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Mary had a little lot, the 30.11 Was. Very moor;
fBut still she kept it all the same, and struzg zled to get more,

" She kept the lot until one day, the people settled down——
And whara a wilderness hnd been, grew up a thriving town.

-_~j;ﬁ;Tth Mary ronted out her lot (She would not sell, you know)--
; J"ind waited natlantly about for prices still to grow.

'They grew, as nopulation came, and Mrry raised the rent,
;Hith common food and raiment now, sho could not be content;

__"Shu huilt hor up a mansion fine--had bric-a-brac galore--
T:;ﬂnd every time the prices rose, she raisad the rent some more.

: '“What makes the lot keep Hmry got", the stnrving pauple crv~~
:q_ "ﬂhy, Hary kaeps the 1ct. yau knpw“ the wcnlthy would reply
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from Soclalist St-nderd - Seo 51

Peaco talk is the harbinger of wer: she louder the talk the nearer the var.

When governmonts are protesting their peaceful intontions and pacifists are loud in
their demuncietion of wer, one con be sure thet a war is in the offing.

Betweon the wars of the presont century a collectlon of peace orgnnizations
sprouted up, flourished, sprend and propagated until the outbreak of the noxt war
withercd them up and they shrivelled to insignificance. Again, today, we are con-
fronted with a botech of them. There arc peace committeces, peace councils, paence
unions, peacoc socicties, peace conferences and all the conglomoration of orsonisao-
tions thnt go to moke up the "peace moverment.

The attitude of the majority of perce orronisations is that war is wickot, that
it is immoral, = crime against society. This sppronch to the problem of wor is large-
ly emotional, ~nd, because it is rooted in emotion, the "peace movement" is doomcd Yo
futility. It attracts the sentimental and not the understanding opponcnts of wnr.

The very seme sentiment thet will urge a man to support a peace orgzanisation
will drive him to support a war. The propscect of war with its slaughtor ond suffer-
ing is, undoubtedly, vile and revolting. It is understandable that any humen being
should brend it as immoral and seek to ovpose it. But a prospective cnemy is alweps
portrayed ns o vile nnd vicious benst, revolting atrocity tales are circulated »rd
he is proclaimcd the enemy of all deconcy, morslity and of civilisation in ecneral.
Whether the foec be enlled a Boer, a Hun, a Fascist or a Communist, he is caricatured
as a destroyer of rll th-t gemiine porce-loving veople hold desr. The sentimental -
ists turn their attention from the horrors of war to the new horror that is presenid.
The emotional scoker nftor pence ‘is asked, "What would you do if a German, or a Ko:o-
ean or a Russian were to rnpe your sister or to murder your mothor?" and immedintely
he becomes ~n cqually emotional war-time flag-warger. The same nrguments tant he
previously uscd agninst war he crn now use sgninst the prospective cnomy. So the
peace orgnnisations fade. y

Prior to the 1939-45 war o group of pacifists, some of whom wore membors of bhe
society of fricnds, published a booklot entitled "The Roots of War'. In this booklek
they quoted from "Conseription and Conscience" by J.W. Graham: "At the outbroak of
the Great Wor 905 of the peace movement disaopearcd like snow before the summer sun
and 32% of the ~vailable young men in tho socicty of friends joined up." That re-
ferred to the 1914-18 war, The position did not change before the last one, During
1935 millions of poople signed a Peace 3allet. Four years later most of thom hed for-
gotten all about it or would have justified their support of the impending war with
similar arguments to those that they had previocusly uscd in frvor of peaco.

