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The winter term of school opened
on the 30th of December under the
most tavorable eirenmstances.  Al-
most every student who was in
during the fall term has returned,
and new students in unexpectediy
large numbers are with ns.

A programme goes into effect
this term which for this school is
somewhat novel in arrangement.
Heretofore daily lessons in each
subject taught have been the rule.
Now, in most subjects, the higher
classes have lessons two, three, or
four days in the week. This makes
fewer lessons per day, and gives
more time for preparation. It is
hoped that better work ean be done,
- and greater progress made than un-
der the old arrangement,

Students and teachers are ail glad
to welcome Dr. Noss back to hig
position at the head of the school.
On New Year's evening a reception
and banquet was given to Dr. and
Mrs. Noss in the chapel. After
partaking of the good things pro-
vided, various toasts were proposed
by the toast master, Prof. Hertzog,
and were responded to in most jn.
teresting style by Dr. Noss, Prof.
Bell, Miss Raff, Miss MacPherson,
Mr. Johnson, Mr. Aroold, Mr.
Crow, and others. 'The ocecasion
was one long to be remembered at
the Normal; the social intercourse
in the reception room before pro-
ceeding to the chapel, the sight of
the long table set for seventy-five
persons reaching nearly the full
length of the chapel, and loaded
with viands in rich profusion, the
chapel tastefully decorated with
flowers and pictures, the brillianey
of the new nataral gas lights, the
display of wit and wisdom in the
after-dinner speeches, all combined
to enhance the interest and enjoy-
ment of the evening. Among the
toasts were “The Seniors,” “The
Music of the Class,” “ The Single
Members of the Faculty,” «The
Babies of the Normal,” and «The

Unknown Quantity of the Nor-

=1 mal.”?

The uvext entertainment under
the auspices of the Lecture Associ-
ation will be given on the evening

of Jannary 31st, by the “ Boston
Ideals.” A rare treat is expeeted,

Rev. W. T. Steffey, of the M. E.
chareh of Coal Center, and wife,
visited us recently, and at evening
chapel favored us with a five min.
{ ute’s talk,

Mr. J. C. Longdon, 84, would
consider it a great favor if any of
the Normal friends wonld send
him any or all of the tollowing
copies of the Review: Vol, 11.
No. 8; Vol. TI1, No. 6: Vol. IV,
No. 10; Vol. V., No. 2. Address,
50 E. Bean-st., Washington; Pa.

The Senior class is increased to
fifty this term by the addition of
Misses Sibbit and Yarnell.

QQuite a namber of the stndents
ot last spring have entered for the
winter term. Awmong them are
Misses Swihart, Lnoch, I1Lill, Cline,
Chester, and  Griffith, and  Messrs,
Tazenbaker, Bennington, Carter
and Ilester,

Prof. W. 8. Jackman, "7, uow a
member of the facnlty of Cook
County Normal, visited ns during
the opening week. A few words
addressed by himn to the students
from the chapel platform met with
a hearty cheer.

We are sorry to lose from among
us 80 valuable a friend of the school
as Rev. W.T. Silveus, pastor of the
C. P. choreh. His parting words
to the students were spoken at
evening chapel, December 31.

Five members of the class of ’88
were on the platform one evening
during the opening weck: —Miss
Hannah Stephens, Miss Clara
Singer, Mr. Van Powell, Mr. (ieo.
Fowles, and Mr. Geo. Parker.

Messrs. Paden and Day, who
were on the sick list during the
latter part of last term, have re.
turned to sechool.

Mr. 8. P. West, °86, principal of
the ¢olored schools of Uniontown,
was married on December 24th.
The bride is Miss Dode Banks, of
Brownsville,

Miss Anne Kisinger, of Browns-
ville, has been elected to a position
in the schools of Elizabeth.

Mr. W. D. Brightwell, a student
of some years ago, has joined the
Junior clase.

Among the boarding students
who were with us all Jast term,
Miss Verne Forsythe is the only
one who has not returned.

Miss Carrie Wilson, '85, writes
an interesting letter, from which
we extract the following: I am in
the same school i which I taught
eight months last year,and although
it 1s only a little frame school honse,
in country woods, [ am sure that
you will be pleased to know that
good work is being done. I have
47 names eunrolled from 6 to 20
years of age, and have all kinds of
work from the lowest kindergarten
work with shoe pege, carpet tacks
and button molds, to higher slge-
bra and bookkeeping. T have or-
ganized a “reading ecircle,” and a

“history club.” The entire school

contributed, and subseribed for the
Youtk's Companion, which is nsed
to advantage for sn plementary
reading in the 34 amf 4th reader
grades.  On the walls of our school
room are found such papers as the
Monongahela  Republican, Cals.
fornia  Messcnger, Washing ton
Journal, Popular Educator, and
Youtl’s Companion, which are
read with great interest.

We are trying to raise funds to
suart a eschool library, but I don’t
know what success we shall have,
The only trouble I have,—and it is
a trouble existing in all country
schools, or nearly all,—is poor ac-
commodations in the way ot black-
boards, seating, ete. My blackoard
is of almost no aecount, and charts
are things to be imagined, and
were never geen in this school.
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COPYRIGHTEL S,

Short-hand.

The back lessous of _this eourse can be ol-
tained Ly enclosing a two cent stamp to THE
AMELICAN SCHOOL, Streater, 111, D¢ sure to
rtate what lesson thia issne contains.

All exercises are to be sent to THE AMERICAN
ScHoOL, Streator, Il to be delivered to the
instmctor,

V.

Prepared especially for the Awrxr
caN Bcwoor, Streator, T, by Prof.
Eldon Moran, of 8t. Touis, Mo.,
(suthor of the “Reporting Style”
Series of Stenographic Instruetion
Books.)

(Copyrigated)

Bhort-hard reporters must bhe abls
to write many thousands of different
words, but nine-tenths of all the WEit-
ing they do consists of taking down
over and over again only a few huy-
dred very common words. Evidently
the first requisite to skill in steno-

FORM 1-E

ALL RIGHTS RESRRVED.

graphy is a high degree of familinrity
of woids axd

with just this ecluss

phrases.

LESSON vI.

EEY TO PLATE 6.
1 Ralk talk chalk eought arm rrhn born loom,
2 oot gull shawl bl favs Bose Funwl warp.
8 Maul sauee guuze tomb tar bar mar jar.
4 What will he de with that geall jar of tar?
b Poaul will take it and pay for it right awny,
Word-gigus. 6--0f to or but ¢n should Wwith were what
Translate Ls 7 1o 15
EXDPLANATION,
Thesians in L 6 should be as light and small as possible,
On and showld sre always writien uprards,  'The vowels,
altho not commaonly employed in reporting, shonld be
thoronghly learned. The student will be aided in recollee-
ting hoth the charaeter and order of the long vowels by
committing o menwory the following rhyme:
In the¢ gy c-a-r
B-ee grouy cz-q-r,
In smee 1l go-14 b-00-ts,
T-r-11 d-0¢ sh-po-ts.
Suggestions~Frequently review former lessons, Carry
this puperin your pocket and devole spare moments io
study. Correspond with twoor three other stndents, using
characters ns e as youarguble, 1If requested, the Anithor
It 14 well to have a elassanate with
whom to practice two pyvonings cach witel, Feep your di-
ary in short-hand,  Study a little overy day—do not miss g

Erereise—Sanl fall tall Jaws tar Czar doom Panl hall
panse eatse olso moss walk hiawk snow grese goose sly

Senfenees. 1 D you know how to hoe peast 2. He Is
going to showthem Lo Lo peel o potate with g spade,
8. Shelikesto go o the lake and slide on the ice, 4. We
bave aloaf of Tyoand & howl of ule for tea, 5. We also
have a savcer of choire meal, nnd rn ool which we will
hoeil. 6. They have no riee, but catweal cake and a puil of

The repovter writes “is,

COFYRIGHTFLE. ALL RIGHTS KESERVED.
The dietatiol
should of conrse Le slow.

ltems of Tuterest.—It has been ob-

tiee this is exeelleint.

nay, will-be, T-can do-not” bLundreds
of times to “Ocean, extracting, ecali-
ber, indigo, delv, ete.,” onee.

He may take time oceasionally to
write & hard word in lopg-hand, but
he will fail almost eertainly if he is
ohliged to hesitate for an instant he-
fore writing one of those frequent
words or phrases.

Hence the teacler will drill his class
daily, and require the pupil’s practice
to be devoted mainly to this class of
words.

A Useful Keading Test. —Dictate a
few ventences baclkward. Phrasing is
not to be employed in writing  them.
Call on the pupils to read their notes
backwards. This will canse the mean.-
ing o appear. For occasional prac-

served that the pen of the long exper-
ienced  stemographer follows  the
speaker almost antomatically. Tt is
indeed true that the reporter can, to a
certiin extent, take notes while think-
ing of something clse. Stories are
told of Lrilliant young writers faking a
nap in the middle of a specch, with-
out losing a single word that fell from
Some stenograph.
ers interest themselves with experi.
ments as to how extensive arithmatical
caleulations can be made while writ-
ing one hundred words a minute.

Many reports have been taken
entirely in the dark; also Ly reporters
who wore obliged to stind, Loiding
holding their note-book against the
wall,

the orafor's lips.
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Vowels.—The studeunt’s chief co :-
cern is to know when to write and

wheun not to write the vowel sounds.
He can, however, be gsupplied with
no specitic rule. He must exorcise
his own judgment in applying Llis
rule, viz: In reporting, insert as
many vowels as may be necessary to
render the notes easily decipher
able when the franscript
wards made.
are superfluons, and ought not to be
Just what, however, is
meant by “easily  deecipherable”.
Some persons require their notes to
be pretty fully vocalized, or they find
themselves at sea when the report is to
There are some fow
-writers who dispense with vowols
almost entirely. They form their
characters well, choose acenrate out-
lines, and bring to bear an exeeptional
jndgment and memory in
ont their reports afterwards. Those
who learn to use vowels to quite an
extent, learn to depend on them, and
the practice becomes mneceessary
mainly throngh foree of habit.
Nothing short of experience and
observation will teach the young
reporter just to what extent he
ought to use vowels to render his
notos intelligible to himself. The
diffieulty he finds in reading certain
outlines will cause him to vocalize
them when next they oceur.  Gradu-
ally alse he learns to drop vowels
which he does not find helpfal in
transeribing.  Btenographers in time

is after-

written,

be re-wrikten.

writing

acquire an intuitive faculiy telling

them as they write, no matter how
swiftly, that this word or that vequires
a vowel, or else in the peenliar con-
nection in which it cceurs its meaning
will be doubtful afterwards when the
tracks of his flying peneil arc being
translated into “English.”

