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Dear friends:

WE REGRET THAT thie issue is
more than a month behind sched-
ule. °Technical handicape in the
Nationakl Qffice and the lateness
of articles submitted are respon-
gible for the delays The first
of these problems should be over—

are in on time,aYRA will Dbe pub-
lished on schedule.
* " »

THE NEW YORK UNIT is organi-!

zing a Workehop around EYR “‘which,
other units would do well to fol=-
low. It is an excellent  educa-
tional technigue that ie more in-
teresting and morestimulatingthan
the usual class method. ' Aleo, it
would help insure the regular ap-
pearance of the magazine.The planr
is simple. Unit membersand cnn«—i
tacts get together and discusswhet
articles would be appropriate for;
the next issue. A number of topex
are chosen and assigned. A pre—|
liminary dismussion on the€ubjecis
ig then held. Two wzeks laterthe
jarticles should be completed anra
read before the group; discussod)
revigsed and finally submitted to
'sYR, In New York the pxuactialwé
by namrads Irvigg HGWE'

A number of comrades eriti-
cized articles in the last 1ssue
dealing. with guestioné of a semi-
internal, organizationzl nature.
The criticism is valid and hence~
forth the magagine will be devoted
almost exclusively to educationsl
and cultural articles.

] . *

BEGINNING WITd THE nextimmue
the YK will feature editorials
which will present the hYLposhioxl
on national and international pd-
itigs, specifis youth oroblemsend
attitude toward other youth org-
lanizationa.

JUB3CRIFTION RATEs:
One year(1l2 issues)essseeseqe. 3100
Fﬂ‘reignixol-lltfillllil-liliiil‘j.iﬁn
Single COPYe«cccusssscsnsrssesssdOf
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e 8 . W g el A i o et
- E

. o L
e i A R L s Ly e 'ﬂ.-a.-:_*:\-_..i"":: 15

GO

M_Qé ” o i P PR LYo T o - ?
Ten years ago, February 16, Le

P R e T T

Trotsky died in Paris. The circumstances surrounding
his death were mysterious at.the time and later inv-
estigation indiocated that his death was not a natural
one;that the long,murderous arm of the GFU had sought
out oedov and assassinated him. The following ~x—
cerpt is from Trotsky's dedication to - proletarian
youth in honor of his son. '

-

Cif FgB RUARY 16th the Mc¢ ican evening papers carried a brief dispatol
m the death of Leon Sedoff foliowing a surgieal operatiop. Absorbed
in urgent work 1 did not see these papers. -Diego Rivera on his ow
nitiative ehecked this dispatch by radio snd came to me with the ter-
:ible nevs, An hour later I told Nathalia of the death of our son in
the sanc month of February in which 32 years ago she brought to mein
;ail the news of his birth. Thus ended for us the day of February 16,
iie blackest day in our personal lives. @

' WE HAD EXPECTEL many- things, almost anything but not this. For only
rgcently Leon had written us concerning his intention to szourc a job
™ f**"“*hw\ in a factory. At the same time he expresszcd the hope

/ . .. of writing the history of the Russian Opposition for
a. scientific institute. he was full of plans. Cnly
/k_,;_f_, \ two days prior to the news of his death we reccived a

“\ letter from him dated February 4, brimming with cour-
age and vitality. Here it is before me. '"Tc are mak-
ing preparations," he wrote, "for the trial in cwite-
= ?E; erland where the situstion is very favorablc both as
e \ ~ regards so-called 'public opinion' and authorities",
/d‘) !  And he went on to list anumber of favorablc facts and
symptoms, ."En sommc nous marquons des points.' The
_ lettcr bre=thes with assurance concerning the future.
*,f; Whence then this malignant discase, and lightning
_ s death? In twelve days? For us, the question is shr-—
' (ﬁ 2\_ - ouded in decp mystery. Will it ever be clecared up?
b presuﬁlc no scrious difficulty for the agents of stalin to zain ac-
‘ess to Leon, his clothing, his food. Arc judicial cxperts, oven if
mtramancled by wiiplomatic! condidcrations capable of arrlving at a de-
‘initive conclusion on this point? In conncction with war chemistry
the art of poisoning has rniowadays attained an extraordinary develerment.
'o be surc the scerets of this srt arc inaccessible to’ common mortals.
it the poisoners of the G.r.U. Have-access te cverything. it is cnt-
‘rely fecasible to conccive of . a pojiwn which cannot be dctccted sfter
".eath, cven with the most carcful analysis. And who will guarantec
fuch carch-

B

‘r\"\:'%-:"_?—‘h_.p

OR DID TEREY kill him without rescrting to the aid of chemistry? The
~oung end profoundly scnsitive and tender being had Had far too much
50 bear. The long ycars of the csmpaign of lies against his father ana
‘he bcst of the oldecr comradcs, whom Leon from his childhood had Jecome

ccustomcd to revere and love, had llready dccply- shaken hies moral org-

nisgm. The long scrics of cezpitulations by members of the Ypoosition

icalt him blows that wcrc no lcss heavy, Then followed in 3:rlin the

suicide of Zina, my older dsughter, whom stalin had perfidiously, out

f the sheercst vindictiveness,, torn from her children, her family, her
: -3 :



own miligu. - 'Leon found himsclf with his older sistcr's corsse and
her six-ycar old-boy on his hends. Ke d eided to try %o reachhis youn-
ger brother Sergei in Moscow by phone. Eithcr because - the  G.P.U. was
momcntarily disconcerted by Zina's suicidc or becausc it hopcd to 1list-
en in to some secrcts, a phone conncction,contrary to all exocctations
vas madc, and Lecon was ablc to transmit thc tragic news to sdoscew by
his own voice. such was the last .conversation betweon our two boys,
doomecd brethers, over the still-warm body of their sister. Lcon's let-
ters to us in rrinklpo-werc tcrse, mcager and restrained when they de-
poribed his ordeal. bBe sparcd us far toc much. But in evary line one
could focl an unbearable moral strain,

' MATZRIAL DIFFICULTIZ> AND privations Loon bore 1lightly, jolkin 1y,
¥ike a truc proletarian: tYt-of course they too left their mark. nf~
initcly mcre harrowing were the offccts of the subsecyucnt moral tort—
ures. Tne woscow Triasl ‘of the ©ixteen, the menstrous naturc of the ac-
ousations, the nightmarish testimony of thc defendants among thom omir-
nov and hkrachkovsky whom Lcon so intimetcly. knew and loved; th: uncx-
pected intcrnment of his father and mother - in Nocway, the scriod of
four mofths without any news; the theft of the archives, thc mystcrious
femoval of my wifc and mysclf to sexico; the second loscow Irizlswith
its cvon more deliricus accusations and confessions, the disszpocarance
qQf his brother scrgei, accuscd of "poisoning workers"; the sho.ting of
countloss pcople who had cither bcen closc friends or romaincd fricnds
to the cnd; the persccutions and the attempte of the G.F.U. in Frence,
‘the murder of Relss in owitzcrlend, the lics, the b.Scness,thc per—
fidy, thc framc-ups;no, "otalinism" was for Lecon not an abstract pclit-
ical conccpt but en cndless Scrics of moral blows and spiritusl weunde.
Whether tre Mosoow masters rccorted to chemietry, or whether cverything
they had previously done proved sufficient, thc conclusion rcacins one
abd thec same; It was they who killcd him. The day of his dcath they
marked on the Thermidorian calcndar as a major oClcbration.

BEFJRE TEEY KILLED him thcy did everybhing in thcir power to slender
. and blacken our son in the ecyce of contcmporarics and of »ostcrity.
Cain Djugashvilli and his henchmen tPled to depice weon as an 2-.nt of
capitaliet restoration in the Us.osos.R., the organizer of railway wrccks
and murcers of workers. The vfforts of thc scoundrels arc in vain.
Tons of Thermidorisn filth rcbound from his young figurec, leaving not
a stain on him. Leon was a Vhoroughly olcan, honcst, purc human being.
He coulc before sny working clas :-gathering tell the ztory of his life-
alas, so bricf-day by day, as I havec bricfly told it herc. H: had nes
thing to bc aehamed of or hidc. moral nobility was the basic  rp of
his character. he unwaveringly served the causc of the opprcs o, be~
caguec hc remained true to hiwsclf. " From thc hands of naturc and hist-
tory hc cmerged a man of hcrole mould. - The grest awe-insprring ev-
ents waich hover over us will need .such pcople. Had Leon lived to par—
ticipatc in thcsc evente he would have shown his tme statuge. 3ut he
did not live. (ur Leon, boy son, heroic fighter, is no morc.

HIo [UCTEER,WhC was oloscr to him than any other person in the vorld=-
"and I arc 1iv5ng through these terriblc hours recalling his imeszc, fea-
turc by fcature, unablc to belicve that he is no morc and wecoing be-
cause it 1is imposeiblc not to believe. Hom can we accustom sureclves
to the ides that upon this carth therc nc lenger c®ists the warm, hum-
an entity oound to us by such indissolublc thrcads of common momcries,
mutual understending, and tcndcr attachment. No one knc% us anc nc onc
\_knows us, cur string a d cur weak sides, so well as he did. fHe vas @
‘:E?rt of Deth @f us, our ycung part. By hundreds of ©ORannels our
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thoughte and feelings daily reached out to him in Faris. Together with'*
our boy, had died everything that still recmained ycung within use.

GOOD-BY, LEON, gtod-by dear and inccmparable friend. Your mcther
and I never thought, never expected that destiny wculd 1moose cn us
this tarrible utask cf writing ycur cbituary. We lived in firm cenvic—
tion taat lcng after we were gene ycu would be the ccntinuer of our co-
mmon CAUEC. But we werc not able tc protest ycou. Geed-by Loond We
bequeath y-ur irreprcachable memcry tc the ycunger generatirn of_;he
workers «f the world. Ycu will rightly live in thc hearts of 2ll tkuose
shc work, suffer and strugglc fcr a betvcr werld.  Revecluticnary ycuth
cf all ocuntries! Accept frcm us the memory of ~ur Lecn, adopt him as
your son~he is worthy of it-and lct him henceforth partioipate invis-
ibly in yrur battles, sincc destiny had denied him the happiness of
participsting in ycur finel victcry.

