THE
CRUCIBLE

A Collection of

Original Poetry, Prose,
and Art

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV




C

> LI,
rw:w“ b SORLL
r‘ - ...bt.n({:..!..: i
! w....‘JM A
nﬂ...:,._.“..?.....‘

by e
ol G B ﬂlfw..\?

St re s g4

B £ e e
b L TR FRY
AWREY A" _-..r..,n. .\.u
- oo

B VN
J.a:.‘n..—e!ir -
ich, l...l,.;!n.
ﬂh '.w..u L it
SRR T AR Ny
,.Mr...u-,..v.ﬂa,

s

61 duadg ‘1ayeq
Jsojasuey)d 81 YOIUAPIS ‘I13[JUYSY
AN '8 39124 ‘12K3N ‘Brerd
B[[eised 91 Asury
131804 Sl ouadg ““ XN
4! (‘3u02) napeg % ASUIN ML
£l ("1u02) napueg » ASqury ‘Haqey
4! (“1u02) napueq % Asury ‘ziue|n
IT (*1u0d) Napeg 2 Asqury
oI nanIeq %® AUy
191504 6 ‘AT AUy
‘8 £101S ‘SUdAIS ‘YINY ‘IARJUIYSY
191504 L JuoM ‘K101 ‘aned ‘Aaqury
191504 9 YorupRpIs ‘eAmQ A '4"1
191504 S uewdulg
[IPpuelg v suaydag ‘yiny ‘I3RJuaysy
B[[215ed € e[oIsed ‘reyiuawinig
z UOS[IA ‘UOS[OYIIN ‘wreyin

ISy adeg RETTAPVY

S)uAUO)) 3O JqBL

gpLLT elueA[Asuuag ‘USABH X207
ago[[o) 21®)S UsARH X207
suonedlgng 1Uspms

uosjoydiN ydasop "I
HOSIAQY ALTNOVA

12)31y med
[Byjuawnyg sio|
pIeA[IH SuaIe\l

‘LNOAV

dduaj, a8aep
“LSIdAL

191804 uUay
‘40LIad AHdVEDOLOHd

B[[9158d 'V Blvqieg
‘HOLIAH HNILVNIAHOO0O

UOS[IA\ "H STuud(]
‘HOLIaHd

I861 11BA
dTdIONYD dHL

uouuad| uyop
pue
uidey) Lirey

,‘omr) Iy} 210j3q 31y,
paip oym sjaod [fe iog
‘NOLLVOIddd

I @8egq JTdI0N™YO THL

1861 TIV4d




Page 2

THE CRUCIBLE FALL 1981

The Venus Button

The Venus Button, our scientists tell us, has developed a
hairline crack along its inner wall and threatens to split Venus,
whereupon the planets will all come unwound and go clacking
together about the Sun like balls tied to the end of a stick.

As the galaxy holds its breath, our expedition to Venus’ polar
cap descends into the planet’s core where the magnetic wires from
as far away as Pluto have wound and hummed for millions of
years, pulling the planets through their orbits.

Here, in the center of Venus, our solar system stabilizes the
great energy of the Sun and determines the rotation of the planets
by means of the gentle weaving and unweaving of the wires.
Through the great openings in Venus’ underside. We can watch
the wires undulating through the middle of Mercury, small and
mysterious, to their track around the Sun. :

We whistle in awe. Our Captain says, *‘Wow...if this baby ever
comes undone...!”’ We nod in agreement, the result too terrible to
imagine.

Quickly, we fill the hairline crack of inner Venus with space
mortar, anti-magnetic so the planet’s backward rotation won’t
suck it loose the moment we leave.

And the scientists tell us we have succeeded. Our solar system
will hold for at least another thousand years.

Now, as always, Venus shines brightly in our morning and
evening sky, hot and cloudy planet, vital button which sews us to
our Sun,

Joseph Nicholson

I REALLY LIKE IT

I really like it, I do.

That is why I spend my time

raking and piling together

all the little bits of others

that society demands to be thrown away.

A trash pile of human scrap paper,
that having no real value, becomes
obsolete and discarded because

it is not productive

or just misfit.

These pieces I gather like a trash man.
Sorting and filing, I separate

the piles to be examined as a whole
and recycled for human consumption.
It’s a steady job, and I like it.

Oh My Buttons!

Oh, by the way, l.once met a man.
Oh really!

Who was much like David Copperfield's nurse.

Not because he was big and matherly.
For heaven’s sake!

He wasn’t. It was more

for his use of mundane exclamations.
No kidding!

That reminded me of her

hugging David and poppin’ her buttons

saying, ‘‘oh my buttons!‘

Editor
Dennis Wilson
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EDITOR FROM THE PAST

No Sirens Please

City halls

marooned with fez reverberate
Cucumbers very nice.