7

It scems that there is a decadence
in the appreciation of the position
and influenice of the home., Thero are
so many public advantages for instruc-
tein and culture that parents have in-

More vowels than these

trusted both the spiritual and teraporal
training of their children too much to
others. It may be argued that this is
exactly what the condition of affairs
requires, as the training of the schools,
tin a majority of instances, is better
than that whick the schelars would
ireceive at home. We are not quite
ready to agree to this.
that there are more educated Christian
parents to-day than ever before, and
that there are more helpful homes now

in nine easos out of ten, children are
twrned over to the day and Sabbath
schools, trusting to these entively for
the intellectual and religious training

times it iz expeeted that the day school
shall serve both these purposes. Itis
not that tie good home is unconmon,
but that it is growing to feel less and
Iess responsibility as the educational
facilities multiply, Moral eniture should
be the fundamental aim of the state,
but it is not so at present, exeopt in
a small degree,

The following is the relative opinion
of a writer in one of our leading
journals:

“What, then, has the family vacated
its offices to the Btate too soon? T4
Las already vacated its office as relig-
ions instructor o the Church, involv-
ing also the question of morals. I he-
lieve the family must, at least for the
timne Deing, re-assert itself. We are
theorctieally opposed to  soeialism,

which means in plain Kuglish the plac-
‘ing of the Statc in the place of the
individual-—the substilution of the
Btate power for all private authority.
Just how far, and how fast, this shonld
be done socialists disagree. Dut, prae-
tically, we are doing it very much
faster than we think we are. The re-
sult is a weakening of the family as well
as individial anthority. The parent not
!only has deereasing legal right over

i his ehildren, but decreasing inflnence.
Btate institutions have an inereasing
power and influence, The State di-
i‘rects, protects and educates our ehil-

which they shall receive, gnd many

We believe:

in the way of books and other advan-;
tages than at any past time, and yet:

dren, very largely according to its own
;notiens. Those notions or views are
' seftled by boards, eommitiees, eie.,
themselves selected by the ballots of
the majority. I do not intend to dis
cuss the wisdom of this popular tend-
ency. It probably is inevitable-—it
possibly is the best and wisest course,
but it certainly involves a great deal
of ernde work in the tranaition.

Laxity of family government is ap-
parent in every stratum of society
Does the parent feel that he is less
responsible? Haluts are formed boldly
that formerly would have had stern
parental repression. COigarette smok-
ing may be taken for an example. How
shall it be prevented? We no Ionger
hear the blame laid to parents' negli-
gence; but wo are told that our schools
must have text-books teaching the
danger of narcotics. The State, in
other words, must cure the evil.
Thousands of boys and girls sre fall-
ing under the saloon inflnenee. Onece
more we must have texts-books show-
ing the dangers of aleohiol. Probably
thig in time will end in ereating a de-
gree of self-government based on
knowledge. Dut meanwhile we must
have several gemerations of undisci-
plined youngsters.

I nrge that a trwe home involves,
and must involve, not only responsi-
bility for eclothes and food, hut for
character and this not only involves
fannly diseipline for the 3 and 5-year-
olds, but for those of 15, Whatever
the Btate may become, there never can
be an evolution of any higher and
finer union than that of the family.
i In it have been begotien the sweetest
-and strongest words in our langnage
“or any language. Our socialistic tend-
ency necds a counterpoise in a more
vigorous howe influence.

“Tmere has been entirely too much
ttalk,” is an expression we occasionally
hear. DBuf persons nttering it should
ask themselves the question: Have we
lLeen the talkers, and have we talked

the same way all throngh the year?
Bteady friends, be steady!
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God in the Public Schools,

The question of moral and religious
{ns$ruction in the pullic schools of
this country is attracting atteniion
abroad as well as at home. With

this interest will come discussion,!’

and with the discussion will come the

demand that God and His holy word|

shall not be excluded from that sys-
tem whichis recognized as the foun-
dation American citizenship and
the hope of liberties of afree people.
The issue is coming, and progressive
men of conseience and courage are
torming in the front renk to lead a
a righteous cause to vietory. David
G. Wylie, Ph. D, in arecent summarty
of the eondition of the common
achool system of this country, says:

1. The common schools cannot
properly be designated as godless,
There is & good deal of morail and re-
ligious instruection directly and indi-
rectly imparted. In by far the larg-
est number of instances the teachers
are left perfectly fres to conduct de-
votional exereises, and to instil into
the minds of the pupils committed to
their care moral and religious prin-
ciples, while in many of tha Scates
Torritories “mavners and morals”
are requirad to be taught according
to statute law. The law aims, how-
ever, to excludz sectarianism.

9. The America free common
schoola are realizingin a wonderful
degree the purposes of their found-
ara. They arel educating the youth
in the common branches of learning
(though there is a growing tendency
to introduce the higher branches)
&nd are glving general satisfaciion
throughout the Unlon. No institu-
tion in the land is deing more to as-
similate our beterogeneous popula-
tion and to mould ap American peo-
ple than our system of common
se-l;oois.

8. Without doubt the laws on the
subjeet of moral and religious in-
straetion in many of the States are
vague, imperfect and entirely too
negative, Whileboth of these great
subjects are taught in many, per-
haps in mosat, of the publie schools,
still it is too often with a sort of an
apology. They are kept too much in
the baekground, and thrust too often
into a corner. Qur lawsshould give
more prominence to these subjects,
and be more positive In the position
which they assume. In that case
teachers would not hesitate about

. doing their dutyin this respect, as

we find them doing so often.

4, While there
schools in many
Territories, generally they are con-

are parachialt

fined to cities and to neighborhoods,

with a heavy foreign vopulation, As
comperitors  with  the  common

schouls when these are properly con- |

ducted they are not greatiy to bej

feared. We venture the asser
tion that if the common schoels,
continne to give moral and

religious instruction, it the Chris-
tian teachers are left as free to open
the schools with the reading of the
Bible and with prayer and to incul-
cate moral and ethical principles as
they have been during the past half
century, there will be little danger
of the common schools being dis-
placed by parochial
schools.

5. The Americon common schools
have encmies who seek their de-
struetion.  If American eitizens are
determined .o preserve the school
system as it has been, as is to-day.
and at the same time to perfect itand
to keep it abreast of the times, then
they must be vigilunt, active, brave.

Attention.

The power of attention should be
carefully truined in childheodd.
onc of the most important
mental powers, for upon its activity

depends the efficicney of each one ot

the specilie faculties. DMental power!
i3, to a large extent, the power of at-
tention, and genius has been defined;
as“nothing butcontinued attention.”

The following suggestions will in-
dicate to the teacher the methods by
which the power of attention can be
cultivated:

1 Have pupils to observe ohjects
ctosely.

2 Require them always to study
with close attention.

3 Read long sentences and have
pupiis writo them.

4 Read quite long combinations in
mental arithmetic, and have pupils
repeat them.

& Mathenatical studies are espee-
ially valuable in enltivating the pow-
erof attention.

The following suggestions aré made |
to aii a teacher in securing the atten
tion of his pupils:

1 Manifest an interest in the sub-.

ject you are teachlng.

and ehurch!

It is:
of the |

% Be clear in your thought, and
ready in your expression. :
; 3 Speakinanatura’ tone, with va-

of the States and; P riety and texibility of voice.

| 4 Let your position before the
| elsss be nsually a standing one.
5 Teach without a book, as far as
i possible.
| & Assign subjeets promiscuously,
' when necessary.
7 Use the concrete method of in-
tatruction, when possible.
8 Vary your methods, as variety is
attractive to children,
9 Determine to secure their atten-
tion at all hazards.

Eduacational Drawbacks.

After all that has been doneto edu-
cate the masses, there is still more or
It iz
said that the results of our publie
school svstem are not commensurate
with the time, money, and labor ex-
pended. TLetns ingnire what are the
drawbacks to the saeeess of our com-

less illiteracy in every section,

mon schools,

There is in many instances a lack
of interest sinoug parents with refer-
ence to the education of theiv chil-
dren. This is evinced by their negiect-
ing to visit the schools; by the irreg-
ularity with which they send them;by
their reluctance to buy the necessary
i books and other appliances for their

Pehildren; and by their unwillingness
| to make the expenditures necessary
tto the successful operation of & good
svhoo. And when such people do
' pegin to manifest interest in the
teacher’s work, it is too often of that
adverse kind which grumbles at hia

methods and interferes with his
plans. How often pupils come to the
teacher with ceriticiams and ob-

jections as offered by thelr parents.

TFhus he finils his inost earnest effor:s
disconraged by those who ought o
be his warmest supporters,

Another barrier to educational
progress is incompetent teachers.
i We have too many teachers who
J“pour in” instead of “draw owt”

} teachers who rely on “what the boon
"says”inastead of whatthe experimment
,proves; teachers who are mechunical
cand imitative instead of original and
¢reative; teachers who aim at mers
book attaluments instead of mental
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growth nd ! elopment. Such
teachers usually do not read educa-
tional books amd periodicals, Thoey
have no use for teacher’s institutes
and normal schools. They are quacks
and charlatans in the teaching pro-
fession. Thuy are often willing 1o
teach for less than a good {eacher
ought to receive. In consequence of
this, any sehooel boards are unwise
enough to employ then, rather than
pay alirst-class teacher a good sul-
ary.

Defective supervision is auother
hindrance to the efficiency of our
public schools, We have juany carc-
less, incompetent, aml dictatorial
boards of trustees. ''hey may be
well-theaning poersons, alc vet fotally
ungnalified o suapervise a Jdistrict
school. T onve taught under a board
whose president could not read or
write. How, 1 ask, can sinch o board
of trustess wlvise the teacher, and
supervigse the school as the law di-
rects? Then we Lwk connty super-
vision, in instances. How lew super-
intendents visit the schools, deliver
nny lectures, and hold teachers’ in-
stitutes as the law requires?  We
need i faithful and elicient superin-
tendent of public schools in cach
county., He should be, not a cheap
lawyer, & gquaek do tor, or o broken-
down politician, but an educalor in
the fullest sense of the word.

The constant changing of teachers
in muny districts s detrimental to
the interests of oiir schools., 1t is
common with niany boards to em-
ploy a new teascher every year., 1n-
deed I have Known instances where
asany as three different teachers
were  employed during  the yoearn
Euch new teacher ontaking churge
of o school must necessarily malke
some changes in the order of things
establizshed by the preceding teacher.
It requires some time for him io
learn the character, disposition and
attainments of his pupils, so as to
clisity andmanage them to the best
advantage, The retention of the
tormer teacher would obviate the
necessity for thiz loss of time aud
tabor at the beginning of each ses-
sion. It ought to be
thit when o teacher is employved to
teach o school, he is to be retained
year after year unless legal cause ap-
pears for his removal.

Connnon sense would say, let only
competent and faithful teachers bo
»mployed. Let none but suitable
persons be chosen as boards of trus-

understoud

tees, Let there be proper and ade-
quate supervision of our schools.
Andlet parents and guardians heart-
ily sympathize and co-operate with
the teacherin his efforts tor the wel-
fure of those near and dear to them.
—Williems,

Ohbject L.essons.

An object lesson, which lately de-
lighted my class, was one upon sugar.
Three kinds were given each child io
be examined with eyes, hands and
tongue. When it had been discovered
that one kind was brown, moist,
rather sticky, very sweel; another,
white, not very sticky and in little
graing; and the third like cubes made
of these tiny grains, the manner of
producing each kind was described.
Very much of this description, volun-
teered by the ehildren themselves, was
doubtless a memory resume of a
lessom in their last year's reading-
book. When the subject liad been
thoroughly talked over, list of words
were prepared and the written exer-
cise aecomplished. The copy below
was one of tlic best.

“We had three kinds of sugar,
moist brown, granulated, and lnup
sogar. Sugar tastes nice and sweet,
and feels pretiy sticky. The white
sugar was not so sticky as the brown
kind.
plant called sugar-cunc. The sugar-
cane grows in some warm countries,
and gets ripe in March, Then men
cut it down, After it is cut down
it must be erushed to make the juice
come out. The juice is boiled a good
long time, and then it turng into
brown sugar. If youn want to make
white sugar, you muast boil and boil
the juice and use something to make
it nice and pure. After along time
the white sugar comes. Bugar is
vegetable., We use sugar for cook-
ing and tv make onr drinks taste
sweet.”