- B L epep—

Though

there are numeroue social diifferences between the Nazi

and sStalinist totalitarian systems there are also many simil-—

arities.

Qne of the most brutally striking resemblances is

their systematic suppression of all socialist  opposition. To
digsipate the threat of socialist ideas and aotivity to their
totalitarian rule, Hitler and 3talin through their Gestapoand

G.F.U. have assasinated, executed, tortured and impinsonedtl
Below arc'a few namss.from the tragicel-

sande of scoialists.
1}? long liet in-is-'-i-!

U~

SOCIALISTS MURDERED BY. .

8§ TALIN

LEON TROToKYLleader of the 4th -

International assassinated b
a G.F.U. agent-August 22,1940

EHRLICE and ALTER(Polish soc -

1§1%st leaders executed inRus=—
sia :

ANDREs NIN (leadér of theSpan-—
ish F.0.U.u.~Farty of karxist
Unity- assassinated by ' u.P.U.
in gpain) -

IGNACE KEIoo(murderedby G.E.U.
ih Switgzerland when he joined
the Fcurth-lnternationali .

RULOLF CLEMENT(secrctary of the
Fourth International murdered
by stalinists in France)

thELICN HARTE(American Troty-
ist killed in Mexico)

ZINOVIEV ,KAENEV , SUKHARKINRYKOV,
(Cld Bolsheviks-victims of the

- infamous moscow Frame-up Txals)

ety. ete. etc....

HITLER

SNEEVLIET, LOLLEwLAN, SCHIEFFER
WITTEVEN, ELEL, KOESLAG,SARTEN
LENIST, GERRITSEN(leaders of the
Lutch Trotskyists assassinated
by the Gestapo-April 13, 1943)

'LESOIL, NOFERE, MICHAUSEANGUET

BEUGNIES, WARCOURT(eadersof the
Belgian %ratskyiats executd by,
the Nazis) . o3

POULGOFOULOS, wAKRI3 XYSOLYTOS
YalNAKOo(leaders of the Greek
Trotskyists executed oy Nazis)

HIO, B0UREIs, GUEGUZi,COLLIARD
MEICGKLER, TREo50,LAURENT s6UZIN
WILELIN (leaders of the Srech
Trotskyiste killed by Nazis)

etc. etc. etc....

(Only Trotekyists arenotechere
to thraw the lie into theteeth
of otaliniets who slanderec us
as"fascist agents" because we
maintained our socialist oppo-
sition - to the <econd Workd
Jnperialist War.)

—
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BRITISH SOCIALISM” FAILS

TEE BRITISH LABOR Party aasumed the reins of gnvernment at the
close of World War II. It was charged with the responsibility of
re-organizing an ecomomy which had been declining for year s due to
antiguated production methods and declining resourres and which in
addition had suffered heavy damages due to the war. By 1939 output
per man in Great Britain was less than one half that of the United
States. In every industry except shipbuilding,British productivity
was lese than that of the United States. In coal mining the sickest
0f her industries a steady decline in productivity had taken plaece,
British output per man shift wae 1.14 long tons as ccmpated with the
American figure of 4.37 long tons. By 194E ceal
productivity had declined another 12%. Her
_ returns from overseas investments howevor help-
PuJ&J~ ed to offset this deccline and maintain a higher
- national income than would have scemed posegib--
-~1le. Today thie adventage is wiped out. By June
1944, 4.2 billions of dollars of ovecrscas in-
vestmcnta were gone and her merchant marine de-
stroyed. British overscae indcbtednese has
unted to over 13 billion dollars during the
Tw. The mother country is in dcbt to her col-

‘Mome the picture is no less drcary. At
1?% of domestic capital was destroyed by
. The losscse 1in producers goods plus

' N égﬁ- owded housing and damaged transpoptation

X il hr-. ing travel to work difficult has cut ser-
SO -g;;#ﬂjliﬁ? V—intp output per man. Manchestcr, center
My gFijﬁf Britain'éjndustrial wealth was heavily dam-
H’*.\Ei.g:::cl. uring”fﬁg wdr duc to bombing. hkull, Sritain's third port was
the worst bombed city in the kingdom. A 35% decline 1in shipping
tonnage rcsulted from the war. 300,000 homes were made uninhabitable
due to the war and 5 million were =maged More serious is thc¢ dan-

gerous backlog that has occured in much nceded repairs.

IN ORDER TO recoup her lossgs, as a capitalist nation Britain
must eXport. ohe must in fact inecreasc hcr exports 75% over 1939.
Sincec a 50% declinc in cxports took place during thec war this be-
comas an cnormous project. The difficultice in this undertaking
cannot be overestimated. Take into account the heavy losses in
industry, the lack of modern equipment, the loss of sourccs of rgw
matorisls, (Finlsnd her chicf seurag of timber, a vital raw material
now sends all her timber to Russia as rcparatlons} and the fact that-
most cf her markete have bgcn énatched up by competitors whe can
nroduce in greater quantities and morc cheaply and we c¢an scc that
racovery for Britain as a oapitallist nation ie next to impossible.
Britain has for many ycars had to impoert more than she could coxrors.
Thig decline in exports plus her loss of overseas investments which
nrevicusly made up for her unfavorable balance c¢f trade strikes tho
1ouh blow to Britriin an an impcrialist nation. Don Quixote eyeing

mdmills is no 1less ludiecrcus than a Tery statcsman fanning the
dving cmbers of British Imperialism.
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such a2 situaticn? Jhe answer to this questicn is vy no means given by
the activitics of the British Labor gcvcrnment. Far from carrying
through a sccialist program we oan cnly refct tc the statcuent cf
Primo kinistcr Atlce that the Laber government aims at no more than a
mixed cecncmy; that is they intend tc naticnalize no mcre than 15-20%
of the economy. If we study the torms <f the naticnalization program
we scc that it too is far from being sccialist.” in fact whon the Bank
¢f "Bnglend and thc ccal mings werc' naticnalized it had the full
support «+f the Ccnscrvative party, his wajestyt!s loyal Tory oppcsit-
lcn.  The naticnalizaticn ¢f the bank tcck the follcwing form; 17,000
stockhcolders turned in sharcs having a ncwminal vaiue c¢f 100 o unds and
rcceived 1in return g vernment beonds waturing in 60 ycars w-rth 400
p-unds. Lord Cato, big shrt inBritish financec will remain as chaimman
cf the ncw B-ard ¢f Governcrs. *he j-int st-ck banks which arc n re
imp-rtent eincc they issuc new credits % industrics arc untsuched by
the neticnalizaticn prcgram cxecept ins:far as new invest:rs require
gcvernncent. licenses. The relaticn ¢f the jecint stock banks to the Bank
cf Enzlend remains in the hands of kcrd Cate.

FOR COAL A tribunal was sect up tc set the ocmpensati:n for the ccal
mines taking intc acccunt current stcck guctaticns and value fcapital
and orcperty. A nine man ccal bcard running the mines will mansge it
on a straight ccmmercial basis, getting their <wn sslaries and wages
for anpleyces. Demands Dby the miners acrganizati-n that they be rep-
reseantcd ‘n the bcard have been reojected by the
governnent. Ccmpensaticn which will alsa be paid
in government securities is estimated st frcm 4 to
6 billicrns. It 1is n tewrrthy that g-vernment ° :
b-nds arec gilt-cdged and interest will be drawn noc:;::“a

D

matter what +the showing ¢f +the industry. 1In
effect the British pe-ple will be burdened mith
the task c¢f subsidizing the stcckholders in the
"expropriated® Bank <f England and in thceccal
mines. :

[RERE Io NC dcubt that the prescnt crisis in.
the British cocn my is a pr:duct :f yecars c¢f cap—
italist - mismanagement and cculd nrt peoseibly be
ccmplotely sclved in a shert pericd by a scclalistf 5 ] HKED)
gcvernment. Even viewing the srcialistreccnstruc—|/Va, . ' FoR BF .
ticn -f Great Britain fr'm a 1l.:ng range p-int :f ﬂwﬁighdﬂﬂﬁﬁhPmr“ﬂﬁ'
view it bec mes cbvi.us that her dependence .n the \PER1ALIsT RRMITS
werld narket w-uld make imp-esible the ccnstruct- -
icn a s:cielist Brit&iﬁ with ut a s.cialist ~“Z7gffl fﬁ?ﬁﬁéﬁ?
revoluticn in ¢ ther ccuntries, particularly the United Statce. Britain
cculd nct exist fcr any prctracted pcricd as a sccialist nati-n with-
cut 2 srcialist United otates «f Eurcpe and a sccialist America. The
ccmpletc degeneratirn ¢f the wiorkers state in Russia is living proof
“f tne impcssibility of "Sccialiem in One €-untry"

2 ﬁr:w X

YE IO NCT deduce hrwever fr m this analysis that to attenpt to
build sccialism in Great Britian is n-t pcesible and will not yiecld
fruitful results. Great Britian cculd take great steps fyrwerd in
industrializatirn and raising the standard of living c¢f her pecple by
intryduetion of srcialiged planning thrrughcut the cocn-my; by introd
ucinzg vrrkers ccntrcl of industry; by withdrawing her trcops from
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foreign countries and‘her colonies utilizing these troops to ©ase the
manpower shortage and using the funds for the upkeep of an army to
develop socialist production,

LET US UTILIZE therecent fuel crisls in Britain as an example of
vhat we mean, '‘'hen the Labor government nationalized the mines it in-
herited a sick industry which had no reserves of coal, Although 1t
increased production in the mines it supplied industry only on a day
to day basis, Thus when the weather disrupted the economy the indust-
ry had no stocks of coal to tide it over through the emergency. ‘e
know that when the Labor government took over the mines there had been
a steady decline in coal production under capitalist management and
althecugh production increased after nationalization it wasn't enough
to meet an emergency of this type. How would we have met this problem?

