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Hle. a year.

Entered as second-class tmatter,

SpriNg term opens March 25.

Torar attendance to this date,
about 450.

Tue enrcliment for the year is
expected to reach 700.

Governor Braver is expected to
be present and make a brief ad.

dress on Commencement day, June
~
4 th.

Princiear Geo. IF. Marmny, of
Waynesburg, will be one of the
many who will take the Special
Course in Methods.

Mis M. Awewra Fue, one of
Connellsville’s progressive teachers
and a soloist of more than local
reputation, will be in attendance
during Dr. Palmer’s Course in
Musie. _

Miiss Apa Gurx, ’88, who is
teaching near KElizabeth, was a wel-
come vigitor at the Normal Feb. 22,

Tue Normal trustees will prob-
ably rent the upper story of the
“ College Hounse,” now occupied by
Mr. L. W. Morgan, for the use ot
boarding students,

Pror. W. N. Hurr, now of Cor-
vallis, Oregomn, in a recent commn-
nication alludes to the fact that he
wag principal of the seminary here|;
in '63 and '64, and was the fivst to
suggest the State Normal, Tle
has our thanks for the suggestion.

Miss Jenmie Cogaw, of Port
Perry, Pa., a stadent at the Normal
last spring termn, died after a brief
illness, Ifeb. 1, 1889,

Mr. J. R. Bakgr, of Beallsville,
a Normal student sowme years ago,
is now a student in the Western
Theological Seminary, Allegheny.

Miss Lizzie Lyrre, of West Kliz-
abeth, 4., a former student, was a
welecome visitor at the Normal Feb.
12th.

Surr. SeiNpLer speaks in warmn
praise of the teaching of Miss Elva
Hertzog, a member ot the class of
84, and of the Bpecial Methods
class last spring.

MR \V s, BRA%IIP ar, of Browns-
ville, was in town Feb. 23. He
will enter the Junior elass at the
opening of the spring term.

Miss Minnre MoKervey, a sto-
dent lagt spring term, was malr;ed
Jan, 22, to Mr, ]oslah Brant, of
Ligonicr. Oar good wishes go
with the happy coilple.

Rev. J. C. MoyEeyer, of Peters.
burgh, Ill,, many years ago pastor
ot the Cumberland l’rebbvterlan
chureh here, visited the Normal
Feb, 7,in ecompany with 'Squire C.
J. Springer.

Tne practice teachers are learn-
ing the happy secret of objective
and pictorial teaching. The hol-
low mockery of text-buok teaching
--that abomination of desolation
in elementary schools—meets with
no favor.

Miss Mawie Hawr, '80, now an
instructor in. Chaltant’s Dusiness
College, Brownsville, was a Normal
visitor Febrnary 23.

Tne spring term of the Cali-
fornia Normal will be one of rare
value to every teacher who attends.
A Westmoreland teacher has just
written: “ DBeing delighted with
your school last year I write to ask
you to save a room for me next
tertn.” This is a fair sample of
many letters received.

The latest and best definition of
a erank—a thing by which revolu-
tions are made. The faculty are
becoming a little eranky on certain
subjects, e. g spelling, writing,
and practice teaching, It will soon
be impossible for any one to grad-
uate unless he is a good penman,
a perfect speller and an expert
teacher.

Miss Carrie 8. Gr ed.thead '85, of
Falton county, who was recom-
mended two years ago by Principal
Noss tor a position in Westmore-
laud county, paying nearly double
the salary puid teachers in her own
coanty, has secured positions near
her, in Westmoreland, for two sis-
ters.

Important Dates.

Spring Term opens March 25.
Puablie School Exhibition March 30
{probably.) Col. Parker’s work at
the Normal beging May 13. Dr.
Brooks’ May 20, and Dr. Snyder’s
and Dr. Palmer’s June 3. Senior
and Junior Examination about
June 15. Alumni Reunion, June
25 (or 26). Annual Contest, June
26. Commencement, June 27.

There is talk of an Alumni ban-
quet on Tuesday evening of Com-
mencement week.

Good reports reach us of the
work of Mr. Joseph D. Hornbake,
’85, who 18 teaching the Centre-
ville school, this county.

Rev. M. A. Rigg, ’84, now a stu-
dent in the Western University,
sends us the names of six subseri-
bers to the Normar Review. That
ie a good example for other friends
of the paper to tollow,

The students and faculty of the
Normal recently presented a nine-
volume set of the International
iducational Series to Miss H. E.
Brooks, of the T.ock Haven Nor-
mal, whose library was wholly lost
by fire in December.

Mr. O. 8. Chalfant, ’56, who is
reading law at Washington, Pa.,
was a recent Normal visitor. His
brother Harry, of the same class,
is & Freshman in Washington and
Jetferson College.

Prof. W. 8. Jackman, 77, of the
Pittsbargh High School, was at
Harrison's inanguration and read a
paper before the National Depart-
ment of Superintendents, which
met at Washington, March 6-8

One by one, the few alumni who
have thought they might get along
without the Normar Review are
falling into line among our perma-
nent eubseribers,

Miss Maria L. Larime, *78 who
has been teaching long and well in
Fayette City, has just sent her sub-
geription for the Noramar Review.




No fears should deter us from doing good.

Theology in Fiction.