The pacifist solution to the problem of w'r is to uree everyono to resist war
service and conscious support ofwar sfforts. Tho argument is, if overyone refused to
participate in war there could be no wer., True. But one could as readily soy thot
if everyone refused to be uncmployed there could be no uncmployment. The logic is
sound, but the promise is false. A widespread refusel to participate in wor will not,
and cannot spring from the sloghy soll of cmotionalism. Tt musthave its roots in an
understonding of the cause of war, the purposes for which wrrs are fought and o recog-
nition of world-wide.class intorests, irrespective of nationality, longuage, color,
seX or any otner sectional division. When the mejority of workers roalise thet they
have a common interest with those whom they are sont to kill and thnt the renrl enemy
is the socizl class that sends them to do the killing, then there is prospect of an
end to war., Until then, mere sentiment will no more gtop future wars then it has
staved them off in the past. Sentiment is the hotbed from which grows patriotism,
racialprejudice, hatred of forcigners and national bigetry, nll of which can be suit-
ably fertilised by propaganda, religious teaching, mertial msie, ete. :

Practically all of the perce organisntions mrke groat ploy of decleining against
instruments of mess slaughter such as the atom bomb., They scldom direct any opposi-
tion to killing by bayonetting or rifle sniping. The individual methods of killing
ere seloctive and are usually confined to the soldiors in the front line of battlc,
but the instrumonts of mass destruction arcnot selective, they do not discrimincts
between the soldier and the eivilian,-mnle and female, the old and the young, god wor-




shipper and atheist, liberal and labourite,’ or, what is more importont, between wor-
ker and copitalist. Radio-rctivity is no respecter of persons.

If the opposition is to killing, why direct it at one particular insturmont of
destruction even tho it may be
the most spectacular, Is death .
less objectionable when due to !
disembowelling by & bayonet |
than when it is caused by dis-
integration by Gamma rays?
Such specialised opposition to /
the instruments of mass destr- f)
uction sugzests a desire to es- —
cape the consequences of modern
war rather than a desire to el-
iminate the evil of wer itself.
It suggests a fear rather than
an indignation.

All such opposition to mass &
killing, otom bombs, as well as ]
to war propaganda and armament ,.\E
manufacture, is oppeosition to St g
the affc;ts of war and not te ,f ﬂ?_
war itself. The perce organ- R
izations, admirable ns their fir
intentions moy be, are useless Elhvais=
for the purpose of preventing Y
war. War is a product of so- ﬁb{“}f“ﬂ
cial conditions and those cond- «{mE:E;
itions must be examined for its ‘i o
canse before it can be eradice- i ooy MRS
ted. Socialism nlone has the £ L 4
solution that can end war for s Gt ;
a8l time. R : :
There is znother approach e T - e

to the war oroblom that would : ) DT e
be humorous were it not thnt :
so many workers are deluded by
it. There are those whoclaim

that by the superior might of "I'suppose those buvsteel wonderdut whey,
an associated group of notions, v They me b+ They nade *_l'c‘. :
would-be agerodésors crn be wacld "sote for @ uere e Y.

scared away from war, This is

the line taken by the majority ;

of governments todeay. Armoments nre piled u» by blocs of states in order to intimi-
date other blocs ~nd thus crowd the world with snarling fighters who sre all afraid

to start saything for fear of getting a licking. Thewhole argument is, of course,
nonsense. The Lergue of nations was based on this iden, Just as is u.n.o. today.

The lengue of nations could not intinidate italy when it invrded abyssinia, nor could
it prevent the last world war. The cxistencs of u.n.o. did not prevent the wor in
korea nor will it prevent the greater war that is looming mhead. Atlontic pacts, the

. grouping of western powers, russia and oriental alliances ~re nll of the same order.
-The increased military might that results from an alliance betwoon & number of states
~1s heralded 2s a foree for peace., Bunkum! It is just so much incronsed strength

when the war starts. The smollest and weakest of nations are driven to war by the
force of capitalist comnetition, even agninst mightier competitors. Militory strengti
- may defer but connot prevent the ultimate use of military force to settle internatics .-
. al conflicts.

