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Spring 1982

Dennis Wilson

Evolution Revolution

Spun in space,

Caught in a spiderweb of time,
The poet trapped on Earth
Cannot escape its rhyme.

Stardust, stardust,

Out of primordal slime,
The poet walks on iambs,
His verse begins to climb.

The moon waxes, the sun shines,
Each has chores to do,

The poet paints reflections,

Of multi-worded hue.

Paradise turns to chaos,

As people turn to crime,
The poet goes hungry,

His life’s not worth a dime.
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Joseph Nichoison
At the Supermarket

At the supermarket the food got lost. Nothing was where it was
supposed to be and, when searched for elsewhere, could not be
found.

The shoppers circled the aisles, frowning over.their grocery lists.
Their baskets stayed empty.

The manager, in his cubicle, refused to notice that his food could
not be found. After all, his invoices and register tapes proved it was
there.

The cashiers, with nothing to do, helped the shoppers search for
their food. Steak was found in the potato bins, but that was no
satisfaction to the potato shoppers. When the steak shoppers look-
ed In the potato bins, the steak had gone somewhere else.

In time the whole town had to come to the supermarket. Each
person took a basket and joined the stream of people already in the
alsles.

Grocery lists yellowed with age. When people grew old and died,
they were placed in their baskets by friends and, after a small
ceremony, pushed through the automatic doors into the parking
lot, long overgrown with weeds and jammed with rusted cars. The
town stood on the horizon, its houses empty and silent.

Children were born in the supermarket and went to school over
where the cash registers had been. The manager placed his orders
and the stockboys filled the shelves. Around the aisles trooped the
shoppers, some cheerful, some depressed.

Carl E. Blimline
LASTING THOUGHTS

oo late to know,

Or what to say;

| wish that this,

Was yesterday.
When | was young,
And not so gray;

f used to love

And run all day.

But now I'm old,
And in my bed;

It’'s almost time,
Before I'm dead.

So I'll lay back,

And close my eyes,
And dream of all,
The times I've had.
When the sun wakes,
And lights my grave,
I've time to think,
Of other days.

For | have time,

To take and spare.
So then | pray,

Each and every night,
That | might see;
The almighty light.
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Narelle Johnson

Snow

Intricate white designs
scrunch underneath by feet
Adorably sweet to regard

this colossal carpet sneak

A slice of ice
peppered with dirt

is kicked in rejection
ignored, and hurt.

| taste this crust

and lick the white flakes
a design dissolved

will you partake?

Linda Carpenter
CYCLES

The rain hit the hill with a slap
causing a flow of water to descend.
It rapidly meandered down the hill
exploring the many objects in its path.
As the thirsty earth drank from its vitality
the flow began to weaken.
Reaching the center of the hill
it began to slowly run down.
By the time it reached the bottom
it trickled with small little spasms.
It was slowly dammed up
by obstacles in its wake.
The trace of water diminished

Until it came to rest
with dark soil marking its end.

Photo by Marc Oren

(Ten Minutes continued from page 3)

