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MARKISM VERSUS TROTSKYISM
Summary of differencus between MPG gnd Trotsky-Cannon,

This nonvention is +h9 ‘bettle ground of Msrxism asgainst Cemtriam. All
_flne shadings, 8alLi ;ﬁrh coAa lities, all organizaticnal questions recede
.before the central strugzle of the revoluticmary line of the MPC againg
“the cenirist line of Trotsky-Cannon., The job of the convention isto
choose betwsen these two irreconcilable tendencies. Every important

ucstion hes demonstrated the Marxist character of the MPC progrem eund
tlE centr15+ nature of the Tro sky-Cannon positicn.,

Hd ' SPA IN
The MUG p051t10n on the-war in Spefn: fundarentally a struggle between
ﬂﬂELﬂﬂl m.anﬁ_fa=cisﬂ* no eid to the P,F., cepitalist stete; march se-
paJP+a L5 strike together against the fascists; for 4th Intermsticasal-
dstiparty, soviets, workers' independent militias. Trotsky-Canncn
Pﬁbltiun*-"fanﬂﬂmantal cheracter” is x "a strugglk between the carp of
tneﬁ_',qish beurzec is democrracy end the camp of Spanish fascism¥ {f.B.
#Lopdsal; calls for "defense of the Negrin government"(id.p.40), end
Eauﬂrih1 ‘aid to the P.T. cupitalist stete--embellished by M™politicel
“*Ll“lﬂﬂf'hﬂn31ﬁtlni of revcluti neryphrases; veclallations on POUME,
'*glng frﬁm rev o}utionar, Marxist" (S.4., Eap. '36) to traitorous,
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. : CHINA R 5
VPG pcsiticn ~u war in China: imperialist invasion of a semi-colonial
_ecuntry; ne ald te Chinese bourgecis state(Chieng forces); march se=-
1ﬁfﬁtely and strike togethsr egeimst-Japene se_inmperialism; for 4%h.. Ly
internatiinalist porty, suviets, worker-jeesant militias, Trotsky- §
Canneri pusiticn: war is "et present" merely wer ¢f naticral libere-
ticn: werkers must "suppert the.people of Chine end their ermy, 1.e.,
the Chinese beurgecis ie (Trctsky, S.A., 16 Oct. '37); "Chinese pat-
rictism is legitimate and prugresaive"(lﬁ#l p.53);'militery and meter-
isl i3 tc the cepitalist state, adcrned by "a spirit of totel indepents
ence" - soiritualism (Trctsky, SA, 16 Octe '37).

: Second/snd Third Internationals, :
MPC on 2nd snd CI: Seccnd International irreve caby anti-proletarian
since 1914, Third since 1928, . Impossible for "even" o neticnel secticn
of either cna tc beccme bolshevik, Contrary positicn is concilistion
with refornism, which is agency cf bourgecisie.

Trctsky-Canncn pesdition: "The sccial jemceracy™ may "succeed in break-
ing with the beurgscis stats, in trensfcrming itself, and in preparing
itself for the decisive struggle aguinst fascism," (New Internaticnal,
Aug, '24): liquidated ICL secticns into the social denccracy; "perhaps
even entire party organizaticn™ of the LST end CI "can be won for
revcluticnery internationalism."™(SA, 14 Aug, '37); 8s long alf ter1914

as 14 August '37, (in the. Si) Canncn-Shachtman speak of "the pcssibility
of ncrmel development"in which the SPUSA "will go mightily forwerd...
preparing as the revclutionary venguerd of the working class for the
final conflict," Apparently this "possibility" still exists,

LABOR PARTY
MPC on "labor Party"; the only party that can represent the interests
of laber is the Marxist party; all cther parties in reality aid the
cwning class, Cannon~Shachtman cpenly leeve rocn for concept cf "re-
veluticnery laber party" cpart from Merxist purty. (SA, 14 Aug. 137,
p.4), end "oppose’";support of ALP and FLF movements only "At the'®
present time"(id); supported FLP candidates in Minneapclis electicns;
lionideted WP, disorie nting many workers end strengthening illusions. -
i3 the (pro-"Labcr™-Prrty) SP. iy

