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A Contemporary Accident

| was getting my car filled at the GoCo station.

It was a beautiful, sunny day. Against the blue sky a plane was flying
overhead. | stood behind the attendant as he put the gas in my car, and men-
tioned to him that it surely was a beautiful day.

He said he’d rather be fishing than pumping a lot of fuckin’ gas.

Screw him, | thought. An idiot.

Then...WOP...IBAM! And | was lying against the curb ten feet away. |
couldn’t catch my breath. It felt like I'd been hit in the nuts with a baseball bat.
| tried to get up and vomited on my shirt. | thought, oh this is very bad.

| lay still on the concrete. My idiot attendant ran over, screaming. Two other
guys came running. One, the manager, wore a complete GoCo uniform.

“Hey buddy, you all right?” he asked.

“Call a goddam ambulance,” | gasped.

The idiot attendant started for the phone.

“Just cool it,” the manager told him. Then he said to me, “Can you stand
up? Take a few deep breaths.”

| tried to move. My chest ached. My arms and legs were okay, but my nuts
felt like water-filled balloons. My stomach was saying vomit.

The manager and the other attendant helped me up. My knees were wobbly.
“You bastards,” | said. “Get me an ambulance.”

“You'll be okay,” the manager said. “What happened?”

“| saw it, ”’ the other attendant said. “A tire fell out of the sky off that there
airplane and hit this fellow right in the balls.”

“Oh, Jesus!” said the manager. “My insurance. Call Shorty at Petroleum
Casualty.” The idiot attendant started for the phone again.

“And call a goddam ambulance,” | yelled.

“Just sit down and catch your breath,” the manager moved a chair into the
shade and guided me to it: He bought me a Pepsi.

“Looka this,” said the other attendant. He was carrying two big pieces of
tire. “Fell right off that there airplane, broke up on the concrete, and hit that
fellow on the bounce.”

“Give 'em to me,” | said. “I'm going to have your asses for this.”

The GoCo manager turned serious. He scoffed, “Who’s gonna believe a tire
fell off an airplane and hit you in the nuts?”

“| would.” An old-timer walked up, shaking his cane. “lI saw the whole
thing,” he said. “It was a wheel off an old P-38 World War Two airplane. No
mistaking a P-38." s =

“Hang in there, Dad,” | told him. “We're into the big bucks.”

. un and walked around. | was feeling a lot better. Just a little headache. |
ound another piece of tire. Every now and then | groaned and doubled over a
little. The manager flinched.

Then Shorty came running across the street in his shirtsleeves, carrying a
briefcase. He and the manager walked off by themselves to talk. Shorty got a
stricken look on his face and smacked his forehead with his palm.

| heard the manager say, “What'’s this gonna do to my premium, Shorty?"

“Your premium?”’ Shorty said. “You gotta be kidding. Your premium?”

The old man winked at me. He looked a lot like my father. Maybe | looked
like a son to him. So much the better. | winked back.

“You young fellas probably wouldn't recognize one of them old P-38s,” he
said. “But | flew them babies in Burma. Flew over the Hump many a time. The
tires were always falling off them sonsobitches.”

“Sure they were,” said Shorty. “And they always hit people in the nuts.
That's how we won the war. We dropped tires on their nuts.”

“Very funny,” said the old-timer.

Shorty turned to me. “We get a lot of hit-in-the-nuts claims from people in
your age group. They're all outrageous but they're impossible to disprove in
court. Petroleum Casualty doesn’t go up against odds like that or we'd lose
our ass every time. I'm ready to give you a check for fifty thousand right now if
you'll sign a medical release.”

The manager of the GoCo station groaned. The idiot attendant and the other
attendant stood in the background chewing gum. The old-timer caught his
breath and then grinned like a possum eating shit.

| went to the Men’s Room and examined my nuts. Both were a little puffy and
bruised, but the nausea had gone and | didn't think the damage was too
serious. | took a leak and didn't feel a thing. No sweat! Then | thought: maybe |
ought to masturbate. Check out the whole works.