Lavender on the wall like grape jello
collects Autumn in sticky tins.

Neither sky nor ground poke a head up.
Someone puts down a coffee cup

too suddenly hot,

sniffs loose paper towel threads in the air
and notices.

A stash of instant rain

puffs rusted screen door pores

creasing faces.

Because of the parade traffic

is unusually thick,

but it moves down the street

past stalls of fruit

and cucumbers still somewhat green.

Clinging to Summer

like a sun dress limply clutching

a closet door knob,

ignoring the chill of Autumn

and the clinking aluminum finale of hangers,
I sink my big toe in knee deep water

and submerge fathoms toward the sun.

The sky unwinds flaxen thread
around pine tree spool reflections,
silt and cloud ripple blanketed.

Children scatter toward school like ants.
While cold gnaws Summer’s fruit

with white chipped and jagged tooth
maple leaves dive red swirls to the ground.
Days fold chin to knees

huddled against evening’s chill.

Tucked between mountain folds the river
raises a mist white cobra head.

I do not look,

heat from the sand warms.
The water licks rocky lips
tasting the stirred froth

of yellow, red and orange.
An apple bows into the dock.

Edith W. Durham

Editor 1979
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Epitaph for a Mugger

The only regret he has for his

T e e L iy

life of sin

Is that he cannot take advantage of

what he now is in.

H
Times good and bad _
And Ashenfelt we smile sadly A
or try to smile “
Jjust a little
I’ll hold out my arms
you can come
or go
as you please _
But you know !
you know I’m here {
I’ll stay k
w
|

The fool once again
Yes i say
it was i

and i’ll shout it Quietly at the side

by the side
Waiting

you know

to come or go
As you please

Jfrom the roof tops
if it will make you happy

I’m the fool

Jenifer Ruth
i listened
i tried
i cared
i cried
it was i
once again
to all of you
Yes i say
the fool
e Xv_m :
I’m the fool i~ xx\mﬂ g
i x i ] |
X X wmv. |
Jenifer Ruth - o A w |
. _ m KA %X __
= : e - “
= _ S yw ,_
‘ s / X ,
ﬁ £ X _
At |
X o 5

>
gk

LR

| sigh a sad sigh,

But gentle. :

It is a sigh of wanting, :
Of yearning

To know a lost feeling, _
Love.

Sally Stephens

4 e .
Brandell
Ko Fos
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Photo by Ken Foster

Love

Songs are precious to my ear,

Things are simpler when you're near,
The wind calls softly out to me,

A different light shines bright and free.

My problems seem to disappear,

Joy and happiness replace my fear,
Life has more meaning since you came,
| find myself calling out your name.

Is this what love is?

Gayle Sidelnick

TAKE A TRIP

J. Ebo Otuya

It is often expressed that monotony kills interest while variety is the spice
of life. If there’s any substratum of truth in this expression, then what will
five minutes mean to you if that’s what it costs to travel to Africa while sit-
ting complacently on your couch?

Sitting up here in my little stuffy summer room in the United States, |
feel like shaking off the nostalgia by reflecting on those happy moments
when I celebrated the ““Ukwata’’ feast with my family and friends.

The Ukwata feast is celebrated by Beneku Community of Bendel State of
Nigeria every mid-February. It lasts for four days. It is a traditional festival
designed to bring Beneku sons and daughters at home and abroad to an an-
nual get-together. The four days are cramped with a series of exciting ac-
tivities which follow a chronological sequence.

At about 4 p.m. the first day, everybody drives to the market square. It is
an opportunity to know and talk to people. Those who have not seen each
other for years cannot control their excitement, which now wells up into an
explosion of hi’s, hello’s, copious shouts and a crisis of warm hugging.
Some even weep for joy.

A seven-gun-salute serves as a harbinger to herald the emergence of the
Ukwata masquerader. The guns are deafening and what do you expect of
little kids at this point? Clutching their mothers and wanting to hide under
their skin for fear - a lamb takes after its mother. In a flash, and coming
from no where, the Ukwata masquerader emerges. Beautifully dressed
from hair to toe, is a fine young man of average height, supposedly pure in
spirit, crime-free and a good dancer.

The mask is rectangular in shape, comprising bows, arrows, swords and
guns at the four corners. In the middle is a young and beautiful lady with
her arms wrapped over her children, looking straight up to the sky as if call-
ing down God’s peace onto the children. To avoid any complicating
details, it will suffice to say that the mask is symbolic of love and peace and
total defense of what is yours. The mask rests on the head of the carrier

with*a multi-colored velvet material embroidered with various designs

YOU ARE MY PARADISE

As the weekend draws to an end,

My mind is taken to your idea of paradise.