IN THE PLANNING agencies of the labor government the capitalist rep-
resentatives remaln supreme. These are the same capitalists who mis-
managed British economy for years, A socialist government would have
replaced capitalist representatives with workers representatives, The
workers would then have felt that the mines were really theirs and
would have had an incentive to produce more, These wor'ters represente
atives would have increased the wages of the miners as they demanded
by utilizing the fabulous sums paid in compensation to the mine owners,
1t would have installed safety devices in the mines so that a miner
wouldnt't feel that he is taking his life into his hands every time he
goes down into a mine. Instead of using anti-caplitallist measures to
ralse production the Britlsh Labor Party used anti-working class
measures., '‘1tness the recent use of government troops in the dockworker:
and trucking strikes, These measures would have helped ameliorate
the tendency for miners to try and get out of the occlpation which is
hazardous and low paying for the type of work they are doing. A
socialist government would have withdrawn foreign troops which only
serve the purpose of propping up a dying empire and subjumating
foreign peoples., These troops returned home would help solve the
manpower shortage which is one of the chief problems of the British
economy. -A socialist government would have closed luxury hot els
and ended luxury production., A socialist government would have social-
i1zed all of industry introducing & general plan throughout imdustry
to coordinate and plan all branches, It would have instituted district
fuel rationing, calling on all workers to set up committees 1n every
district of. .representatives of workers organizations., It would have
asked all co=ops and housewives to ensure the carrying out of its
fuel economies, It would call upon the workers to help the government
by ‘Introducing workers control of m oduction until the state was ready
to take over, and by this means prevent the remalining capitalist
owners from sabotaging socialist planned production. This i1s what the
Bolshiviks did in backward Russia in 1917, It would be a hundred times
easier in modern and advanced Britpin of 1947,

I% THE program of the British Trotakyists, the Revolutionary
Gommunist Party of Great Britain, The crisis in Great Nritain is not
a product of toe much socialism but of not enagh, Only soclalist
planning and socialist direction will prevent Great Britain from fall-
ing further into the backlog of cqltalist decline,

Gertrude Blackwell
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HASHOMER HATZAIR AT THE CROSSROADS

THS 4EABSKSHIP.. OF Haghémer Matzair must face reality. In the
next ..few months, -Kihbutz Artzl plansto egtablish itaclf _@8 <2n
"#oult, zioniet-cocinlist raity in  the United otates" (¥Ycuth and
Naticn, February 1947), ' This ie’ ar action which will huve severe
efiects uven the amciican neshomer Batzair.., S &

lm Inu rnaT He hak buhn aoiﬁ 40 baks : for .an indevendzsnt youth
Orﬁsnizatlcn wh;ch generally suoudrts the molicies uf the aibbutz
Artzi without bsing toc redtrieted Ty the'linew -set dovn oy that
cvrganization. nowever, with ‘the formation ofinn'as a nelitical
party in the United otates (Iifleret Hasnomer matzair), the oonceo-
thn of WH 28 an indcoendent‘Zicniet youtb orgenization "ill change.
_ Sk Haghomer - -Hatzair .will unquestionahly Te
e £h . ocome an appendage of thie- proposed pol-
' ; 1tiua1 machina. : ot A

_ T || S YOUTH OxGANIZATION. will ne .doubt
R R ﬂf“ﬁLH;§ight fnr 1%e erganizayional "independence
gt e o NI ) will’ seéek to set up organizational. bar-
Wadsatlt - . rlers retween " the party and the youth. An
/r /{ ‘*xﬂ.ﬂ esr——o0pPOBition to the formation of a party may,
: \ even arrise in the next .few monthe, - But

* f}*ﬂ,#opoouitiﬂna and creanizatlcnal barriers will
! I _ e not prevent what is necessary, and thus in-
L et *3‘1\ ~¢vitable from occuring. Politiocal neces-
nJﬁ{j,?-* sity demande that KA form a politioal party
ST\ =S ™ t0 reoresent its point of view on the imp-
T ortant Amerioan Zionist scens: such a party.
: ' will be establiched despite ‘any cppositicn’
that may ariee from +the youth: - of HH., Hashomer Hatzair is nlosely
attatahed to the KA through a few Palestinlian delegates that are
maintained in the United States for that purposs, Will organizat-
ional barriers prevent the domination of HH by the party represent=
ing K4 in the United States. ¥“rom an ArganiZation presumably built
from the "bottom up", HH will eventually’ bhe transformed into an
organization whose Dolitlcal and eduoational line is detérmined at
theftap in occ-ordination with the’ needa of the patrty.

s FROM THIE INEVITABLE ﬂrganiﬂaticnal devclonnent will flow imn
portant pvolitioal consequences;séme will oconcern only members of HH
_and others will prove of intereat to tﬂ all radioal youth,

SPHIEVES CoR R&Pvaﬁm* 3
"I Seg you to accept my sin- Minister of Foreign Aftairs GfT ”
cerest congratulations on your Germany., Mr. Jnanhlm von Hibbenu .
BiXtieth- birthday. I enclose trop:
with them' my best wishee for I thenk your, iir. Kinister, fDJ
your: pereonal welfare as for a your congratulatlons.The fIlEﬂd"
happy future for the peoples ship of the peoples of Germany
ﬁfHFﬁe friendly Soviet Union, and the Soviet Union, cementéd
: Adolf hitler . Dby blodd, has every reason to be
Berlin, December 31, 1939 lasting and firm.
3 Joseph stalin
Loscow, December 24, 1939




FOR fSfalfPL&E 1T might dGevelop that joining the parsy of Ka will
vrove - to be an alternative to geing to Palesting rfox the members of
HH, This would change the entire pclitical direction of HH. Put
thie is a° matter for nanJecture and @Qoeg xnot ocncern us here. Om
the other hsnd, there -exists in the ameriocan HH a strong anti-
Staliniet tendenoy in cppesiticn 6 the vro-—rnussian line'cof the KA
The future development of this tenﬂanoy ia of great inte:eut and
iwnﬁrtanﬂe tﬁ radical youths : A5

* IN THE PAST; ‘theré” hag bYeéon-very little "ideclog ical prenuure“
upcn - the anti- Staiiniwts By the pro-Stalinists within the Hashemer
However, ' ‘aa politioal’- oontaoct develops between the party of Ka in
Améries and ‘the HH . there ~'will neoessarily be a’ eharp clash cn the
natur; cf 'the ﬂussian gyeaten between the party, which will undcudt-
edly Pe- pre=fussian, and the anti-Staliniet tendenoy in HH. Focr the
first time pclitical questicne will attain real megning fcr HH.
This clasgh will ®e .cf interegt tc every radical ycung perscn for
wany 1ntaﬁbsting pfints will develop in the discursirn cf the RKuss-

ian 8tate. amcng vther things the anti-Stalinisty tenﬁhncy will see
that K4 cannct belreformed" cn  thie questi-n. The anti-Stalinist
tendency will learn: that scri-us anti-Staliniem, based upcn a ohar-
acterizati~-n ~f Rueeia 28 a nrn-s-oialist 8tate, 18 inormpatible
with-the Zicnism <¢f Ka, Kibbutz artzl itself, being a serirus prl-
1tical crganizaticn will be sure %Yo impress thege faots uprn the
ccnscicusness <f the amerioan Haehrmer Hatzalr as srcn as 1t has
egtablighed 1itself a8 a prlitical fcroe up-n the ameriean Zlrnistd
BCene,

THE PnOOF THAT prcgregsive anti-8taliniem ie fundamentally in-
occmoatible with the Zirniem cf Ka i slimole, The fundamental inter-
ests cf Zirniem and imperialiem are irreornoilable. This ilg cur
cnly premise and sh-uld be fairly cbvicug tc any perscn frem Hash
cmer Hatzalr. On the rne hand, Zir-nism needs wnregtricted immiera-
ti-n and the develrpment cf Palcatine as an efficlent eccnomic
unit. On %the <ther hand, an imperiallgt pcwer geeking tc expl-it
the Middle East (and by "Imperialist power" we mean here any state
that finde it an eoccn-mioc and military necegsity tc explcit the
res-urces, markets, and strategic poseiti-ne ¢f an area) cannct
trlerate the develcpment cf Palestine a8 a strong eocrncmlo unit
because that wruld 1) vpree a ocmpetitcr for the markets: and
res~urces of the Middle fZast and 3) pcse a Hhreah tc the utilizadi-n
rf the area as a nilitary bage.,. .and t-day, when the great naticns
cf the werld are jookyilng focr strateglo pocelticne in preparaticns
fcr third wrrld war, +this fundament=l antag niem cof interests
- betwecn Zi-nism and Iimperialism will beocme ever sharper and man
ifest 1teelf in further recptriotive measures against Zi~niem and the
devel-oment rf Faluatinb.

' NOW IF ﬁIBEUTZZnnTZI_ gaw that Zicniem 1s faced with a whelly
imperialist wcrld, cach mnati-n of which w-uld be rperating in an im-
verirligt manner, (and KXa presunably o-uld’sce this since it is a
"Marxigt" crganizatirn ), Kibbutz artzi w uld have tc admit that a
f¥ll e luti~n cf the Yiwigh prcelem thr-ugh territcrisl ccncentraticn
can rnly be achiéved after imperialism 48 nc 1 nger c¢ffective as
a2 factcr 1n the .dlddle Magty furthermrre, that Zi-nism 1s net wvalld
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hlsterically as a solution for the Jewish problem under oconditions
of decaying imperialiet capitalism; and that oconsequently a new,
non-Zionist program for the Jewish pecple, bBasing itself upon anti-
imperialist,revflutionary scocialist perpectives, would be necsssary,
However, Kibbutz Artzi ‘does not undertake +this kasio revision
of Zioniem. Why? Kibbutz Artzi ddées not even approach the acnoepn+
tions cutlined above because Kibbutz Artzi obviously dcesn!t believe
that the world is whelly imperialist, Kibbutz Artzi believes that
Rueela 1e 2 Boolalist progrecsive state tliat will intervene for the
Jewish pecple at the appropriate moment.Kibbutz Artzi on this basis,
an@ only on thie basis, raisee the ory: "Let the UNO take ocare of the
Palestinian mandate." KA ocertainly dces not have any bourgscis ill-
usirne about the UND as have the rest of the Zinnist organizaticns.K
A certainly kncws that the UNO ie funoticning as an internaticnal reb
ber ornfersnoe. But KA knows that Augsia will be involved if the Pal
ed8tinian mandate prcblem reaches the Security Ceuncil., In the posi—~
ticn of Kibbutz artzi on muesla lies the basis for the pelitiocs and
procgram cf Kibbutz Artzi. .

