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SHE WAS GONE AND SO WE MISSED HER

MONOTONES By Nadene Falagan

he goes to the door
my heart drops.

wafer thin
it teeters
until it
stops
dead.

The crowd never
. missed a beat.
\ Their ears perked
for the obvious
o v whispers.
The speaking

voice went ; >
unheard.

The Book

By John Weigel

A recipe
-=Plainly given.

WHAT THE EGG DID --Take one egz. Plop. RRRI,
All one the same growth
of egg while little FPetey
read Henny Penny, picking
corn among the weeds-- and
CALCIUM from scme old bones
leaching

AND THE BOCOK SAID --Separate the yolk.

big Pete —_—_——

Later, ccoxing
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A Broken Arm by Jodi E. Schultz

I drive to work in a shroud of fog, the yellow and red
of the leaves barely visible through the dimness. It is
good to_see the change of colors. The excruciating heat
of summer is gone, and I welcome the cooler air.
Besides, autumn means I can get back to school and
back to the children.

The children. There is a new crop of kids this year. As
usual, there are a few that stand out. Terry, the red-
haired, freckled-faced boy, is outgoing and boisterous.
Rebecca is a cute, blue-eyed blonde who seems shy at
first, but opens up as she gets to know you. James is
smaller than most boys his age. His big eyes are almost
as dark as his jet black hair. He too is quiet and reserv-
ed, but unlike Rebecca, he doesn’t respond to friend-
ship. Earl stands out mainly because of his kindness.
He’s an average little boy otherwise. He looks average
and does average schoolwork. But I’ve never met a child
as kind and caring as Earl. There are many other
students in my class, each with their own special pro-
blems and needs. However, it’s James that concerns me
most.

It is Friday afternoon and time for art. I give the
children one crayon each and ask them to draw a pic-
ture. ‘““You can draw a picture that’s all one color or you
can share your crayon with the others and ask them to
share with you. If you do that you can draw a beautiful,
colorful picture, I tell them.

They draw quietly for a short while. One by one they
begin wandering around sharing their crayons.

Finally, Rebecca stands up. Slowly, she approaches
Terry. ““Can I use your yellow crayon?”’ she asks. ““And
you can use my green one.”’

“‘Sure,’’ bubbles Terry, “‘I need the green for grass
anyway, thanks.”’

Rebecca walks back to her seat and draws a big yellow
sun in the corner of her paper.

““Can I use your blue crayon to make the sky and you
can use this yellow one,”” Rebecca says to James.

James’ big dark eyes look up but he makes no reply.
Instead, he lowers his head and continues to draw
circles. James’ whole paper is covered with blue circles,

big ones and small ones. Some of the circles are filled in,

others are only dark blue outlines. His entire paper is
blue; there is not another color on it.

Rebecca borrows a light blue crayon from someone
else.

| drive home in the clear autumn sunshine and think
about the children. I have to devise something to bring
James out of his shell. I really thought the crayon pro-
ject might help. It was a good experience for the rest of
the class. If only James would realize that he needs
other people. If only James would make friends with so-
meone. A friend --- that’s it. I'll make a new seating
chart with James next to someone who will certainly
befriend him --- someone like Earl.

Monday, immediately after first recess, I rearrange
the children-into the new seating plan.

““Miss Klein, why do we have to change seats?’’ Terry
asks. ¢“I liked where I was sitting.”’

“May I still sit next to Sara?’’ asks Rebecca.

““Children, this is the new seating plan and your seats
will stay where they are, at least for a while. We may
change seats again later. This gives you a chance to
make friends with the new people around you. Does
everyone understand?’’ I ask them.

I hear, ‘““yes, yes, yes,”’ with only a few grumbles.

““James,”’ I ask, ‘‘do you like your new seat?”’

He only nods his head.

I give the kids another sharing project to do after
lunch. It involves only the people immediately around
them. This gives me the opportunity to see how they ad-
just to their new seats.

Terry is giving directions to those around him. This is
normal for Terry and he is adapting well. 1 knew he

would.
Rebecca is also her normal self. She starts out rather

~ quiet and eases into a friendship. She’s »..5%_ actively

engaged in the sharing project.

Earl is doing his absolute best to get James involved.
He continually asks him questions. James replies with
just a nodding or shaking motion of his head. Occa-
sionally he shrugs his shoulders, but not a word is
spoken. Each seems equally determined, and Earl’s
questions go on.

I check back as the project nears its end and hear
James answering ‘‘yes’’ and ““no’’. I look again to make
sure it’s really him. It is. A minute action like James
speaking to another student seems SO wonderfully
monumental to me. Perhaps my plan will work.