Btill another lesson was one upon a
seerningly useless weed that had grown
g0 large as to be harmful to the plant
in the same jar. It was pulled up,

All kinds were made from a

freed from dirt, and presented to the
children, who, with delight , discovered
the color and form of the roots; the
number and comparative length of the
runners, what they bore and the partial
use of all the parts. As usual, an oral
exercise preceded the written, and a
list of words made, together with draw-
ings, which were appended to the ex-
ereise.  As all worked with me, each
sentence was written as soon as tormed,
and all papers uniformesy alike in
consequience.

“There is a plant. It has a root
and six runners. The roots are
white, and look like very fine threads,
Three of the runners are long, and
three are short. The runners are
covered with green, heart-shaped
leaves, and tiny buds and white
blogsoms. The roots grow in the
ground and the runners above the
ground.  All parts of the plant col-
lect food from the ground and air.
This food makes the plant live and
grow."

Itrms of News From Bécent BEx-
amination Papoers,

Washington  appointed  Andrew
Fackson as our first chief justice.

Cluistopher Columbus was born at
Geneva, Fngland.

“I have rode” is in the present per-
fect tense, and “I shall have rowe” is
in the futnre perfect tense.

The feminine of Marquis is Mar-
quette; of abbott, abbyss or abbie;
of henefactor, benefactorist; of witeh,
bewitcher,

The maseuline of belle is belier, or
bellman, or “ nice young man.”

Kgs and cheace are good to eat.

If a pupil has a contagious disease
what i3 the teachers’ duty? Answer:
Show hint the damage done by aleo-
holie drinks,

A teacher ean tell when a school
room should be ventilated by the Thy-
momator.

Perspiration carries of waist matter,
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An Erronious Statement.
e

In an address delivered by Rev.
Dr. Mclntyre in Chicago, on the 80th
of April last, at the celebration of the
contenial of the inauguration of Wash-

ington, the following cccurs:

“But itis literally true that on the
golid continent we call ours, the
When the
rosy fingers of sunset are touching the
coasts of Alaska the sun is an hour
high on the coast of Maine. There
never is & day, or a single hour that
our glorious land is in the shades

blessed sun never sets.

of night.”

In ap artiole in the Chicago Times

that United States proper, is longer
east and west than Alaska, by about
750 miles. If the six degrees Letween
the ecape referred to, and tbe east
boundery of Alaska be estimated on
parallel of 57 degrees, and the dis-
tance, 230 miles, be added to the length

miles of being as long as Old United
States.

This shows the center point of cur
territory, east and west, to be about
590 miles northeasterly of Cape Men-
docino, instead of 600 miles nortli-
west of San Francigco, in the Pacific
O cean, a8 Gov. Swineford states.

How is it about the sun never set-

of Alaska, she will then lack 520

of May 20th, Gov. Swineford is re-
ported as saying: “When I sat at
my desk in Sitka I was further from

ting on our domain?

Our territory extends east and west

1eggs, in the haymow, required

four or five weeks of brooding, bnt
there are now. modes of hatehing by
machinery which takes less time and
does the work by wholesale”, Almost
any boy or girl, brought up on a farm
and old encugh to hunt eggs, will
readily discover two errors in regard
to the laws of mature in the learned
doetor’s statement.

The period reqnired to reproduce
animal life has never been materinlly
changed by any managemont or device
of man; under his guidance the de-
sired results may be more cerfain and
satisfactory.

MecIntyre and Swineford made their
statements to show the vastness of
our country, and Talmage uged his to
illustrate the wonderful growth of sin

Atton Tsland, the westermost point of | about 123 degrees. When the days

Alaska, than I was from Portiad,
Maine, and if the capital of the United
States was located in the center of

and nights are of equal length, the
sun illuminates 180 degrees of the
earth’s suriace along the cquator and

our country, that is to say at a point along every parallel of latitade of

equidistant from Quaddyhead, Me.,
and Atton Island, it would be in the
Pacific ocean, some G00 miles north

by west of Ban Francisco; and that
Jhe sun never sets on the domain of

the United States.” They attempt to
prove their statements, by arguments,

showing they believe them irue.

It appears to me the statements

each of the poles.

Under this condition, when it is
sun-get on Atton Island, it is sunrise
57 degrees east of Maine, leaving all
our vast domain nearly four hours in
darkness, when the sun passes south
of the equator and till its southern
limif is reached, this period of dark-
ness inereases; and when the sun

ahove quoted are an extravagant use | pasges north of the cquator this period

of language, containing errors which
guch men a8 the Rev. Dr. Melntyre
and Gov. Swineford should not use to
give an idea of the extent of our do-

‘main. -

The United States territory oxtends
from the east coast of Maine to Cape

of darkness all over our land decreases
ontil the conditions of snnshine, the
gentlemen so positively state as being
perpetual, commences, and continues
for a small part of each year.

The trnthful statement is: “There
are days each year the sun does not

\

Mendocino, thc most western point of | set on our vast domain.”

Oslifornia—a distance of about 57
degrees—or 2850 miles, if estimated

In measuring on & twelve-inch

on parallel of 45 degrees of North | hundred miles further from Portland,

Lattitade, then from the most eastern |
part of Alaska, which is about 6 de-
groes west of Cape Mendocino, to At
ton Island, a distance of about 60 de-
grees or 2100 miles, if estimated on
parstlel of 57 degrees of North Lafti-

fade.

From these figures it will be seen

Maine, than it is from Atton Island—
just the reverse of Gov. Swineford’s
gtatement.

Dr. Talmage, in his sermon, pub-
lished in the Chicago Fines, March 1st,
1886, said: “Those of us, who were
brought up in the country, know
that the old-fashioned batching of

globe it will be found, Sitka is several |

and iniquity, in the hot beds of vice
s0 common in the cities.

Frroneous statements like that
quoted, which the average mind is
not able quickly to investigate, re-
peated a few times from the rostrum
and pulpit by represeniative men,and
gent to every home in the land
throngh the press, become fraths to a
majority of hearers and readess; they
are often handed down from genera-
tion to generation, without a thought
of investigation till now they are met
everywhere. Our homes and work-
ships are full of them, quoted from
day to day as guides for human ac-
tion—signs of eoming events and to
illnstrate and enforce the speakers’
ideas on various subjects, especially
on faith and religious speculations net
susceptable of positive proof.

Department of the Interior.

Crusus OrricE.
Eleventh Census of the United Sts wx.
EDUCATION.
Wasamarow, D. C., Dec. 1, 1889.
To the Editor;
DEAr Simms:

This offlce desires to secure the
hest results possible regarding the
schools of the couutry with a few
salient inquiries. -

James H. BLODGETT, A. M., of Rook-
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ford, a gentleman of considerable ex-
perience in educational work and in
public affuirs, huas been appointed a
special agent for the collection of
statisties of education Tor the United
Srates.

Public: schools are so related to
ayvstems of publie record that their
statistios are obtainable through es-
tadrlished mwethod.

lncorporated private schools have
a place in publie records, '

Parochind schools generally render
stited reports to some controlling
holy.

TCuincorporated  private  schools
form a considerable clenient of use-
futness hitherto unmeasared. Tt is
desirable to gathor reports of the
number of oachers and pupilsin such
schools, without troubling themn for
the tinancial statenents that schools
siupported by public funds owe to
tho tax-payers.

The enumerators ol population will
repott each person that bins attended
school within the year, aaul whether
at a public orat o private school;
and for ail persons ten years of age
and over, those who can read and
write. Ihis will be more thian has
been done heretofore. Other cdaea-
tional statistics must be reached by
different methods, in which every one
interested may render some aid,

Any lisis of private schools. no
matter how briel, or nimes of single

schocls, no matter how humble, open
in any part of the present vear, with
the :.ulf[re.-‘.s of the principal teacher
of ewch, will be of assistance to this
oflive. Very respecttully,
Roneur P Powrei.
Nuperitenderid of Censis,

Education amd Good Manners.

A keen observer of our young men
can not but be struck with a tendency
on the part of & great many of them,
at least, to disregard the small cour-
tesies of life—the intangible yet very
perceptible little things that make the
man a gentleman. Many persons
contend that the outward manner is a
secondary consideration if the head is
well stocked with lknowledge, and
that if a young man has the faculty to
get on in the world 1t is s matter of
very small importanee if his manuers
do not model themselves after a Ches-
terfield.  That this idea is prevalent
s proved Ly the great number of well-
educated men—men of ability and

power—who, however, one wonld
never accuse of being gentlemen—
who, clever and with no lack of brains,

are painfully deficient in gcod brecd-
P Y & ‘ according to the kind required. The

With no intentional lapses, they
are awkward, bumptious, presuming,

ing.

even vilgar. In most conutries an
eduneated man and a gentlowan are al-
most synonymous terms.  On this
side of the Atlantic they by no means
always belong to the sawe man. Id-
ucational advantages are within the
reach of all classes of people—-people
who have the benefit of no lhome
training for their manners, or auny
cultivated persons among their ac-
One fact is true all the
world  over, by some
freak of nature, a man shows hiwmself
guperior to lis own class in intelli-

quaintances.
that where,

gence and talents, le s never con-
tent to remain on the lower stave
of the ladder. Many persons assert
that the s lf-made man is always the
best. In point of ability he proves

without doubt that he has that within
Lim whieh has determined his fitness
for the place he has earned for him-
self. Bat beeanse a man by his
brains, energy, and pluck carves out
his own fortune, putting himseclf in
a prominent position, is it not very
desirable that he should also enltivate
the conrtesiezs of life, so that his
talents be not hidden by roughness
and an uneulinred bearing? Because
a man is a succesful lawyer, it does
not justify him to say that he can be
his own tailor, or that ill-fitting
clothes, if belonging to lim and of his
own make, are as suitable as those of
a cood ent.  Ho it s with the intel-
lectnal giant who takes no heed of his
wanners. IHe may learn such from
less talenied people, who are never-
theless his superiors in many things.
Desirvable as it mnay be for young men
to shun the extravagance of the
aesthetic, ard to despire the shames
of society, they can nof afford to
neglect the courtesies of life; and they
do well who, while devoting their
encrgies to mathematics and the
classics, pay attention to the cultiva-
tion in mannpere. It is while young
that mnnners are made; the most
strenuong efforts will not remedy or
eradicate in after lifo the quw cheries
formed of youth.—Zorunie Week,

Leasons in Common Things.

PareER,—Paper is made from linen,
cotton, worn-out India bagging,
woml, barlk, straw, hay and thistle,

(thinese were probably the first maxg-

L ers of lincen paper; but it was not un-

tit the thirtecnth or foarteenth cen-
tury that the art was known among
Furopean nations.  The linen rags
are tirst carefully pickad over and
sorted aevording to their quality;
tiwey are then puatin amachine which,
with very sharp plates, grinds it ina
trough with running water, until. in
the course of a4 few hours, it is re-
duced to o pulp. It next passes into
i vat connected with boilers, which
produce heat enough to give the pulp
some consistency; next it goes into
smakler vessels where, by a wheel,
the pulp is prevented from sinking
to the bottom. Now the workman
dips out 1the pulp into a sieve-like
mound the size of the paper to be
madde and about an  inch  deep.
Through the meshes of the fine brass
wires of the bottoi the excess of wa-
ter passes, leaving a laver of pulp.
The workonan knows just how much
pudpy is necessary to form the paper
uf the proper thickness. A second
worlkman takes the tnould and turns
the pulp (now o sheet of paper), upon
a felt or woolen c¢ioth; upon this an-
other woolen cloth is placed to re-
ceive another shect and 30 on, about
seventy-two sheots being stacked,
Then it is put in o press and great
foree applicd to squeerze the water
out, The paperis then taken from
the felg, and, one sheet being laid up-
on another, it andergoes a second
pressure. This s repeated five or
=ix times, the sheets being separated
botweoen eneh operation of ihe press.
They are then hung up to dry in
rooms where there is a current of
freshoair. In this stute the paper is
absorbent like blotting paper; size
nuist be applied before it is fit for
writing. For size sturch is largely
used. Phe paper is dipred in hot
size, is again pressed fear or five
thines and hung up to dry as_ before.
The glaze is given by passing over
hot, sinooth rollers. It is tuen packed
up into guires, ruled if thit is called
for, cut into the usual shapes and
sent 1o the stationers.--Seiezted.