THUS WE OAN see the situaticn is as we ¢on-—
tended originally. Prc-Stalinism enables Kib-
butz aArtzli t¢ be ooneistent in ita Zi-nism
and we have alec @sen that anti-Stalinism ia .
1ngnmpatible with the Zicnist perspectives of.- e
Kibbutz artzi. What will +the anti-Stalinista) ' ¢ S =
tendenay de when it is '"taught" by the Migle-kﬁ\ . ‘*““‘ﬁﬁéﬁ:l
geth Huchcmer Hatzair that anti-Stalinism & VA S A&
nct compatibls wilth the Zicnist part of ter-2 {bbJ {aﬂjé;L,ﬂ

clalist—~ Zicnism"? , N

X \) a
' A N\alf e
THERE MaY BE attempts cn the part of the hff- Igiﬁﬁfiégi‘ \
anti-Staliniet tendenoy in HH +tc reeclve the I~ A[aQeAmits
diffioculties of their preiticn by claiming that ; :

\
the slogan for a UNO mandate is nct basically.

designed 1o pive Rusela an oppeortunity tc in-

terfere in the Palestinian queeticn but it isg

cnly meant to '"stall for time" while izmigra-

tirn builde up the Yewish pcpulaticn in Palss-

tine. BSuch arguments merely evade the questirn. Do these "Scelal-
1st" really beligve that any imperislism will find i+ advantage-us,
and allow.Jewish immigraticn intc Palestine cn a scale large encugh
te s~lve the Jewish problem? This is the orux of the preblem,

WE DO NOT deny that revelutirnary pressure by the Jewish masses
within and rutseide c¢f Palestine may result in encugh immigration %o
relieve dome rf the hardships of the displaced Jews cof Purcpe, What
we dc deny, however, is that the Zicnists will be able tc achieve
~the unrestricted immigraticn necessaty for the fulfillment cf the
aime of Zicnism under any imperialist set-up. a8 fcr illegal im-
~migraticn it cbvicusly oannct substitute frr unrestricted immigra-
ticn in an adequate manner. Illegal immigraticn oannct bring suffi-
clent numbers of Jewe intr Palestine tc ohange the situaticn therein
favér of Zicnism, 1le. obtain a Jewish majority.

-11



THERE WILL BE a muoh mcre serlcus oriticism of ~ur prsitirn =8
preeented above, ariesing from members cf HH whe will claim that
there are intermediate"grey"pceiticne lying between the attributed !
"pure blacks and whites". -f cur analysis. These perple will:  say::
"There are addmitedly man?"flawa ~in the nussian system trday,but
these flaws are caugefl by..the isclatirn ¢f the Scviet Unicn, the ne-
. ceselty cf arming frr war, eto. [useia, hrwever, still maintaine a
nati-nalized prrperty form and this 1is the cruecial print.Zion-
ism oan 8till rely cn fussla because it still is socialism desvite
21l buresucratic defermaticn." Thie may well be tliec majcr argument
presented , by the anti-8taliniete within HH in crder to reeclve the
crntadioticn between their pcsitirn and prlitical affiliaticn with
KA. Implicij“in this prsitirn are many o-ntradiecticns and unproven
assumptirns, “whioh the perfplée whe hrld this preiticn will have tc
reB8clve and preve., Let us attempt tc print cut srme cf  the fallaow
t1&8 in this argusent alth:ugh. rbvirusly it.would De lmpcesible trgri
inte g full.discussich.cf’ the hussian questi.n here.

THESE PmOPLE WILL recﬁgnize rn the baslig cf their'pceitirn that
Russia has been frréed t- take ncn-Sccialist steps inside “and cute-
side of musgian brundries because c¢f the pressure cfuwcrld.imperi—.
alism, - Certainly, the acts.~f nussia in Prland and other countrics.
under her deminatirn cannct be.called scciglist acticns. Neor * .can~
the prlicies cf the Ccamunist. Parties in Italy,Franne, eto.ta oon-
srnant with the srcislist énd. 4Aven if ~ne agsumes that Aussia ia
a "degenerated scclalism"it is cbvirue-that .there is.a ocntradicticn
betwe.n the "eceoialism" ~f “ussia and the nen-srcialist agets cf ag—:
gressi-n 1t is frroed t¢ practice in ~rder tc survive, Given suoch
8 contradioticn, hoew can "ne state that Aussia will necessarily aid
Zirnism? 1Isn't Moscow 28 murh interessted in arabian ~il as London? .
Isn't Mosocw, as much intercsted . in the strategic lccaticrn cf the
Middle East as Washlngtrn? - SREEE s R T " :

THE INFOR««TION WHIGH haa cﬁme t~ this ccuntry frocm Palesiine
indicates that Russia 1s:more.interested in dealing with the Arab
States than with the Jewish perple., The Palestinian Communist PArty
came rut againet Zi nisem in the thirties,and tcday-an all Arab seo- =
ticn »f the Palestinian Stalinist..mrvemént is lined up with the re~ -«
aotirnary "Arab Nati-nal Frent! »againet Zi nisms It would sseew
there is a Zap betwe n Russian “56ﬂenhrated ercialiem® and "Zirniem
can 8till rely. cn russia® .which "is brié¢ged bonly Dby the wish- °'
ful thinking of the supnorters c¢f this positicn.It ie this.projeo- -
ticn nf a desire,alicnated from the scoial fcroes,into pclitical re
ality whioh makece the oclitics c¢f Hashrmer Hatzair so- fuzzy; which
transforms marxism intc ut’nian srciallsm frr thhm. 2

¥

‘THE HDLDEn% OF the preiticn: thwt nussia ia“degengrateﬁ srcialiamm
hqve many things tc explain.s They muet first explain why a naticn-<
alized eonn my -oan be equated  tc sccialism if the werking. class of-
that gccn~my has n~ pclitical power. They must explain why the
Gewiet bursauérsey has had to.revise. ‘the liarxist thecries, They -
mist explaih why -the Stglinig8t burcauceracy restcred inheritance and.
reintrcdueed many cf the reactirnary sccial institutiond and habitew
cf pre-1917.nussia, These includc cstablishment ¢ f tulticn fecs for
seocndary educaticn, restricticn «d diverce,reviyal cof the military-
ucots pyrvharm, sta, They muet oxplaein the prowing differentials in pay.
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between wcrker and Dbureaueorat, the low stanfard of living of the
Russian perple, the extensive use cf s8lave labcr and the ocmplete
lack rf intellectual and prlitical freed>my The 1list of evidence
againet the thecry that nussia has anything in ecmmen with sccialism
ie interminable, H~w cdegenrate must this vast Ruseian tctalitarian
priscrn becrme befrre these pesple 1lrse their 1llusicn-abrut the
"sceialist" character of suesia,

THE ANTI-STALINIST tendency within HH must orme eut with a’clear
etatement ¢f their prsiti-n ~n Rusesia. Only then will it be possible
for this tendenoy té¢ sericusly ocnsifer the future of Zirniesm and
the future cof Kibbutz aArtzi, Fecr Hashrmer Batzair and Kibbutz Artzi
Zi~nism etande cr falls cn a characterizati-n cf the Beoviet Unicn.

WOULD THE ACCAPTANCE rcf cur perspective that Zicniesm ie unat-
tainable while wcrld oapitaliesm exists megan that there cculd cnly be
prsed an assimilati-nist perspective? It was Trotsky whc pointed
rut in his article "Thermidcr and Anti-Semitismt that, M"the very
same methrds of sclving the Jewish questicn which wunder decayin
cavitalism will have a utcpian and reacticnary character(Zirnismg
will, unfer the regime of a sccialiet federaticn take on real and
salutary meaning. "This pcsitirn Aces not imply assimilatirn fcr the
Jewish pervle, We dc nct believe that mass assimilsticon is histor-
ioally peaeible for the Jewish percple under ernditirns nf declining
{mperialism. This oraiti~n means alignment c¢f the Jewish pecple, in-
gide and rutside cof Palestine, with the revcluti-nary grclialist
mcvement behind an anti-imperialist banner.

SPACE LIMITATIONS PREVENT elabcraticn c¢f this print,but articles
rn this questicn have been printed and are available in the November
1246 issue ¢f the New Internatirnal, mcnthly thecrstical magazine of
the Werkers Party.

WITH THE IMPENDING fcrmaticn c¢f the lliglegeth Hashomer Hatzailr,
all members cf Hashomer BHatzalr whe Alsagree entirely or partially
with Kibbutz Artzl cn the Russian questicn and these who have not
gseriruely ornsidered the questirn must think about the fueslan
prcblem oarefully. They muet then determine whether their pcsition
cn this paramcunt prrblem is ccneistent with membership in the new
crganizati-n.

WE BALIEVE THaT cur positicn cn the Jewisgh questicn is the onr
rect ne. We ask that the membership c¢f Hashrmer Hatzalr re-—eval-
uate their preiticn 1in the light  cf p~liticel reality. We belleve
that this re-evaluatirn ¢an ~nly have ~ne result. "With the preo-
greseive elements ¢f the Yewish perple rests the cbligatirn to come
tc the help «f the revclutirnary vanguard.®

Arthur Conkin



HISTORY AND LESSONS OF TH
FRST LUORKERS STATETHEPARSCOT!