 This"perce by force" nrgument goes hand in hand with the well propagated idea that
it is always the other fellow who is the villain, No government over admits that it

is the aggressor. Each cepitalist state protests that it is pining for peacec but

~ that others will not le-~ve it alone. Vorious opponents arise with purtlgn cxpression




“to disturb the pence. Once it was the French, then the germans and the turks, now

the .russians, 1In each of those countries the aggressor is some other nation. Bri-
tain claimed thot hitler was warlike and started the last war, russia attacked fin-

land to safoguard itself against eggression, hitler and russolini wanted pooce but

warmongoering britain was aggressive. "Plemse sir, it wasn't me, it was that other

boy". So thoy hoodwink the emotional pacifists and wean them away from thelr peace
organisntions into an nll-out war offort. q

The commmnist-inspired peace conference, likewise, have nothing to offer. The
acrobatics of the communist party during the last war are still fresh in our memory.
Always tho policy is in line with the foreign allinnces of the russion zov't. If
russia and britain are allics, the communists are patriotic enthusiasts, If russia
i1s in the opposite camp, 1t is a war of capitalist imperinlism against the workers
of the enst, and the commnists are anti-war. Any protestations of peace coming fron
the commnist party indiente the requirements of the russinn foregin office. Thu
indiention now is that Bussin is not yet prepared to face a war. But the fighting
pacifist specches at the peace conferance attrnct a lot of well-intentioned tut sen-
timental pacifist workers.

High profits and low wages indicate that the workers r~re producing = Lot of wealil
that does not come back to them in their weekly wage packets. It is in the scramble
to acquire profit that cmpitnlist groups come into conflict with one cmother, Cer-
tain necessities to modern civilisation such as petroleum and rubber are only to be
ottained from particular parts of the world., Their production and salc offers great
profit., National capitalist sroups jostle for control of these zreas. Thoy Tgue,
they enter into diplomatic relntions, they place their crsc bafore u.n.o. and thoy
bulld armaments ogrinst the day when they must fight for survival., If ono group
gives up the struggle even for n short while it is swomped by its rivals. Constant
alertness is vitel and a preparadness to resort to arms whon tho nationnl economic
1ife is being strangled which, for the capitalist, means whon his profits arebeing
diverted into someone else's pocket.

There is no Working-class interest to be served in any capitalist wor, They ere
not worth tho shedding of Working-Clnss blood. But the workers must not be pacific
There is o war to fight, a war against those who would maintain the existing system
of production for profit. The ¢lass war, That calls for a very determined and fighs
ing Working Class, not a sentimentnl pacifist one. The question of morals or the
evil of war docs not enter into it. Where there is a conflict of intcrest there mus?
by a roadiness to fight, If we object. to fighting then we rust romove the conflic-
ting interests. If we remove the capitalist Clase we shall have solved the problem
of all wars, intornational =s well as Class, But we shall not remove the crpitalist
Class with scntiment and talk about morality.

voeW. Waters

A Pox on Both Blocs
veod. Loeb
Stalinists and rcd-baiters:
Egually calumnintors.

RANDOM JABS
THE UNION SCENE: A few ye-rs ago, when the AFL & CIO announced they were prepared to
discuss orgenic unity, workers of the nation were thrilled with tho propooct of a
powerful, united trade unionmovement. Nogotiotion committecs nvpointed by both or-
ganizations met several times without accomplishing anything tengible, The fossil-
ized afl officialdom, whose ldealogy lags several decades behind the times, could nci
fit the cio unions into its craft union set-up and their greedy and puwer-hungry bur-
eaucrats could only visualize millions of new, dues payers. The cio saw in any at-
tempt toparcel out in members among the craft unions the destruction of the shop and
industry wide strength they had achieved and a subordinate role for their leaders in




Afl governing bodies. On this the proposnl foundered nnd thehopes of the millions
went down the drain.

While the honeymoon was on there was created the United Labor Policy Committee
which coordinated asctivity in certain spheres. This the afl executive council, com-
posed of the top and most reactionary leaders, suddenly and without warning decided
to abandon and with 1t sent the prospect of unity. The aft convention, alwoys a cut
and dried affair dominnted from the top, approved the counéil action. This did not
prevent the pious frauds from issuing sugary statements approving unity which. they
had just killed.