Such a lesson as the above makes
a good exercise for reproduction.
The producing not only fixes the facts,
hut also serves as an excellent lan-
gunge tesson, However, po lesson of
this  kind will compare with o
based uponan aotuad visit to o pap e
mill, sapplenented by sach au ae-
wount as the above.
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MOTTO—PEDETENTIM E£T GRADATIM ORIAMUR.

Jd. M. Lavnue, Editor.

(lionians, one and all, extend a
welecome hand to Dr. and Mrs.
Noss.

With malice toward none, but
charity to all, Clio sends greetings
to her many members who have
left her ranks and gone to wrestle
with the great problems of peda.
Bogy.

John Bowman, one of Fayette's
promising young teachers, and a
faithtul Clio, paid us a visit a few
weeks ago,

Charles J. Stewart, a good Clio
of 88, gave us a pleasant call a
few dayssince. 1Ile is teaching his
home school in  Luzerne townehip,
Fayette county, where his efforts
are being crowned with suoccess.

Misses Sibbit and Yarnell en-
tered the Senior class at the open-
ing of this term. The class is
now composed of fifty strong ener-
getic workers.

Clio was favored by a pleasant
call from Dr. Noss at our first meet-
1n% this term. The Doctor gave us
a long talk with which we were
well pleased.

We have been informed that
Misses Gertic and Dertha Carroll
will enter school aguain at the open-
ing of next term. Clio welcomes
them back. '

W. D. Brightwell, ot Fayette
City, has entered the Junior class.
Mr. Brightwell has been a Clio for
many years and we are glad to wel-
come him back to our ranks.

A grand musical entertainment
will be given in Chapel 11all Jan-
uary 31, by the Boston Ideals. This
will be a rare treat for those who
are lovers of good music.

One evidence that the Normal is
abreast with the times, is shown in
the Manual Trainiug Department.
Very few schiools in Western Penn-
gylvania have added this modern
and valuable department. We are
determined to keep pace with the
times.

Lee Smith, one’ of Cliv’s best

membera of '8Y, will teach a nor-
mal at Ohiopyle next summer. Mr.
Smith is one ot I'ayette’s strongest
teachers and he will make a good
normal instructor.

While the Seniors are delighted
to see the pleasant face of Mrs.
Noss directing affairs in the Model
room, they are ecqually as well
pleased to have Miss Downer re-
tained as aseistant principal.

The salutatory, delivered by J.
0. Arnold at the opening of the
term, was decidedly a mustepieee.
He briefly related our achievments
of the past and beautifally por-
trayed our anticipations of the fu-
tare. Mr. Arnold is one of our
best writers and speakers.

Miss Luey Hertzog, of 86, vis-
ited her parents at this place a few

weeks ago. Miss Hertzog is nowa
medical” student in Cleveland,
Ohio.

We are glad to note that C. Lu-
ther Smith will be with us at the
opening of next term. Mr. Smith
is a good teacher, an excellent stu-
dent and a fine orator. Clio will
feel much strengthened when he
enters our ranks,

The familiar face of Ress A. Scott
was among us a short time last
week, Dr. Scoit was on his way
home from Delaware, Ohio, where
he has been taking a business
course.

C. P. Cottom, the poetic genius,
transcends by far all others of Nor-
mal renown in his creative imagi-
nation. Ile is suflicient proof that
poetry is not on the decline.

Rev. Steffey, of Coal Center,
gave the Normal a pleasant eall last
week. Inanexcellent speech from
the chapel platform he gave us some
grand and noble words of advice,

J. 3. MeLaughlin, an old time
Clio and one of Fayette’s most ex-
experienced teachers, will hold a
teachers’ institute at the Dyer’s
school house, Franklin township,
on Jan 25.

The Seriors are now taking in-
struction in elocution and oratory
nnder the eflicient instruction of
Miss MacPherson.

The Engligh class is quitea prom-
inent feature in the normal course.
The Senlors have written their
chapel orations, one classic, and are
now hard at worl on their second
classie. Miss Raff is a great Ling-
lish teacher, and she is getting
plenty of guod work out of her
classes.

Clio has just passed through an-
other prosperous period with F. P.
Cottomn as president. During the
time that Mr. Cottom has presided,
the affairs of the rociety have been
well managed. Gocd, honest, effi-
cient work has been done by all and
the society is now beyond a doubt
in excellent standing. The presi-
dential chair now passes to Mr.
Countryman, who will fill it with
honor, and we feel safe in eaying
that our next administration will
be ag prosperous as our last,

The Seniors are now hard at work
on their Latin, They are studying
Prof. Swmith’s third book and will
soon take up Cwsar. The DProfes-
sor has arranged a table of noun,
adjective, and verb endings, which
is the most concise and well ar-
ranged affair that we have ever
geen, of the kind. Prof. Smith
spares neither time nor labor for
the success of his class.

The chilling breeze of winter
deprives many of the students of
much ueeded exercise. Dnt while
they are groveling in the depths of
scientific subjeets, they are consoled
by the thought that the base ball
season will soon be around again.
A leagne has been formed consist-
ing of Messrs. Dell, Smith, Tloes,
Johnson, MeCallough, Arnold,
Smail, Meradith, and Countryman.
Umpire, C. W. Parker.

We are glad to announce that
Prof. I{all 18 being punt forward by
his friends as leading candidate for
county superintendent.
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Philomathean ©alaxy.

MOTTO-—NON PALMA SINE PULVERE.

B. F, Mereoirn, Editor.

Philo, being invigorated by her
brief vacation, and. having her
ranks reinforced by many new re-
ernite and also several veterans
that have returned, marched
through the gates of another de-
cade, and is now crushing those
once dread adversaries —timidity
and ignorance--and winning nu-
merous laurels iu the field of liter-
ary culture,

Mr. Robert Iansel delivered a
very pleasing salutatory to Philo
on the evening of January 3, which
was the first meeting of Philo in
the new year. Mr. Hansel’s ad.
dress was excellent both in logie
and elognence. It pictured in a
very commendable way the past
and present, and gave much encour-
agement for the future.

It hag been well said that he who
has not more to do than he can do,
has less to do than he onght to do.
The daties of our society, to
make it what it should be, are more
than all our members can perform;
and unless each one feels that he
has more to do than he can do, he
will fail to do that which must be
done.

We are glad to see ’hilo’s mewm-
bers take such an interest in the
work, and the society moving for-
ward like a strong army fighting
for a just cauee and determined to
gain the vietory.

The science teachers of the Model
School have been patiently await-
ing the winter in order to teach ob-
jectively ot snow, ice, ete. The
winter has now made its appear-
ance in a mild form, and the little
urchins are almost overjoyed at
their learning the great wonders of
nature.

Mr. Layhue recently took his
clase down to the river and taught
from nature itself. Thie, certainly,
is the way to enlighten the child.

Miss Aona Andrew, who attended
the Normal in the spring of 89, is
now attending school at Waynes-

burgh.

No one can do much good in any
cause unless he has hie heart in that
cause, with no interest in an oppos-
ing one.  We who have the welfare
of Philo at heart, are working with
a determination to bring her out
ahead. * United we stand, divided
we fall”?

The Sentors huve almost com-
pleted their chapel recitations and
will soon begin their original ora-
tions.

Miss Laverna I'oraythe, a staunch
Philo during the fall term, is now
at her home in Burgettstown. Miss
Forsythe is a splendid singer, and
the society misses her reanimating
solos as well as her praiseworthy
performances from the stage. We
hope she may return for the spring
term.

Mr. W. R. Scott was recently fa-
vored with a visit from his brother,
Rloss Seott, who attended the Nor.
mal in ’87, bot on this ocecasion
wae on his way home fromn graduna-
tion at a business college in Dela-
ware, Ohio.

The ambition and dexterity dis-
played by Philo’s members are sig-
nificant of a great progress. In
case any members have cause to be
ahsent from performance, our faith-
ful membera show their loyalty to
gociety by volunteering and making
every class full and interesting.

Among the former students that
have returned for the winter and
spring terms, I’hilo gladly recog-
nizes the faces of Messrs. Carter,
Ilester, and Fazenbaker.

The worthy efforts of Dr. and
Mbrs. Noss,and Migs Eve C. Downer,
to more thoroughly arouse the
Juniors and Seniors to the great
importance of how the child shall
be taught, has not been without
success; for each one seems to feel
the importance and necessity of the
teacher. DModel lessons are now be-
ing given by different members of
the school, in presence of their re-
spective classes. With sueh lead-
ers we can confidently expect much

improvement, both in matter and
method.

Clio’s previous editor seemed to
be somewlhat inisinformed in regard
to the Chinese gaestion. We wish
to say it was not the Chinese ques-
tion that received its verdiet from
the logical reasoninge of the two
Seniors, DBuat if Clio is seriously
anxions for a final settlement of
this much disputed topic, Philo
offers to furnish the material to
forever settle the Chinese question
against the Chinaman,

Miss I[lattie Westbay has re-
turned to the Normal for the winter
and spring terms. She is a first
clags chorist, and is heartily wel-
comed back by the Philo members,

Prot. F. I. Hall has been favor.
ing Philo by his assistance in sing-
ing duettes and quartettes.

A Philo base ball elub has been
formed, consisting of Mr. Johnson,
who {8 undoubtedly a veritable left-
hand ball twirler; Mr. McCullough,
the phenomenal young catcher and
batter: and Messrs. Meredith, Me-
Vay, Ilansel, Parsons, Carter, Day,
Ruff, and Fazenbaker. Umpire,
(. N. Daugue.

Our  president, Mr. Parsons,
gpares no pains in making every
meeticg asuccess. e has a pleas-
ant smile and word of cheer for all
his subjects, but when -circum-
stances demand, he is cautious, de-
cided, and forecible, and possesses
the qualities of a good president.

Me. Pierce is getting to be a dis-
ciplined debator. Ile1s fair in his
statements, wise in his methods and
logical in his conclusions.

Under the instruction of Miss
Esseliug, of the famouns Slojed
schools in Sweden, the Seniors are
making rapid advancement in man-
ual training; the work turned by
them is sufliciently fine to adorn
the walls and mantels of our grand-
est parlors.

Miscellaneous debate has again
revived. We are glad to announce
that the most timid members are
now taking active part.
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The Utility of Music.