Each year In the month of March we celebrate the snniversary of the
Parls Communé; We commemorate the establishment of theé first workers
state in hlatory, and pay tribute-to the heroism of its participants,
By studying the Paris Commune, objectlively evaluating it and learning
1ts lessons, we ourselves contribute to its ‘historical value, Through

our aotlons, conditioned as they are by these lessons, thé Parlis Com-
mune lives on,

# . ; % . 3

By 18?1 'almnst a century after the Great Revolution, the relat=
1nnsh%p s} faruea in France was such that no revolution .could bresk
' wf\ nut without asauming a prolatarian character,

1789 the ‘propertyless masses were not an induse
risl proletariat, Iin the Marxian sense of the word
but handlcraftsmen and employees . of small manufact=-
uring enterprises whose sufferlng was 1lncreased by
the ‘destruction of the guilds. Even at that time
however, they "sought amelloration of their strife 1ln
the destruction of all class differences~---not the
privileges of the erlstoc¢racy alone, They were not
constralned by the conservatism that comes with own-
ing property and supported the most extreme left wing
]' in the camp of the petty-bourgeolsle. ' It was this
group which led them 1Iin the first Commune, that of
_EJ K\ 1791-03, which Kropotkin called "soGll of the
French Hevolution“. But their attempt at that time
to give th an "Libery, Equality and Fraternity" meaning other
than 1mplled to it by the bourgecisle wdas. bound to end in fallure.
Canitalism in France was young; .the productive forces were at a low
tage of development and their own formlessness as a class in trans-
Jt*ﬂn from hendicraftsmen to wage workers precluded their develﬂping
snd consumating an independent program,

As the decades passed the rﬂpid development of the'pruducﬁfve
forces converted ' ever larger numbers of the masses into proletarians,
"t as the mosses becdme proletarians so were they impoverished, and

Ehere was an extensive agltation for a s-lution of thelr desparate
plight, It was ‘uring this period that the 1deas of the Utoplan Soc-
ielists, Proudhon, St, Simon, and Fourler flourished, One might say,
that the French proletariat was experimenting during these years,
graduslly becoming more consclous of its needs as a class and trying
tp find a program to satisfy those needs. They utilized every strug-
gle in the camp of the ruling classes to put forward thelr own dem-
snda. In the revolutions of 1830 and 1848 they rose in Parls in an
attempt to realize them, By 1848 it became clear that the workers
wu2ld advance thelr banner two steps forward for every one taken by
thie bourgeoislie,
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When the Franco-Prussian Yar was declared in 1870, Marx and Engels
supported Prussia, os a victory of this state would bring unity and
-nationhood to Germeny., This was a prerequlsite to the unhindered
class struggle against the German bourgeoclisie. They withdraw thelr
support, bowever, when Bismarck turned what was a war of defense against
the expansion of Louls Bonaparte, ruler of Freance under the Second
Empire, into a war of eggression on his own part, :

" When the armies of Louis Bonaparte at Sedan, in Northeast France,
Ilreaded by -the emperor himself, surrendered to the German troops a rev=-
olution broke out in Parls (September 4, 1970) which declared the emp-
ire dead and proclaimed a republic, But Parls was still beslieged by
the enemy nnd the armies of the emperor were elther surrounded or al--
ready captured, In order to defend the city the peoples of Parls ag-
reed to. set up a government of Natlonal Defense composed of the Parls
deputles to the former leglslatlive bodles, Engels, & qualified stud-
ent: of mllitary sclence, offered a plan of defense to this government,

It was the Parlslan working class, organized in the Natlonal Guard
which played the most heroic role in the defense of Paris, They armed
themselves despite the efforts of the French bourgeolsie to prevent & P
They even relised money by subscription in order to purehﬂee cannon,

ui_/o"’" C‘”Ww"

Throughout the siege of Paris the bourgeolsle
gave evidencé of thelr fear of the armed workers
end thelr anxlety for obtnlning peace In order to
deal with the working class, The bourgeols generals?®
deliberately sent the Naotional Guard to be slaugh-
tered 1In hopeless offensives angalnst the fertlfieg
positions of the Prussians, Finally, the French/
government negotiated an armistice with Biemerekr
in order to elect a Neotlonal Assembly to speak lo
the roiresentatives of the French people on termq,*\
of peace,

But the Parisian workers maintained thelr a
For them it was only an armistice during which
noeace could be negotlated. The armed National G

cer conquerors thnt they only occuplied a smqlleern
if Paris, and that enl? for a few dnys. It was,

*ﬁ{&lﬂ snid, that the "maintained their encircleme:
lays, were themselves encircled by the armed w r

In the election that followed, the Fré"ehepee g er-
vhelmingly for the reactionaries who were pleﬁged'le ediete
Jeace, They were tired of the war and wanted pence ¢ ?\eeet 80

chat thelr sons’ co-ld return by spring to work in the fields As n
rasult, the National Assembly was overwhelmingly reactionary and mon-
1eehiet--juet the kind of body needed by Thiers, the head of the gov~
srmment, to strangle the working class,

Froletariaon Parls had good reason to be susplclous of the ﬂeeembly
sitting at Versallle where 1ts own delegates were howled down by the
ronarchists eond bourgeols reactlonarles, The Natlonel Guard was not
iomobilized but remained alert. The Trussians refused to leave France
%11 the indemnity payments begnn and the bankers refused to lend the
noney to Thiers until "order was restored in Parls,
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During the wor the workers of Parls hnd confined themselves to de-
manding the vigorous prosecution of the fight. Now that the war was
over Thlers renlized thet the propertied interestes were endangered ns
long ns the workers kept their arms. So he nttempted to disarm them,
He mobilized 15,000 troops of the regular army and 3,000 police, on
the night of linrch 17, 1871 to seize the cannon of the Natlonnl Gunrd
in the early hours of the following morning. The aottempt failed; the
workers of the llontmarte district, where the arms were kept, frater-
nized with the troops, The orders of the officers to fire on the
people were disobeyed and the officers were arrested,

Upon hearing the report of the mutiny at lMontmarte, the minlstry
of Thiers and the larger port of the bourgeoisie fled to Peris, “ith
the government gone, the clty was in control of the Central Committce
pf the Natlonal Guard, The Farls workingeclass responded to the sit-
uation, but thelr Immaturity kept them from reanlizing what was happen-
ing, Not having o perspective of 1ts own, it ndopted the solution of
the petty-bourgeolsie nnd anttempted to reconstruct the Commune 2f71791,

The Commune of 1791 was, legally, nothing more than the Municipal
Council of Paris, It was eclected by meetings of the citlzens In each
sectlon and w2s therefore the governmentnl orgnn most responsive fo
the pressure of the masses. Thue wutilized, 1t wns o wecpon agninst
the Nationanl Assembly and its municlipal character remained only a flec-
tion, The executlon of its leaders marked the beginning of the decline
of the revolutlion,

Although the Commune of 1871 w-s theoreticnlly like its predecces~
sor, 1t was forced by the stern realitles of the struggle to spenk on
all the ecconomiec nnd politlcal problems confronting the lation at that
time. It soon began to regard itself ns the spokesman of the whole
nation, Even though it never defined its alms systematlcally, we can
say thot desplte 2ll 1ts confusi:n the Commune desired the abolltion
of wage slavery, Exactly how this was to be nccomplished it did not
know, .

The Parisian workingelcss h~d, ¢traditionnlly, many Jacobin illus~
ions, Instend of looking forward to the socinlist revolution, they
fought their battles with their eyes turned backward to the revolution
of 1789=-93. Trying to reconstruct th t revolution could always only
end in fallure, in splte of the herolsm displayed by the workingclass
and 1ts leaders, The agltntlon of the Utopinn sociallsts, beginning
with Bobeuf, and the experiences of 1830 ~nd 1848 helped shed many of
these illusions, Later, the work of the First International in org-
anizing the workers into trnde unlions gave many of them an under=-
standing of the role which they could play in future struggles,

But even while the workers in the ¢trae unions followed the Inter
national the great mass of the Commune stlll followed the leadership
of those who hnd dlstinguished themselves in pnst revolutions by her-
olsm if not by program, Yost of these lenders were followers of
‘Blanqul, a mon who believed that the revolution wovld be brought about
by n small number of well orgnanized, resolute men who would sclze
power and hold it until it was possible to draw the masses iInto sup-
port of these leaders, -



The Commune became nn arena of conflict between these two tend-
encies, the sociallst nnd the Jacoblin,  Unfortunately most of the soc=-
inlists followed the thecorles of Troudhon, f~ther of French oanarchism
and a utoplan, This confllct presentas a key to understanding the st-
rength and the wenkness of the Commune md 1lts traglc end., The wenk=
ness lay in the leandership who represcnted the:petty-bourgeols past of
the workingclass; the strength .of the Commune was cmbodled in the
amnll minority who were - beginnirig to understnond the soclallst future
which the workingeclass had in its power to mold,

fost of the oactivities of the Parls Commune during thé 72 days of
g@xlstence were concerned, of nccessity, with the war agalnst the reac-
tlonary armles of the Versallle government, Nevertheless, when we
cxamine 1ts leglslation we con see its genernl trend. The Commune
fulfilled many of the uncomplected tasks of the bourgeols revolution,
[t separated the church from the state nand declared church property
stote property. It prohibited the church from interfering in cduca-
fion nnd daclared that o free educotion was the right of overyonc,
BEesid.s these, the Commune carried out certain revolutionary poll=-
ticnl measures which were incompntible with the -continued rule of the
bourgecisie, It did away with the bourgeols parlisméntnry system and
¢etnblished the most democratlc system of government ever known before,
Mite Corimane was both o leglislatlive and exccutive organ, thus doing
auar wigh the state burecucracy, The sections of Tarlis cleeted thelr
d:isgntes to  the Communc for short terms subjeet to recall at any
tin:, In this way they were in direct control of the government.
The stonding army was abolished and the Nationgl Guard into which
were enrolled all citizens capable of bearing arms was established as
the only narmed forecc, This did awesy with any specclal armed force
which could be uscd os the instrument of a ruling cldss to oppress the
ruled., Magistrates and justices 1lnastead of being apnointed were to be
elected and wer: also aubjcet to rocall, The Commune destroyed the
myth of the "nation" mnd in 2 truly internationnllst spirit gave all
foreigners ' the right to vote and hold office, To further prevent the
rise of any gov rnmecnt burocracy it wos deelded that the maximum sal-
ax7 of any functionary, whether clected or appolnted, could be no
Lisher than that of 2 skilled workingman,