ANOTHER "SOCIALIST VICTORY: Rudolph halley, candidate of the liberal party, nye,

for pres of the city council, and endorsed bty the socialist party and the independent
socinlist league, hnas been elected. Halley, independent democrat (whatever that may
mean) ond entirely unknown until appeinted counsel to the kefauver crime committece.
has in tho pnst been the recipient of party favers, btut suddenly discovered his In-
dependence when the l.p., run by local trade union burcaucrats and renegnade socians:
decided to erpitalize on his publicity ~nd nominate him. Inmsmch ~s tho democradic
machine hos been falling apart for the past few years and people's resentment ngairs
the flagront graft and corruption that pervades the whole goverament is at o high,
halley became 2 knight in shinking rrmor.

The s.p., in endorsing halley, made a plntitudinéus statement about wanting to
rid the city of graft nnd corruption, ne if it werc possidle in n degonerating soc--
iety in which money has nlwnys been god and no one asks how you got it but have you
zot it, Probably tho renl renson is that it hed to hide its utter impotoncy, broughi
on by meny years of lying about socinlism, because in the last election it polied
all of BOO rotes, and its prospects were worse this year!

The i.8.1l., cxzponent of svurious marxism, and bourgeois socialism, gives this
curious cxwlanstion of its hnlley endorsement, which is reminiscont of thelr "Abner"
nonsensc. It does not approve of the liberal party, or of halley, or of their plat-
form, But -in voting for l.p., the workers will brenk from their previous support of
the two old partics ond this they interpret ns = step in the direction of independ-
ent labor politics. It does not matter to these tactical geniuses that the l.p. has
in this compaign as in the past (as e copltalist party) endorsed many dcmocrats end
republicans, With this kind of logic one cnn rationalize anything. 3ut i.s.l. has
now achieved its "Socialist" level--with the liberal porty and the socialist party.
GRATITUDE: With due appreciation for services rendered, british capitalism in the
person of its figureherd, king george, has conferred onthe phony "socialist" and for-
mor prime minister clement stlee, the order of merit. The award is given for "ox-
ceptional service to the british empire" and is the highest honor that could be be-
stowed short of a peerage. .

NO LAUGEING MATTER: Dean acheson has gone before the u.n. genersl assembly with a
"disarmement proposal" allegedly sincere but actually as james reston has pointed
out in the ¥.Y. times, it "was not intended to end the cold wnr, but to wage the
cold war more effectively". Vishinsky responded with laughter and then demonstrated
that he could be as big a hypocrite m»s =scheson by talking sbout an end to the korecn
war and then aborting any perceful settlement by reviving a demand that the chinese-
korean nogoitotiors had alrendy mbandoned, Vishinsky and acheson may langh now as
heartily as thov plesse as they play their pame of power politics with human lives
as stakes. But there is an old but apt saying, "he who laughs last, laughs best".
When the world's Working Class, conscious of its historic mission ond. deternined to
achieve it, talkes its place in the game then the apologists for both capitonlism and
stalinism will be laughing out of the other side of their faces.

UPSEZ-DAISY: The 0.p.s. has announced new price regulations permitting increases in
about 1/L4 of the country's mamufactured goods including furniture, household spplin-
nces, rubbor products and many processed foods. OP5 ~lso mimed a blow at the worlk-
ers stomnchs by 1lifting the ceilings on lamb, veal and mutton. Last weck it was in-
come taxcs.that went up; »lso milk (in ¥.Y.) and corned beef, tho latter a dime a
pound, The 10¢ glass of becn is joining the nickel glass and the dinasaur in ex-
tinction. Vhat will go us next woek, next month, next year? -Had cnough? They how -
about lending a hand and doing your bit to build tho Socialist movemont?

