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The first four articles in this edition of rural libraries contains texts of speeches presented
at the September, 1991 conference Information and Rural Economic Development: Issues
and Strategies, held in Portland, Maine. This conference was jointly sponsored by the
Center for the Study of Rural Librarianship, the National Agricultural Library, and the
Northeast Regional Center for Rural Development in cooperation with the Department of
Library Science, Clarion University of Pennsylvania and the State Library of Maine.

The final speech was presented at the November, 1991 conference The Future of Rural and
Small Public Libraries held in Birmingham, Alabama. The conference was jointly
sponsored by the Alabama Public Library Service and the Center for the Study of Rural
Librarianship, Clarion University of Pennsylvania.



Citations and reference listings in rural libraries are based on
the format described in Publication Manual of the American Psychologi-
cal Association, Third Edition. Revisions are made in the original
textsreceived to bring footnotes, endnotes and bibliographies into
conformation with this standard. However, notall formats received
are completely convertible. While research is done to obtain
missing information, some omissions are inevitable. We apologize

for any inconvenience such omissions may cause.
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