Even though you’re not here to defend,

| believe in its beauty and tranquility.

Most of the details that belong with your place

Have been shuffled around in time and forgotten.

Now, | remember the exuberant glow of your face,
Laughing as you told me about it.

That thought makes lost details enough,

To drift my dreams away from here,

And | can picture us walking and talking and stuff -

Our hearts free, one to touch the other.

Here, we could walk until we find a spot to be alone,
Most likely under a quiet tree,

Or maybe in the opening of a few giant stones.

But it really makes no difference, just so we are together.
To spend a day with you,

Whether in the city, by the shore, or in peaceful Maine,
Is my idea of getting through.

Yes, you are my paradise.

Making up stories and singing love songs are two of my details.
Just sitting together, talking, listening, crying, laughing,
Are some of the things that never fail.

And the look in your eyes makes everything right.
Paradise, a place to follow my heart and not my head.
A place to show you who | am - b=

Better than going home, rather stay there instead -

With you, because you are my paradise.

L.R.Y.

hanging down to the chest. Around the waist is another different skirt-like
material that stops at the knee. It is called **mbenuku.”’ As the dancer sw-
ings round, the mbenuku flies round his waist forming an interesting cir-
cumference. On both ankles are metal gongs that give rhythm to every one
of his movements.

The shout of joy, admiration of the mask’s beauty, his dynamic
movements, and the perfect blend of the musical instruments conver! the
market square into a tamborine of pandemonium. Soldiers and police
throw the crowd into a backward stampede but the surging crowd would
only yield for a moment as everybody strives to achieve maximum satisfac-
tion from the masquerader.

The dance lasts for two hours. Everybody goes home with the market
square’s activities forming the centre of discussion. From this period to the
fourth day there are usually sumptuous meals, inter-visitations, dressing,
discoing, and traditional dances. This is also the period that young talents
make their successful debuts.

On the fourth day, everybody ranging from 10-40 years of age, start a
rally at 7 a.m. round the streets, nooks and corners of the city. This rally is
accompanied with melodious songs chanted to the rhythm of the stamping
feet made possible by short jogging steps. This is very exciting. It makes for
oneness. Little kids cannot wait until they are ten to join the rally. Older
people curse their age and wish they were young again.

At 4 p.m. the last day, the Ukwata masquerader makes his final ap-
pearance for the year. His dance this time is vigorous and exciting but very
transcient. In half an hour, he is gone. Everybody yells for more, but man,
you have to wait until the following year. Almost simultaneously, schedul-
ed wrestlers engage in an open wrestling match. This is where skills and
muscles come to play. What luck if you win yourself fame by not being
beaten. TheCommunity Scholarship for that year is yours. In case you've
not had a girl friend before, be prepared to pick up one of those beautiful
and sweet things who will pay you close compliments since you will be the
cynosure of all eyes.

People then sing and dance at bars, discotheques, bandstands and you
name it! Booze and bugging are the answers “til dawn. If your job is impor-
tant to you, you then prepare to go back to work or you'll be fired!

It is my hope that this piece will make interesting reading for you.

The End
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| owe you a debt.

A debt which | can never repay.
Once again

| can hold my head high in the air.
| can stand tall.

I can think clearly.

You are the reason for this.

| can never forget.

Once again

| can learn to love,

And | can love

You.

Sally Stephens

Flurry of water
feathers, legs disappear
lessening of ripples.

Haiku

Sunlight bursts
through a rotted window frame
meeting with the dust and floor.

Explorations of
a track by a cricket
end with the 3:15.

Tide breaks on dark rocks
as a struggling sand crab rests
on the wet earth.

Snarling wolverines
rapidly gnash their sharp teeth
while a hamster yawns.

By Andrew Ashenfelter

A single voice distinguished by the silence.

A lonely trumpeter stands gaily on the hill.

A tear to recollect past days of searching triumph.
At last he earns what he has tried to kill.

The song birds lift their heads in lofty chorus,
Adjusting strength and pow'r to fit their cue.
A sigh escapes his lips in pity for us,
Exchanging vows of wishes longing too.

His soul so soon to be his prison cell,

Once captured by his pure and simple mind.
His deeds had always been his own free will,
Before determined by too cruel mankind.

We mourn for all that stagnates being proper.
The eulogy professes he was kind.

When all he tried to do was justly conquer
Society’'s vast wilderness of crime.

Sally Stephens

And Then There Were None

The throngs are gone

Hidden in their shelters

caves dungeons

dismal dungeons of their own design
darkness lit by incandescence

Jalse illuminations

false gods idols dolls

blindly believing

a shallow satisfaction

in a glittering cave

dungeon

chained by false modesty

Jalse hope jeses '
&bﬁ&..\.ﬂﬁ.&\n e e B 0 acts T SO SE ae SPE

their eyes tear in the sun
cursing the light

its purity truth

they wither and wonder
until then there were none,

Jenifer Ruth

Candle Light

A shiny and flickering,

Hypnotizing glow.