SELECTIVE PROSDCUTION: The govt is presently engnged, as a matter of policy, in pro-
secuting only about 1/10 of the known violators of o.p.s. price regulations, Can you




imagine the gov't presecuting only lflﬁ of the known burglars, pcilkoockets, corn dis-
tillers, etc? BPut these are only common criminals, Violators of OPS rocgulotions nre
not "common" people, hence the "seclective prosccution" policy which in cffoct condones
the infringoment of the law. At the same time the gov't announces the cppointment of
a special commission to investigrnte violatlons of its wnge freoeze rcguletions. Want

to bet thatthis body's findings wont be nullified by the farce of "selective prosecutio
IT TAKES BRATNS TO BE A BOSS: Harry bennet, vno-timo intimate and right-h~nd mon of
the latc henry ford gives many revealing pictures of what intellectual gimnts our fin-
ancial giants really are, in his book "We Never Cnlled Him Henry'. Such o picture as
this one for oxample: "If Mr. Ford put on a sock inside out in the morning, he'd never
chango it. Ho was afraid of black cats, walking under ladders, brenRing mirrors and
2ll the rest of it. And on r Friday the thirteenth, you could hnrdly get him to move.!
The spectncle of a millionaire-many-times-over wearing his socks insido out, ducking
black cats ond immobilized on Friday the thirteenth provides some much neceded humer

in an otherwise grim world. But for a serious explanation of why those big-monied

but little-broined bourgeois =ct this way, road Paml Lafargue's "Socinl and Philosoph-
ical Studies". ¢
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Once-in-a-while-there's-a-bad-strike department: 200 Northern Irish girle struck
a panjamn factory beecsuse their ass't forewoman left the Roman church and married a
Protestont. The girls demanded that the "heretic" be fired, tut the superintendent
refused....

THIRD CAMP SENTIMENT: Dispatches revealing anti-Stalinist riots in North Korea
also say Horth Koreams are "bitter" over u.s.-u.n. bombings. When asked whether he
preferred the u.s.or stalinist war camps, a korenn pecsant renlied: "Does the blade
of grass crre whether it is enten by the horse or the cowi"....

Korean laborers for the u.s. army, demanding daily wnge increases nveoring about
L7¢, roveal that their present daily wnge of -pproximately 35¢ mects less then 1/3 of
a typical fomily's living costs...

Reports say hundreds of chinese stalinist soldiers matineed near conton ond joinec
gaerillas...

Criminals close to the corrupt chinese nntionalists are smuggling dope into the u.

The Buth Roynolds Defense Committee is sppealing her 2 to 6 veor hard laobor sen-—
tence on charges of merely taking an oath to support Puerto Rican Nationalists. The
gov't claims this was an "overt" act, part of a conspiracy "to overthrow thc gov't by
force and violence", However, Buth Reynolds is a pncifist. She wont to puerto rico
in 1948 as o fellowship of reconciliation member to investignte a student strike, and
stayed there. In a letter to friends she reported that another woman wes ziven a life
sentenco on assassination charges "when all tho evidence brought ngainst her wes that
she cooked in her home for her husband, her sons and their friends". Besides Ruth
Reynolds, 400 pucrto rican WORKERS nre victims of similar "conspirney" charges....
fellow WORTERS-LET US STRIVE CONSTANTLY TOWARD THE EMANCIPATION OF OUR FILLOW WORKERS
IN PUZRTO RICO, AT PRESENT STARVING, ILI~HOUSED-ILL-CLOTHED, FROM THE FEUDAL TOIL ¥OR
THE PROFITS OF THE GREEDY RICH 3EASTS OF CAPITALISM IN THE U.S.-FUNDS TO FIGHT THE
CONVICTION THRU THE COURTS AND TO GET EXTRA FOOD TO HER CAN.BE SENT TO "RUTH REYNOLDS
DEFENSE COMMITTEE, Julius Eichel, Treas. 769 St. M=rks Av., Bklyn 13 NY.

The fascist gov't of Venezuela is trying to strengthen its grip, after the sup-
pression of o Democratic Action party revolt. Contrary to some capitalist press re-
ports, the rovolt wes not Stalinist-inspired. A full-scale democratic revelution may
soon erupt in Venczuela....

