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by K. John Russell

by Pat Desmond . : |
m
FLOVEL L LOVE'S SIMPLE SIGNIFICANT
Cattails sway ahand
and a lover
willows weep ; tender
with good reason. reached out
Salty air beats placed upon another's knee
the wooden guardrails (yours)
...and we're almost there. love's significant - simply
another hand
(yours) L
THATS MY MUSIC MAN reached out
and placed upon the first
softly {
There are people subtle m,
who fade in and out of his life, it's the recognition =
just like the songs of the significance |
that he sings to them. of such

the simple act
Some nights so lonely

that any blue-jean girl would do,

and others, that just being alone

is a freedom

that m_aoﬂ:mm 10 be fought fommms i ssrme vt it
i by Bill Piper
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Music seems as if

it is making him,

rather than his making it. BLUFF-RIDGE OUT BEYOND LOCKPORT: WINTER

That versitile mystery w
that puts food on the table, The trees on bluff-ridge _
wakes him up every morning

: - : Seem to have darkened
and keeps him going all night. The azure ultramarine

By gathering this light
Of sun and glaring snow.
Snow seeps from the w
Crevices of sun warmed _
Limestone as this wall

|

e

And he wonders nervously

if anyone is really listening

- just for a minute-

until the music takes over again.

PPN PE—— |

; A Of air soaks through 1
But z.wmo: out into the darkness, With the songs of twenty
ﬂ%mm%mw_ﬁwwm:mm%wosm Or thirty cedar waxwings/ |
And not only to the music, Poised in the green |
but to the man; because one day, Radiations | |
the music might be over. Of white pine boughs.

Each of their breasts

Seems to gather this light | |
Until it appears
As though they were suns |
Of yellow-filled amber

Coronaed with glowing pine needles.
And it seems that | have witnessed
The migration of flesh into light.




—Lsit alone as the dusk thick

POEMIN THE MANNER OF CHU SHU CHEN

It has been raining for two days.

My stomach is’cramped with hangover.
Rain drips in diagonals

On the underside of sycamore boughs
Like an internal oblique

Muscle in a sagging gut.

The rain will do no good

For the dried ferns set

On the rotting wood porches

On the ass-side of cheap apartments.
Rain striking on the

Lot of mud and cinder

Seems to have bred these

Starlings that cluster on

My eaves and make their

Weird and frantic cries.

Old wrongs haunt me.

| was too drunk

To know what | said to those people.
It is best for a man

To keep his own pain

Locked tightly within.

| am three years older.

Ragged fog settles _
Down dried gullies -

Into Old Brewery Hollow.
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OF COURSE ALYRIC IN LOVE AND SPRING

All spring's moist heat lies

Heavy in your heavy lips and

Moves only by your moving tongue and

| abandon myself to you as

Twigs of shad must tremble,

Under the force of their own  white
blossoming.

by David Houston

UNTITLED

Her hair
was a river to drown in,
and | was drowned in there.

UNTITLED

As my heart
has grown heavy
with the passing
of the year
| lay it down,
and thus emptied
| leave you
fading into memory
becoming one
with those before you
as we became one before.

KEEP ON WEARING GREEN SWEATSHIRTS, BABE.

You don't mind if | call you "babe"...
do you?
Some girls would, you know...

But they're all such
uptight bitches anyway
trying to cram their

"All men are assholes"
guilt trip down my throat...

not like you.

zations,
doyou? no,

You hate me on an individual basis.
For that,

! respect you,

b:be.

by Julie Farley

LATESUMMER

On close August afternoon,
A reliief of raindrops.

A white mist steam

Lazes over the tarbubbles.

All the cars left early today

Full of neighbors in cutoffs and spandex.
Just old Mr. Fox.

Closed up in his air conditioned house
And me and the flies

Lazing on the sticky porch floor.