Time was when a strict religionist
regarded fiction as under a ban.
Perhaps we are entering on a period
when the timid novel-reader will
ask, as he takes up the latest piece
of fiction, * You are quite sure this
will do me no good?” At any
rate,it is a little singular that the
two novels just now most talked
about in Kngland and America
have for their motifs the eflect of
theologieal speculation upon char-
acter, and that in each the old
theme of the novel, a2 man and wo-
man in love with each other, is in-
extricably involved with doctrinal
contention. The old dilemmas
raised by Miss Yonge and her
school, when disbhelief in baptismal
regeneration and the like was held
to forbid the bans, shrink into
mere pin-points beside the fierce
horns which impale humanity in
Mre. Humphry Ward’s and Mrs.
Deland’s delineations of life, Even
the eritie, corapelled by his voca-
tion to a cool observation of the
struggle for life which goes on
among the paper dolls ot literature,
has an uneasy feeling as he wit-
nesses the mortal agony of Robert
Elsmere and John Ward, that he
must regard the books whichrecord
these experiences as contributions
to theology, and not merely as
works of art. Nevertheless he re-
turns to his senses and remembers
that every work otart must be judged
by the laws of art; and if the ap.
peal from his eriticism is to another
court the terms of defense must
also be changed. Laoccoon is not
first to be considered ag a study in
superstition, and a modern novel
which aims to reflect the action and
interaction of human beings in a
microcosm can not be excunsed for
imperfection on the ground that the
author was more interested in the
effect of her novel upon certain
minds than she was in producing a
perfect work of art. Bay what we
will about the novel as an engine
of thought or an instrnment of tor-
ture, its primary endis as a creation
on which its maker may look and
gay with satisfaction that it is good,
even if he begin again immediately
to make a better. IParmanence is

one I'{])f the attributes of a work of
12

literary art; and though the test of
tirme s essential to an assurance of
this condition, it i8 quite possible,
in reading a novel of the times, to
say if it has not the promnise of en-
durance. Wlen an author deliber-
ately uses fiction to aceompligh cer-
tain results it is clear that when the
occasion passes the use of the book
has departed. It may have been a
good missile, butabandoned missiles
serve only the uses of the collector
and historian. IHomer's shield is
as beautiful to-day as it was when
it left the workshop of Hephaistos.

These principles are somewhat
elementary, but it is worth while to
recur to them now and then when
literature iz in (uestion, since afor-
getfulnese of them is apt to lead us
into a confusion of thought respect-
ing the clams upon our interest of
some new book which has all the
forin of good literature, yet serves
other ends than are served by good
literature. It would be mere
pedantry to say that « Robert Els-
mere * is not a novel, because the
anthor employs the novel form to
press certain views which she has
appropriated; but it will be quite
as tar from good eriticism to praise
an anthor for ingennity in bringing
great and profound subjects to the
attention of readers by involving
them in the fortunes of imaginary
men and women, and dexterously
hinting that the men and women
are more real than imaginary. It
ir amusing to see what a part books
play in this story. All the main
characters either have written, are
writing, or are likely to write. The
hero is always passing through
crises, and the crises are brought on
by some book or article which he
hasjust read. The character which
impressges the reader as closest to
life, Catherine, the wife of the hero,
does not read at all, and the women
in the book generally are notgreatly
troubled with their edncated minds;
but the womankind of the novel is
mainly within the field of a society
which finds its highest life in intel-
leetual stir. In brief, the book is a
product of literature, and appeals
mainly, if not exclusively, to relig-
ious Athenians. It illustrates the
scope of the current literary inter-
est which takes in science and re-
ligion, and it illustrates also, though

not intentionally, the fultility ofthe
patronage of seience and religion
by literature. The novelist who
aims to present the working of the
element of religion in human life
must remember that both histori-
cally and philosophically that ele-
ment means the connection of hu-
man life with the origin of all life,
and therefore presupposes change-
lessness In essence, however the
form may vary. If, in depicting
human character under the stress
and strain of conflict arising from
a revolution in religions thought,
such a novelist choses to convey
the notion of stability in the person
who is not moved from her rock of
inherited and practiced faith, and
the notion of uncertainty in the
persen who strays farthest from his
original moorings, no fine-spunweb
of dream stuff, no airy reconstrue-
tion of religious forms into an
wsthetic scheme will avail to con-
vinee the reader that what is eter-
nal in faith abides so surely in the
drifting figure as in the more im-
movable one. Mrs. Ward’s novel
appeals strongly to that large class
of modern readers which corres-
{)onds in nature with the restless
horde of plutocrats than wander
over the face of the earth seeking
new sensations. There are multi-
tudes of women and men who are
gifted with intellectual and relig-
ilous gensibilities and are extremely
impressionable.  They have well-
stocked minds, and, having no en-
grossing pursuits, think they can
afford to indulge in the luxury of
journeys in new fields of thought.
They may not go very far, but they
get new impressions, and their in-
tellectual and emotionallife is made
up of a succession of new impres-
gions, To read “ Robert Elsmere”
is for them to travel, by a comfort-
able conveyance, into a somewhat
forbidding region, and as they look
out of the window to draw back
with a thrill of ecstasy at sight of
the deep canons over which their
slim trestle-work permite them to
cross in safety. It is to a some-
what simpler minded public that
thestory of“ John Ward, Preacher,”
appeals. Here the theologic motif
is not so snbtle and complex as in
“TRobert Elsmere;” there iz no
such wealth of thought, no such
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finesse in the handling of charac-
ters; bat we are bound to say that
the American novelist has obeyed
the canons of her art Dbetter than
her English sister. To besure, she
has not set herself such a tremend-
ous task; but, then, part of the
success of a novelist lies in the
foremeasarement of power and
materials.—Atlantic Monthly.