A rebellion in the central nsimn soviet republic of kazakhstan rccontly occurred
when stalinist secret police clnshed with peasants. The mvd secret police were re-
quisitioning crops. And the police were scizing smnll individually-owned gordens now
being "collectivized"--that is, drawn into the slave-statized farm systom.....

Bstimated number anti-stolinist guerillas behind the iron curtain in ocastern
europe at & million to 1 million men, And the number is growing. Thoy operate from:
the mountsins of Czechoslovakia, Romania, Bulgaria and Hungary, and the marshes of
Poland, Strlinists cont wipe out tho-guerillas because they are scattored in emall




bands. Many of these anti-gtalinist g-arillas are Rovelutionsry Socinlists....

Unitaﬁ press revorts that lithuaninns and ukrainians, as well as voles, compriee
the large guerilla units fighting stalinism in poland. Recently, 8,000 guerillas
defeated stalinist troops ot ossowiec. Hounting snbotnge of ataliniat troins in
poland hos forced the stalinists to transfer thoir cast german cxports to sca lanes.
reports say underground attacks on railronds have pinned down 3 russion divisions
for gunrd 'l'hlt::qu.ntrirn

Dispatches from premior malan's south africa roveal that white police hove been
torturing negroes more often., (Somebody should tell dictator Malan nnd other race
haters that PEOPLE WHO CANT LIVE AND LET LIVE SHOULD DROF DEAD.) Support is expec~
ted to grow in south africa for the anti-segregation, dircct action crrmaign of
Gandhis son, mofilel gandhi, who recently defied malans statec by sitting ina "ourop-
eans only" library and r.r. station...

The molanazi gov't, comprising Hitler supporters during W.W. 2, has started =
new witch hunt., The fascist gov't has sent lettors to anti-communist labor union-

" ists saying thoy will be listed as members of tho outlawed communist party unless
they can prove otherwise. The burden of vproof is entirely on the accused. Little
time is given to make representations agzainst the charges, nand the justice ministry
has the finol decision. The malon regime also is nttacking the anti-gov't veterans
movement as "ecommmnist".......

German WORKERS held an anti-stalinist rally on the orst-west borlin border until
stalinist cast zone police broke up the meeting by firing shots. Lator, gorman youns
stalinists "invaded" west berline to clash with police...

The world fed. of trade unions shceduled its 1951 general council meceting for
Nov 15-21in Berlin---where it was invitod by the "free" german trade unions of the
stalinist zone., 3By now, everybodys got the wftu's number. I%'s on the Hoscow cx-
change.....

Jepanc.o rearmament, added to the present heavy taxes on low incomes, is cxpec-
ted to deopross workers living standards still further. Tha tokyo chamber of commerc:
wants to incrcase the working dey from 8 to 10 hours and further weaken tho already
restrictod unions. Left Socinlists may profit from rising working class discontent.

Japonese students at osnkn municipal univ. held a 3-day striko to protest roti-
fication of the i1.s, imperialist tresty and "sccurity" pact with japan., Also, the
national Federntion of Students Sclf-Gov't assn dﬂcidad to hold = nationwide drive
againgt the tronty....

Spokesmen for the Third Camp Indian Socialist Farty and the Jﬂwﬂncse Socialist
Party proposcd that all Asian Socialist Parties hold n confercnce soon. The propo-
sal was made by Dr. rammsanchar lohin of indin nnd hirco wnda of japan, both choir-
men of their parties foroign affairs cormitteos.

DAILY WO(KER PLEASE COFY: Incrensed discontont with stalinist wolicy nmong Ital-
ian Worlkers fooled into joining the ¢,p. explains the bankruptcy and suépcnsion of
the stalinist daily paper in bologna. The peper, il progresso d'italin, stopped.
publishing after stalinist-dominnted cooperatives rofused to céntimuec financing it.
Almost all the remaining italian stalinist dailies also are loosing moncy....