Red, orange, yellow, white and blue,
Colors dancing to and from view.
Warming, soothing, or jumping alive,
Filling a room with an aura of light.
Sometimes destroying,

For it is man who starts the flame.

Unkind

A person not too bright

But full of inner pride,

Has a heart that’s been turned down
Too many times.

Unkind people jeering,

Untamed by human dignity,
Destroyed into shame.

Love - Hate

The line between is getting thinner.
The noose is closing around my neck.
Please -

Let me be,

To gaze at the horizon when I choose,

A rush of running water soothes my ears,
First cold, then warm, and finally hot
Sensations pierce my skin.
Little darts of pleasure spurt over my head,
Rinsing my worries away.
My neck and shoulders tingle with delight,
While tiny droplets glisten in the light.
Around my legs the spiral staircase goes,
Winding around each -one of my toes,
Escaping me, only to get caught in the river
Swirling down the drain,

Loneliness - Tears

Have taken their toll,

But nobody knows.

As a volcano on the verge of eruption,
The lava held back by a shell

Worn thin by pressure,

Until it explodes.

In the Lights

Listen to the beat, the rhythm, and the rhyme,
Count the measures, read notes, and times.
Stomp your feet, and clap your hands.

Sway to the music, and dance to and fro.
After all, you are the star of the show.

All by Julie Ann Story
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Page 10 The CRUCIBLE FALL 1981
" Ranston: Oh, that doesn’t apply to me. I'm a collector. | have some good
’ cookies in the kitchen. Mrs. Brolloski from down the hall baked
‘ 1.—4 m H o o ML r H O 1.—..4 o w them for me. Don’t tell her I told you this, but cookies are the on-
_ ly thing she can bake. Her apple pie? Yuk. But she means well,
__ God bless her.
‘ CAROL KINLEY
i
I
E BA ETT
h MIK RTL Stacy: You're a collector? What does a collector do -- and why does that
. make you exempt from paying the federal income tax?
]
: Scene-- New York City loft apartment. The walls are lined with nearly
ﬁ three thousand plastic milk crates filled with paper. A middle- Ranston: You certainly are a serious young woman. No tea, no cookies --
ﬁ aged man, RANSTON ALLEN, sits at a small desk, leafing you're going to work yourself into an early grave, you mark my
ﬁ . through thousands of 3x5 file cards in the drawers of the desk. words.
ﬁ The desk is the only piece of conventional furniture in the room.
: The doorbell rings.
ﬁ Stacy: (exasperated) Mr. Allen...
;
_ Ranston: (going to the door and peering through the peep-hole) Who is it?
F
“ Ranston: Please call me Ranston.
j
] Woman: RS, Mr. Allen. May I come in and talk to you for a moment?
£
“ , Stacy:  ...you didn’t answer my question. This is a very serious matter,
_ this not filing income tax returns. How do you justify violating
__ Ranston: (fumbling with an elaborate system of lock on the door) IRS? In- the tax laws?
1 ternal Revenue? You want to see me? (He opens the door, reveal-
] ing a young woman)
'
Ranston: (perplexed) I told you, Stacy. I did file them. (going to a stack of
orange plastic crates) They’re right here. Right with the pam-
4 Woman: I'm Stacy Haladretti, Mr. Allen of the IRS. May I come in? phlets on insulating your home, the census papers, and all the
other writings of Uncle Sam. | told you, I’'m a collector.
w Ranston: Sure. Of course. Sure. Where are my manners? I'm not used to o 5 ,
visitors anymore. Please forgive me, Miss Haladretti. Come in. Stacy: A collector, What is a collector? What does being a collector have
Can I get you anything to drink? Coffee? Tea? I just brewed a pot to do with not paying taxes?
of tea, but coffee’s no trouble. Please sit down -- (he looks
__ around the room) -- on the chair by the desk. (it is the only chair
_ in the room)
Ranston: Why, everything, Stacy! A collector is a person who collects.
Some collectors collect antique clocks or postage stamps or cars
/ or illnesses -- I collect literature.
Stacy: Thank you. Nothing for me, thanks. Mr. Allen, I’ve come to talk
to you about your tax returns.
Stacy: (pulling a pad and pencil from her briefcase) Let me get this
straight. You collect literature and you consider tax forms
Ranston: Please call me Ranston, Miss Haladretti -- Stacy? literature?
Stacy:  According to our records, you haven’t filed a tax return since Ranston: (grinning with excitement) Now you've got it, Stacy, now you've
| 1962. got it. Old Man Blackmore down the hall says all young people
are stupid, but I always tell him people your age are smart as a
whip.
Stacy: Oh, no. That’s not true. I file everything the Government of these
United States sends me. I keep them in these orange Mountain
Farms Dairy crates. There’s a story in every form, I always say. Stacy: (blushing) Thank you very much. Please tell me about your col-
lection.
. : : th ? ? :
ey Fdon’t understand. You mesa you ksep the forms? Hote Ranston: (excited) You’re really interested! You are! Blackmore says peo-
ple aren’t interested in old farts like us anymore. Pardon the
French, Stacy. Wait’ll I tell Blackmore about you. He's a
Ranston: Of course. Are you sure you don’t want any tea? socialist, you know. Crazy as a loon.
. ; Stacy: But how can tax forms be literature? They’re written by
Stacy:  But didn’t you read the forms? Didn’t you see that you were sup- - Ewn:msne,” computers
posed to send them back to the IRS? : 3