“| quote from Webster, ‘feminism/niz-m/noun-s (feminine + ism) Most of the students were let off with only a fine of a few hun- “
1: the presence of female characteristics in males’ - but | don't dred dollars. In a live broadcast carried by all the major networks, !
want to talk about that - ‘2: (prob. fr. F feminisme, fr. feminin they apoligized to a stunned nation. The price hike did go through,
feminine + ism) a: the theory of the political, economic, and social and along with that the students were charged for the cost of a m,
equality of the sexes’ - very interesting - ‘b: organized activity on new, fortified administration building. They managed to raise most
behalf of the women’s rights and interests: specif: the 19th and of that money by cleverly packaging the remains of the old building ,
20th century movement seeking to remove restrictions that and selling them as memorials of the day that lived in infamy in the m
discriminate against women.’ " minds of many. :
What striking recalll What a remarkable reading! What im- Although arrested, Gloria Steinem made off better than anyone _
maculate enunciation! (But that hair!) The crowd was further stunn- else involved and better than anyone would have suspected. With
ed. Gloria as those who were present called her from that day for- the help of her publicist, she was able to turn the ordeal into a
ward, continued, “And | say, in the name of your cause and mine, mountain of publicity for her new book,Feminism and Sadism:
LET'S TEAR THE BUILDING DOWN!" The crowd flew to the What's the Difference? It became an instant best seller and spawn-
building - suddenly possessing super-human strength -- and began ed a movie and a weekly television series that ran for 12 years.
to pull bricks from the walls of the building. Even Barbie risked For Barbie, it was to be her final rally. After being arrested on the
breaking a nail to pull out the corner stone of the building. The ‘ same simple charges of her fellow students, she was falsely accus-
balcony began to sway, toppling to the ground, followed closely by ed and convicted of the murders of these six unfortunate students
the members of the administration, providing a brilliant metaphor. who died, and half a dozen senior citizens that the police car ran
Six students were killed by the falling debris, but the others went over when she tried to take control of the wheel. She spent the rest
on, some climbing into the building to work on it from the inside. of her years in a female prison, where she began an internal pro- |
A window shattered as a secretary was hurled across the cam- stitution ring and came to be called “Babs.” Occasionally she _
pus still seated in her desk chair. Since her husband had once been would be called upon by the press to voice her opinion on current .
an air force pilot, she was able to maneuver a safe landing on a political events or to pose for the cover of a women's magazine. At
nearby side walk. But she was unable to stop her chair from rolling 84, she published her autobiography, a massive work which, accor-
into the middle of the busy intersection, where she was flattened - ding to her, was co-authored by the late Edgar Allen Poe, with
by two trucks, three station wagons, one motorcycle, and a jogger whom she communicated through seances. Shortly after she died,
with large feet. her boek became more popular than the Bible.
Meanwhile, Gloria and the students were working on the second
floor of the building as the police arrived. Everyone involved was
carted away. Barbie, who was chewing on a chandelier as they at-
tempted to take her to the squad car, turned and bit the policement, The End
an action she would later regret.
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The CRUCIBLE Spring 1982

Jeremy Jackson came to our town when I turned twenty-one
Bringing all the vices known to man.

Some people scorned him, others adored him.

He told me something I didn’t understand.

He said,

You never lie to little kids who trust you.

And you never kick a dumb dog when he’s sore.
Just keep all the good sense that God gave you.
Or you’ll find you’re no one anymore.

Verse two

Jeremy never practiced the things that he preached.

He even had the preacher’s daughter tense.

He’d go home alone at night, drinking till he was blind.
And, somehow, his words never made much' sense.

He said,

You never lie to little kids who trust you.

You never kick a dumb dog when he’s sore.
Just keep all the good sense that God gave you.
Or you’ll find you’re no one anymore.

Verse three

One day, I saw him as I was leaving town.

I had heard some rumors that he was dead.

I stared at him and saw the redness in his eyes.
And suddenly, I knew what he had meant.

He said,
wﬁ: never lie to FE_@ kids

Just keep all the woaa. sense SE God gave you.
Or you'll find you’re no one anymore.

place, and Uo: o_”.x“na..._ a beer ?o__u.ﬂ the m?.vmnr rm :.mn.cosz on the .s.mm home. Turn-

Photo by Ken Fostes

Page 6
Shawn Bingman
. (The Bill continued from page 5)
JEREMY JACKSON Frightened for his very sanity, Don neither ate nor slept. Repeated attempts to call the
Verse one phone company were unsuccessful. Every time he told the secretary/operator who was

calling, he was patched in to a recording that said, ‘“We know all about you, deadbeat.
Don’t let it go until we have to tell you the end of the story.’” Then he was disconnected.

Driven to drinking rusty tap water to calm his nerves, Don grew more haggard with
every passing day. He spent all of his time in front of the T.V. set, hoping to let his fan-
tasies take him away from his impending fate. Then, on the 23rd of August, he saw
something interesting on the six o’clock news.

““Chaos broke out at the telephone company today,” the plastic-faced newscaster
began, ‘‘when Phido, companion to Phreddie the Phone man, collapsed while being
petted by small children in the lobby. He was later pronounced dead on arrival at the In-
stitute for Veterinary Electronics. Cause of death is still being investigated.”’

Don’s first reaction was of shameful delight. Then as he watched the weather
forecast, the truth sank in.

‘Oh no,”” he panicked. ‘“‘Ohmygod!”* Don jumped up from his armchair. ‘Do you
know what this means?’’ He screamed at Finley. ‘“This means he’ll be especially mad
when he comes for me!”’

Finley looked at his master in a fish’s equivalent of confusion and blew a couple of
sympathetic bubbles to let Don know he understood his dilemma.