Ttiiity is the ultimate test of all

worth. No jastitution is precious,’

6o law beneticont, no sentiment sa-
wred, no religion holy, but is so by
virtue ot its utility. The power to
prowmote the well-being of muan, here
or hereafter, is the only logical rea-
son that can be urgedin support of
any virtue or good. We measure by
the same wiilitarian standard our
most ¢herished sentiments and our
grosser materinl possessions—all in
a degree commensurate with their
usefulness, their utility.  We love the
priociple ¢f selt-goverament, for ex-
uliple, DOLas au abstract ideality,
but because by its application lhe
Hves of men and women are made
happier. For the same reason we love
liberty, votafter the fazhion of the
insune rhapsodists of the Freuch Rev-
olution, who made it a Deity to be
adored, but as & principte that we can
nitige to wake lite more worth living.
It it were possible that these prinei-
ples could lose sheir ubility and be-
ceine i hindrance instead of a help
Lo i, we would cast them off with
us fitlle compunetion as our fore-
futhers did their anti-types—monar-
cliy and tyranny.

Nothing is of value Lo man exCculrl
ws il cal use it to Jdiminish the evils
of iiiv o1 to cnhance the good. The
sluproine uestion for all applicants
lor s place in the calagory of human

“virtues is: “Can you be used to
make life wwore desirable?” Thisis a
criterion, wide ns the universe, L0
which all standards, ethical, social or
religions, mnst uttimately conform.
Inp the last analysis, and frow a pure-
bepuman point of view, there can be
Lo other.

Nothing is vaivabie uuless it is val-
uable to man. 8o simple is this self-
evident proposition that to state it is
to utler a truism, yet perhaps no
truth so universally admitted is so
generally ignorcd. We persist in
aeting as if we believed things were
valuable in themselves and not in
their uses, us if the means had we-
quired greater importahce with us
than the end. Do we not constantly
seo politicians who think wore of the
suceess of their party than of their
country? Philosophers who care
more for the maintenance of their
ism than~ the discovery of trath?
Sectarians whoprefer their dogma to
the good of souls? Economists who

think wote of the “dispml seieuce”

than of equitably distributing the
producis of toil? 2Iny it not be even
! possible that there are teachers who
think more of some theory of peda-
gogy than of iraining children so as
to develop their h ghest capacities
and make the best possible men and
wamen oat of them?

In this presence, however, perhaps
it were wiser not to too rashly specu-
late on this point.

But of all the perversions of the re-
lations of end and means, the crown-
ing delusion of this cra is that which
makes the possession of wealth the
chiefend of hieman existence, It will
not be denied that the conrsuming
passion of our tile is to get rich, o
this passion the hivher possibilities
and the nobler activities of life are
sucrificed. Tt is the goal ol youthtul
endeavor and the chief ambition of
age.  Almost universally, it is re-
gatrded as the most desirable of hu-
an attainments.  Aud yet, when at-
tained, what does 1t Lring to its pos-
sesgor?  Usually nothing but the
hunger for more—an insatiable hun
ger, that grows by that on which it
feeds, clamoring lor more, forever
more,entil death ends the purswuit.

Now, wealth is unquestionably a
great good, but it is only good so far
ws it can be used Lo promote the well-
being ol man, Like cveryihing else
its value is proporticnate Lo its util-
ty, to ita ability 1o {urither the reai
end of human existenco,  When it is
rusde the end instead of the means it
becomes an evil instewd of o good, a
inaster instead of a scervant.,

The special utility which it is the
provincee of this paper o discuss is
the utility of mueic. I have endewv-
ored to make plain mwy understanding
of the high boport aud comprehon-
sive scope of this Lerny, and, accord-
ing tomy delinitivn, i wusic have not
wtility, it hoas o proper place in hu-
man life. The vogue of the day is to
consider music as svincbbing outside
the serious busiavss olilie, gn orui-
medl, al deresoory Lo be casily dis-
pensed with, porchiance o poiife ac-
complisbiient to be cwdvated by
long-haired entbusiizws v peoplo o
eleganl leisure, o fact, those super-
latively praclical people, who pride
thewselves on pusscesing o mounop-
oly of the good hurse scusce of the
world, generally have acuisplucent
coutempt for art, and are prone tu
regard 1ts votaries as visivliary, Woai
or efferninale. o i
thut we bave giicii
fUsciul aed the Boaulicul,” ws i vae

oot Lo PR
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were the antithesis of the other: as if,
in fact, the beautiful did not possess
the qualtity of usefulness,

This current conception of the
funciion of art imposes on us the ne-
cessity of stayving the progress of our
midn discussion long encough to clear
away s fallucies and to get a firm
grasp of those fundamental veritieg
ol existence which alone can sustain
us in our aspiring llight toward the
higher realms of Pruth, Forit is ob-
vious that the correctness of this
view depemds on our conception ot
the purpose ol being, ubd nevessariiy
involves a consideration of thie ques-
tions: “What are we here for?’
“Wihat is our highest good ¥ “What
cun & rational being propose to him-
sell as the principal end and aim of
this lite ¥

If our emineutly respectable
fricnds, the Phillisiines, are correct,
then the chase of the Almighty Dol-
lav is the only pursult worthy the xua-
Lition of men of good, hard sensc.
But if, us I believe, their schemea of
lire is ridiculously inadequate, it 1t is
i senseless delusion worthy only of
ons-idead, Iimpructical visionaries—
el oo narrow to grasp the broad
realities of lifa-~theun we wust seurch
lurther until we fnd a syntheals wide
vuough 1o square with wall the veri-
Lics.

Without belug dogmwatie, I veniure
to offera proposition, specific enougi
to answelr the purposes of this in-
yuiry, geneval enough to be aucepied
witliout serious objection;

“Mun's highest good is Ly Le ab-
tuined by the harmonrious deyelop-
ment of all the faculties and the cutl-
tivation of all the aotivities thab teud
1o wake life desirable®

All that we can bocows vouscieus
of is Beusution, subjective and objec-
tive. Lile is bug asuccesgion of Sen-
sutions, Helives miost who experi-
enees the greatess nomber and vari-
ety ol Bensations, and, no§ hecessa-
rily he who exists the greatest pum-
ber of years, In proporlivie as gen-
satious are ageeouble is jife desirable,
That life Is mwost worth living whici
Gonbedlts the greadest nusber aurl
viriely of the most desirable Senge.-
tous, 1ilite i3 guod, the more we
live the beiter. T9 deny this is Lo
arygue that dealhi Is prelerable to life.

Yolivwing this proposition is the
cotullary that the cultivation and ea-
vivige of those activitics which esn-
e to the st desirable sensutions
s Liie Tiighest attlisy, Xt is the e
PPuse vl ubis JERYHE g 1) kaueek-&um
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that music has a high place among
the utilities that make for this end.
but first the ground must be cleared
of the false theories of life which en-
cumber it, so that its proper relation
to man and society may be the morte
distinetly perceived.

My contention is that human life
to-day is one-sided, and that the
tendency of our present social and
economic system is to make it more
80. The strongest energies of our
being are engaged inthe struggle for
wealth. He who succeeds begius by
crushing his competitor in business
and ends by starving his own soul.
For, be it remembered, the law of the
conservation of energy operates as
relentlessly here as in the other de-
partments of nature. The abnormal
development £ one faculty is at-
talned at the expense of the othera,
The function that is permitted to
lapee Into disuse soon becomes inca-
pable of exertion. The man whose
activities are absorbed in the pursuit
of wealth cannot enjoy the pleasures
which lie outside the narrow circle
of his interests. 0Of the myriad de-
lighttul sensations of being, he has
sonfined himself to the few vulgar
Joys that attend his favorite pursuit.
And thils is the least of its evils, for
the system that gives wealth such in-
ordinate immportance among the utili-
tieg of life is rmainly responsible for
sae aconomic condition which 13 its
legitimate outgrowth. For it is not
#nly the love of wealth that monop-
clizus our energies, but even in
greater degree, its inevitable conse-
quent—the fear of poverty, The man
at whose door the walf of hunger con-
tincally barks, whose daily life is
consimed to supply his daily wants,

has little time, energy or opportunity |

to cultivate the nopler activitics.

And to what end is this sacrifice?;

What is the real utility of wealth?
Simply tu provide food, shelter und;
ruiment, Its utility ends with the

gratification of afew of the muterial |

wankbs of the body, True, it is essen-

tial to supply the stomach with food;
but not more so than o supply the;
And yet o condition’
of kle that required npine-teunths of;
our exertions to supply us with alr’
Pwurking age, when they speak from

Wealth cannot contribute o Ll.lul

hiegs with air.

yould be deemed wmonstrous,

pleasures of the affections, fur it lg;
anu social 40 a degree,

sordid and prosaie. It cannot stir
the heroic fiber in the buman soul
nor rouse the moral grandeur of his
nature. Feor the beautiful it has
neither eyes nor ears; it cannot
create one thrill of delight in the
presence of all the glory and sub-
limity of the universe. With the
divine mystery of being, it has no
sympathy; with the awful problems
of human origin, dauty and destiny it
has no concern. Its utility has end-
ed when it has suitably fed, clothed
and sheltered man, and supplied the
means for the exercise ¢f his higher
activities,

But, stop! you say. Cannot wealth
secure social position, buy libraries
to satisfy the inteilect, pianos and
grand opera to regale the ear, paint-
ings and statuary to delight the eye,
and are not the pleasures of distant
travel, to view the splendors of na-
ture open to its touch?

Yes,—Wealth may enable & man to
surround himself with good society;
but not to enjoy its pleasures, for the
sawe activities that have accummu-
lated his wealth have tended to de-
stroy those generous impulses, and
that tender consideration for the
rights and feelings of others, which
are the chief charm of social inter-
course. He may buy books; but not
the power to understand and enjoy
them. He may puy a grand piano;
but.not the ability to play it; and he
may buy tickets to the opera or con-
cert; but he cannot buy the cultivat-
ed taste which alone can fully appre-
ciate them. 8o he may buy works of
art and visit the beauties of nuture,
but without the eye to see, aud the
s0ul to feel, they will Lring to him no

late the intelleck to exertivu aduummuu were all profitless,

ingpiration, no jov, The rarer sweets
jof life are not purchasable. Thiey
Ispring spoutancous, it at all, along
thoge liues of endeavor which the
| soul pursues in iis progress towards
the full atsl flarowaivas developlucat
! of all its puwes.
P In laking leave ol owms vreso ol
"he subjeut, T desire to add one tdual
note of emplhiusis Trom the pen of
that st cloguent Apoustle of the
True and the Beaoillul—ihe greal .
Johkn Ruskin, SBays he:
“Aud yes people spouk o bule
their hearts, as it houses, and lands,
_Lxud foud, and raimeut were alone

It capnot|usclful, and as if sight, thought and

50

exeapt o8 phe inferior plane of itg|that wen insolently call themsclves

own service, It cannot excite the| Utilicriiws, wiw would ture, if they

WW fgu gt 194 dad bholy Mthcmmlv us bl LLu.u. ,Ystya

race inte vegetables; men who think,
as far as such can be said to thiak,

that the meatis more than the life,
and the raiment thao the body, who
look to the earth as 4 stable, and to
its fruit as fodder; vinedressers asnd
husbandmen, who love the corn they
grind, and the grapes they crush,
better than the gardens of the angela
upon the slopes of Eden; hewers of
wood and drawers of water, who
think the wood they hew and the
water they draw, are better than the
pine forests that cover the moun-
tains like the shadow of God, and
than the great rivers that move like
aternity.”

It the desideratum of life is the ut-~
most completeness and varlety of
desirable sensatlons, it is uow In
orderto inguire—What 1s the func-
tion of music In the creation or pro-
motion of these seusations? In other
words what is its utility?

