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– “outstanding intellectual and creative ability 

the development of which requires specially 

designed programs or support services”

Distinguishing Characteristics:

– capacity to learn faster, more in-depth and 

with greater complexity

– capacity to find, solve, and act on problems 

more readily 

– capacity to manipulate abstract ideas and 

make connections.

Dabrowski’s Overexcitabilities

–5 areas of intensity:

– intellectual

– imaginational 

– sensual

– psychomotor

– emotional



Project Background

The Problem:

–Gifted students not getting the support their minds need
– Lack of:

– Certification area/teacher requirements

– Curriculum

– State guidelines

– Personal experience with program variety



Qualifying for Programs

Quantitative

– IQ Testing

– Psychological Evaluation

– PSSA Scores

– Grades

Qualitative

– Teacher recommendation

– Parent recommendation

– Characteristics:

– Advanced emotional depth

– Ability to comprehend advanced material quickly

– Boredom in regular classroom

– Strong memory

– Thinking outside the box

– Perfectionism



The Forgotten Side of 
Special Education

–Giftedness is under 
researched.

–Lack of gifted education 
laws

–Underfunded programs

–Conducting research in 
schools is difficult.





Consequences 

– A study Johns Hopkins and Vanderbilt Universities found that although 
gifted students could master information quickly, ¨schools often couldn’t 
accommodate their pace...Teachers often focused on helping the slow 
learners in the classroom instead¨

– Results: frustration, boredom, loss of motivation, lower academic 
achievement by gifted students



Current Findings

–Wide variety of:
–Teaching certifications

–Classroom environments

–Activities

–Structure

– Identification methods
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Goals

• Educate parents, teachers, students, and 
state legislators about:

• Needs of gifted youth

• Consequences when needs are not met

• The potential that is unlocked when 
gifted students are nurtured

• The benefits of satisfactory gifted 
education for the wellbeing of gifted 
youth



“If you’re trying to solve problems in the world 

like climate change and terrorism and STEM 

innovation...you want intellectually precocious 

youth who have had their intellectual needs met”

-Dr. David Lubinski



Resources

– https://www.steppingstoneschool.org/10-characteristics-of-gifted-children-2/

– https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-
12/Gifted%20Education/Gifted%20Program%20Guidelines.pdf 

– https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/39/IQ_distribution.svg/1
280px-IQ_distribution.svg.png 