‘““Wait one minute here,” Don said, grasping a wall for support. *“This is all really sil-
ly. There is no such person as Phreddie the Phone man. And,” he continued,
straightening himself up and beginning to smile confidently, ““nothing is going to hap-
pen. This is all a bad dream, and all they’re going to do is take my phone away, and
possibly sue me for the amount I owe. By the time they can do that, I’ll have a job--a
good job!”’

And it was with a smile on his face that he retired that evening. For the first time in a
week, he slept like a baby. The same idiotic smile stayed on his face all the next day, and
he was especialy pleased to discover there was no post card in his mailbox. Maybe Eow
saw that their little game wouldn’t work, he thought. Maybe he’d broken them. Maybe
he’d won. -

He awoke the next morning, the 25th, happy that he was still whole and still smiling.
This did not stop him from counting his steps and looking especially careful across
streets and around corners, however. In so doing, it took Don ten minutes to cross a
street near his house on the way home from the unemployment line, because he had to
wait for every car that could possibly accelerate fast enough to run him down to leave

ing on the television, he thought about all of the jobs he would turn down when people
recognized his talents. Then, as the T.V. was warming up, there was a knock at the
door. Don jumped in his skin, and even Finley stirred in his little bowl.

Regaining his composure, Don went to answer the door, his beer in hand. As he
reached for the knob, the door burst open, knocking Don back and spilling his beer. A
tall, muscular man entered, followed by another man whose dimensions were incredi-
ble, and finally by a much smaller man, a scrawny little rooster of a man dressed as a
telephone receiver. :

“My God!’* Don gasped, still sprawled out on the floor. *“Y-y-you're Phreddie..."”

““That’s right, scum,’” the small man interrupted. ‘‘I’'m Phreddie the Phone man.’

There was a beat of silence as Phreddie let this realization sink in.

““You’re one lucky boy, Don m’lad,’”’ Phreddie went on. ‘‘Oh, I could have just sent
my men over today to do well by me and avenge the phone company, but you lucked
out of that...’

“But...but what? I mean, why?’’ Don sitammered.

“Shut up, clown, and listen!’’ Phreddie spat at him, kicking Don in the ribs while he
strolled over to the stand on which stood Finley’s bowl. *‘I guess you heard about my
dog, Phido.”

Don, who had scrambled to his feet, lowered his eyes. ‘‘Yes, I heard. And | want you
to know that I always liked...”

“‘Shut up. Now, I guess your simple mind could understand that I need a new u.m:.
ner, right? Right. Well, fellah, we’ve known about you and your fish for a long time
now. You owe this little fish for your very life, buddy.”

Don gasped loudly, ‘“Oh now, you can’t mean...
““That’s right,”” Phreddie sneered. He motioned to one of his henchmen, who took

the fishbowl and the food and left the apartment. Phreddie strode over to Don, who
had dropped to his knees in surprised dismay. He handed him a flyer, then left the
apartment, followed by the second henchman who called back to Don, ‘‘Your normal
billing resumes next month!”’

Phreddie yelled, ‘‘Thanks, sucker!”’
It was a few moments before Don could bring himself to look at the flyer that Phred-

die had given him. At the very top was a picture of Phreddie holding a fishbowl, with

his fish in it, and it read: . :
““The phone company would like to introduce Phreddie the Phone man and his new

phriend, Phinley!”’

(Continued on page 7)
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The CRUCIBLE Spring 1982

i

Jucliss Plange

DRY SPELL

Mid-April and all

that has come of love
litters this lawn:

old dandelions, drained
of promises, each one
having drawn the light
like sticks into the pit
of its heart

This is what desire leaves:
a skeleton of small bones
arranged on a stalk

You walk through this field
scattering pale globes

of seeds:

air fills with dust

It’s what you breathe:
shadows of bodies
drifting like smoke

o ‘H.__4~<—4~q__u~.—4~<___1—«»..Fqﬁ_—wﬂmqpq—c-4~<__4~<-<~<—4~1—4~<p<~<—4—1__<~<»‘n<__n~.4»1 M\ &M &M M M N W W W W W B 0 B W W O W W
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. : Photo by Ken Foster

Ode to Joe

The aroma of his tobacco is ¥
forever gone from my nostrils

His warm tender touch is never again
mine to feel. :

| lost him once when he <
moved away ;

Isn't once ever enough?

| loved Joe though the words
were never said

| loved him for what he

was

Why wasn't what he was enough?

He didn’t have to change time...
Time would have changed him...
What went wrong Joe?
When did it go wrong?
You had the answers...