.




by Ross Moyer
THE FLOWER OF LIFE:

Diana-Venus sophisticated godess,

stands arrayed in all her splendor before me.
Clad in fleecy spider-spun,

revealing her golden sun-kissed bodly,

offers me the Flower of Life.

The honey flows from its petals, asking,
demanding to be sipped,

in reverence, in worship,

of all nature's creative forces.

She warns " Mortal, if you dare to pluck this
bloom

it may destroy you and your world',

| would that you smell not its fragrance,

for the scent is deadly".

‘But then o'Godess, creature of creation,
if you warn of its dangers,
why offer it so appealingly?

‘Because O' mortal,
| as well as you,

as turned by the makers of the world'.

"I must offer you your destruction

for the same reason. that your body fills with
breath.'

'It islife, a gift from the gods,

given without explanation.’

"Stay by me then, Daughter of the Moon,

for I would pluck your blossom,

to savor its fullness and sip its golden nectar’

Open your arms, immortal one,

for who wishes to live when such a death
awaits'?

Clasp me to your breasts,

for death is but a moment,

and we die a million times each day.

BY CHRISTA LANDAS

ONTHERUN

Black shadows dance
against chipped panes,
waltzing feverishly with time.

Faint rays caress living greens and browns.
Shadows grey
their cover lifting.

Images of darkness
skirt the intrusive light.

Enemy!

Hide!

Gone until darkness softly creeps again.
Panes left to dance
with golden dust.

Cathy Machuski

UNTITLED

Pearl and ivory fun house mirrors

distort images, true

to the soul.

The rain only pours

in the quiet night

when mirrors are shattered
personality melts

in fiery tears

as the door

of the prison cell

is opened.

The key to freedom

retrieved from a shelf

and lifted past mirrors

which laughed

...once and never.

The key turns

into the soul

which escapes
in time

from the body

which remains
in the broken glass.




THE SERIES
By Chris Schoonover

| spend my afternoons
at my studio window,
pipe in hand and hot
coffee nearby. | am an
artist by occupation.
When | am not on fire to
paint | sit and wait until
| am.

Through my window |
can see the main street
of the precious one-horse
town where | live. It is a
quaint scene, a backdrop
for Norman Rockwell.

This deceitful
sweetness fascinated
me. Tourists, their eyes
untrained, never noticed
the serpents l've seen,
all marveled at it's
beauty. My stomach
churned each time | heard
"oh how precious" or "oh
how cute" | got disgusted
because they are so
easily charmed, they

. what they are
seeing.
motivated me to paint
the series that brought
me more fame than |
deserve and more money
than | care to have. No
one realized however
that the series s
incomplete. There's one
painting missing, perhaps
the most important one.
I am an honest man so
I'll hide it no longer.

| named the series
"Serpents in Paradise.”

An obvious title, | know,
but | was too angry to
toy with disguises. |
wanted people to know
once and for all that
"Dear" Cooperstown
wasn't "precious" or
"cute” and that the people
weren't frieldly and
sweet.

‘The first painting of
the series was "the
Gambler." Two subjects,

young boys, very much
alike they were. Each
with soot-smeared
faces, sweat slicked
hair, torn jeans and dirty
shirts. The innocent
little chaps weren't
playing marbles while
crouching at the curb
there. They were
"shootin' craps" and the
one named the Gambler
was picking his buddy's
pocket.

I've just come from
dinner to look out the
window and puff my pipe.
It is warm in here now
but a storm is brewing

and a chill will
eventually creep in. |
began my second

painting, "The Scarlet" on
an evening like this. It
was dusk, the trees were
bent against the wind and
smoke-grey clouds were
smotheringly close. |

was getting up to leave

=11 SUILl g

caught
young girl, blond and
small, a princess. She
stood at the corner;
checked her watch. She
opened her bag, removed
a lipstick, applied it,
then returned it to the
bag. Perfume next. She
unfastened the first
three buttons of her red
blouse and sprayed the
perfume on her breast. |
expected her to button
the blouse again, but she
didn't. Instead, she
reached up and took her
hair from its braid. She
ran her fingers through
its silkiness and shook it
from her eyes. A car
pulled up just then
causing a smile to
magically appear on the
scarlet princess' face.
She got in and rode away.
| began to paint. It didn't
matter that my subject

we each went to answer

was gone because a
crystal clear image of
that remarkable
transformation remained.

