. Saild a Kcrean tc Isaacs: "We spent lcng
hard years learnineg Jananes€sseses« NOW Wwe must learn Enelish or
Ruseian.... When shall we be able tc learn Kcrean?" The answer tc
that questicn was being pradually learned by the Kcreans however,
as 1t was eimilarly tc be learned by the Indians, Indcnesians, eta

A brief, but nevertheless valuable summary of British impe-
rialism in India as well as a review Af the bankrupt reactionary
feudal regime cf Chlane Kal Shek and the criminal betrayal of the
Chinese revcluticn by the Stalinists fcrm cther impcrtant sections
cf the bock, There is an excellent analysie ¢f fussia as an impe-~
rialistic naticnal state, and cocmpariscns are drawn between the
revcluticnary fcreign policy of Russia in the daye c¢f Lenin and
Trctsky with the imperialist policy cf tcday. Cne example will
here suffice tc demcnsteate the pcint that Isaacs clearly makes;
under Lenin, the Scviet Unicn was the first fcreien government tc
8ign a treaty with China rencuncing certain Yrights" and annexing
ncthing; under Stalin, Russia mcved in and cccupied Manchuria,
Isaace ccrrectly rencunces the idea that naticnalizaticn in itself
1s a prceressive phencmencn, On the cther hand, he dencunces the
United States and England as basically incapable c¢f intrcducing
the neceseary factcrs that will put an end tc imperialist war., He
1s a bit hazy in any characterizatiocn c¢f the last war as imperiale
ist, but the issue is nct menticned at all and the ccneclusicn that
tne must fcrm frcm the ccntents cf the vclume certainly cffers nc
ccntradiction tc the idea, This seems tc¢ me rather petty, in view
€¢f the ccrreotness of the authcr's apprcach tc every questicn with
which he dces deal., Thie afprcach is itself quite clear. We oan~
nct leck tc either the United States cr Russia as they are at pre-
Bent constituted fcr a sclution tc the prcblem ¢f war. Only a new
sccial system with the power 4in the hands cf "the creat masses cf
labor and pecple at large, who have the mcst tc gain frem change",
tcpether with the cppressed ¢f every part ¢f the glcbe may yet be
able tc etem the rising tide cf ccmplete and tctal destruction,

Marty Young
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FCR WORE INFCORMATION ABCGUT THE IDEAS AND ACTIVITIES OF TEE
SCCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE write or vieit the local branch of rour
adult organization, the Workers Party and mail in the interest
blank on the bottom of this page to the National Office of the
Socialist Youth League, 4 Court S8gaure, Long Island CityL,N.Y.

Philadelphia Los Angeles Baltimore
Workers Party Labor Action Int'l FellowsHip
1129 W, Girard 3314 8. Grand House
(2rd Floor) 21 M. Prestonft.
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Detroit Oakland
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Torkers Party Workers Party
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: Newark
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P.0. Box 29
Gleveland University Post Office
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, Labor Action Box 605
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Chicago Workers Party

114 W. 14 Street
workers Party
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Check one or both:

() I am interested in receiving more information about
the Bocialist Youth League

() I want to join the Socialist Youth League

Usil to: BSocialist Youth League
4 Court Square (4th Floor)
Long Island City 1, N.Y.