A preacher always has the
answers...

What went wrong Joe?

Was the rope too short
or
the jump too long?

Why Joe?

People call what you did
suicide-

They always do...
But it wasn't Joe -

it never is...
It's murder Joe -

We all killed you...

Brenda Spence ..'m sorry...
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Rita Pheth
Bod

You were a bird, not the sleek crow, the scavenger,

the raucous beaked noise maker teasing our stray
from the step;

He never followed me home, indoors to my dressing
table, to the bone

white dish, the red velvet cloth that lay like a vestment.

You with an ear close to the ground, a pin sharp beak
splitting ‘

the frozen grass, your nest was your refuge, but
always

You listened. | hear you, your feathers spreading
with cold, toward me.

Both by
Missy E. Gentile

They Never Really Talked

She fell in love the first time they talked.

He had the looks and the personality.

A gentle voice and vibrant charm. :
His jet black hair and neatly groomed beard made him
Stand out in any crowd.

His eyes were so outstanding. z

A mixture of emerald green and sky blue.

So bright and penetrating, they seemed to have a
Hypnotic quality.

She fell in love with his eyes before his person.

She wasn’t listening to his ; -
She didn’t know what she was sayng to him.

Mesmerized by his deep piercing eyes.
Enchanted by his charm.
Infatuated!

They never really talked.

When We’re Together

Love has found a way in my heart.

I never felt this way in my heart before.

I need you beside me, to guide me, and to hold me.

I need you.

You are love to me.

Incredible is what you are to me.

Please don’t take your love from me.

There is nothing wrong with me loving you.

When I gave all of my love to you I said you were a
Dream come true.

You took the best part of my heart.

You're one of a kind and I want you.

I give you all my love.

I found love now that I’ve found you.

I got love now that I’ve got you.

We should make the best of things when we’re together.
Like winter needs spring, I need you.

Giving myself to you can never be wrong if the love is
True.

I could never find anyone that makes me feel the way
You do.

I never felt so good.

When you need strength to carry on you’ve got me to turn
To.

Sometimes you’ll be so far away from me.

We should make the best of things when we’re together.

My Sunbeam

As you walked through the door,
I saw you somewhere before.
Talked, laughed and I don’t know why,
The night seemed to fly by.
Seeing you around made me smile,
Calling me every once in a while,
Just to talk about nothing at all,

Walking together, playing ball. s
Going places, doing things, being with you,
Feeling everything all brand new.

Slipping and sliding down a sunbeam,
Now I remember, you're in a dream.

J.L.B.

Drawing by  Virginia Farese

The Salesman

David B. Gittelman

I am old now. I don’t mind admitting it to myself, although it wa$"hard to accept
when the tell-tale signs began appearing. When | was a child, I had every possible
childhood malady, and I should have known then that the stage of my life it was really
forecasting was my old age, aches and wrinkles to come. Now, in what they call my
“‘sunset years,’” | have arthritis, age spots and bad eyes. My arteries are hardening and
my muscles are softening. In short, I aged well. Sometimes 1 see myself in the mirror,

It isn’t a pleasant ering one’s role in his own life. Perhaps the most
disconcerting thought that can enter a man’s mind is that doubt that every man ex-
peiences regarding the importance of his own existence. If I sound overly philosophical
and somewhat morbid, it’s because 1 know; I’ve lived, and 1’ve doubted. While I know 1
will be missed when I finally ledve this life, I can’t help wondering if I've ever really
meant anything to anybody.

Ah, but perhaps this is all a bit severe. Lord knows I’ve come in contact with more
people than the average man could ever hope to meet. My jobs have been so numerous
and various, I get a rush just thinking about the energy I once had! If I had a hundred or
more jobs throughout this life, I only had one profession. I was a salesman. All my life,
I've been a salesman, and I’'ll die a salesman, too.

I’ve run the gamut of the sales profession. I’ve gone from the classic paper route as a
mere boy to supervising whole regions of men who were no better or worse than I. I've
been a peddler of patent medicines, I’ve been the much-feared-and-revered used car
salesman, and the dreaded door-to-door man. In fact, looking back over the years that |
toiled without so much as a sympathetic glance from puzzled onlookers or disappointed
relatives, I can only think of one area that I never tried to enter as a salesman of the pro-
duct offered. I never much cared for insurance salesmen, and maybe that’s why | never
entered the field. No, upon reflection, that’s not why at all. I never sold insurance
because I never saw reason to value life like some folks do; I've tried never to be a
hypocrite throughout my career. Other than the insurance racket, though, I've sold it
all.