*odrk

The rain has begun and
the chill is now apparent.
Brandy will remedy that.
| had a sniter, a prized
posetion of mine. The
fourth subject broke it
however. | called hers
"The Hypocrite." She is
the pillar of the
community. An active
church participant, a
loving wife of a

prominent businessman,
a mother ot two, even a

P.T.A. leader. She's
perfect except for one
small problem: she's a
closet alcoholic (not so
closet anymore though).

| sat reading as my
housekeeper Onatine
finished the dishes. The
doorbell rang
interrupting us both and

who it was and the
condition she was in |
excused Onatine for the
evening. | let Mrs.
Dunkirk into the studio.
She was quite drunk and
she started to sing
"Danny Boy." When |
asked her why she had
come she spread her
arms and began a solo
waltz. Dancing faster
and faster to the music
in her mind. .

She sailed close to my
canvas, lost her balance
and hit my table sending
paint, brushes, and
snifter to a colorful
glistening death. _

She got very quiet,
she whimpered and wept
like a child. | went to
make coffee thinking all
the while how much |
abhor drunken females.
They have no control.

Onatine should have
stayed, she, I'm sure, is
more experienced with

this than |I.
It took some time but

she began to see clearly
the light of day, | mean
that two ways, for the
sun was rising now, and
some semblence of
soberness was becoming
apparent.

"You mustin't tell a
soul, Mr. Canting. Let
them believe | was
visiting my aunt. | can't
let them ...What will they
think of me?"

"They will think, Mrs.

Dunkirk, that you are not
perfect, but pretend to be
for their sake."
Again she started to
cry. |
"Please don't tel
anyone. Promise me, Mr.
Canting."

"l should not wish to
tell anyone. You have my
word."

the stairs it was as a
completely different
person, a familiar person
though. Mrs. Dunkirk,
greying hair tucked neat
ly in a bun, blouse
straightened, the wine
stains barely noticable.
All order, perfection and
hypocracy.

"Mr. Canting, I'm sorry
to have imposed on you."
With her words, the
previous night was swept
from existence.

| painted her then as a
drunk, not as a P.T.A.
leader. | had promised
not to tell but | didn't
promise not to show.

| realized | failed to
mention the third, "The
Loner." This was the
second most difficult to

Con't page 10




THEWHITE DOG
JEAN-PIERRE LUNDY

| hated that dog. It was
something of a shepherd,
a large shite shepherd. Of
all that | hated about this
creature, | grew to dislike
its shiteness the most. |
thought the dog was evil,
and its white shiny coat,
whiter than any snow,
almost burningly white,
gave it an appearance of
pacifity. Cleanliness. It
also posessed uncanny
blue eyes that seemed to
pierce you with an
exterior kindness that
masked a hidden hate.
These eyes only aided in
giving it some holy
appearance.

Not to be misdirected,
had | known the dog by
appearance alone | would
have found it quite
beautiful. In fact, it was
beautiful, but for myself
ItGrEW 1Mo a beauty that
resembled that of
lightning, posessing s
fascination that nears
loveliness but only when
the observer disregards
the destructive
possibilities of it. This
white dog hid behind a
facade very much like
that. | hated that facade.

| was sixteen the winter
| met the dog. My
neighbor got it when it
was about six months old,
or at least that's my
guess. From where it
came before that | have no
idea. | called Mr. Brimley

my neighbor because he
lived closer to us than any
one else, but he too lived
about a quarter of a mile
away. At the time | knew
him only by his name, and
that he was the
hermit-like alcoholic that
lived in the shack down

the road.