Cf Essays.

The resources of the finest novel
may be, at length, exhausted; we
learn its incidents by heart, and its
characters become so familiar that
we know exactly what they are go-
ing todoaund say in every exigeney.
So, too, the measures of our favor-
ite poems go singing through the
brain, until they come obediently
at memory’s call, and we have no
need to refer to the printed page.
But the seeret of the perennial
charm of the essay, from the Spee-
tator and the Guardian downward,
lies in the fact that it may be read
and reread with a pleasure and af-
fection that grows with each peru-
sal. The volums of essays is a be-
guiling fireside erony, and a travel-
ing companion that never disap-
points. It may be slipped into the
pocket, or tneked under the arm
and taken upon an excursion, with-
out fearof unpleasant consequences.
Because it discourses of many
things, and often changes its theme,
it never wearies; and, inasmuch as
it may be loitered over and dipped
into, here and there, in idle fashion,
its influence is soothing. [t does
not quicken the mind painfully,
or urge the mental movements to
feverish haste. Iaving all seasons
for its own, somewhat of the magic
of the environment in which it re-
vealed its heart to us lingers
around it. A rosy drift of peach
blossoms fell once upon its pages,
while a ekittish wind rutfled the
feathery young tree tops, and the
thrush in the wood beyond,like the
Arcadianshepherd boy, was“ piping
as thongh he conld never grow old.”
Perhaps it was the tingling air of
an autumn day that fluttered its
leaves, when the sky shone between
withered branches, and a shuddering
sigh passed through the dry eorn-
tields; or, perhaps, the snow hissed

against the pane, and the fire glit-
tered, gem-like, upon the hearth.
The first affections ot the essay
lover are often given to Charles
Lamb’s writing-——their pathos in-
tensified, and their naint conceits
tounched always by a remembrance
of the man himself, and the self.
sacrificing life acrose which the
madhouse cast ite black shadow.
And although we read, but the
other day, that William IHazlitt
wag “ the most amazing example of
what a critie ought to be,” few can
deny the merits of his “Table
Talk.” The papers < On the IFeel-
ing of Immortality in Youth,”
“ On Going aJourney,” and ¥ Why
distant Objects Please,” are admir-
able examples of his manner, and
of the charm bhe exerciges. Ile
loiterg, arm-in-arm with the reader,
ag it were, in a familiar attitude,
murmuring to him his thoughts
and memories, while the pensive,
twilight atmosphere of retrospec.
tion hovers over all. Jimerson, on
the eontrary, allows no straggling
out of ranks. e speaks with the
gerious intention of teaching, Prob-
ably no thoughtful person has ever
arisen from the perusal of ¢ Self-
reliance” without feeling that he
has learned something; for though
he may begin indelently, he will
end by tingiing all over from the
electrical “sparks and shocks * of
which Birrell speaks, DBirrell him-
selt, in his “ Obiter Dieta,” has
made a valuable contribution to this
department of literature. The es-
gays upon ¢ Dr. Johnson,” ¥ Worn.
out Types,” and “ Book-buying 7
do not contain a commonplace line;
while the paper upon * Falstaff,”
contributed by George Radford to
the first series, can not be passed
without praise. Nor shonld we
forget that Andrew Lang may be
found “ At the Sign of the Ship,”
or that Symionds and Gosse—though
the latter did say that Awerica has
not produced a poet—still wield
their faeile pens.  On our own side
ol the water we have the scholarly
Lowell, and Henry James who dis-
courses cleverly, if without any
great breadth, npon sundry mod-
ern anthors. Holmes—¢protessor,
poet, autocrat of wit’s own Dreak-
fast table,”—and Warner, whose
sunny humor is an antidote to pes-

simism, possess something of the
same genial mood, thongh widely
diverse in style.

It is to be observed that the ten-
dency of the essayists of to-day is
more toward literary criticism t{an
toward eontemplative and abstract
thought. With Matthew Arnold,as
it has been well said, criticism of
booke was a criticism of life, and
struck deep inte human nature. In
his hands it never degenerated into
amere venting of opinions. Though
Stevenson has escaped this popular
mania he does not take the reader to
his bosom. We stand, rather, at a
safe distance and watch the rockets
Zoup. Asaguideand philosopher
ke would be about as reliable as
Robin Goodfellow. Ile appears to
pride himself npon his inconsis-
tency, and has & “swashing and a
martial ”? andacity. We are dazzled
and amazed by the wonderful leger-
demain he exercizses upon words,
and the dexterity with which he ex-
changes old lamps for new. He
can turn and twist the most ancient
idea until it eatches the light at
every angle.

Toe King of Sweden was on his
last birthday the recipient of a
pretty little letter from a Swedish
girl, six years of age, who, begin-
ning her epistle * Dear King,” in-
formed hLim that, as his birthday
coincided with her own, she had
written in order to congratulate
him, particalarly as *“she Joved her
dear king so very much.” He
wrote back: “I thank the little
Misa 8. A, six years of age, for her
letter of congratulation on my
birthday, which is also hers. May
she become a good woman, and
thus afford pleasure to her king.
Oscar.” The letter was accomn-
panied by a handsome gold bangle.