Primarily, the pleasure aftorded by
music is sensual, that is, it delighis
the natural ear unaided by intellect
or previous assoclation., Why the
coneord of sweet sounds is delighefal
is one of those inexpiicable myster-
ies that transcend reason. Liks the
fragrance of the rose or the swest-
ness of Liove we know it Is good and
know not why, "These simple sensa-
tions are the primary clements of
consciousness and defy further anal-
ysis. We love sweet sounds 43 we do
sweet tustes, or sweet odors, because
they give us pleusure. We are born
that way. See the coagerness with
which the child follows the bund
through the streets. How he de-
lights in the strolling harper and
fiddier. IEven the much-derided or-
gan geinder is an unending source of
joy to him, The love of meclody is
luherent in his soul aud his Leart
leaps wilh gladness, spoulaneous
and unbidden, when touched by the
magic power of music, As the chid
grows older, unless stunied by inac-
tivity, his nuusical ZLOWS
stronger awd  capable of affording
‘him greater pleasure. He begius to
porceive the form and rhythmic pro-
Peression of sounds. His car recog-
nizes thuse distinguishing marks of
fmelodic structure that churacterize
atune. Frow the simple to the com-
plex is the law of development in
music as in life: First, the simplest
art form, the reel, the jig, the ballad,
~the song, with their uniform rhythm
Cand cielenves tlen throtgh the realm
sehy Vatiy bW bl j;“glf.“i “ﬁtﬂ‘h‘m‘@
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of tague, romndo, sonata and grand
symphony,

Butin this progression the youth
has ceasad to derive his chief pleas-
ure from mere ear tickling, Assoon
as ho begins to recoguize tunes, they
begin tu have their associations.
Strains of music begin to asaume re-
tation with the other facts of lite
Some are joyful, somne sad, some
whisper the soft accents of love, oth-
ers g0 1nd the vrumpet call of duty and
heroic endeavor. Poetic words are
wedde | to melody and music sweeps
the whole gamut of human emotions.
Not a joy, not a sorrow that the heart
can feel, but finds expression here, Is
it love of the family altar, the sweet-
ness of domnestic affection, what imorve
tenderly sympathetic than “Home,
Sweet Home?” Is it the arousing of
patriotic fervor, what more inspiring

than our own “Tramp, Tramp,
Tramp,” or “Marching Through
Georgia? Would vou sound the

dep+hs ot grief, what more pathetic
than “He was despised” in the Mes-
siah? Or if you would mount the
apex of solemn joy, what more glo-
rious than the immortal “Hallelujah”
of Handel? Would you invoke the
“pert and nimble spirit of mirth,”
where will youfind its embodimentso
perfect as inthe rollicking choruses
of our Pinafores, Mikados and Er-
minies? Or if the fauciful sprites of
fairyland must be enchained and cast
into objective form, listen to the
Thomas orchestra play Mendels-
sohn’s “Midsummer’s Nights Dream”
or Wagner’s “Ride of the Walkyres.”
But if you would have the heights
and depths of human ewmotions
sounded, if you would feel the uni-
versal brotherhoo” of man, the Infi-
nite love that pervades the universe,
the divine ecstacy of being, the high-
est aspirations, the inarticulate long-
ings of the soul, hear the sublime
symphonic works of the groat mas-
ters. Once hear and understand the
glories of the divine Ninth Sympho-
ny of Beethoven and the utility of
music will not need to be further ex-

plained. =
Muste 1s the universal language of

the soul. It is a language more sub-
tle, more expressive than speech.
Not only does it express sentiments,
bat it intensifies them—emphasizes
them to such a degrec that words
seem feevlc by cotmparison. It has
the power to call up mental images
and sensations with equal, and even
greater vividness than the original
impression. Nor does it need to plod

laboriously along with words enu-
merating und describing the proper-
ties ol the inage to be recalled, but
with a few thrilling chords and a
burst of melodions sounds the vis—
ion is instantancously mirrored on
‘the soul. Neither is the best music
purely imiuvive. It sceks not to
duplicate the exact sound of the
moun of the wind or the roar of the
wave, but to arouse into ncetivity the
sume emotions that are cxcited by
these. Its methods are dircet. It
tecds not the aid of the other senszes
to ereate emotion, With one uncrr
ingstroke it sets the sensibilities vi-
brating, and joy or gorrow, laughte;
or tears, ars created from the dired
impact of the sound. More than this,
itis pre-eminently snggestive, and is
not content with recalling past sen-
sutions; but detaching them frov
previous ussociations it passes them
through its alvmmbic and they re-
appear re-combined in new forms.
prophetic of the infirite pessibilities
of man and the greatnoss of his des-
tiny. .

Important as may be the uses of
music us aninterpreter of beauty, ii
possesses a still greater function. Its
gupretne utility is as a ereator of life
—a power itattaios through its ability
to arouse and control the emotions
In proportion as it increases or in-
tensilivs scusation it creates new life.
Among the influences that promote
emotional eulture and discipline
musie is entitled to rank highest in
our esteem. The weary coldicor, whose
toilsome march is made easier by its
enlivening strains, is o sufficient wit
ness of its potency as a nerve stimn-
lant, Ttz value has been attested by
all the ages. In Ancient Greece no
publie ¢ercinonial, no social gather-
ing, not even an oration, was deemoed
vomplete without it. The great Olyvm -
pic games, to which the Greeks owed
the development of that ideal phys.
ical perfection which is the adnira-
tion and despair of the moderns, were
conducted 1o conformity to strict
musieal laws, Not wmerely a jumble
of ear-tickling sounds, but every
postere, every gesture, every evolu-
tion was made in accordance with
a well-defined rhythmie movement
and cadence. And vet in the full
blaze of modern music we do seem
to bave profited by 1his hint of the
ancients. .

In the present highly developed
condition of art struciure, music ean
be more than the dizeiplinarian of
Bodily movements that it was with
the Greeks. Through the emotions
It ¢can regulate the movementy of the
soul. Tt can rouse it dormant Intent

powers inte gquicker life. It can give 4

new dlvectionto its activities, ano-
blerimpulse to its movement. It carp
demanstrate there is a kecner, more
unulloyed pleasure, in the healthful
exercise of the cmorional powers
than in the gross salisizcetion of the
materil senses.

It there were rothing morve than the
pleasure of sen-ein musice, it would
be inlinitely preferable to some coin-
mon modes of enjoyment. There is
no bitterness o re-action following it,
ne Nemexis in its hereafier. Its pur-
suit leaves no Lad tastein the mouth,
no bod effeets in the system. Inite
morninosthere are no neadaches asg
there may be efter an evening of
wine.,  Andirs pleasures wax greater,
the mmere thete are to enjoy them.
To cnjoy its good it is not necessary
tndeprive any onn of his snare; as
i inevitable in maby of our usual
puUrsuits.

But wien, in addition to gratifying
our gensy, it becomes the inspirer and
cuide o owr pey cee o weing, it rises
to & lowering provainence among the
iufl .cnees that shape human destiny.
As mathematics is to the intetleet, so
is muizie to the emotions, As the one
caltivates and digviplines the mind.
50 does the other the soul. And as
the springs of human action, the mo-
tives of huwan conduet proceed from
the emotions, the intimate connec-
tion betwesn mnsgic and morals is
obvicous, When we contempliate the
promise confained in the develop-
ment of music wlong these lines,
speculation iz tempted to hecome
intemperate. and we harvdly dare to
follow our chain of reasoning to iis
logical conelusion, lest we fncur e
reproach of beings visionary., It eon-
not. however, be giinsald fhat musie

as power to create definite emotions.
Two bodies cannat cecupy one space,
nor can two antagonistic emotions
co-exis inconadiousnes<. One ransg
be destructive of the other. Then
why may not psychical thercapeuties
progress so far along musical iines
as to be able to supplint undesirable
emational states with the more de-
sirabie¥ And why may uot the emo-
tional culture acquired through the
agency of music be transterred to
cut daily 1i¥ and work?

Leaving thwse snguestions for fu-
fure reflection, if theyv are deemed
worthy, Inow passon.

It may be urg, 1 thats the music re.
ferre:d to hecoin is classical music,
anhd that it is, to ordinury curs, gen-
orully a biore.  Candor compels the
admission that there is <ome justifi-
cation for this complaint, for class-
[val music as sometimes performed
Gy atrateurs is morve painful than
igreeable.  And the diffieulty is two-
fold. sometimes due to the per-
former, sometimes the auditor, Fro-
quently it is the fanlt of ambitius
amateurs who seek to acquire a
chean reputation for culture by at-
tem v ing selections they can neither
comprehend nor perform. Sometimes
the music incurs our displeasure be-
causce of the offensive egolism of the
performer, who may be more anxious
o dazzle with vpyrotechnic¢feats
than to inte pret the r:-anine of the
composer, 'this c¢lass of musiclans
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ignore the fact that the primary
function of music is to please, and
not to furnish a vehicle for the dis-
play of their wvanity. They usually
reguard it as a fashionable accom-
plishment, a polite  appendage,
whose chief utility is to give them a
chance to shine and scceure a per-
sonal trivmnh.

They delignt in paralyzing the na-
tives with their astoswding  teeh-
piogue wnd have a complacent con-
tempt for the common herd who like
to hear tunes, Now, [ object to hav-
ing muric beat the ouus of displeas-
pre incurrced in this manoer, and
have no doubt thuat many who have
conceived a dislike for the classical
ecan trace thelir repuguaanee buck Lo
the otffensive churacteristics ol per-
formers.

For as a matter of fact,the elassieal
standard in music is the sime as in
literaturc. The classical is distio-
guished from the conunon by its per-
manency,its power to endure, (o must
be fit to survive,else it dies the death:
of the trapsient and ephemeral.
Moreover, it requires an edacated
taste to extract all of its beautiea.
The uncultivated mipd doesnot por-
ceive the beauties of Hamlet—-but
that is not the fuult of Shakspeare,
Wagner iz not farther from vhe com-
prehension  of the average mind
than is Carlyle, nor Beethoven thuan
Browning. The greatest musical
works like the masterpicces of li'er-
ature, while they deal with the sim-
ple truths of universal experience,
only yield up their deeper theanings
to those who have fitted themascelves
to receive them. 1f, therefore, you
have heard a conscientious perforn-
er rendering a worthy work of art
and fail to Hnd gratitication therein.
it may be proper for you to consider
whether the deflciency may not be
in yoursell. s Not thatit isany dis-
credit to you, but only & loss — a loss,
however, to be sincerely rogretted as
involving an inubility to enjoy one
of the purest pleasures of life. But
it is infinitely preferable that youn
henestly admit your loss than to gush
and profess to be delighted in order
to be thought accomplished. Under
noe consideration, however, should
you join the ranks of the Philistines,
and like the fox in the fable, brag how
mueh smarter and more practical you
are than those who are able to derive

pleasure from a source out of your
reach. Obviously, the reasonable
course for you to pursue, wider these
circumstances, is to qualify your
gelf, so fur as circumstances will per-
mit, to extract from life this addi-
tional joy. Buat it may be objected:
that the ordinary run of huamanity
is not capable of the calture da-
manded by the higher art. Tius, I re-
spectfully deny. »

Of all arts music 1s the most demo- |
cratic. No art appeals so divectly to;
the sympathy of the musses, or is
s0 easily understood and enjoyed.;
It requires no special gifos or sp
fortune to appreciate it, Some ol its
greatest prophets bave risen frow
among the poor, I might almost say
theilllterate, The landof my notivity
—Wales—~furnishes & striking ex-

‘must be subordinated.

ample of the capacity of the masses
for musical culture. 1.ore, music is
not the luxury of the vich, but the
daily solace and delight of the poor.
There you will find choirs, often num-
bering hundreds of members, in
every villure and hamlet in the land,
You will find them constantly at
worl, noi on the simple songs and
glees of the singing school, but upon
the grandest works of the greutest
masters. Iinight venture to say that
there scearcely exists o great choral
work, oratorio or cantatn, irom Bach
to Wagner. that has not been prac-
ticed and rendered there, And whon
think you, vomposethe men Lepship
of these choirs? Not the werchants,
professional peopie, or aristocracy of
the land, but the coal miners, pud-
dlers, iron-workers and laborers,
with their wives and daughters. DBut
it may be said their eftorts must be
roueh, uncouth and barbarons, that
they cannot possess trie citire,
Listen! When afew veurs ago an
international snusical competition
was held at Crystal Pulace, Liondon,
uniler the direction of the most emi-
nent mugicians of the day, who var-
ried off the honors against the trained
singers of Loudon and the worhi?
Who, but these same miners an l
puddiers, with their wives and ehil-

dren. and under the leadrrship of a

blacksmith.