\UNION AND JOBLESS QUESTION -

MPC ~n laber unicn and uncmployed questicn: for class struggle policy,
“ internal demccragy, organizaticn of the uncrganized, industrial struc-
ture #nd, union unity om basis of these policies; leader ship of and
policies of AFL, CIO, RR brotherhoods, MESA, etc., act as brakes upon
the strugele of the woxkers; need to build progressive groups in all
unions cn basis of foregoing policies; neecd for orgenizing unemploye
on 2lass struggle policies; mma@xfomxmx closely tied up with the
employed workers; fcr progressive group in WAE, etc. Cannon~Shacht-
men: subordinated all lectivities to reformist SP discipline; no jinde-
pendent role in strike wave; liguideted its Naticnal Unemployed League,
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- e WAR

C"on war; o turn imperialist war inbo civil wer; the first encwy d8 = =

in Mour ¢wn" country; the Marxi st organization in a ccuntry must work -

f.ﬂ"f the I‘Evc‘:-lutimary defsat of "its own" bourgecisie; for the intens- =

ificaticn of the proletarism cless wer ia "demoeroticl countries no
less than in fescist lands Mwring war,

TH}FSRH-CHHHQH: on question ¢f whether to work actively for defeat

of "cur cwa” bourgecisie, the key to.revoluticnary defeatisn, their
centrist ambiguity is fatal., "NOT that defegt of cne's owh country
15rt’he lesser evil &s campared mith the defeat of the enemy country"
-~Trotsky, "War ané the Fourth Internaticnal,® p.26, a positicn flowing
from Trotsky's positicn in the first wori¢ war, "Neither victory nor
defuat™; "for the defert of théir own government--NOT for its defeat
by the opposing capitalist pewer"--WP, "War and the Workers," p.l13,

our emphasis); on questicn whether to surport French bourgecisie wien
;gé%;g; with SU, retel equivocation("The (ase of Lecn Trotsky," Dbe

' R USSR
MPC on USSR: Merxists cell for conditiouer, defense of USSR because the
¢sdisive. sections of its econumy remain sccielized; it remeins a workerst
state, a proletarian dictetorshiy; in other aspects: workers rule,
workers democracy, workers contrcl do not sx st, The party-stete buro=
eracy, predeminantly petty-bourgecis in caipes.ticn, is a force serving
the class interests of the bourgsoisiz bat still based on the poole tars
ian dictatorship. Defense of f%e_ﬂﬂ?ﬁ and aidh 'material® or otherwise)
to the burccracy are MJTUALLY EXCLUSIVE, whethc1 in "peace" or during
imperiaT1st armed intervention., Transfor of s$ite pewer fron prole-
teriat to bourgecisie, deciecive restoratior of hourgecils property re-
tations—-these cen nut occur without proveking emmed struggle oo a8
tremendous scele, It is necsssery tc buiid = ¥earth Internaticnalist
party in the Soviet Union, and work tomars en ar -al destruction of the
@rip of the burccracy(i.e,, "political revolutio: ") in order tc restore
the USSE to the prleverictn path--1t0 full scviet rule, workers' demo-
ersiic administrstion, «.f leadershiy for the var 1d reveluticn.

Protsicy-Cannon position: fcil to rzcognize 128" Tthe ;'.-ﬂrt}r—state‘blu'oc—
raey is in its moin cemposition petit-bourgecis 11though it has werkers
and deyeloning Wwurgsois forees; disouss tha burocracy as if extra=-
closs, supra-class; assign dual rcle te the Lup.erecy (pregressive in
80 el 6S. » oy resebtlonary inso far as. . .),;1lsading to a position
of Mmpaterial aid" (necessarily uncond iticnsl 34 4) to Staelinism, which
i3 reality will aid the bourgecisie., Trotsky's centrist positicn
duecapable of working for o Marxien Furty in UBCR.
Lo R MARXISM VS. REVISIGi: Si.
From a stetement of all these sharp concrs.u g.f ferences between the
“MPC line end that of Tretsky-Cannon, thers appser basic differences ‘.
~upen gll the fundamental cencept ¢f Marxist ‘heory. The MBC has MorXx=
4i5% pesiticns, snd Trotsky-Cannon centrist r visicnist, on the class o
‘rature of the state, the charscter cf the va-guard party, the inderenc
o6 of this party, the independemce of the irolstarias, class struggl.
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the path to power, centrism, opem reformism, the permanent revoluticn,
liguidaticnism, revoluticnary defeatism, social petrictism, bourgecis
"democracy, "

Tiu':' LPC las o Mardst prelsterisn cless line: Trctsky-Cannon, an .
eclectic, duslist, equiveeal line, Tne MPC hes a line of struggle, the
Trct sky-Caancn line is defeatist,: ;