Pusnic education in San Fran-
cisco receives marked favor in the
selection of six ladies and six gen-
tlemen to serve as members of the
board of edacation. The selection
was made by a committee of twenty-
five citizens of high character, ap-
pointed at a recent political conven-
tion, and ineludes men and women
of the best qualifications, without
regard to party affiliations.
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Principles or Methods.

3. B, TODD,

Should we study principles, or
learn methods?

At one time a knowledge of the
subject to be tanght was considered
sufficient preparation for teaching
it. Later, in addition to an ac-
quaintance with the subjeet matter,
a knowledge of methods was held
to be essential. Now, it is thought
by many that still more is neces-
sary; namely, an understanding of
the fundamental prineiples that un-
derlie the whole fabric of edunca-
tion.

To understand ocur question, we
should know the relation that exists
between the science and the art of
education. Art, as distingnished
from science, aims to accomplish a
certain end; science explains why
the end can be accomplished. Art
is doing, science is knowing. An
artisan may perform an operation
and may not be able to explain it;
the scientist can explain the pro-
cess and anticipate the result, but
may or may not have performed the
operation. The art of Eduecation,
including an empirical knowledge
of smbjects and of methods, has
long been understood, while the
geience of education has not yet
been fully formulated.

The science of education, as it
relates to growth, is dedneed from
the seiences of physiology and hy-
giene, psychology, logic, mesthetics,
ethics, and mental physiology-—
physiology and hygiene, as they re-
late to physical education; psychol-
ogy and logic, as they have to do
with intellectual development;
wethetics, as it underlies emotional
training; ethics, since it is the
foundation of morals, and mental
physiology, since it shows how the
state of the mind depends upon the
condition of the body. The science
of education, then, 1s a compousite,
taken from these correlative seiences,
and in addition should treat of the
values of studies as nourishment,
a8 stimulants, and as remedies for
mental disorders; also of supervis-
ion, examinations, requirements of
teaching, ete.

There are many reasons why we
should give more attention to the
studyof the science—the priciples of

education—and less attention to
the study of others’ methods, to re-
hearse a few of which reasounsis the
object of this paper.

1. [t is advised by the wisest
men. “Know, then do,” said Bios,
a Grreek philosopher, centaries ago.
The advice is good to-day. Knowl-
edge should always precede prac-
tice; notwithstanding the fact that
gome gtill maintain, “ We learn to
do by doing.”” Tt is assumed that
the teacher has some natural abil-
ity; this is to be improved by
study, and both are to be corrected
by practice, or, as Bacon puts it,
“Studies perfect nature and are
perfected by experience.”

2. KFducation has now reached
the “why® period. In the first
stages of instruction, pupils are
taught processes without the rea-
sons why; so education in its in-
tancy was empirieal, tradition and
authority were the only guides, and
thepedagogue was never uestioned.
But just as there comes a time in
the stndent’s life when he should
be able to give reasons, when he can
proceed independently and solve
the problems, even though they are
not ¢ like those in the boolk,” 8o the
time has come when teachers
should be able to give reasons for
their line of action. The spirit of
the age is proposing problems in
education for which ﬁlere is o pre-
cedent. Indeed, every young
American is a problem that ean’t
be solved by “ rule of thumb.”” The
teacher who would be sunccessful
must understand the prineiples.

3. The science of education will
grve an infallible standard by
which the value of methods may be
fested. Many methods now in nse
are irrational and absurd, and the
only reason for their existence is
that they have descended to us from
our ancestors. The best results of
teaching are slow to appear, they
cannot be tested by examinations,
and it is difficult to trace them back
to their causes. Indeed, the teach-
ing which makes the most brilliant
show, results in high percentages,
and “takes” with the people, is
very often far from being what it
seems, and unless we have a higher
standard than tradition to guide us,
it will be by the merest chance if
we happen upon the best methods.

4. The study of principles
creates a reasonable discontent with
one’s attainments, while @ v course
in methods 7 often resulls in a salis-
Faction which effectually checks any
| further improvemenl. Opponents
of any normal schools say, ¢ their
graduates think they know more
than the Almighty—at their age.”
Ag applied to some normal schools,
there is a germ of truth in the
statement, and the amount of truth
is in proportion to the amount of
time spent learning methods—in
“rule of thumb work”—without
an understanding of the underlying
principle. A graduate of such a
school starts out well; he knows
just what to do and how to do it,
but he seldom grows; and it never
for & moment oceurs to him that
he has not learned all there is to
know about teaching; on the other
hand, the teacher who comes to his
work a student of principles may
halt at first, .but his improvement
will be rapid and continunous.

5. Zhatwhich s leavned from
experfence is at the expense of the
pupil, and, wnless corrected by
sound principles, is often erroncous.
It is gaid that a young pill peddler
once preseribed for a German sick
of fever. The German threw away
the medicine, ate a mess of raw
cabbage, and got well. The doctor
noted, ¢ Cabbage good for fever.”
Hig next fever patient was an
Irishman, for whom he prescribed
raw cabbage. The Irishman died;
whereupon the doctor wrote in his
note book, “Cabbage good for a
Dutehman, but mighty poor for an
Irighman.” He was an empirie, a
name which is synonymous with
quack. Judged by the same stand-
ard, there are few school teachers
who are not quacks. A knowledge
of medicine and its effects is but a
small part of a physician’s educa-
tion; but, till very lately, a knowl-
edge of the subject matter fo be
taught was all that the State re-
quired of teachers.

