
Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, educators and conductors were forced to 

reflect on their experience from a time absent of a pandemic and apply the 

combination of their knowledge of music and their drive for innovation to 

perform with their students and ensembles during a pandemic. This 

research analyzes the communication between high school choir directors and 

their students via interviews with conductors. The effects of non-

verbal conducting gestures and of COVID-19 on communication were studied 

through interviews with high school choral conductors of varying years of 

experience conducting choir.

Introduction

Purpose

Ten high school choral conductors who had 

taught in Region 1 of PMEA (as defined by 

PMEA) were interviewed in 30-50-

minute sessions via Zoom. Automatic Zoom 

transcriptions were checked alongside the 

interview recordings and were edited for 

accuracy. Themes were retrieved from 

newly corrected 

transcripts. Pseudonyms were used for all 

participants.
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The study is intended to serve educators and 

pre-service educators by:

•Supplying insight into the realm 

of communication, as it pertains 

to choir, through interviews with various 

conductors.

•Allowing a better understanding of how a 

pandemic can present us with 

knowledge/insight that may become useful 

later.
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COVID-19’s Impact on the Vision 

of Choral Programs
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