And do von not think the study and
practice of sw-s ereations asthe “Cre-
ation,” “The Messioh,” or the “Elijah”
re-nic ts on the daily lives of these men?
Think you they frequent the haunts
of dissipation as muech as they otivr-
wise would? "hionk you their life of
arduocus toilis notlightened thereby ?
Do they not feel a joy greater shan
would be found in being mercly hew-
ers of wood and drawers of wiuer?

Most assuredly, ves. And what is
true of them would be equally true of
other people umler similar condi-
tions. Their achievemenis prove that

the rich domain of ars is not the ex-

ctusive heritage of any celuvs, buat is

the common privilege of all, and

open to whoever will traverse the
royal road that leads to it.

In the tresatinent of this subject it
has been found necessary to cover a
widor range than the title would
seomn to indicate, but & discussion of
tha utility of music inevitably in-
volves a consideration of the philos-
ophy of lite, For if music is good, it
must be good for something, i.nd that
sornething must be understood and
defined. This has necessituted a def-
{nition of }ife to whieh all activitics
Couforma-
ble to this reguirement, the correct-
negs of the current view has been
chultenged, and the value of life has
been held to be commensurate with

the number and variety of its desira- -

ble sensa*ions  Music hus bLeen
shown to be u ercutor as wellas &

prime contributor to the asctivity ol
1. these sensations-—moral, intellectual
ceial ! ond aesthetie.

Its supremacy in the
Jdomain of the cmotlons has buen
maintained, ard its resuitant power
to enlarge ke possibilities and in:
tensify the nctivities of being has, 1
trust, been thoroughly duimonstrated.

And what is its future? . What is its
true relation to man and society? 1o
the coming social state, whose dawn
even now glorifies the horizon, music
will not be the exclusive privilege of
the few. but the daily pabulum of the
multitude. In a society where all the
activities of life are intelligently and
harmoniously ¢o-ordinated, musie
will leap forward to a fuller, freer
and more benetfivent existence; for
then the one-sided  development
of human nowers will be abandoned,
and the Jdomands of the psychical na-
ture be recognized and supplied:
Perhaps inhat day the tale of human
love, saffering, sneritica, heroism and
trivmph may be told te the masses
in music as it now is in fiction. Per-
haps the slory of Lohengrin may be
ag intelligible nnd accessible as the
story of lvanhoe; and perchance,
even the Divine mesgaage may reach
the ears of the people with as much
noteney from the “Messiab”™ of Han-
del’s genlus as from the eloguence of
the pulpits. In sueh a stute the glo-
rics of Wordsworth's immortal vision
would never “fade into the light of
commson day” for the “shades of the
prison-house” would pe illumined by
the celestriai beams of the radiant
inner life, and the sordid eares of to-
'day would be transformed and ideal+
ized with a beauty transcending the
glamour of romance. Then would the
paths of Duty and Pleasure con-
veryge,

I the progress of the race towards
the fulfillinent of its noble destiny
mugic will continue to render its
faithful servier, It will cultivate and
enlarge the psychical life and smpha-
size its claims.” It wili remain the in~
terpreter of beauty and the restorer

of the balunce of emotional equilib.i-

ium. It will cheer the uvfortunate,
rouse tho apathetie, exalt the humn-
ble and inspire the herotc, It will
keep alive the faith i +n ideal per-
| fection and by its woris demonstrate
its possibility. It will be to man the
inarticutaute mmurmur of the Divine
Spiiit, forever luring him onward 1o
hiwher peaks of endeaver—the Eter-
nx! Voiea procleiming it part of the
1impm’lshn. le, indiseniuble perfec-
|

tion of the Universe. It wi'l be to
him the chanzel through which hie
aspirations will flow toward that In-
‘finite Presence which pervades all
| spuce, and the subtle me:senger from
“the realms of the Unkrowable,
winging its filght through the envi-
ronment of Death and Unbelief
whispering in his cnruptuved ear,
amid the blending of heavenly har-
. monies, the hope of the Tinmortality,
“the Perfection of the Soaul,

i And this is the TUtitity of Musle!

If any young person expects with-
“oub faith, without thoughbt, withoutb
“study, and withont patiens, persever-
iug labor, in the widst of and in spite
of the discouragement, tc aitain any-
thing in this world thai is worth at-
 taining, ke will simply wake up by-
‘aud-by, sod find that Le has been

[ playing the part of & fool,

Fy
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Methods of Composition.

“To beable to write one’s own lan-
guagecorrectly and elegantly, is sure-
ly of more value than to be able to
write or speak a foreign langnage,”
8ays a recent writer. Some one else
has said that “the noblest literary
study of an Fuglishman is the study
of the English language., The no-
blest literary gain of the edueated man
is the power of wielding that langnage
well.” Bur nothing perwanent or
valuable ean be attained withont assid-
uous practice: for, as Pope has said:

“Irue ease of writing comes from
art not chance, as those muove easiest
who have learned to danee.,”  Writing
forees us to digest our knowledge and
give our thoughts systematic form.
1t gives us clearer conceptions, and re-
veals to us onr It
broadens knowledge, gives a refining
culture and at the same time makes
“an exact man,” as Bacon has sald.
Knowledge without the ability to use
is of little practical benefit.

deficiencies.

In a few schools this subject re-
ceives careful aftention; in many lit-
tle or no effort whatever is made in
the direction of a thorough study and
careful practice of composition; while
still others labor under the misconcep-
tion that “grammar is the science
which teaclies us how to express our
thoughts.”

Among those who are striving to-
wards good results, many failures
come from the arbitrary and mechanl-
cal way in which the work is done, Al-
straet subjects are often assigned, and
the pupils are left to struggle alone
withont aid or instruction. Much may
be done for the pupii by giving sug-
gestions as to the colleetion and use
of material, the arrangement of sen-
tences, choice of words, purity and
elegance of language and other equal-
ly important matters.

Such themes should be taken up as!

are usually best to begin with, sinee
they awaken greater interest and are
more easily studied. Children should
learn to write with ease and to ap-
proximate this ideal, topics shounld be
be nsed with which they are already
somewhat familiar. Ability to write
may thus be made to approacl: their
skill "in  conversation. Interest will
incrense as  progress is made. No
child js deveid of touches of pride
which may be kindled into powerful
motives to elfort. The achievement of
a purpose and the yeeoguition of well.
earned results may stimulate the men-
tal powers to 1 Liealthy growing activ-
ity.

After the assignment of the subject
by the teacher, the following points
of instruction as to methods of stndy
and work and invesitgation may be
followed with profit by the pupils:

1 Spend some lime in close, earnest
thought upon the subject.

2 Make a general plan or ontline
of what you know of it.

# Liead carclully and study earn-
estly what others have said npon it.

4 Beconstraet your ountline so as to
inclnde the additional knowledge you
have gained by reading and investi-
gation. Be sure that you adopt a
natnral order of arrangement,.

5 Under each topie of the ontline
make notes of appropriate illustra-
tions which may be uscd.

G Re-study the entire subject and
get it thorouglhly at command,

T Write, re-write, correct, recon-
struet, correct again, and re-write un-
til yon can make no further improve.
ment.

8 In your criticism give attention
to logieal arrangement, use of words,
and foree of expression, taking eare
that the thought has been correctly
and fuily expressed,

The first lesson after the assign-
went of the snbject should be devoted

L:ls will permit the use of the
to o discnssion of the outhnes pre- | bouri.

the second lesson, they may present a
tolerably complete draft of the essay.
The time of the recitation should be
oceupied with reading and correcting
these. The time of the third lesson
should be taken up in reading the
essays in their perfeeted form, and in
receiving the eriticisms of the teacher.
By thus giving a large amount of
time and earefnl work to each cssay,
the pupils will soon attain proficiency
and come fo appreciate the im-
Porvtanee of this drill,

Nothing ean take the place of gen-
uine interest in the work on tle part
of the teacher.
teachers whe look upon it as mere

drudging devoid of attractions. All
such must fail of trne suecess.  Sin-
cere and nualloyed interest in the
progress and development of onr pu-
pils will add many a charm to cur
work and transform what would
otherwise be Dburdens into pleasant
and profitable exereises.— Sefectadl.

1 fear there are some

Blackbonrd Work.

The solution of probloms. unless
they be oceasional test-problems,
lirst-hand st the black-board., during
recitation tine, s 1 wastrous to-e
of employing reeitation tine. Oune
or two things will generally happen,
cither one or two will drag along af-
ter the others are done and keep
them waiting, or part of the «lass will
g0 on reciting while some are sl
working at the board  Fither con-
dition is 0 wastrous expenditure of
teaching foree, Waiting wlways de-
moralizes aelags. A part ol n elasgs
go on reading. and part work at the
board; that part at the bonrd oets 1o
good from the recitation. Peacticn -
Iy, those pupils wiw spend the hoor
at the board. might, uniess there be
some disciplinary veason, better Le
at theirseats. Tizuring st the board
iz o bungiing mode of wilministering
discipline,

The only conditions under which
pupilsave properly sent to tle black-
hoard are to poat on it problems, or
other work. solved or deternined,
and todo test-work of such o notnre
bl k-
There are not many kinds of
work that will do this. After all, the

sented by the pupils. Such t‘-hibl'lgUSimnin nacof the blackbonrd i3 to Mo
shiould be made in these as will aid:vtish the teachor ieans of flustro.

] . L . tion and other Forms of aid—5, .
each in presenting his ideas, l*orl'}‘urr.

will enlist the greatest amount of ef-
fort. Thosc most closely connected
with the every day life of the pupils
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How Can Se¢hool Programs be

Shortened and Koriched?