But maybe I’'m confusing you at this point. By saying that I'm a salesman, you pro-
bably think that I've never done anything else to put bread on the table and a shirt on
my back. No, I was an artist in my idealistic days; my mind was very much clear and ac-
tive then. When I met my first wife, I was a stage actor, and I’ve always thought that it
was my profession that struck the first spark of romance between us. | was flamboyant
and outspoken, and she was shy and easily impressed. Maybe this combination doesn’t
make for eternal bliss, but it did make for quite a few years of pleasant subsistance and
two bright and beautiful children. God bless them, they’re both professionals, and they
take good care of their old father. I saw their mother last when she died a year ago, and
she was as beautiful and shy as that first day I met her.

But this is useless reminiscence, this talk about death. My original point was that I
once created, rather than just sold others’ creations. I dabbled in writing awhile, and
found that writers - good ones, that is - must be the most patient people in the world.
The discipline and the patience, they’re the key to writing. And the guts - you need real
guts,

(Continued on page 13)
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All by All by

Lisa A. Curran Nora E. O’Neill

We Are One Satty ‘

As | wander off along the mountain side
To leave all thoughts of present behind
~ To breathe the fresh air
And adore God’s gifts of nature
| sat upon a rock that faced the brook
And in my time of wanting to be
Alone with the Lord
| was not
You were there with me, in all my thoughts
It was then | realized
You are always with me
For we two are actually one.

Come With Me

I hold out my hand

To you my love

Come with me

Together we shall explore

All that God has to give us

We will walk amid the fiery rocks
And stumble over the hurdles
We will carry great crosses

And fall from despair

Oh no! Bury those fears my love
For we shall fall

Only to rise again -

With new understanding

And stronger faith

Then we shall be amidst

The Glory of God.

Wish You Were Here

| think of you often

Your tender touch

Your gentle smile

| feel compelled at times
To reach out for you
But you are not there
Michael, | miss you.

Once in a while, when nobody is looking,
she smiles.

She thinks of long ago, when things were simple,
and he was by her side.

He looks happy now, without a worry or care, just like a child,

they say he’ll never be the same.
Her hopes dissolve, day by day,

still she visits.
She looks for recognition and weeps,

because there’s nothing behind that childish face.
She knows it’s not his fault, so she just

remembers the love they shared.

The Tracks Have Two Sides

Mercedes vs. Volkswagon
Calvin Klein vs. Levis
Puma vs. Converses

The haves vs. the wants.

It’'s Hard to Say Goodbye

You tell me that it's over,
We both know that’s not true.
Nor | without you.
There’s nothing left to talk about,

What's done, is done.

It wouldn’t be the same now,
Not even if we tried.

| guess I'm just finding out,
It's hard to say goodbye.

Spring

They are all outside,
wearing shorts and playing ball,
this must mean it's spring.

.__._._m crack of the bat,
baseball time again.

Girls in bathing suits,
guys, barefoot and without shirts,
trying to get tan.

It’s finally here,

and tempting more than ever,
because it won’'t last.

Photo by

Barbara Pastella

the shouts and cheers from teammates,
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Drawers

| opened the drawer

as well as the wounds.

The letters still there.

Paper links in a rusted chain.
A chain that still binds

to love/laughter strewn days.
There in the drawer

a still reminder.

All by
Jonathan Bravard

She’s always on my mind

like the melody on a song

a song that’s full of gladness

and a song that’s full of pain.

But my song she doesn’t listen to

So | play to myself, for it keeps

ends

Night drifts down

as the neon bleeds into the darkness

A call to the openings
of the bars
igo

the dream alive and keeps me full of hope.

Her Eyes

Her eyes were smile lit.
Thoughts of tomorrow
blended with memories
of the night past.

yesterday’s passion packed in a suitcase But | cried

Leaving a past that echoed

but now is silent

There are no shadows here

just the snowlight gleam
to light the path
anew...

over love’s fear.

Her eyes still smiled
at my confusion.

So | left her there
lights burning

in the night.