6. The argument against the
study of edueational science are
fallacious:

(a) [t will result in a hurfful
ungformfity. A moment’s thought
will convinee any one that the ob-
jeetion is well founded. Inany of
the learned professions, those who
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are the most thoroughly grounded
in the science are the most original
and versatile in practice; and any
one who has visited schools knows,
that all ignorant teachers are alike,
that the sameness in their methods
is remarkable, and that variety and
originality are found in the work of
those who are acquainted with edu-
cational science. Let a teacher, by
study and observation, become
thoroughly convinced that one
great end of education is a mastery
of self, the development of the will
power; and it will influence all her
work. Her aim, will be, not to
govern, but to teach the pupil to
govern himself, and the more diffi-
ecult it is for the pupil to do this,
the greater is her opportanity; thus,
she will discourage whispering, not
alone becanse it interferes with
work, but that the pupil may learn
to resist temptation, to assert his
own power, and to take pride in do-
ing 80. In a thousand ways this
principle will influence her work,
and will be more productive of re-
sults than a lifetime’s study of
methods,

(by 1t will perplex and confuse
teackhers. Itmust be acknowledged
that this is true.

“The centipede wag happy quite,
Until the'toad in fon
Asked, * Pray, which le%l comes after which '
Which worked her mind to guch a pitch
She lay distracted in a ditch
Considering how to run.”

The centipede was confused, and
if teaching is simply a mechanical
operation that can be performed
just as well without thonght, then
itis wrong to confuse the teachers.

7. 1t widens the teacker’s hori-
zon. The teacher runs around the
circus ring of the school room, and
very often the ring decreasesin size
with each sncceeding year; he asso-
ciates with those who are his infe-
riors in intellectual acquirements,
until he thinks he knows more than
all the world. We can’t deny it;
there are more pedants among
teachers than in any other profes-
sion. The actual work of the
gchool room is as narrowing as al-
most any other mechanical employ-
ment, and yet it demands the great-
est originality, freshness, and
breadth of character. The teacher
owes it to himself that each sue-
ceeding year he can see farther; and
in no way can he better develop his

judgment and broaden his views of
life than by the study, in the
geience of education, of the most
profound questions ever proposed
for solution, and by association,
though writings on the same sub-
ject, with the greatest minds of all
time.

8. [t is becoming the fashion.
Chairs of “the science and the art
of education ” are being established
in all the leading universties in this
country and in bEurope. Normal
gchools are beginning to teach it,
while till lately it had a place only
in the catalogue. Many who never
have taught and never intend to
teach are studying it; and surely a
science which has received contri-
butions from almost all the great
thinkers is worthy the attention of
every scholar. As a means of in-
formation and eulture, it stands far
above many of theso-called sciences
of theday. When people regard
it in its true light, when the proper
place is assigned it in our normal
schools, and it is taught in all our
colleges, and when at least a partial
understanding of its prineiples is
held to be a necessary (ualitication
for teaching, then, and not till then,
will school teaching cease to be an
avocation and take its proper place
among the learned professions.

I have now taken more space
than I was asked to fill. 1 have
but opened the question, T trost
it will be discussed further. The
“ Beience of Edunecation” sounds
well; it is a nice thing to talk
about; but it must be acknowledged
that it is more talked about than
studied; it is more praised than un-
derstood. A more thorough study
will not lessen the amount of praise,
but will make it more judicious.

In coneclusion, 1 will gunote from
Shakespeare’s “ Troilus and Cres-
sida,” and one would almost think
the author had in mind some of the
teachers of ty-day:

*They tax out policy, and call it cowardice;
Count wisdom as no member of the war;
Forestall preacience, and esteem no act

But that of hand: the still and mental parts,--
That do contrive how many hands shal strike,
‘When fitness calls them on; and know, by meas-
Of tgz?r obaervant toil, the enemies® weight,—
Why, this hath not a finger's dignity:

They call this—bed work, mappery, closet war.
o that the ram, that batters down the wall,

For the great swing and rudenees of his poise,
The place before hia hand that made the engine;
QOr those that with the fineness of their souls

By reason guide his execmtion.”
—Troilus ard Cressida, Act 1, 8¢.3.

Laws Concerning Religious Instruction
in Schools.

It appears that out of twenty-
eight States and Territories twelve
have no law upon the subject, five
content themselves with prohibiting

sectarianism, in two morals and
good behavior are insisted upon,
and New Ilawpshire only provides
for the election of religious teachers.
Towa’s terse law declares the Bible
ghall not be excluded, and no pupil
ghall be required to read it contrary
to the wishes of his parent. New
York makes no provision for any
part of the school hours being
used for religious exercises, but
forbids the exclusion of the Serip-
tures. Massachusetts, IRRhode Ip
land and Minnesota lead the van
in explicit and admirable legisla-
tion, requiring piety as well as
morals, the fear of God as well as a
due consideration of the rights of
man. West Virginia law demands
that teachers must be of good
moral character and not addicted to
drunkenness. Arizona enacts that
morale shall be taught, but adds:
Any teacher who shall conduet any
religions exercizes in his achool
shall be deemed guilty of unpro-
fessional condnet, and it shall be
the duty of the proper authority to
revoke his diploma. XNevada, ip-
noring all other moral considera-
tions, requires in most ungram-
matical language an oath of every
candidate tor the position of teacher
to the effect that he never has been,
and, so long a8 he retains his office
as teacher, never will be, connected
with o duel. Thssatigfaction with
existing legislation and eustoms is
wide-spread, but is chiefly found
among Roman Catholics and Lu-
therans, who insist that primary re-
ligious instruetion should be de-
nominational and under the care of
the ehurch. In Illinois a consider-
able number of opponents of the
publie-sehool system demand that
it be purged of all religious influ-
ence whatever.