ANTI-CAPITAL ISM VERSUS ANTI-STALIN IS
Protskyism is an oppos iticnist tenden ey, whereas the MPC line is ori- -
entcd upon the musses agsinst capitelism, the Trotsky-Cannon line is,
oriented upun advanced-w rkers 4..3111._1: Stalinisn, This orientaticn

e o A i

leads to abject, qecturian perasitism.

uDPEETtTEtiun uppn eritic isihe Stalia*sn, theoretically end practically
excludes & real £ Tizht egaiinst capitalism "or"™ Stalinism, Merecly crit-
ieizing en agency of capitalisn for its "failure" to fight capitaliam
only diuorients the mrkers. As lcng es.the A>peal occupies itself
primaerily with tail-ending F"raliuism, the 1.nIkars will not ewven hear
about the Appeal, Or any thet d¢, will simply say:

"IF YOU KNOW WHAT SHCOULD BE DGLL.., WEY TON'T YCU.DO I’“"”'

But failurs to apnly class straggle policy results inevitably in failure
to ex“cse class ccllaberation, Trobtsky-ism, because it cannct demcns=

trote (he true way, cannct expose tha felse way.

The MPC works for the understanding r:f end the repudlstlcn of the Ap-
peal Administretion's opnositicanist . anti MEI':Ej.ST- course. We fight for

an independent Fouith Inter n&‘t ioml, -

BURO f‘F AnY .
The Administreticao finalJ.:,r putIished .« sketchy proposed agendes for the
Conventicn - but only'cn the wery eve cf the Convention, r:rnl},r after the
MPC had tekenm ths leed in publishing & much superior agenda, and on.iy
after rank-end-file pressure hed ectually fcrced the Administraticn's

‘hand,

But upon most of the questions even on its cen agenda the "lcadership"
has been afraid to submlt its thoses - even tc its om hyper-funigatel

"“I‘ o Lv "l'l.l'qd."ﬂ d-l S kL33 "'.F t“

Gammn-—Shachtnsn cannot defeat the MFC politieally. They Itve been
conpellad, therefore, to try tc suppressit orgenizetionally, Tiey
suprressed a lnc st all the muteriel we submitted to the tardy, scont
intnina l bulletins., They published only two items, om only a single
@estion, and even these only ronths after they hed been subnitted.

The MFC was virtually excludsd fronm the (wholly ina cequate) pre-cor=
Jenticn discussim meetings. The secretery of the MPC was illezally,
by ukase. “declared exp:lled." He wes never furnished any writ ten
charges and mes flatéy denjed a  ¢rial, To prevent him from raking a
‘miacx ity veport et the rirst(and last) "precoiwenticn discussim meet—]-’_
dng" called by. the Chi cago Exoc, Com,, Goldmem & Co. 1llegall;.r pl_gihm-_'_ -
f.l,L,,: __;le“t.e-: comrade. Baaket from the roon, - o




The ‘WAC vraere? Chizszgn to sut cn trial €ll the Chicasorenbsrs of the e

C. Connon-ghachtman know very well that they ceannot defend their
positicns mhen confronted by & Marxist ncliticel l1ireX, Su they &are
inflexivly detemined to deprive the MPC of its right tc a voice cn o
the convention fluor at eny »~né ¢ 1l costs, These centrist burceratsz
vielats the Jdemoeratic rights even of their cwn loyal cpyosit icn, the
LWC grcur. The Appeal rank-and-file must fight tc the lest diseh
azainst the Alministreticnts ccxplete repudiativn of denccratic cent-
ralism, Bubt this fight is inseparatle fron the fight %c adept the
Murxist pclitical line of te MPC,

2 FIET HR A MLBXIST POLIC YL
Comrades of the Anperl! You musé chcose between the two main lines
cenfronting the conventicn,

Up~on the line c¢f Trotsky-Canncn cen be built cnly a miseraole sect of
criticism - thet in reality only hindcrs the working class frou build-
ingz its revcluticnary party.

Upon the revoluticnary line of the MPC cen be built a mishty revolu-
ticnery movement that will wige caopitalist exploitetion off the face
cf the earth,

Ccmrades of the Appeall

REPUIVATE THE CENTRISM OF TROTSKY-CANNON!:!

=

FIGHT FOR A kaXTST POLICK.!!

e — —

JOIN THE MARXIST FPOLICY CCMMITTEEY!!
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