That was when | saw a big salamander blinking up at me from behind the
toilet. Probably he had slipped into the Men’s Room from the woods nearby. |
felt foolish. Frankly, | believe animals make value judgements the same as
people. Why should | demean myself ty jerking-off in front of a reptile?
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Besides, part of me said: what the hell? Be cool. Gamble something. Maybe
you'll never get another erection, but accept the check calmly and examine it
carefully. As though you didn’t give a damn. Make sure all the zeroes are there.
The decimal point in the right place.

| washed my face and combed my hair. | straightened my tie. I'd rest up a
couple of days and feel good as new. | could spend the time deciding how to
blow the fifty grand. Fifty thousand dollars! | danced around the Men's Room
and made faces in the mirror. The fools. | was rich!

So Shorty gave me the check and | signed the release. Then the GoCo
manager gave me a certificate for a hundred gallons of free gas. | had seen the
manager's own car back out back by the Men’s Room. In addition to the tire,
something else had fallen off the plane and had ripped open the roof of his car
mﬂ_n gone straight through into the concrete below. | saw no reason to mention

S.

“Come on, Dad,"” | told the old-timer. “We’re going downtown.” Even without
him, | probably would have gotten the fifty grand, but | felt he expected
something. Five grand? One grand? | decided | would give him a couple hun-
nﬁm_. No, I'd buy him a few drinks and listen to his World War Two stories for a
while.

I'd have a few drinks myself.

By Joseph Nicholson
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* My angel and me were walking down to the sea,
To the place where the moon is dark and souls are free.
To where there is room for honesty
And nothing matters except Purity.

Her eyes flashed yellow,

Her breath was glitter against the sea.

Words spilled out and spattered on the sand.

It was a lightning bolt when she touched my hand.

“Aha,’’ she said with abandon,

““The stars are cold, the night’s demanding.
Let’s build a fire with our flesh together.”
It seemed that nothing else would matter.

She touched my finger with golden lips.

I kissed her mouth where honey dripped.
She ran her finger across my face,

I knew that we had found the place

Where the moon is dark and souls are free,
Where nothing matters except Purity.

I closed my eyes, we began transcending.
My body was fire. My mind was spinning.
Gravity seemed a past perception,

We rose together, we were perfection.’
The universe was her and me.

That night we touched eternity.

Where the moon is dark and souls are free.
Where nothing matters except Purity.

By Brian Hunt
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When the cold played on old hearts the people were sure
The steeple bell would always ring more
But when a doll was found crushed from where it fell
People cursed the steeple bell

The Steeple Bell All their fears of heaven and hell

Rest inside the steeple. bell
The oldtimers often tell est inside the steep

Things about the steeple bell When glory smiled and opened the door

How the metal was .n.a&nn_ in an unholy year : ; The Siseple Dell 5o swok e et w
How :..n bell sometimes rang when noone was near As s00m ¢ the town was bathed in light
All their Jears of heaven and hell The steeple bell was a common sight
Rest inside the steeple bell All their fears of heaven and hell 4
Rest inside the steeple bell : 4
For someone had decided {ong ago- : ; i s m
A.S..n bell was so heavy, the bell was .3%3..& , : Fir nsw ik Rl il hive 16 v ;
Let the people be merry, let the people sing Watching cars go by on the interstate

But when these are ended let the steeple bell ring
Let all their fears of heaven and hell .
Rest inside the steeple bell.”’

But it may have to ring quickly in its broken spire
For soon may come frost, soon may come fire
All the fears of heaven and hell

Rest inside the steeple bell

By Andrew Ashenfelter
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Have Supper With Us

Come on in and sit right down,

Supper’s about ready as the sun goes down.
Plenty to eat, and it can’t be beat

so pull up a chair and take a load off your feet.

Go on, pour yourself a glass of wine

Jood’ll be ready in just about no time.

So how are you doin’ and where have you been?
How nice it was that you stopped in.

So what’ve you been doin’ these past few days

_since we’ve all gone our separate ways?