The Commune alsocarried out measures which were specifieally pro-
letarian in najure. lercentileo and industrial establishments which
were closed by thelr proprictors were opencd and opevated by co=-oper-
ative aasoclaslons of cli the ecmployees, All articles which belonged
to needy porsona were returned frec from the prwnshopsj the pawnships
were forbidden o take th: workers' tocls ns secevrity. All rents for
the nertiod cf ODctober 1870 ,to April 1871, the period of the war, were
deal-red remitied, Any peyment which had already bocon made wos app-
licd to Tuture rayment. Employers were forbldden to fine thelr em-
ployees, As Lf{ thls were not cenough the workses of Perls deslignated
the Hed Plag as tne officinl emblem of the Commune, giving to the orm-
1es of Vorsaille all rights tn.the uae of the %tri-color, the tradifi=-
onal flag of bourgeois France, Ilest of the bourgeols democratiec and
revolutionary pollitical measures werc. re-oncctments of the decroces
prased by the Commune of 1791-3C, The workingcl ass measures were pro=
posod by the Internationalists, poarticularly by Frannkel and Vaillant,
tha membsars of the Commune most ‘acquainted with sclentlfic soeclalism,
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The lack of o clear political gonl spelled dlsaster for the Com=
mune mllitary operations, All political tendencies 1in the Commune
were responsible, c¢ach In 1ts own way, for the lack of centralization
and organizatlion necessary for the prosecution of the war, Tha Jacobe
ins, revealing tholr falth in the spontaneity of the mnsses proposed
it as a substitutc for central nuthorigy. The Proudhonists were for
de-centralization on principle, and the Marxists feored thot contral-
izatlon wunder the commune would mean the dlctatorshlip of the Blang=
uists, that is of thosc who did not understand the soclalist teoek of
the proletariat,

. The National Guard was elected on a domocratic basis, The ronks
elected thelr battallion commanders and their delegntes to the Central
Committee of the Naotlonal Guard, This system although commendable
proved Impractical for the lerge scnle, planned military operations
necessary to defend Paris, The discipline of the ranks was based only
vpon the moral aguthority of the commander. <he discipline of tho bat~-
talion to the Commlissioner for War was based on even less sincc there
wos o continuanl conflict as to whether the Commune or the Central Com-
witsece of the Guard was the higher authority on military matters.

The fallure of the Commune to tnke the offensive ngainst the Ver-
gnlile armies proved a disaster, The National Guard outnumbered the
troops of Thiers by about 7 to 1, On top of which the Versallle
troops were demorallzed nnd wanted to go home, But the morale of the
Nrbional Guard was high, fngaged in a revolutionary struggle, the
tronps of the Commune were ©ready to fight for thelr cause with ardor
Delay could not possibly have gained anything, yet due to thelr narrow
legolism, the Commune could not concelve of the government of Parls
going beyorid the eity limits to lauch an attack upén the National lLssg-
emblr of France. '

For the same reason the Communc refused to taoke over the Bank of
Pronce, whose holdings would have becn a valuable hostege, They arg=-
ved that the Bank belonged to the whole of France eond not to Tarls
nlone,

Tho norrow vision of the leaders of the Commune also led %o lts
tsoletion, They mnde no attempt to rally the workers and peansonts in
“he rest of France behind them, Had they made contoct with the prov=-
‘nces ord armed those willing to support them, the uprisings which
vook ploce In the cltles like Marscille and Lyons might not hove been
suppresscs so easlly at the very least. They should have made some
nttempt at winning ovcer the radlcalized workmen who composed part of
the Frusslan army; 1instead they spent thelr time trying to refute the
‘les of the Versallle press,

The Cormmune further weakened itself by its treatment of Iinternal
ernemies, I%s members did not want to suppress within TParis, those
rightts for which 1t wans flghting the National Assembly., As the sit=
untlon grew worse they were forced to adopt more stringent measures,
But they were not enough, Although they suppressed cbout 40 papers
which were hostlle to the Commune and two pro-Commune papers charged
wlth irresponslble actlon, the¥ did not see the nced for arresting all

_oren enemies of the Commune, hey falled to prevent passnge of per-
™, -18
i



gons between Parls and Marsellle untll the last few wecks. Most
important of all, they did not disarm the battallions of the Natlonal
Guard from the bourgeols districts. These battollons later joined the
Versallle troops when they c¢ntercd the city. Becouse of misteakes suaeh
ns thesec the fall of the Communce was brought nbout ot the hands of
Thlers, w T e A j

Secing no other way out,. Thlecrs went to Blsmarck begging for the
return of all French prisoncrs-of war from Germany so thot they weould
be uscd agninst thc Communards, In this way he was able to get 'to-
gother on .army at lenst as lorge ca that of the Tarisians, He put at
their head o vangucrd of the old labor=hating poliecmen »f Tarls,

; I'ne Communards had been negligent in garrisoning the strong ring
pf forts around the alty. ‘When the sttack of the Versallle troopa .
ame most of these forts wer  clthor destroyed by bombardment or cap®

ured, Advanoing to the walls of Tarls, the Versallles prepared to
bre-zk through, However, 'the carelessness of the drfenders of the
Porte de St, Cloud scdor permittcd on agent of the Versallles to open
A gate ond slgnal them to cnter, The mnsses were aroused to » piteh 5f
determination ond cnthusiasm for battle not before cxperlenced when it
was lcarned thrt the Versallles troops had cntered the clity. But what
little central organizantion previously had cxlsted now fell apart when
Delccluzc the commissioner of Yar, called upon the peag}h of *nria ta
set nslde militorism and prepare to barricade thelr

streets -nd defend thelr districts, Cpi;i{fﬂ*_

It took some ten days for the Vorsallle trw:ps// ,f/?;
to capture Paris. Tvery street and housc wns stuqr”'
bornly defended. But whlle the Poarlsions coxhiblted
their horolsm, the Vcrsallles showed only the barb= g
arlism whizh the ruling class cmploys in suppressing i
its recvolting slaves, Some 50,000 workers perished ‘%?i
in the week of bloodshed thnt followed. The newly i<
invented machine gun replaced for cfficliency the N
tradltlonal wvolley of the firing sqund. ‘lorkecrs
werce shot for the crime----of being workers; n cal= RL
lous:d hond was the ace =f spades In post=-Comrmune e
Taris, It has been sald thnt the peasents 1lilving 5. 2.
along the banks of the Seine on the outskirts of
Paris, crossed themsclves ns they watched the river
turn red, The internatisnal solidarity. which all &
capitnlists dlsplay when confronted with l-obor 1ln revol { mboliz-
cd by Blsmarck when he refused to cllow the rcfugees from Taris ¢to
¢ross the Trusslan lines, Thnt some got through at all was dac to
the action of individusl sclllers in the Trussian army who sympathiz-
ed with the escapling Farisians. iractically none of the lecders of
the Commune escaped, Most were killed durilng the struggle, or shot
in an cttampt to escnpe, The rest were tnken prisoner and . held for
the trials that followed, thercafter shot by a flring squad, & fow,
sent to the ponal camp in Now Colodnnla, rotted away in the feover-
ridden jungle,

FIGHT FOR
5QHC1A_LLSIX_QUI__MU£_./




All that remalns of the Farls Commune are the lessons which we can
draw from it, It 1s these lessons which will make 1t possible for us
to accomplish in our own day, what the Communcr¢s did not do in
thelrs. Iliarx ond Engels, Lenin and Trotsky, looked upon the Paris Com~
mune as a revolutlonary laboratory, They drew from the Commune several
important lessons. The Commune proved that the state machinery of the
old state cannot be taken over and "wielded for thelr own purpose by
the workingclass," It must be smashed and be replaced by the new state
machinery that will correspond to the aims of the proletariab vrule. The
Commune showed thet the proletariat hs no use for a parliamentaory re-
public with its div%sian of labor between those who mnke lawg and those
who execute them. he Commune was an working body which both decreed
and administered the laws,

A lesson learred from the Commune, the truth of which we apprec~
iate so much today, 1s that the workingclass 1s helpless and its In-
surrection foredoomed if it does not have revdolutionary Marxist ~
party at 1ts head, At every step of the struggle this was the greatest
need of the Commune,

The Commmune was the first revolution in which the middle class wnas
fnced with the choice between the bourgeolsie o5r the workingclass.
In Parls In 1871, the middle class was caught between the Cormmune and
the Natlonal Assembly in Versallles.

The conduct of Thilers and Bismarck showed that the bargeolsie
wlll cease its inter-lmperiesllst struggles and vnlte %o suppress a
proletarian revolution, Class 1ls thicker than nation,

Once begun, the insurrection must malntain its offensive. In
stopping at the gates of FParls, the Communards left the rest of France
to the enemy. It gave them time nand resources to begin an offensive
whlch dealt the Commune its death blow.

The Cormmnards should have realized that to capture political
rule 1s not enough; Marx sald "The political rule of the producer
cannot co-exlst with his economic slavery." Once the political power
has been wrested from the bourgeolsie, there can be no hesitation in
taking ecconomlc power from them. +<he class struggle, particularly in
time of civll war, permits of no sentimentality or hesitation, no
magnan:mity towards the class enemy.

These, then, ore the lessons of the Commune, They became the
most powerful weapons of the proletariat in the Russlan Revolutlon,
The Commune 1tself has become n tradition, Further than that we can

only repeat the words of Karl Marx written upon the fall of the Com-
rmne 3

"Workingmen's Parls, with its Commune, will be forever celebrated
a8 the glorious harbinger of n new society. Its martyrs are forever
cnshrined in the great heart of the workingelass., Its exterminat: s,
H.story has already nalled to that eternnl plllory from which all the
orcyers of their prlests will not avall to redeem them."

Justin Graham



LOVER OF MANKIND Bz

4 Bebs was g railrcad man, bern in a weather-boarﬂed shack in Terre
aute,

He was nne cf ten ehilfren.

His father had come t¢ America in a aailing ahip in 149,

an Alsatian frcm Gwlma:* Net mueh of a money-maker, fond ¢f musio
ral ‘reading, £ ¢ ' _

he gave his ohildren a chanus te finish public echccl and that was
abrut all he cculd doy

At fifteen ‘Gene Debs was already wrrking as a machinist on the In-
A 1napr1ia and Terre Haute Railway.