d9Vd LXIN NO AINNLLNOD

*BUn3[[00 Paliels [ 13)JB AW }JI 1M AW Jnq ‘pILLIEW Sem [ ‘[loM

{9[BUIS 10 PaLLIBW NOA IV "2I3ymawos Fuied a1, am moN

"P618-LE-1T1 (1amelp
3[1J B WOIJ pIed B SOAOWAI PUB XSIP SIY O] SH[BM dY) ***33s s 127]

JIdquINU £31INJ3G [BI00S

“11€ wawredy 15 Aapireqg popl

i$s31ppY

UV SIIBYD UOISuURY

{owel [[nj InoA s11eym ‘O

NI A3Y] I3A3JBYM pUE SE YONU SB YSE
Aew UONIAMOd AW Ul PIIsIIAUL S,0UM uoAUY A[Urersad ‘Aym

(2seard ‘uonadfiod inok noqe
AW I0J SUONSAND WOS J19MSUR NOA PINOD "ssaulIsnq 03 128 1snw A]
-[ea1] ‘[[am (urede £seaun saw02aq ay§ "B3) I3 UMOP SYULIp ays)

*0UO 219y U3q AJUO ALY ] "Wway) 335 08 0] Ay [ 'OU ‘ON

iAq
doip £33 1,uo( j210WNOR[Y "IN PUE [YSO[joIg 'SI]A INOGE MOH

*2IM)RIN] Yonw
OS [JIM WOOI JUIBS Y] Ul 3q O SNOAIIU WaY) Sayew )1 ssand |
"}orq WO J3AdU A3Y] uond3jod Aw ajdoad moys | 3duQ ‘ou ‘yo

(515an8 Auewr 108 noA 1, uo( (B2) Joy Suliins)

*Auedurod aary 03 221U
0§ S ] "awod[am 2inb 21,0 X *paxe[al 310U Yonuw wass nok ‘yy

‘yonur A1aa nok yuey]

(hom1g
JO 1uolj ul 31 UO SIIY0O0I pue B3] 3y sa0e(d pue eI L)dwd ue dn
sfind 9H "Wo01 3Yy) SIAUI-21 UOISURY ‘DLE][ WIO] 10J asedjaLq
19y y3noiy) saydIeas ays) ., an[ea s)I puB UONIA[[0I Yy} Funsy
DL611 wiod Ino [[Ij ‘9A0qe palsy| Swall ay] uey) Jayjo Suiylawos
JO uondIj[od ' Sey JudlPd Ayl JI,, ‘213y yO (sajou 1ay ur afed

:foelg

‘uojsuey

hoeig

uojsuey

:Aoeig

:uojsuey

foeig

:uoIsuUBRYy

:Aoels

:uojsuey

:Aoe1g

‘uojsuey

:Aoe)g

‘uojsuey

%31

I3yjoue 0] SUIN] 3YS) "$Y00Q JOU Ik SBY UOISUBY IBYM INg ‘S}00q
$,213Y ] °"SuUONII[[0d 3IMeIAI| INOQE 213y ul Suiyiou s,219Y)
‘uureqsayoIep ‘shol ‘Aijamar ‘A121104 ‘sarmeruijy ‘saield
ASUIT ‘sflod ‘saysig ‘suto) ‘sydoD ‘sapog ‘sydeidoiny
‘sanbnuy‘'s10103[[0) 312y ‘yQ ‘asp2 SuiyPawos st And sy
Inq ‘S3TZBID [BI1 WIOS PBY 3A,] *$10103[]0 INOQE 213Y Ul FUIYIIWOS
2q 01 108 s,313y] (S?10uU pue $}OOq XB) I3y ydnosyy Fumrjoor)