Tuk largest college in the world
is said to be Mohammedan institu-
tion at Cairo, which iz ecredited
with 300 teachers and 10,000 stu-
dents.




Obedience is better than many obligations.

Hag Humanity Advanced ¥

I suppose the average American,
even more than the average Briton,
considers this an age which has ad-
vanced greatly beyond all races and
nations of past times. It wonld
geem preposterous to compare the
Englishman of the days of good
Queen Dess with the Englishman
of to-day, and still more with the
American of the ever-expanding
West. Let any Engiishmen or
American consider what the next
few months will bring to him, in
what degree he will have occasion
to take advantage of the devel-
opments of modern civilization and
the idea will seem absurd thata
race which knew nothing of these
developments might uevertheless,
have been far more cultured and
humanized than our modern Anglo-
Americans. If this idea would
seemn absurd, how much more ab-
surd would the idea seem that the
ancient Greek or IRoman, even the
ancient Hebrew, Egyptian or Chal-
dean, might have been a more fully
developeg man than the meodern
Englishman or modern American.
The tact has been that because evo-
lution has carried the human race,
in ita more civilized branches, in a
certain direction, it has been as-
sumed without sufficient inquiry
that this direction is that of ad-
vance—=as though evolution always
meant advance. Evolution rmeans
always a constantly increasing fit-
ness for the surroundings—but by
no meansimprovementand advance,
for the surroundings may absolutely
require deterioration and coarsen-
ing, not merely for success, but for
bare survival. 1f a race of cal-
tured philosophers were by stress
of circumstances compelled to make
their abode in a wild and savage
community, or if (whiech would
come to precisely the same thing)
a wild and savage community, sar-
rounded and encroached upon a
community cultured and civilized
and softened to the highest degree,
which among the members ot this
community would have the best
chance to survive and, therefore, be,
in Spencer’s sense, the fittest to
gurvive? Would it be the more
philosophical? Omn the contrary,
they would be without a shadow of

achance. They would be, as a mat-
ter of fact, what Ilenry Labouchere
has called them by way of insult,
the Leprachauns of society and
would perish incontinently, whereas
the rougher and least senaitive
would not only survive but thrive.
But without going so far as to con-
sider asavage, take a business com-
munity, say a community of Eng-
lish commercial men or American
drummers; would tenderly poetical
ar protonndly philosophic men have
a better chance than men who can
face out their part, neither poetical
nor philogsophical—men who can
persuade their fellows, that they
want a supply of green spectacles,
when in reality all the requirements
of their highly.cultnred minds
would be well satisfied without any
such coarsely material products of
commercel We know well that it
is not the gentle and tender, not the
philosophic or scientific, but the
obtrusive and vulgar who have the
best chance of survivalin the strog-
gle for wages, and in our day the
atruggle for wages is no other than
the struggle tor life.

“ By their fruoits ye shall know
them.” It is thus we must test
ages and races and nations. Take
where possible the most advanced
development of any race or nation,
or, where as yet, such development
has not been reached, take the inan-
ifest tendencies ot the development
of a still advancing race or nation
and compare works and deeds and
thoughts, so we may recognize
whether there has been improve-
ment or deterioration in the lead-
ing races and nations of the world,
When we do this thoughtfully and
without prejudice it does not appear
altogether clear that lapse of time
has led to the true advancement of
man in what constitutes his real dig-
nity, in what really differentiates the
human race from animal races. T
am not a pessimist by nature,
rather I think I err on the optim-
istic side, seeing that, among my
own surroundings, I feel always
bopeful of improvement and am
ready to recognize improvement
where it Las been effected. DBut
there are times when, contem-
plating the ways of those races
which are regarded as most civil-
ized and cultnred, I recognize a

searcely intended aceuracy of differ-
entiation in a reply given recently
by a young girl in a middle-class
examination in England (or very
likely the original story was Amer-
ican). “The brute,” said she, in
explanation of the distinction be-
tween brute and man, “is an im-
perfect beast; man is a perfect
beast,” And, truly, when we find .
a nation which rejoices to proclaim
itself loyal to its monarch rejoicing
to find the aspirations of its mon-
arch wholly warlike, and consider
what war means, we can not but
see tokens of the “perfect beast”
in that nation,

Esoteri¢ Browningism.