She sits there not looking
in his eyes

missing his best moments
with her coldness

a defeated heart

his solitary lights

in the dark

Lights

small towns

and dreams
yesterdays
become tomorrow

-STOPLIGHT-

never mind the corners
miss the bars

miss the town

time runs slow

-STOPLIGHT-

the old warriors monument
dead gas pumps

the town’s cemetary
you’re already past

-GREENLIGHT-

Quiet drizzle

leaves ambling across the road

an aire of security

the feeling of warmth

idle chatter

apprehension

Stopping

the release .

tacit understandings are met.

calm

openness

return leads to retreat

Are you afraid of the dark?
| probably am.

Consumed by the intense blaze

We emerge charred
Unable to feel

Too much

Too soon

Everything eradicated

Nothing left but the smoldering

memories

The trees are still bare
and the grass is brown

yet the sun is warm and
the wind blows its rendition
of Mozart as | sit beneath
Spring'’s virgin rays.

The new is emerging and the
old drifts toward the ground in
a tranquil sweeping motion

Fantasies of the heart bud slowly
with the tender recollection of
loves lost. :

Spring’s first bee searches furiously
for a flower

as | too search for the precious
nectar of

| now close my eyes
and feel the warmth

| remember your touch and
feel a gentle breeze kissing
my lips.

I can only hope that the
sun kisses you with the
warmth of our undying memories.

ey

L g e .

Drawing by
Virginia Farese

A young little bird

flys aimlessly through the sky
the sun blazing

shining illusions into the birds
eyes.

The bird flys towards the warmth
of the illusions

only to fly into a window

and face the reality of life

The bird,

stunned and disillusioned,
hops up and tries to collect
himself before reembarking on
his journey.

Wondering, as | do,
if he’ll ever reach the sun.
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Page 18

The CRUCILBE

Shawn Bingman

FIFTEEN

The tears we have that just won’t show
When grades would come then suddenly go
And dreams were there to comfort you
And friends you had they all went, too.
Dresses, jeans, and make-up tools

Stay in closets to entertain fools

The dances came and you stood still

While friends went down to a nearby grill.

And those of us who feel left out
Cuss and swear and sometimes pout.
Your parents seem to laugh about
Your brothers scream that they want out.
Your world begins to fall apart
Empty longings in your heart.
When will it start...
...for you?

“I'm Anna Saranak. | heard that you were good at writing papers,
and | need some help. Do you have a minute?”

Of course Cynthia was a bit confused, but she didn’t mind. Anna
sat down and handed her her paper.

“I really hope that I’'m not bothering you. | could come back later
or get someone else to read it. It’s just that | don’t know many peo-
ple yet.”

“I don’t mind. Are you a freshman?”

“No, I'm a sophomore. | transferred this semester.”

“Really? What are you majoring in?”

“Economics,”

Cynthia looked over the paper carefully, suggested a few
changes, then handed it back.

“It’s well written,” Cynthia complimented.

“Thanks. By the way, haven’t | seen you with Marc King?”

“Probably, we are pretty steady.”

“I know one of his friends, Trip Monroe.”

“Trip, huh? He's a nice_guy. Quite the lady killer, | hear.”

““Oh, 1 don’t know him that well. He's more of an acquaintance.”

“You mean he hasn’t made a play for you yet?"”

“No, not yet.”

Cynthia paused for a moment. “Mark is having a party Friday
night. If you don’t have anything else to do, stop by. It’'s Apartment
2-B above the Candle Shop in town. Trip will be there.”

“Really? | just might take you up on that. Thanks a lot. Well, |
must be off to class. Thanks again for your help,” Anna said
graciously. ;

“Sure, anytime,” Cynthia answered.

Anna walked away cheerfully. She had actually pulled if off, her
plan had worked. Everything was set for Friday.

After dinner Friday, Anna showered and dressed, slowly and

- carefully. Her long, brown hair was curled loosly around her face.
She selected a deep, plum colored, silk blouse, a gray blazer, and
Sassoon jeans. At nine o’clock she was confident and ready to go.

Classes, meetings, and lunchbreaks, too
Fall into place but it’s not for you.

You need a chance to prove yourself
That you’re as good as anyone else. s
Quotations seem to go right through :
1t all seems senseless just to you
You want to laugh and want to cry
You dreams go along swiftly by.

Clothes that tear embarrass you
The words you hear would make you blue
Your parents say that you grew
Focus to pictures that you drew.

You dream away your doubts and fears Sundays seem to fade away
Memories of forgotten years

You’'re shunned upon with open ears
Puddles form from long due tears
Hopes go by in second gear.

Will someone want to stay and hear?
Who'll be there to listen...