14 Czech slave laborers excaped from stalinist uranium mines. They tunncled in
an abandoned shaft until they reached o voint beyond the slave crmp aroa. They they
dug up to the surface and crossed the Czech border into west germany....

Rofugee Workers from stalinist countries often are jailed in west germany and
austria as "illegal" entries.....

Waltor winchell says a threatened north african arab uprising against the french
rulers "menaces" not only the fremch state but the whole atlantic pect alliance. It
would bo o "disaster", winchell sald in his droadeast, If the north africon, anti-
stalinist progressive nationalists liberated themselves it would be a disaster for
french and wall St. imperialism. But it would be a disaster for stalin, too--be-
cause the russian dictator docsnt like to see successful colonial ~nd progressive
movements not under stalinist contrel. This frct wnent mentioned by the cxtremely
wealthy, pro-wall st. winchell. (Incidentally, winchell brondeasts just before
louella parsons over abes network sunday nights. They go well together. They shouls
go off together. Off the air. They have too much of the "common" touch,....

Many strikes in indonesia are resulting from inflation. The right-wing Nation-
alist gov't continues to arrest stalinists, and members of the semi-trotsigyist Murba .



party and the fascist-like dnr-ul-islam. ZXErch of these groups has private armies,
Gerillas often fight.... = * - '
The french "social sceurity" fund is almost broke.....
CRITICAL FOTE--~ South Sea Islanders clase americrn movies sg either Mrigs-kisg"
or "bang-bang",
vy John Loob

Construction has been running at a high level in the industrisl field snd in
gov't+finoncial war "mobilization"scctors. Bui it has been relativoly low in com-
mercial building and in housing for the people.

Housing starts: With 1/3 of the nation still ill-housed the peslk of the building
boom was renched last ye~r when nesrly 1.4 millicn housing uniis were started. The
officinl expectation for this yerr is around 850,000 and may be higher. For next
year it will doubtless be less, with spme of the big mortgage company hends predic-
ting that the actual startsin 1952 will dron around 500,000. ,

Main reasons for the decline in home building this yerr have been the inecreorsed
costs of moterials nlong with shortages due to ths priorities nriring out of the
current war preperations. The gov'ts credit reguistions mnd the "tightness" of mort-
gage money have also contribtuted to the downturn. Mortgase bankers coanductod what
was called in some quarters » "strike" for higher intercst rates.

Pablic low-rent housing: The big real estate lobby attermpted to destroy oven the
feetle zovt program to cleor slums and build houses for lower income groups. The
Housing Act of 1949 enlled for thz building of 135,000 low-rent housing units per
ye > for six years., This fisure was cut dowm to 75,000 by Trumnn and to 5060 by she
house. Then, after tremendous vwrotest, Congress finally ngreod on the Sennte figurc
of 50,000 for this year. :

While this was n victory, it is well to®romember now that 50,000 units spread
out over the u.s. during this fisenl yerr, will moet but a2 tiny fraction of the neecd.
That need is suggested by the fact that nlmost a third of the housing units in the
coantry, or 11.7 million, were clmssified by the 1950 census nas dilepidoted, lacic-
ing private indoor or flush toilets or baths and having no hot or cold runaing wovow,

Housing for military personnel: Recent exposures in varlous varts of the cocuntry
by a sonate gub-committee indicrte thnt houeing for army, nnvy, marine and sir--forco
slaves was "shocking" with landlords cheating the families of these slaves ond wiih
no restrictions on the rent charged. The committee found "numorous instrneces of
substandard housing r~nd rent gouging" (Tines 9134} In one ploce nenr Fort Dix, 23
slave femilies wore sharing a single toilet, shower and woshroom. In o nenrby area
a group of "decrepit tnttered shanties" were described, Thers is no running wnter
availeble, water being secured from = filthy. community purp which swarms with flies.
The only tdilet frcilities are suvplied by o privy some 100 yords awoy™.