The days pass by and Earl and James appear to
become closer friends. They come into class in the mor-
ning chatting to one another, sometimes even joking
with each other. They play together during recess, I'm

told, and occasionally will join the other boys in a game.

James will speak to other children now. Nothing
claborate, just simple ‘‘yes”” or ‘no” when it’s
necessary. Even such a small attempt at communication
means he is trying to relate to others. James has
definitly made remarkable progress.

After school one day the principal hands me a note. I
read it and am shocked. The note is to inform me that
Earl Robinson will no longer be in my class. His father
is being transferred and in four days they are moving. I
hate to lose a boy as sweet and caring as Earl. However,
my immediate concern is for James. Damn note!
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The Mountain:
Or How A Rock Waits Silently

by Wayne Harvey

Velvet hands grasp the day and hold it tightly in it’s clutches. A
mystic shroud settles over the land, but it will not be there long as
all know.

Looking out over the silent land the mountain remains cold and
majestic. The murmurs have stopped and the other mountains are
quiet now, their voices still as the solar winds in space. While the
other mountains lie dormant, it stays alive, it’s thoughts turned
toward that one good thought, and all the other turbulent workings
paled beside it.

The thought was: Tomorrow will be my day.

The first voice of the day was a shrill one. The sun climbed
behind one of the brother mountains, it’s crimson face going bright
yellow like an embarrassed man regaining his composure. A light
breeze restled the trees at the bottom of the mountain. It delighted
in that feeling, one of the few that pleased it. It smelled the sweet
scents of day and thought: Today is my day.

More whispers floated to the mountain’s cold ears. Yes, it
thought, go on. Do your worst. Whisper and build up that sense of
lunity and humiliation that you’re so fond of. It reveled in a sense
different than theirs, far above the small, petty feeling of superiori-
ty. This mountain had it’s sense of self-consciousness, of good
tempered niceness.

But, it remembered, this is my day.

This day the mountain had called out the steel dragon.

The mountain waited patiently for most of the day; it’s time was
coming. Suddenly it felt a tingle of regret. It wanted to push it aside
but it couldn’t. Why was that? What did it matter if the steel
dragon’s way was permanent? That’s what it hoped for.

Yes, it thought, what did it matter.

Today is my day.

The steel dragon arrived.

That suddenly. No triumphant announcement. No banners. Just
suddenly.

The mountain gazed down from it’s dizzying heights to the steel
dragon’s small form. There was no exchange of words, for the steel
dragon was a tool, not a rational being. The steel dragon was as
cold as it’s name.

And the mountain thought aloud, today is my day.

That thought drifted on the wind and brought nothing back.
There were soft murmurs of other conversations, but no answer to
it’s estranged call.

It didn’t matter. Today is still my day, it thought.

The steel dragon lowered it’s head stiffly, very stiffly. It had sud-
denly gotten very still, as if the land around had sensed what was
about to happen. Electricity filled the air as if a storm was about to
descend upon the earth.

The mountain tried in it’s last seconds to figure out why it had
come to this. What was it about the world that had pushed it’s
hand.

Of course, there was not time to ponder that question.

The steel dragon spit yellow flames out of it’s solid round mouth
and the mountain began to melt down to nothing. Rock and living
plants sank into the ground, sifting and breaking apart to nothing.

And, the mountain thought with it’s thoughts just before it’s
consciousness grabbed the wind, Today was my day. But who’s day
will it be tomorrow?
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POEMS

SEEING HUNGER AND PAIN IN ONE LITTLE FACE By

I was coming home from the corner store

Instead of going the fast way

I went through a little alley

And I saw his face.

He was a little fellow about eight or nine

We passed, he looked in my hands.

I felt his pain in this heart of mine.

As we got further and further away

I turned and looked at him

And I had to say

Yo! Little man, have some of these.

He turned and ran towards me

Came up to, stopped, and said yes thank you please.

I looked at him and he looked at me

As he went into the bag of chips.

I gave him the whole bag. I wondered how could it be
That I saw Hunger and Pain in his little face.

I stopped after he left. Tears ran down my face.

And I said out loud, to myself, I’ll leave this damn place.

-Anthony M

Session

By Shawn Bingman

Wind

come take me,
raise me

to the heavens
and let me fly

with the angels

upon a new morning.

Let me glide

amidst the clouds

and see the wonder of life
at high altitudes.

Spread my soul

to anyone who wants it,
and give my breath

for dying men

and children without life.
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