Church goes on that same old way.
FParents seem to have the last say.
You bow your head but you just can’t pray.

Psalms and proverb§ follow you.
They don’t instruct you what to do.

...for you? You go around feeling confused

Feeling like you’ve been abused.

Hoping that the day will end

Parents rules that just won’t bend.

Decisions that were sent... .
...for you.

Anna walked to the apartment, about a mile away. She could
have driven her car, but she wanted to give Trip the opportunity to
offer her a ride home, and for her to accept.

When she reached the building, Trip's car was not there yet. Sud-
denly she began to feel a little nervous. Maybe she had been too ob-
vious. Perhaps Trip wouldn’t show up at all, or worse yet show up
with a girl. She paused wondering whether she should forget this
whole thing when Trip’s car pulled up. He was wearing a blue ox-
ford shirt and Lee jeans. He looked terribly preppy and handsome.

“Anna, what are you doing here?” Trip asked eagerly.

| was invited to a party here but I'm not sure if | have the right
apartment number.”

“You must be going to Mark King’s party.”

“Yeah, that's it. Don't tell re you’re going?”’

“Come on Anna, let’s not play games. | spoke to Cynthia today,”
he said with a smile.

*So, what about it?”

“*She seems to think that you may have set yourself up to be in-
vited here tonight.”

Anna's jaw dropped, and her dark brown eyes opened wide. They
knew, they all knew. What a fool she’d made of herself. She
couldn’t go to the party now, she had to get back to campus before
she saw anyone else. She tried to look calm and said, "l don’t know
what you're talking about. But if you think that, | won’t waste my
time here.”

“Anna,” Trip whispered softly as he got closer to her and took
her hands. “You don’t have to put up a front with me. I'm flattered
that you worked so hard to arrange that we could be together
tonight. If | had known that you would haveraccepted, | would have
invited you myself. But | can see that you prefer to play hard to get,
but that's OK too. As long as you know when to quit.”

(Continued on page 19)
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(One Chance continued from page 19)

gone as planned.

The night before the formal, Anna sat alone in her room staring
blankly at her textbook, when the phone rang. It was Trip. -

“Anna?” p

. “This is she.”

“This is Trip.”

“Yes, | know. | recognized your voice.”

Anna was actually being civil to Trip, and not sarcastic at all. She
had begun to feel a little guilty at the way she had been acting, and
didn’t want any hard feelings.

“How have you been?” he asked, sounding sincere.

“Alright.”

“Anna, I'm sorry things turned out the way they did. | had hoped
[l  that things would turn out differently.”

“It wasn't fair for me to blame you.”

“Look, | know it's kind of last minute, but | was wondering if you
might like to go to the formal with me?"”

Anna paused for a moment. He actually wanted her to go after
everything that had happened. Sure, they could make a weekly af-
fair. The nerve of him to think that she would go with him at such
short notice. She answered him caimly but firmly.

“No thanks, | have other plans.”

“| see. Well, maybe some other time,” he said, disappointed.

“Yeah, maybe.”

That was that. Anna hung up the phone and broke down into
tears. Maybe he had been sincere, perhaps she had been wrong in
her assumptions about him. Well, it was too late now. She had had
her chance and she blew it. He wouldn’t lower himself to “beg” her
to go out with him, and it was likely that he would never give her a
second thought. She wiped the tears from her cheeks and lifted her
chin proudly. There would be other formals and other men. She

would pull herself together and life would go on.

The End

Photo by Marc Oren
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small bird
flying t'ward home
passing the fields below
unable to stop and rest there
home calls

Night

Night time wraps the land in darkness
Nodding flowers go to sleep

Day time breezes take on sharpness
Dew comes down as shadows creep
Night birds call from near-by bushes
The heavens hand out there shining stars
Creeping darkness softly pushes

Hiding wounds and masking scars.

child
loving all
always at play
hoping it grows strong
Beginning

Five Little Nuts

Five little nuts were hanging one day
In the Summer sun
When one said Say!
Let’s go for a trip and see the sea
And climb a dune and another said Gee!
I'd rather go where the trout fishing’s great
And started thinking what he’d use for bait
Another nut stirred and said with a sigh
I'd like to see the prairie where the land meets the sky
And there’s not a thing to hinder the vision
The next one said with quiet decision
I'd rather go to a great city
Where there are gay bright lights
And folks are witty
But the fifth one yawned
And settled back
Snuggling down for another nap
Murmured to the others and a passing breeze
I'll just say here if you please
I'll not go off to a distant spot
To see all those things I'd rather not
I'll just stay here and continue to grow
And when it’s time I'll drop below
And find myself an earthen bed
And I'll sprout and I'll grow
And become a tree so folks can come and sit by me
I'll share their secrets and give them rest
And this to me seems to be best
Than dashing about all over the land
Looking for something that’s right at hand.
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The punks moved toward the park and were talking and making obscene
noises and gestures. The cop turned toward the ragged man.