Zffects of wrr policy on school buildines: Govt production ~uthoritics have hnl-
ted construction of 731 school projects and denled steel to 200 others, desnite the
fact thot school building wrograns are far behind schedule, Alre~dy, because of
inadequate focilities, millions of school children nre attending school only part-
time. Nenrly 4 million children of school age nre not enrolled in school.
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TEE PFIGHT AGAINST CONSCRIPZIIOH

The Fational Council Against Conscription reports that another round in the
struggle against umt will soon be fought. The commission nupointed by truman to draft
a proposad umt progrrm is expected to meke its report scon. Perhaps it will have
done so by the time you rcceive this issue of SM, After the report has been spproved
by the sec, of dofonse, the ermed services committees of congress will propare leg-
iglation to submit to the house mnd sennte. Afinnl vote in congress will probably
take place sometime after the first of 52,

As Socinlists and there ovponents of capitalist wars, we suponort the carpaign
of NOAC to defent umt. Thore exists npparently, a 50/50 chance of doing this. But




it will require o determined effort on the part of every supporter of peace to do it.

We urge you to contribute to the supvort ¢f the WCAC's campaign. Its address is:
1013 Eighteenth St., N,W., Washington 6 D.C. We recognize however, as most of NCAC

does not, that the defeat of UMT would constitute only a moderate setback to the plans
of the warmakers, Their final and crushing defent will coms with the overthrow of
human exploitotion everywhere and the establishment of Secialism. Therefore when you
contributo to the NCAC you should similtaneously contribute to the Libertarian Socia-
list Lengue, Box 770, G.P.0. NY 1 7Y,

We will be plessed to send you further infomation on the relation of world perce
to world Sociclism on request. Your guestions onthis or any other political nnd eco-
nomic topics of the day are invited.

LEAGUE LOG

BR.NY: Mects lst Sat. in esch month nt its Hq Lidertarian Center, 115 West 25 St. 3 fl.

All workers wolcome.

NATIONAL CONVENTION: Details on front cover, but phone AL-5-1046 which is phone of
Locnl a* our Hq., for any help, etc.

SOCIALIST VIEWS (SV): Official diacuasiun'bullatin of LSL: Sub $1 for 5 issues, con-
tact Br, Ghicngu c¢/o Rosen, 1328 E 57 St., Chicego 37 I11l,

LIBERTARIAN WORLD (LW): Published by Cal. Br., 1256 Grande Vistn, Los Angeles 23 Cal.
SGMs _I.SL BRAMCE®S: Chiesgo: 3, Rosen 1328 E 57 St. Chicago 37 I11 - Los Angeles -
"255 Gronde Vistn, Los Angeles 23 Crl - for info re Wnsh D.C., Richmond Va., Phila
write P 0 Box 770 G.P.0O. NY 1 N7,

NYC WEWSTANDS: SM & SV nt Rutkins Stand 42 & Bryant Pork, Rand Book Shop 7 E 15,
newsstand ~t SW corner of 7 Av & 28 5¢,

If anyone knows of some foreign organization of the third comp position} we would
avprecinte tho nnme And address for an exchange of publicotions and o nossihla invi.-
tation to o scon-te-be-held internationel mecting. :

SM has roceived a number of letters commending SM. Since no commlaints have
been recoived we take it that SM is well on the road to becoming the mag that our
friends want. While we aro endeavoring to improve the appesrsnce and contents our
efforts will have been in vain, unless fellow workers help build up the circulation
by subscriptions and more subscriptions. :

To start the ball rolling we ere announcing o "Gift Sub DriVG“ Subscriptions
are et o lot rate 25¢ for U4 months and are well within the reach of all workers, Our
present goal is 250 Gift Subs within 30 days. A4ll that we need is active cooperation.
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Clip & Mnil to SM, 115 W, 25 S¢, NY 1 NY

Enclosed is $1 for a yearly sub to SM

Enclosed is $1 for 5 issues of 3V

| Znclosed is ($) to help build
|  the Socinlist press

Send me more info ~bout LSL