The poetry of Mr. Browning has
had singluar fortunes. Rejected at
first by the world, his poems be-
came the possession of a few friends
of romance; then a wider public
was induced to read them: finally
they tell into the hands of people
who have overbuilt the fairy plot
of ground with “societies,” and
who squabble about texts and
meanings like scholiasts or Bibli-
cal commentators. The last estate
of the poems has been worse than
the first. They have heen annexed,
as it were, by enthusiasts, who
clearly value them chiefly as prob-
lems or puzzles, to which they alone
possess the key. Tt is as it Ariadne
had loved the Ladyrinth because
she alone had the clue to its dark
recesses. The protessional devotees
of Mr. Browning, an irritating
band, praise him as one who speaks
chiefly to the intellect. They hunt
through himn for puzzles and prob-
lems, they canvase him for
“thoughts.” Tt does not seem to
occur to them that he, like other
poets, is a master of romance; that
he appeals with perfect clearness
and directness to the heart, the
fancy, and even to the ear. If he
did not do this, and do it sucecess-
fully, winuingly, with phrases and
fancies that haunt the memory,
that mingle with our musings on
love and death and day and night,
Mr. Browing would be a failure.
He would be no worge and no bet-
ter than an obscure mystic, a dark-
ling preacher, the joy of coteries;
no better than an artist with an




Of all flatterers, self-love is the greatest.
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esoteric jargon. Poetry of that
esoterie sort, adored in a chapel of
darkness, has been popular in very
early, and in very late decadent per-
iods of verse. Poetry may move
in a moounlit mist to the sound of
excellent cadences, and may win us
by the mere melody and color of
the words, by the address to the
ear and the fancy, while the heart
and the emotions are touched only
as they are tounched by musie.
Coleridge’s “ Kubla Khan * is the
renowned example which proves
that this kind of obscurity may be
beautiful and winning. But when
Mr. Browning’s verse is diffieult or
hard, it certainly does not win us
by its appeal tothefaney, the ear, al-
most to the eye, like ¢ K)irxbla Khan.”
It is not rich in pictures then, nor
eloquent in musie. Nevertheless,
it is precisely his darkest, his most
mvolved, his least melodious pieces
that are the favorites of the socie-
ties which discuss Mr. Browning,
piously “beating the bush and
never starting the hare.” These
worthy but misled admirers do the
poet injustice by seeking for a
cryptie philosophic meaning where
there neither is nor should be any
such meaning at all. Let us imag-
ine some young man or woman who
takes up “ Childe Roland ” with-
out having heard any clatter of
commentators and societies. He
or she (he at all events) needs no
introduction to the piece, and no
explanation and no discussion. It
is a piece of pure romance, a series
of the most distinet picturcs, a
summoning into life of the most
intelligible emotions, a portion of
the world of fairy story told again
to men and women, not to children.
Here ig an ogre’s tower full of ad-
ventares; here iz the road to the
tower, across a desolate land, strewn
with the bodies and informed with
the memories of those « who strove
in other days to pass.” What were
the adventures to be achieved in
the tower? Who knows, who cares?
There ig an imprisoned princess to
be released, a giant to be slain, a
treasure to be won, an elixir of
youth to be tasted, gue scass.je?
All that is of no moment. What
is of moment is the romance, the

pictures of -

Thal hoary cripple, with malicions eye
Askance to watch the working of his le;

of the starved plain with grass “as
seant a8 hair in leprosy;” of the
wretched jade browsing there.

By the boundless ingenuity of
dullness, the abomination of deso-
lation, of pedantry standing where
it ought not, the enchanted eastle
of Mr. Browning’s verse has be-
come nearly ag inaccessible as the
dark tower whither Childe Roland
came. The land about it is haunted
by searecrow scholiasts, disheveled
essayists, male and femnale. Their
engines of torture, their examina-
tion papers, their pamplets, their
proceedings, are thick on the
%round as the gins and enares of

iant Pope or (iant Despair. A
young adventurer who loves poetry,
and would sojourn in all the caves
of Calypeo, in all the towers of
Armida, is frightened away by the
Eedants from the soil which Mr.

rowning rules as his demesne.
The neophyte fears that the palace
of the magician will prove as bleak
as “ the round squat turret,” and so
it will if he approaches it under the
guidance of societies and problem-
hunters. Never, never, if he fol-
loweth with the scholiasts of this
world will the young adventurer
come to the real tower of ivory, to
the true enchanted castle. ‘Tis of
a fairy architecture, with a hundred
chapels, turrets, gallerics, full of
mugie, hong with tapestries grim
or gay, pictures of duchesses rid-
ing in the greenwood, of wild
monks reeling home from revels,
beautiful ladies, happy or unhappy,
of true friends arm in arm. This
enchanted palace is peopled with a
thousand dreams, faces and figures
out of all the centuries, Caliban on
hig isle, and Blongram over his
wine, and the disciple dying in the
desert, and Venetian ladice with
the sun staining their yellow locks
to a more fiery gold. Depend upon
it, Mr. Browning is not all a puzzle,
nor his muse merely a sphynx. Ile
is a poet like the rest, and what
Keats and Scott and Tennyson give
you he gives also, in his own man-
ner and measure, if yon take him
athis best and when he is most him-
self. Now, to the young lover ot
poetry who has been frightened
away from Mr. Browning by the
sybils who shriek and the priests
who beat their vain eymbals around

him, interpreting his dark mean.
ings, I would say, read “Men and
Woman.” TRead it without puz-
zling after problerms or grubbing for
more than you see on the surface.
tead «“ Men and Woman” as you
read “ Adonais,” or “The Ode to
Autamn,” or the “ Lay of the Last
Minstrel,” or the “ Ancient Mari-
ner,” just for the first plain sense,
for the romanece, for the delight of
the heart and the funcy, for the hu-
man beings who move there, and
the human emotions. Whoever
does this, not being blind and deaf
to poetry, will be a life-long and
grateful admirer of Mr. Browning.
— The Forum.

The Teacher in and out of School.