“You all right mister?”’

“I’m fine,”’ replied the man as he brushed back his long brown hair with
the palm of his hand.

They both looked toward n_.o park and watched the punks pushing and
shoving each other as they went.

“Thanks, officer. I really appreciate your helping me.”’

““No sweat mister, It’s all in the line of duty. By the way, what’s your
name mister?”’

“Mike Walters. And what’s yours?"’

“David Rosen.”’

““Well Officer David Rosen, let me buy you a cup of coffee.’’ He started
digging in his ragged pocket for some change.

The cop looked at his watch, and said, ‘““Why not. There’s a no».moo shop
on the corner. Let’s go.”

““Fine with me,”’ replied Mike.

The two men headed toward the corner. The light was red, so they
waited. On the other side was a group of people waiting for the light to
change too.

““‘Mike, I have the strangest feeling that I have met you before, and that
we’ve crossed this same street.”’

““We could have Officer Rosen. We could have. Life is a road with many
crossings.”’

I think 1 know what you mean. What were you doing at the museum to-
day Mike? Why did those punks bother you?”’

““Why does anybody do anything they do?"’

“]1 don’t know."”’

“From where 1 stand, we choose our own destiny. We either work
towards a good goal, or we choose to become renegade. Those punks, they
were renegades. Nothing more, nothing less. They were 5::»8 prevent
me and you from crossing a road.”

The light changed to green. The people on the other side began to cross
too. Just then a car turned the corner. Its tires screeching and spinning
madly, twisting it around into the paths of the oncoming pedestrians. One
man in a blue pin-striped suit was halfway across the road and froze, not
knowing which way to go.

The officer leaped into action. He ran toward the man and pushing him
clear of the machine, only to take the full blunt force of the wild car. He
flew up hitting the windshield and tumbled over the car’s roof and onto the
cold, hard, city street. The car then continued on until it rammed into a
parked truck and stopped, lifeless.

All the traffic coagulated as the people gathered around. The policeman
laid still. Mike went to him,

““David. David.”” Mike gently loosened his tie. ‘“‘Can you hear me?”’

David opened his eyes. A brief smile of recognition swept over his face.
“Is he all right?”’

“Yes. You did good.”

David closed his eyes and died on a congested New York street. The man
in the blue pin-striped suit came forward after picking himself up.

““He saved me! He saved me!”’ the man Eo.u_w_:..on in astonishment.
“Who is he?”

Mike stood up. ‘‘Someone call an ambulance.”’

‘““Who is he?”’ he repeated. ‘“What’s his name?”’

-HE-*-

The people stood and watched in a dull stupor of ignorance as the blood
oozed out onto the cold, hard street. Mike pushed his way through the
gathering crowd of onlookers. He heard an ambulance’s screaming cry in
ﬁu distance, echoing off the inner city buildings as he headed back toward
the park.

The End

Joseph Nicholson

A Solomeonic Decision

King Solomon was very wise. One day two women were brought before
him, each claiming to be the mother of a small baby, a cute little fellow
with big dark eyes. They placed him between them on the floor of the tent,
the Jews being nomads at the time. The two women stood before
Solomon’s throne.

““Which of you is the mother?’’ asked Solomon.

‘] am the mother,’’ they answered together.

““Very well,”” said Solomon, shrewdly. ‘‘Since each of you claims to be
the mother, I will divide this baby in half with my great sword and give you
equal portions of him.”’

There was a long pause. Solomon picked up his great sword and stood
above the baby. He raised the great sword over his head while the baby
cooed and giggle.

Naturally, the false mother said nothing. She was just in this for kicks
anyway, and she didn’t want to take care of the baby even if she did get it.
Besides, she had never seen a baby cut in half before.

The real mother, however, cried out, ‘“No! No! Don’t kill him,
Solomon. Give him to the other woman.”’

““Too late!”’ cried Solomon and he cut the baby in half. From that day
forth, the people did not trouble Solomon with their baby problems.
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