" He werked ab a looemctive fireman,

clerked in a stcre ; :

jcined the lceal of $he Brrtherhrrﬁ rf Loﬂrmrtive Firemen, Eaa eleo~
ted sporetary, travled: all cver the oruntry a8 rroanizer,
;ff’f & He was a tall shamblefccted man, had & sort of gusty
'fehéterio that set on fire the railrraﬂ wrrkera in their
\Kiqehc\arﬂed halls

made them want the wcrld he wanted,

a werld brrthers might cwn
phere evarybrﬂy weuld split aven-

"I am not a laber lemder. 1 Aen't want you te follow
me or-anycne €lse. If you are locking for a lMoses tc
lead you cut of +the ocgpitalist wilderness you will
stay right where ycu are, I wruld not lead yom into
;Q;a promised land if I cculd, because if I cruld lead
/p in, Bomecne else wculﬁ leaﬁ yeu cut. "

1
\ \ THat was how he talked to freight handlers and gandymalk-
\ers,~tc fire and gwitchmen and englneers, telling them it wasn't e

n~ugh to r*::p:l:gnizv:e the railrcadmen, that all wcrkers must be crganized,
that all workers must be crganized in the m‘rkers occperative ormmeon-
weal th,

Loermrtive fireman on many a lcng night's run, ;

uner the smcke -a fire burned him up, burned in gusty wcrds that
beat in pinebcarded halle; he wanted his brothers tc be frée men.

That was what he saw in the orowd that met him at.the 01ld Wells 8b¥,
Depct when he came cut -f jail after the Pullman strike,

therse were the men that o¢halked up nine hundred thcusand vcteg for
him in nineteen twelve and scared the frcckooats and the tﬁphats and
diam~nded hogtesses at Saratcege Bprings, Bar Harbecr, Lake Geneva with
the begey cof a scclialist predigdent.

But where were “ene leba' brothers in nineteen eighteen when Wordzow
Wilecn had him locked up in atlanta for speaking apainst war,

where were the big men fend cf whiskey and frnd cf each rcther, gent-
#a rambling tellers cf etcries over bars in emall trwne in the MidAle~

est,

quiet men whe wanted a hcuse with a pcreh te putter arcund and 4

fat wife toc cock for them, a few Arinks and cigars, a garden tr Aig in.
cronies to chew the raeg with -



and wanted to werk for it

and other tc wrrk for it}

where were ths 1rdﬂmxtive firemen and en=1n5¢ra when they hustled him
off t¢ Atlanta Penitentiary? ;

And they brrught him baock to die in Terre Haute

tc sit cn his perch in a rocker with a cigar in his m-uth,

beside him American Beauty rcoses his wife fixed in s bewly

and the perple cf Terre Haute and the pe-ple in Indiana and the
verple cf the Midle West were fond of him and afraid of him and thcught
of him as an cld kindly unole whe lcwved them, and wanted to be with him
and tc have him give them candy, °

but they were afraid c¢f him as if he had oontracted a soclal disease,
syphilis or leprcsy and theught it was tcc bad,

but cn acccunt cf the flag s 4'; A
and prosperity Gl - o =
and making ths world eafe for demoaracy, v B

-
- " ¢

they were afraid tc be with him-
rr to think much abcut him fer fear they might bslieve him;
fcr he saidy, . ; :

fwhile there is a lcwer claga.l am cof.it, while there 1is a
criminalclags I am cf it, while there is a arul in pria~n I am not free,!

o o

7

OURTOWN G o o o 1

"filmington is a small ohto town - éome 60 miles from Cincinnati
and 18 ' miles from Xenia, 'With a pcpulation of about 5,000 it
owes much of its present size and industry to the ‘blessings of
the last war,

Off hand, one would say that Wilmington, or as.it is scnetimes
called: Clintcn County, .is a farming center, llost of the farmers
here raise hogs and yellow corn for hog feed, ;

However, during the war the Army built an airfield- just .out-
gside of town and private owners built a couple of naw industries
in town, Even Henry Ford tried to establish a :small concern in
CueCey but a Iir, Denver (ovmer of the Denver Bank and practically
half of the tnwn‘s business) bought the ground which Henry was
eyeing and thus Fﬁrd expansion was somewhat
stymied, :

Folks in Wllmlngtcﬁ are very friendly to-
ward one another. [Everybody minds his
 ovm business, sticks to his {job, and stays
/in nis place, Negroes refrain from going
to0 the local white restaurants because that
would be out .of place. Negroes always sit
on the right hand side of the theatre
never in the center, because that's théir
speck 1 place, To sit enywhere else would
! upset the wonderful pattern.which has be=
come a "tradition" in friendly Wilmington,
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Prices on food and clothing in Wilmington stores are high,
higher than many workers can afford. Dut workers at the Wilming=-
ton Casting Co. don't ask for a raise in pay from the present 70¢
to 90¢ an hour rates. Unthinkable, Farquahr Furnace workers
start out at 65¢ an hour., Meat is 66¢, 77¢ and 80¢ a pound at
Allier's Food Market, but workers don't demand more wuges Lo meet
rising prices. Of course not} To do so would upset the balancej
folks would become excited; blood pressures would go up anﬂ_prof-
its would come dovm, Look at wh ot happened at the nugur Bit Co,
last summer in '46, ‘jorkers on strike up untill late September
and a college student (Wilmington has & small Liberal Arts priv.te
College) -on the picket line# :

Poor union ‘leadership however pulled the worlers out too soonj
company dismissed some bf the more fradical " nngs.f The worlkers
soon went back to work at original wage rates of 65¢ an hour,

One can't help but admire how neatly the pattern works out 1n
friendly Wilmington, The well-to-do folks' 1live in the glnest
homes, drive the biggest cars, and dress in the latest (an tmure
expensive) styles. They also buy the choice cuts (and sometimes
the only cuts) of meat in the gtalls, They are the folks who own
stock in the granaries, laundries, bakeries and factories in town.,

Men and women vho work in the lsundries, grenaries, bakeries,
and factories can't expect to mingle with their betters. Consequ=
ently, these men and women estoblish themsclves in residences
suitable to their means., An amiable solution to < glmple prgble?.
Most of the Negroes restrict themselves (and not without oup51d%
persuasion) to the ghetto of Grant atreet, Foor Uhites”dllve_u
few blocks away and in homes scattered along the back roa si_ In
many instances entire families (grandpa and grandma too ) t%??
under the same roof, Newly weds often arrange to live wi.h ﬁ&%r
in-laws, so it is quite clear to cven a caosual observer thz
the#e is no housing problem in Wilmington.

. Folks from-out of totm always remark about how nice and Iriend=’
ly and quiet it is in #/ilmington .iie.. S A e

; : - - Logen J.
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BEST VY EARS OF DUR LIVES]

et v itely Bd by GAUEMNT RGDB B0 |

HOLLYYOOD HaS RECEI'TLY created a big splash with the production of
The Best Years of Qur Livess Hailed unanimously by the press, granted
all the usual awurds, it supposedly is & fearless and.moving exposi-
tion of the problems of the returning GI. The movie follows the lives
of three veterans from the time of their arrival in the U.S: through
the throes of homecoming to final contented readjustment. »nd it does
show that the process is not at all peaches and cream =- thzat our soc=-
iety does create nroblems for cthe veteran, But beneath the venee:
that a few realistic touches create, vhat is the real statement of

this movie?

FACH OF THE three returning wveterans has initizl misgivings and
fears, The mst ovvious problem is that of the sailor, Homer, who has
had both  hands burned off., How will his fanily und his girl receive
the sight of his metal hooks? The returning bomb;dier comes from an
impoverished background, was a soda jerk, hus a certain native intell-
igence, has been an officer, and is unwilling to return to an économi=-
cally and mentally unrewarding occupation, He hopes far a good job
and a home, neither & which materializes.

THEEﬂﬂEﬂhﬁT—BnNKER, kl, returns to & luxurioug home, an understand
ing wife and daughter, but is worried about his adjustment to them,

' THuSE . EXPRELMNCES #KB very reel and most of the tragic huuan reac-
tidns are genuine, :

HOMER HaS TO contend with a family which cunnot contain its pity
and embarressment for him, &s wéll ag with his subjeclive onxiety
which does not &llow him to accent the lwe of his fiancee, Eventually
his girls love overcomes his misgivings &and they marry, but not till
after a serice of harrowing exmeriences during which "they cither kept
staring at the hooks, or kept sturing w=ry from them."

BHABILTITATION TROUBLES

FhzD, THE BOMBAKDIUZR, comes home to find out thet his wife is ne
longer living in his father's shanty, but has gotten &« job in « night
club, Not finding her in at once, he goes on an all night drunk with
the sergeant, who has been having some rehabilitation troubles of his
own, Fred was married to blondé [iarie for twenty days before leaving
end when he finally does find her, he lezrns +tlet she is more inter=-
ested in his captaints uniform «nd sclary thah in helping him estab-
lish himself in civilian life, He locks diligenilly for & fairly dec=
ent job but is foreed buck to his nightuere of soda-jerking for Ll.ck
of money or o portunity. His wife 1s & shrewish slut «nd he finds
himself falling in love with Al's daughter, l@cgey; he is constantiy
disturbed by dreams of his truumatic war experiences; h@ is fired from
even this detested job for knocking down & customer who engers him;
and his wife leaves him because he hasn't enough money.  sbout to
leave town, to try to mke a fresh start, he discoveres a gang working
on the demolition of planes for use in pre-fobric.ted houses «nd begs
a job with them. e is then called to lomer's weédding where he ond
Peggy are reunited. a
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AL HAS HAD his entire world broadened by his experience in the in
fantry. When called back to his bank %'.ob (with a promotion attached)

he finds himself scting morc in terms of human cxperience and less
within the protocol of banking procedurc. Iic gives a destitute vete-
ran a loan despite the B ck of colluicral, amd 1s rebuked by his sup-
eriors¢fBit at & club dinner he gclos drunk enough so that he has the

courage to make a dinner speech defending his own bchuvior in the bunk,

THE FILM'S SOLUTION

THUS THE FILH takes very rcal and vital issues «nd poses their sol-
ution in this nanner: If you are ‘sent out into war und get your lhands
burned off -- 1) you will .receive a pair of hooks and superb training
from the navy in how to manipulate them; 2) you must.not be u fool cnd
rebuff your gi#l friend-if you have one, but should realizc thal you
can easily find a woman who will -chéerfully uccept a married - lifc. of
that sort; and 3) you will get $200 a month for life from the govern-
ment., ; : e