You’ve gotta try them creamed snow peas
They’re mighty delicious, pass the chicken please.

Now where do you work, how’s the wife and kids?
I remember the crazy stuff we did.

We watched a lot of years go by,

but a lot of fun, you can’t deny.

It wasn’t a whole heck of a lot,

but you better believe it hit the spot.
Been a long time since you stopped by,
stay for dessert, it’s apple pie!

By Chris Nelson
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The Rock

The waves bleed the sharpness
Jrom your jagged edge
And the wind sweeps
the coldness of your skin
No matter how you stand
or how little-bit you budge
The days of time and age
will grind you down to sand

Win the battle of life -
strength has its faults
Lose the battles of war
to the faultlessness of time
Withstand what you can
but one you cannot halt
_Bear down on your.teeth
grit - as you reach your prime

Growing old

and losing weight
The edges

no longer straight
Growing old

and weak and feeble
The time -
willed you unable

One last battle - fought and lost
: one last wish - last penny tossed
Time claims both - you and me

as we are washed - away to the sea.

By K. John Russell

Down by the Seashore

The waves clapped loudly against the waiting stretch of beach
while a small crab scurried across the sand, writing his name proudly
in the loose peppery pebbles only to have it erased by the avalanches
of crashing water commanded by time. A gull circled the pre-dawn
pink of the salty air, occasionally landing to explore with its geiger
counter-like beak for small aquatic snacks and then launching itself
back into the air like a paper. glider. Then the gull would scream its
name at the passing clouds who didn’t care and would blow a gentle
breeze of nonchalance back.

Luna, looking at his reflection and being as conceited as he was,
didn’t want to move from the sky, but raging Sol shot a fiery flare in his
direction and he reluctantly departed.

Sol, who was the prince of nature, leaped to his zenith and sent his
life-giving warmth toward the tiny stretch of sand and sea. Like the
probing hands of a child, Sol’s rays circled the prism-like shell of an
old lonely sea turtle who, for a short time during which she deposited
many white orbs in her carefully made nest, was perfectly happy and

“content. The rays also discovered tiny shelled creatures who, being
ashamed to be seen by his His Highness, Sol, were busily hiding
themselves.

The rays also found a piece of yellow crystal that had been washed
up against the salt-dried bones of some long extinct race of advanced
primates. Inside the crystal, which was really pine sap, was trapped a
small anthropod. It was part of a group of anthropods called insects
by a race of primates now extinct called Homosapiens. It was a
Monarch Butterfly.

As the last rays of light reluctantly left the orange and black wings
in the amber, a small crab scurried across the sand, writing his name
proudly in the loose peppery pebbles, only to have it erased by the
avalanches of crashing water commanded by time, ruler of all.

By John Fedak

Photography by Brian Boyd




SR BRL 0 b Tt

&

EEEEEEERE @@

Airing

Open to Autumn chills
the musty cabin
flapping plastic window covers sneezes.

Mice tracks in flour
dot the scratched grey linoleum counter top
like faint early morning stars.

Cupboard shelves protesting against emptiness
have rippled and cracked paper linings

littered with black pellets and withered leaves.

Wooden floor boards creak
like bare gnarled branches
expanding in the cold.

At dawn lake mist with chimney smoke
will rise, fire scent and sunlight
illuminating forest and sky.

By Edith W. Durham
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Photography by Ginny Tinker

Winter Splinters

Red gelatin melts in frosted backyard grass
three feet from a leaning lifeless
weed and rose trellis.

Voices like balloons float over fences
hammering nails and thumbs pressed
on ignition dead wet car hoods.

A man’s cough slams a swearing storm door.
An ubiquitous cigar lights on an ice encased
branch spitting ashes in the drive way.

A lost child’s mitten
finds the door knob and renders
it very wet and tearful.

Mom taps a beef Pot-Pie upside
down on a white plate

the gravy of her smile humming
along with Lester Lannin

and a hot bath steaming.

By Edith W. Durham
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