Much tine van be saved in pritnary
and secondary schoo's by dlminish-
ing the nunber of reviews, and iy
pevel aiming at that kind of aceur-
ey of attainreent which reviews, fol-
iowed by ex:uninations, are intendod
to enforee. Why should an Hecurney
ot knowledge and of statement be
habitwally  demanded of  chiidren
which adnlts seldom possess? How
nany  well-educated aduits canadd
ong colnmns of figures correci]y, or
ind the least common multiple or
he greatest conunon divisor of six
weight nuunbers: Nothing but prac-
dce can keep one skillful in theae ex-
reises; and we may reasonably  be
jrateful that few people are con-
elled to keep in the necessary Plrite—
iee. Pewadult minds retain necir-
wely considerable musses of isoln-
ed fuets, and it is comnmionly oh-
ierved that minds which ape ool at
hut are  seldom the best  nLimds.
Fhy Jdo we tiy to make children o
vhat we o notiry to do onrsefves
nstead of mustering one subject e
Ore going to another, it is almost in-
sriblby wise to co on to a superior
ubject before the inferior has been
aastered—mastery being o VOry tute
hing. On the mistery theory, how
meh new reading or thinking should
readults do? Ierstend of reviewing
rithmetie, study algebra; for alge-
ra will illustrate arithmetic, and
NPy many examples of arithmoetie-
Eprocesses,  Tnstead of re-reading

Fareilinr story, vend a new ones i
Al be vassly more interesting, and
e conmmon words will all recur -
he eommon words biing by far tiwe
st valuable ones.  Tastead of re-
fewing the physieal geography oj

orth America, stady South Anieri-

1 Phere, oo, 1he pupils will tind
wuntain-chains, wiater-sheds, high
latenux, browd plaing, greatsirenns
nd isothervmasl lines, The really pro
table time to roview o subject 15 et

hen we have Just fintshed i, b

hen we have used it in stidying
sher sabjectsand have seen s reln.
ons ro other subjects, and what it is

wdfor. For example, the Freach
fugram puts areview ol arithmoetio,
gebra, und geonmetry into the lost
wre With all his  mathematieal
awers strengthened by 1he study of
grebra and geometry, and with all

& practice of arithmetic which his

udy of measuration and algebra

has involved, the hoy retarns at sev-
cnteen fo arithmoetic, and tinds {6 in-
finitely ensicr than he did at four-
teen. Murther, the Freneh bhov has
Pescaped those most vexations of
arithmetical puzzles which o tittle
visy  algebra enahles one to <obve
with facility. Many an cducated Now
Englander renembiers to this diy the
exasperation e felt when he discoyv-
Lored that problems=in Colburn's Se-
el over which he had struggeled for
honrs, could be solved in as TR#LY
minntes after he had god haif-wan
through Sherwin's  Algebra. Is il
notan abotdnahle waste of the time
bl strength of children to put them
to doingin adifficuliway, never used
in real life, something they will be
ahle todo in an easy way o year o or
two Bder?  To introduce artificial
havdnessinto the course of training
that any human being hins to follow
is nnunpandonable educationnl sin.
There is harduess enongh in the world
without mannfac uring any, JHrticn-
Ity for ehildeen.  On careful senreh
throngh all the vears of the ilic
selionl progranes now in use, many
wit] Feund  where  tine
micht be saved and strain Lossencd
by abandoening the offort to obtain an
exaguerated and unnatural aceuraey
ol work. [t iz onc of the worst de-
fects ol exmminations that they set
anartificial value upon acearaey of
attaintoent.  Good examinantion re—
=ults do notalways prove thatl the
training of children examined has
beon of the best kind.- Fo,

Plittees b

A DBlunder.

“What atool T was,” suid o promi -
nent rowa odneator.  “Thirty-two
vears ago T made o blunider which 1
=tall never forget. e was my  first

taught me never to accompany o
comtnand with adeclaration of pun-
i=hment in case of disobedicnee, Tt
happencd in this way. The school
house was in the conntry.  Back of
the sehool house was along hill, AL
the foof of the tong hill was 2 litt]e
ke, Ttowins winter time; the hill was
covered with snow amd the lake was
lrexon aver; a grand plaee for const.-
ing. Tt was great fun for the boys {o
glide down the long hill on their sleds
and away across the lake on Lhe
amooth dee. O! what fun for the
bhoys! But they got inte the habit of
taking just one more slide down the
hill after the bell rang. 1t wenst on for

sonie time, until finally,one morning,

gsehool, It was an experience which !

'onnounced in stentorian tones: It
any boy rides down the hill after the
bell rings, ' whip him.” What was
the result?  Hixteen bovs weroe
whipped that very afternoon. That
wits a hard alternoon for me, and all
T made a- MMunder in the

Thiul to whip the boys be-
enuse T ospdd Twould, DBut T learned
afesson I shall never forget. It is
better to maken mild request than a
command,and if 0 command is neeces-
“ary, never accompany it with a de-
cliration ol a spoecilie punishment,”’
-

heenise
morning.

School-Room Hints.

At & history cluss, last winter, T
found o hint on school-discipline.
The passage that gave me the sug-
gestion wus 1his: “The people are
best, coverned, where there is  the
lenst outward show of government.”
It soems 1o me if we change the word
people to pupils, we have an excel-
lent thonght for the school-room. A
little pleasant attention shown to a
rough boy. who has had lttle exper-
ience of kindness, and who, we might
think from his outward appearanee,
would be incapable ol regard tor his
teacher, hns somcetimes i happy of-
feot, 1 had an amusing illnstration
ol this, o =hort time ago, at the State
primary sehool, where T was 1ench-
ing.  Many of the boys there, ave
Loys whose earty associations have
not only heen nlmost entirely with-
ont 1'(\ﬁhing inlluenees, but have been
an edueation in evil. A large, rough
bhoy cate into school one afternocon,
evidently the embodiment of ill-na-
ture. The exercises that day was let-
ter-writing,  He did not seem in-
c¢lined to begin hiswork. T did not
appear Lo notiee his idleness or
crossnesa, and called to him by noume
and said: “Wouldn’t von like to sit
at my desk by me to-dav Lo write
your letier?”  Strange as it may
évmn. this sirple device hanished for
1he time. his ill-nature andd secared o

cvood afternoon's work, He even
wished to write at recess, which at

this =chool iz an intermnission of half
“an hour, Children, in public schools,
“too often come from homes, where
! they satter from too mueh, rather
: than foo little attention, but possi-
. bly, there may oceasionally be a child,
Hike my poor Stute primary boy, who
;ean be allured into doing his best,
by the privilege of sitting beside his
| teacher for u few hours and sharing
her desk.—Evelyn 8. Foster,
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John Tyndall, in an address to
the students of University College,
London, says: * A pupil comes to
us a8 a bundle of inEcrited capaci-
ties and tendeucies, labelled ¢from
the indefinite pust to the indefinite

future;’ and he makes his transit.

from the one to the other through
the education of the present time.
The object of that education is, or
ought to be, to provide wise exer-
cise for his capacities, wise diree-
tion for his tendencies, and throngh
this exercise and this direction to
furnish his mind with such knowl-
edge as may contribute to the use-
tulness, the beanty and the noble-
ness of his life.”

A joint teachers institnte was
held at Mount Pleasant, January
17and 18. About fifty teachers
were present from various parts of
Westmoreland county, Principal
Noss lectured on Saturday evening
the 18th, on “ The Coming Teacher.”
Many gradnates and former stn-
dents ot the Normal werc present
and took part in the work of the
institute; among others Principal
W. D.Canningham, of West New-
ton, who made an effective speech
Saturday forencon.

Since Dr. Noss’ return from Eu.
rope, he has been aliost daily in
receipt of invitations to lectare.
He can of course only aceept a
limited nuinber of such offers, but
wesgee him advertised for Mt. I’leas-
ant on the 18th, snbject, *The
Coming Teacher.” Ile speaks at
MecKeesport later in the month.

Among our new exchanges we
notice the Normal Enterprise, of
the West Liberty, W. Va., State
Normal. Itisacredit tothe school
snd a testimonial of its “enter-
prise.”

Dr. A. B. Miller, president of
Waynesburg College, began hie
career as 4 pedagogue at the Union
School, East Pike Run township,
almost within sight of the Normal.
I. C. Ailes, Esq., one of the Nor-
mal trustees, was one of the schol-
ars. The teacher was then about
17 years of age.

Mr. D. T. Seott, a former Nor-
mal student, has charge of the pub-

lie school at Bruceton, West Va,,
and is meeting with deserved suc-

cess. Ile now holds a four-year's
certificate.  We hope Mr. Scott
witl some day hold a diploma from
the California Normal.

From the K k County Democrat
we clip the following: * Prof. 1.
C. Murphy, a Pennsylvanian by
birth, is the prineipal of the Ridge-
way public schools. He isa pro-
fessional teacher, having been
trained for the school room by
special education and by vears of
experience. lle is a graduate ot
the California, Ia., Normal School
where the degrees of BB. E. and M.
K. D.were conferred upon him. 1le
was chosen at once by the trustees
of his alina mater to take a position
in the faculty. Afterwards he be-
came a member of the faculty of
the State Normal School at Lock
Haven and left that place to come
to Ridgeway. Drof. Murphy is
known and recognized thronghout
the State as a good teacher’s insti-
tute lecturer and instructor and
were he able to devote his time to
it he could #ill engagements in the
work nearly the year round. leis
the anthor of a work entitled + Re-
ereations in Geography and His-
tory ” and is also a valned contrib-
ntor to edueational magazives,
Ridgeway was lucky enongh to get
him and is plucky enough to hold
him.

—— ——————

Misses Ollie Ilawkine, Laura
Register, Annie Morton, and
Mesars. Orean Scott, Knoch .Arigon
and Will Martin are a few of the
many students who will enter schoo!
next term. We hope they may all
be fortonate enough to cast tieir
lots with Ciio.

. ——

In spite of the severe winter
weather, the students of the Nor.
mal played a very interesting game
of bhase ball on New Year's day,
and on the Saturday following
played one of the best games ot
the season, ending in a ratio of 1-3.

= e —l——

Phile has been extremely lucky
in getting nearly all the new stu-
dents that came in, and if the per-
centage is kept up we anticipate a
lack of capacity in Philo Llall to
accommodate them.

There should be a reformation in
debating in both societies. Instead
of long prepared speeches, the de-
bator shonld be more governed
by the occasion. Tnstead of long
and wunbroken strains of monoto-
nons tones, it should be pointed
and ribbed with principle. We
are glad to announce that some of
our members are making strides
toward the attainment ot those ele-
ments that link together and make
a fluent and entertaining speaker.

Hard at Work,

Nearly one hundred Eminent
Persons are now engrged in pre.
paring valnable and important con-
tributions to Z%e Youth’s Compan-
fon for 1890.

Mr. Gladstone is getting together
his reminiscences of Motley the
Ilistorian;  Justin MecCarthy is
writing all his personal recollections
of great Prime Ministers; Sir Mor-
rell Mackenzie is thinking of what
he shall say to 7%e Companionread-
ers on the training of “their voices
in_youth; Captain Kennedy is re-
calling the exciting episodes of his
five hundred different trips across
the Atlantic, and making notes for
his articles; P. T. Barnnm is pre-
paring the acconnt of how he se-
cured his White Elephant; General
Wolseley is arranging to tell the
boys how they can endure hard-
ships; Carroll 1. Wright is secur-
ing statistics about the boy and girl
laborers of America, what they do
and what they earn; Ilon. James
G. Blaine is writing a paper for our
young politicians; popular anthors
are at work on serial stories; the
Presidents of three leading Amer-
ican colleges will give adviceto boys
on their future; Tyndalland Shaler
are to talk about the wonders of
nature; Marion Ilarland promises
to entertain the girls, while Lien-
tenant Schwatka will take the boys
in imagination to the loneliest
puace in the United States.

There are hundreds of pleasures
in store for Zhe Companion read-
ers of 1890. Every one is hard at
work, as you see. $1.75 will ad-
it you to 52 weeks of these enter-
tainments. Send for Full Pros.
peetus for 1890 to Tur Youru’s
Comraxtox, Boston, Mass,