IF YOU WERE borh into poverty and come back from army life without
a seat on tk stock exchange waiting 'for you -- 1) you may get:. some
hard knocks in the'. beginmings ‘but “2) you will sooncrer -Liter £ind a
steady job "in your clags™ even ‘ift it “ds not the most crestive one in
the world; 3) banker's  daughters arc just like people, ‘€ven morc so,
wnd ® pueddy onc is sure.to want to marry you —- junk bugincss or no.
IF YOU VILE a bankep originally but have had your cyes opened to «
thing or two == 1) you will come bick te an cxtremely comforteble home
and job, and certainly never: have to worry about natcrial concerns; 2} -
you may feel uneacy about some business practicesy but is’you have a
E;ngXtTﬂ cocktails @ day you cah -mungge to Be happy though bleury-
IN OTHER WOLDS, the film, rather. than dealing with the problen ger-
~iously, takes up each individual . conflict und pidg¢~iracks it in terms
of wishy washy relationshins involving-Hollywoodian. goodnéss znd bud
ness, The movie has the conventionzl hippy ending, the ..udiénce leoves
satisfied -~ on what basis? Beeause ‘even though Fred's wifé -wos o
floozy, she 1left him just in time for him 10 narry swect Peggy. DBe=
cause even though we start.out with'a ‘terrifying sensc of isol.tion
and dispossission of thc working: éliss veteran, just when tels most
down and out there's a derrick waiting for him 'on which.to work, -

THE THOUSLNDS OF vetcrans who were seriously  jolted mentally' ond
physically during the war &nd came. back unzble to. find &  home -or a
* good job, arc expected to:projcet themsclves into the fudry tule Peso-
lution of the typicel (American Boone City boys, ~llollywood ‘hus ‘done
Il1gth1ng more thon to exploit the plot opportunitics, . offered by this
Living situation to construct @ wiity, humanc but' 'supcrficial romunce,
[nstead of a mean uncle L6 provide the confliei, we havc the veteruan's
oroblem., Serious sccialcommentiry? Noe o @ T e

I0W SOLDIERS TaLK

SIGNIFICANT TOO IS the fact that in the film none of, the soldiers
wven gpecks of the war in the half-way anulyticalor wondering fashion.
.8 did the GIs in some wertime movies. he.wen-cre¢’ siuply unquestion=
ng on the subject, cven though the piciure witempts to present & por-
rzit of their 1lives in relation to the wer's aftermathw, In one pig=-
ifieant scenc in a drug store, a fascist tells the disablcd suilor
hat we fought on the vwrong side, that "we should have minded our own
usiness." The sailor shouts in desperction that he suw four hundred
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4 YEAR AFTEIR

Trees in bloom

And flowers glowing
Birds rejoice

Wihere love keeps growing

Through these days

of fearful watching.
Youthful hopes

Are bright — and touching.

Nature wears

Green, shining sashes
Half our world

Lies = gray - in ashes.

H. J-8. y

By .

buddies in an hour, was that for
nothing?

THIS IS BHE sum total of the
thought, the idea which Holly-
wood permita itself; a gquestion
poeced by a fascist and a reply
which, while emotionally under-—
etandable, is not logically rel-
event.

ANL 80 WE see that wewen if
Hollywood has here touched on a
vital social and human problem
and has expended a certain amount
of technical skill, its method is
8till the same old simple good—
and-bad approach of the cowboy,
gangster and love story films.
of actual characters,

The complexity of life,
the realities of social relat1cnships the epon

e L IRETER

THE "ECOLE TRUTE

Tre aead do not speak,
They are dust.

The weeping is done,
And the crosses

Stand on parade: -
Bymbole to our pride
And cared for

By a grateful nation.

The dead do not speak.
Who say that they do?
Let us laugh at him,
For we know better -
We who saw them die,
We who buried

And avenged them -

We declare:

The dead do not speak.

And if they could speak —--
What, if they could speak?
Tculé they be wiser?

Did not so many of us live
And suffer more than they (7)
And longer?

And: do we speak?

Or: are we wiser?

The dead do not speak,
T hey are dust.
And we, Wwho know about then,
Are tlred and have lost
The courage
To speak.
H.J-8.

the shadings

taneoug and unstereutyped aspects of human emotion — all of thesethe
picture cannot grasp, for as virtually all of Hollywood's productions
it is not honest or sericus in ite intentions.

( This review was submitted to Labor Action,and printed, by a New
York Socialist Youth League member, Jackie Robbins.)



REPORT FROM THEPARTY ON:
UNITY WITH SWP

IN AFRIL OF 1940 the Trotskyist movement in the United States was
split. The majority group led by comrade J. P. Cannon retained the
name of the Socialist Workers P arty; the minority, " led by Max Schact—
man took the name, WORKERS PARTY. The split itself wae the oculmina-
tion of many months of factional struggle over ' the political course
to be followed by the Trotskyist movement in the war. Central to
these issues of dispute was the all important "Russian questiont.

IT WILL BE recalled that in April of 1940 all Europe was engaged in
war. Russia had made a pct with Germany in the latter part of August
1838. Beveral days later Germany invaded Poland and met the Russian
armies at a predetermined line in that country. Russia also invaded
Finland and the Baltic countries.

AT THAT TIME the official position of the Trotskyist movement Te®
garded Russia as a Workers State. But not simply that. It held that
This Workers State which retained many economic and social characterissi
tice of the changes brought about by the revolution of 1917(National-
ized property)etc.) was degenerating thanks to the international and
national policies of the Stalin bureaucracy. Stalin had wrested the
rower of the Communist Party and the Russian State from its Leninist
leadership and was inflicting vigorous hammer blowe at the revolution.
by physically exterminating the Leninist leadership; by destroying the
Connunist Parfy in HRussia and elsewhere; by isolating Rupsia from the
international working class; and by disarming the -Russian Revolution
by a systematic destruction of the_ institutions of éxpression and
elimination of workers democraoy. J‘he Trotskyists characterized Rue-
eianas a degenerated Workers State. It called for a political revolu-
tion to overthrow the regime of Stalin and .substitute the Party and
principles of Renin. ‘It held that despite the distortions of the Rev-
olution imposed by the redctionary Stalin it was the duty of all rev-
olutionaries to defend the Soviet Union from imperialist attack. There
were in the Fourth International groups which disputed that Russia was
a Workers State but they constituted a small minority at that.tinme.

WHEN RUSSIA INVADED Poland and Finland the minority in the Social-
igt Workere Party, condemned the invasion as " Stalinist Imperielism.
As R useia became integrally involved in the imperialist war the minor—
ity vigorously opposed the old formula of "Defense of the Soviet Union®
The Majority clung to the traditional -slogan.  Their " cry for the der:-
ense of the "Workers Fatherland!, was oountered by us with a denuncea-
tion of the war as imperialist on both sides.

APTER THE FORMATION of the Workers Party the character of t he Rus-
sianState under 8talin underwent re-examination. ' The concept that
Russia was a degenerated Workers State, was abandoned by us (but re-
tained by tse SWP ). Our new analyeis was codified 1in a resolution
which characterifed Russia as a " Bureaucratic Collictivist 3% ate™,
which we contended was anti-workingclass and counter-revolutiondry.
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A3 THE SECOND world war was drawing to its close, particularly afte)
the end of the war in Europe, a new minority was crystalized in the
ST P led by comrades Golman and M, rrow. When comrade Cannon declared
that the "Defense of the Soviet ﬁninn" (To which he and the majority
of the EWP adhered) had receded into the background, and that the main
tagk was now the defense of the European Revclution against Staliniste
onslaughts, Comrades Goldman and Morrow called for the ,unification of
the two Trotskyist parties (Workers Party and Socialist Workers Farty)
in the U.S. They argued that with the change in the world situation,
and the receesion of the Russian question intoc a secondary of passive
phase, sufficient areas of political and programmatic agreemax t exist-
ed between the two parties to make unity not only possible, but manda-
tory. The Workers Party, immediately supported the proposition of
igmradaa Goldman and Morrow and proposed the opening of unity negotia-

0ornge.

THE 6WP, ALTHOUGH agreeing to hold some meetings of the negotiating
committees {%o probe the areas of disagreement ) did not declare for
unity and after some monthe unification negotiations fell through.
Comrade Goldman and a group of his followers then denounced the 8&WP
majority for having blocked the unity, and despite many differénces
which the Goldman minority had (and still has ) with the W.P., joined
the Workers Party _ . :

IN FEBRUARY OF 1947, three monthe after the National Convention of
the S&%P had categoricaily rejected unity and expelled from its party
the outstanding proponent for unity (Comrade Morrow), a series of swift
developments occured which reopened the question of unity once more.
The Workers Party, in response to these developments, convened a spec~
ial meeting of ite national committee which went on record reiterating
its former position for .unity. About a week later, the SWP held a
n%@ional committee meeting at which it too took a position for unific-
ation.

§INCE THEN, EACH party has elected three representatives 1o serve
on & joint negotiating committee. This committee has met several
times and have ocome to smme agreements as to collaboration of the two
parties in several fields of activity where such collaboration point-
ing toward unity is practicable. For example, the two reliefforganiz-
ations were merged. Local unite of each party have been directed to
eléattjoint local committees to direct collaboration in the mass org-
anizations, to arrange joint public meetings where posseible. Origin-
ally it was expected that our first joint public meeting would be held
to celebrate May Day, but several weeks ago Wwe were informed by the
SWP that they are opposed to a joint May Day meeting on grounds that
such a2 joint meeting would restrict their political propaganda and ie
therefore inadvisable. They also asserted that their membership was
desirious of examining more carefully the implications of unity. The
W.P. representatives disagreed with the argument and regretted very
much the decision against a joint May Day meeting.

THIS IS ABOUT where matters stand today. The W.P. looks forward to
the consummation of unity between the W.P. and the B8.W.P: Such a merge
er will forge am instrument which will more effectively advance the in-
terests of the American and International Working Class.

Nathan Gould
‘Dir. of Org.
Workers Party
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