11 2u20g

'y10q Jo | B ‘yeaA (Burysis)

iJesns pue wear) 11 128 pue o8 ||| "umop
noA wiyed [[im B3] 3yl "2[qelojwod jjasinok ayew ‘1 SJeyl

(pajeajap Ji se Jieyd 12y ul umop sdojj
ays) ‘3[ym e 1oj I3y aq 03 Julod w,| 235 ued | Y3 (e ‘[am

(B3] JWOS ARY ], UOM NOA
2Ins NoA a1y ‘Jeuonowd 3umniad yuiom jou s, 11 Aj2Ing ‘juenodun
1BY1 [JB 2q 1, ued 3uiy) siy L “12sdn [[e 128 1, uop ‘AdBIS ‘mou ‘mON

"SNOLIAS AIdA SI
uInjal Xe) awodul ue Juijy 10N jaw 0] Fuiua)si] a1, NoA Juryl j,uop
I ((ouad pue ped oy Juiaem pue Ireyd 19y wodlj dn Fuidwnl)

'suon
-e12uaf 21nny 10j U0 ALIED 0} UOOU 2q PINOM 2124 ] “101I2[[0d
ATUO 23} i, | ‘338 NO A °[|E JB Op 1, Up|NoMm 1By} preije w,| "ou ‘yo

"JOMO[S 311 B Suofe a|quinis 0] aARY ISn[ [[IM plIOA U]

‘U0 AJUo Y] Wi, 2IN1e1A]
103[102 01 ApoqAue aq jupnom 213y ‘[rel o1 of jued | ‘yo
4

*awn Suof & Joj el o
03 p[noa nox ;3uiy 10 10j [rel 03 08 pjnod no& mouy nok 1,uoQg
"SME[ XB] 3Y) £2q0 03 9jdoad yoeal op A3y} Ing "SIN0A JoO 3INjRINN|
Jaindwod sy noqe FunpiAue yoeay juop aIns L3yl ‘[PM

‘ajowdue uwep e yiiom 1,ust Jsnf jooyss ‘Jysiu s,atounjdelg
UB PJO ‘mou 3,upIp no£ Jnej 1no4 j,usi 31 Jng “Ino jey) painsy
1 pue 383[[00 03 JUIM IaA3U [ ‘),UP[NOYS A3Y] JBY) [[¥ 18 uoseal
ON (2IMBIA] UMO IIdY) dABY A5yl 1up|noys Aym oS ‘mouy
noA ‘afendue| umo 1Y) aARY A3y ] °aIe A3y} JIBWS MOY dZi[eal
pinoys noj -are sidndwod juepodwi moy punoidyoeq inok
M mou) pinoys noA ‘Ase)g jJofew ssaulsng B puy |21BI1S uuad

‘1ofew ssaUISNq € sem | "3)B1S uuag 03 JuIM |

hoeyg “‘adafjoo
01 08 noA piq “[P3a1u dnjd € yi10Mm 1,Ua18 S|OOYDS UIIPOIA ‘ygnoyy
‘Bunyl auo Jnoqe y3u s asownyoelg (And w peay sy Furyeys)

:Koei1g

1Aoeg

:uoIsuRy

hoeig

‘uosuey

:Kom)g

uoISuURYy

:AdeIS

:uojsuey

:foeig

:uojsuey

:Koe1g

uoIsuey

11 @8eq

JTdIDNdD 24l

I861 TIVd




Page 12 THE CRUCIBLE FALL 1981

““Your Unshore’’

1

Charging the Campfire 1t hink am.
Is ee si-

The campfire is burning low An atom anh_.nm
it needs charging. The glow z
is turning to soot black the One zero e 5
sparkle is out of its flame. In ginonmeting =
It is dying fast. L ing my Sfarther
With one great hack my axe O wnsen ses s
swung, lowered, angled up Ve ry muchun n
and wizzed again. Sree d
I had no pity. They were corpses farther .
anyway and I was just seeing You - a
to the remains. Remains n
that bled the slivers Run d e
I chopped out. Shure farther fithe
But I had my heat to think of. until
I cut them up. I
I carried them home. am o
I ranked them. I ranked them “Your Sin"’ i J 3
with care so as to = o

have the best one that I could find
on the floor, by the fire, at bedtime,
to keep the fire going all night.

Your sin has cast my eyes

I used all Downward

that I chopped up : :

(twigs, limbs, crotches) To a twig that, as I step on il,

and they gave me a warmth

as if they had no other Breaks .

reason for ever having R

lived or died. In two; as your sin has broken me P
From you.

All by Mike Glantz

The Collector Continued
Stacy: So you don’t have a job. (she writes on the form)

Stacy: O.n.. Are w.S._ divorced?