His house was quite
visible from the road to
anyone that knew it was
there. It saw perhaps
thirty yards into the
woods, but the land was
very open bhetween the
shack and the road. What
made it quick to pass for
anyone that didn't know it
was there was the fact
that this open space was
little wider than the lane
that reached back to the
place. Also, the shack
very much resembled a
pile of wood and
successfully camouflaged
itself.

| had only ever been
close to the place a
couple of times myself.
Mr. Brimley, a man of
roughly fifty years, had a
reputation for
strangeness that | chose
the respect. | avoided
him. But on the few
occasions that | did
manage to summon the
courage to venture near
his place(always when |
knew he was away) | was
over come with an

.eeriness. Most of that
feeling stemmed from the

fact that | was very young
on these occasions and
knew that | was not
where | belonged, but the
feeling was also aone of
understanding of
comprehension. | can't
successfully describe it,
but in any case, | didn't
like the filthy place and it
frightened me.

The meeting with the
dog was aobut as usual as
could be expected out
where | lived. As | passed
Mr. Brimley's place one
afternoon in my Jeep, a
white blur ran out in front
of me, causing me to
break suddenly and miss
it by only inches. The dog
stood on the side of the

road, looking at me; its
tail wagging genily, and
steam rising from its
mouth and nose. Then it
turned and trotted down
that skinny lane. | must
say that whaen | looked
into those strange blue
eyes for the first time,
they seemed very kind,
very gentle. | drove on
thinking nothing of it.
Several weeks passed
before | saw the dog
again. | was walking by
Mr. Brimley's one
unusually warm evening in
February. 1 had decided to

take the stroll for no
other reason that |
wanted to. As | came

along his fane the dog
came running through the

slushy snow that
remained on the ground. |
had forgotten all about
the dog, but stood
unafraid of its approach.
As | said, it didn't appear
to be even a year old y

and probably didn't weigh
more than sixty pounds.
Besides, | had no reason
to fear it.

| believe it was then
that | noticed how
extremely white the dog
was. The snow was half
melted because of the
warmth of the day, so its
luster was marred by the
gray layer of slush
beneath it. But even so,
one could recognize that
the dog was even whiter
thatn the snow had been
when freashly fallen. Its
legs and chest were not
quite as shiny as the body
because they were wet,

but even so, their
cleanliness was
astounding.

| bent over to greet the
dog on its approach, but
as it drew closer, about
ten feet away, it suddenly
stopped. | recall that it
slid for several feet as it

dug in, then backed up to
where it had first tried to -
halt, as if that distance
was the exact distance it
had to be. The dog stood
there for a moment with
its head cowered slightly,
then slowly, very slowly,
began to approach. I'm
sure | said some
appropriate, encouraging
words in that ridiculous
voice reserved for pets
and small children, but |
forget if | did or not. |
only recall that my hand
was outstretched to greet
him, when as suddenly as
he had stopped, he darted
forward, bit my fingers,
growling viciously as he
did so, and took off
running.

Clasping my throbbing
fingers, | jumped back
reflexively, but of course
too late. | am also
certain that | made some

new appropriate
comments in that voice
reserved f 1 rooms

and poker games. Upon
quick inspection | found
them to be undamaged
except for a few bluish
indentations near my
knuckles. It was then
that | heard Mr. Brimley
calling. He was standing
on his porch.

"Get the hellin here, you
goddamn mongrel," he
bellowed rather
drunkenly. He reamined
staggering in the doorway
as the dog approached
him. It was already on its
way up the lane before Mr.
Brimley called. | am
certain that it heard the
door open before it bit me.
The dog slinked slowly
onto the porch in very
much the same that it had
approaced me, head down
and frightened. As it
passed Mr. Brimley, he
lifted a booted foot hard
into the dog's side. It
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