Ranston: Oh, my, it certainly is a job! You see, first I must label the
specimen with a number written on adhesive tape or these gumm-
ed papers. (he reaches around her to the desk and holds the tape
and paper for her to examine) Then I write down where it was
found, when, and its condition. Specimens are carried home in a
protective plastic bag. I only take them out of the plastic to read
them. Once I get them filed I put all my notes on these cards and I
put the cards in this file. (he points) It’s really time consuming.
No time to drive the cab. But you know, that’s just the way it is,
(he laughs)

Ranston: No. No, we’ve just been separated for 26 years.

Stacy: So that’s how long you’ve been collecting.

Ranston: Actually, it has been more like 30 years. At first I just dabbled in
it.  wasn’t serious about it at first. Until I began to feel the value
in it, that is. That’s when I quit my taxi cab job. Shortly after that

my Mary left me. But that’s the way things go, you know. She Stacy: OK, then what is the title of this occupation?
was a good woman.

A . tle?
Stacy: You mean you quit working? Ranston: Title?

(she refers to her book) Well, for example...here, people who col-
lect coins are called numismatists. And people who collect stamps
are called philatelists.

Ranston: Yeah, you see at first it was OK to have the taxi. I could drive all Stacy:
over picking up fares and literature. But then it started getting in
the way --the job that is. I knew I would need more time for the
collection. You see, collections have little meaning when they are
just tossed into a box or dresser drawer. It becomes a collection

only when it has developed a meaning and a purpose.
Ranston: Well, my...I don’t really know.

Stacy: I'm afraid I'm a little confused. .
Stacy: Well, what are other people who collect literature called?

Ranston: Well, let me explain. You see, collections must be properly
organized, cared for, displayed, and annotated. I couldn’t do this Ransto
right while I was driving taxi.

n: I don’t know. You see, there is nobody else. I'm the only one.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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window

why do you stare?
the window is black at night

raining reflections

thrown back in your face
insane imperfections -
dreaming of another place

caught behind cold glass -
the dancing drifter
drowning in the rain -
outside and locked in

a gentle blue sky
surrounds your space-
in it you rise

and fall like a feather-
slow and drifting

dawn

the night shattering radiance
of a defiled born day

climbs into the mistimed morning
conceived in a chilling breeze
and left floating adrift
on unavigable seas -

an ardent reflection
left by impassioned aurora
falls on infernal imperfection
engendered by lost innocence
on the compelling waves

in the wind of raping storms -

tomorrow has gone insane )

i i the dancing waters

Q 3 . . .
o e e whispering to immortality
i cast worn out senses

min ;
M.Mﬁﬂm :“umunmm to bleeding daughters
caught me from behind - warned of immorality .
deep in the storm somewhere by the wisdom of the wind -

the eye of the holder
the urge to conform -

thunder from nowhere
lightning out of sight

sunrise setting

the morning of another night

why do you care?

in the crowded room - emptiness
fills the naked space still

waiting - only to be taken

filled with thoughts searching
memories - hoping to find feelings
lost in the mind - somewhere -

uncontrollable urges
flushed by salt water tears
sink back into the darkness
covering underlying emotions
and naked fears
with a drowning domination -

the dawn genesis

born out of lustful temptation
rises as a mask of desire
Allby T.M. W. in the sun’s crystal prysm rays
. above the white washed tide
and the drifting purity it portrays -

yesterday is almost out of sight -

e - ; - The Collector Qﬂgﬁnﬂ i it . - a .S - iR \
i Rt eeser : 3 o - Ranston: You could write your story and let people know how impor
: SCENE II1 you are. : :
Ranston: This is my library. Here I can keep track of my literature better. Stacy: I could. You bet your ass I could. And I know it'd be as good as

Let me show you my filing system. (he leads her to a huge roll-top anything you have here. Better. You call this junk literature. Just
desk) It’s all cross-referenced. Look. (he opens a drawer) In here you wait,

are listings for all the literature containing more than five

characters and having a young black woman executive as the cen-

tral character. (he points) In that drawer you find listings for all

the literature about dragons with less than three heads. It’s all Ranston: Here. Sit right down here. Here’s a pen and a piece of paper. You
here. just sit right down here and show me how well you can write

about how important you are.

Stacy: Why do you do all this? Who’s it for?
Stacy: Damn right T will.

Ranston: Why do you work for the Department of Internal Revenue? Wait.
Let me look. (he thumbs ::.o:\m: the drawers) Yes. I have five Ranston: And I'll just stand back here and watch. (he pulls a dagger out
literatures about women investigators working for the IRS. from behind piles of literature and shoves it into Stacy’s back. He
takes the pen from Stacy’s hand and begins printing on a file
card)
Name of literature: Stacy Haladretti,
Number of characters in literature; one.
Lifestyle or line of work of major character: IRS investigating
agent.
, Sex of major character: Female.
| How literature ends: Death.
Ranston: | was hoping you'd say that.

Stacy: Only five? Only five in this whole mess? That sure ddesn’t sound
like very many.

f : Stacy:  What I do is important to this country. Without people like me THE END
, there wouldn’t be any social services. There wouldn’t be any
NASA or CIA. There wouldn’t be any anything.
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Page 16

The CRUCILBE

= = FALL 1981

OPEN DRAFTS

She put the logs into the wood
stove and closed the door tightly.
She opened the drafts completely.
It was so cold in the room. Her
head and body ached from the
day’s tension. She curled up with
the afghan over her in front of the
stove. Soon she would be warm.

She started to doze off to sleep
as she heard it start to pump and
thump. The heat became more in-
tense. She watched it and listened.
She wondered if it could explode.
What would it look like? She tried
to imagine. She wondered if she
would have time to move, or would
the flames engulf her.

Carole Kinley

MEET THE CHALLENGE
Continued from page 15

her angle and crouched for the shot. Sweat was streaming down
her face as she screamed, “Mark!... Where’s my defense?”

The Spring Arbor center forward was at the top of the striking cir-
cle. Janice saw her swing but she melted as the ball was propelled
into the air. The five foot four inch goalie never saw the hurling
sphere miss the cage. She only saw her fullback running to recover
the stray ball.

“Please,” she thought, “‘oh, please let time run out.” Spring Ar-
bor had regained control of the ball and were heading straight
toward Janice. Screaming out loud, Janice pleaded, “Tackle!...Get
the balll"

Janice saw not only the Spring Arbor center forward but the
whole wall of Spring Arbor’s offense. Panic overcame her as the
players crossed the fifty yard line and the twenty-five yard line.
They were in the striking circle battling for control as the Baldwin
defense tried to stop the onrushing wall of green. Janice’s natural
goal-tending abilities took over as she procured her angle and
readied herself for the shot. “Twelfth grade,” Janice thought...

Janice could remember the pain she had. felt when she had
broken her foot. Realization came back to Janice as she imagined
the same ripping pain. “Please don’t shoot,” Janice was muttering
to herself. “Please don’t sh..” The halftime whistle blew and
Janice limped off the field.

Coach Anderson did not say anything to Janice. But, then she
did not have to. Everyone had seen Janice run to the opposite side
of the goal cage for that last shot. “Challenge!” Janice told herself
as she ran back onto the field. “Challenge yourself not to be
afraid!”

The game rallied for the next twenty minutes. Within that time
the play had remained between Baldwin’s twenty-five yard line and
the opposing twenty-five yard line. Janice looked at the referee and
saw the timekeeper out of the corner of her eye. She knew the game
was almost over and a sense of relief overwhelmed her. Then, as a
sudden cloudburst, a Spring Arbor player broke through the mass
of players.

“No,"” Janice thought. “Please don't shoot now.” Baldwin's
defense had not recovered and the Spring Arbor girl was sprinting
down the field alone.

“Twelfth grade,” Janice thought...For a fleeting moment Janice
remembered another time when a single girl had come charging for
the goal. Instinct had taken over then as Janice slide tackled, but
the blow of the stick and the crunch as stick met foot and foot lost.
A cold sweat gripped her.

Looking up Janice knew she should slide tackle the Spring Arbor
player. Janice's feet seemed chained to the goal post. Trembling,
she stood waiting like a steer ready to be slaughtered. Her goalie
cage was no longer behind her. It enveloped her, caging her in like
an animal.

“Challenge!" she thought, “Challenge yourself not to be afraid...
Is it worth it?"” Her foot throbbed with pain and the goal cage
wouldn’t let her loose. “Is it worth it? Challenge!" she thought.

With every stride the Spring Arbor girl took, Janice’s fear became
more intense. :

“Challenge yourself!” Thoughts were racing through Janice's
mind. “Challenge yourseif...is it worth it?...senior year...pain...trap-
ped..”

The Spring Arbor girl hammered the ball. As the ball spiralled in-
to the backdrop of the cage, Janice heard the final whistle.

Baldwin College had lost. The game was over. Deep within she
knew her career had ended. She had in her agonized quest found
the answer to the question, “Is it worth it?” “NO," Janice thought,
“it isn’t worth it.”

Janice unbuckled her equipment and ceremoniously placed it in
the goal cage. Walking from the field in a daze, she didn’t hear her
coach’s shouts or her teammates’ questions. She only heard
herself, crying inside. Sure she could continue to play. But was it
worth it? Could she stand in that cage game after game convincing
herself she wasn’t afraid?

“Challenge!” Janice thought once more. “Challenge yourself to
be honest!”

The End
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