It mnatters not how broad a man
may be by nature, if he rivets hias
attention upon the minor matters
of his protession he is sure to have
his common sense submerged in a
sea of trifling details. Thereis no
cumulative force in centering npon
the lesser matters of the school-
room. Volumes could be written
upon the untulilled anticipation of
teachers who had the native gqnali-
ties ol true greatness, but have
been content with the tantalizing
sabstitutes for high aspirations.
We are not unappreciative of the
true glory of the pedagogical fra-
ternity, but, large as is the teacher’s
field of nsefulness, it is worth the
teacher’s while to consider those
inflnences which are bracing to his
whole system without intrenching
upon professional  effectiveness.
Teachers give as a reason for not
doing social, intellectual, religious
work ountside their immediate re-
quirements that they become so
much exhansted with their school
duties that they can not, and they
base it upon the fact that teachers
break down nervously much sooner
than other professional people. One
hour of hard work for school out of
school-hours ought to be sufficient
with the ordinary man, and this is
usually best given in the morning
by a man who rises early. This
leaves a man his evenings for cnl-
ture and breadth. Broaden, broaden
every time, broaden at every point,
— Fournal of Educatson,
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Mre. Prof. DBryan,’83, spent a
day or two in Pittsburgh. She re-
ports having met Miss Amanda
Cassidy, also of '83, now a teacher
in oneof the Pittsburgh schools.

Miss Ella Bargman will enter
school again this spring.

Prepartions are being made for an
entertainment at the close of the
public school.

Mr, Frank Everhart and sister, of
Geneva, expect to attend school
next term.

Misses Ada Stephens and Eva
Taggart, both graduates of last
ear, attended the entertainment

eb. 15.

Miss Carrie Bargman it used to
be, now Mrs. Thorne, of Allegheny
City. Clio extends her congratu-
lations.

The Seniors are hard at work on
their second classic.

Miss Annie Dunecan, a loyal and
enthusiastic Clio, is compelled to
leave school om aceount of sickness.
‘We hope she may speedily recover
and resume her work.

The following have been ehosen
as the Contest Comnnittee tor '89:
Misges Darsie, Van Voorhis, Ir-
win, and Messrs. Long and Lewis.

Among the names lately added
to our list of members are those of
Messrs. Poliock, Ward and Allen.

Mrs. Lucy Fulton (zee Miss Luey
Ulery), is serionsly ili, with conges-
tion of the brain.

Our members appreciate the
drill gained in society work, so that
entertainments, holidaye, ete., do
not interfere with their work.

Always desirous ot imparting to
us more knowledge, the principal
each morning, in chapel, has some
one give us a few facts about some
prominent person. Among those
last spoken of were Martin Luther,
J. Q. Adams, and H. W. Longfel-
low.

Mr. Guffey visited his sisfer—
(80 he says)—Friday evening,Feb. 8.

Mr. Archie Rodgers, a Clio of
‘88, is attending College at Bethany
this year.

It is gratifying to know that Mr.
G. W. Snodgrass, class of '86, is
regarded by the “TFranklin and
Union Literary Society,” of Ada,
Ohio, as a very valuable member.

Miss Lizzie Morgan, one of Clios
old standbys, recently spent a few
days in California with her parents.
Miss Lizzie is doing excellent work
in her school, at Monongahela City.

Mr. Fred Shrontz, 88, has been
compelled to leave Detliany Col-
lege (where he was doing good work
as a Junior), on account of weak
eyes.

The Seniors of this year like the
work of practice teaching so well
that they vo Jonger count howmany
weeks they mmst teach, but hope
they shall have the privilege of a
whole year’s drill.

Jlio will have the use of a piano
during the next term; this in ad-
dition to the orchestra and new
% College Glee Book,” will be appre-
ciated not only by the choir but by
each individual member.

The (. A. R. Circle of Cali-
fornia gave an entertainment and
lunch on Friday evening, Feb. 22.

Mr. Paul Nutt, an old Clio, is
teaching in Carroll township, this
county, and is taking an active part
in the Star Literary Society.

The members of the society bad
a “mock trial” Friday evening.
Mareh 1, taking the place of the
usual performances.

Mr. Lee Smith, of the Senior
clasg, is now President of Clio. 1le
is a good officer and performs his
duties faithfully.

The entertainment given Friday
evening, F'eb. 15, under the auspices
of Misses Ewing and Ruff wasa
grand success. The audience was
large. The debate showed careful
thought, and the debaters, Misses
Burke and Duncan, deserve specisl
commendation.

What to Teach the Boys,

Teach them to he useful.

Teach them to be trathtul.

Teach them to be manly.

Teach them to be polite.

Teach them ecareful and correct
business habits.

Teach them, by example, to do
things right.

Habit.

Iabit is a hard thing to over-
come. If vou take off the first
letter, it does not change ¢a bit.”
If you take off another you have
“bit”left. 1f you take off an-
other, the whole of “it ™ remains,
If you remove another, it is not
“t” totally used up.  All of which
goes to show that if yon wish to be
rid of a bad habit yon must throw
it off altogether.

- e e ——— - -

Historical Items of Intorest.

The firgt attempt to manufacture
pins, in this country, was soon after
the war ot 1812,

The first temperance society, in
this country, was organized in Sar-
atoga, New York, in March, 1808.

The first almanac was printed by
Geo. Yan Turback in 1460, i

The first steel pen was made in
1830. '

The first glass factory was built
in the United States, 1780,

Mr. I. T. Bailey, a present trus-
tee and former member of the
faculty, visited the school a few
days ago. While in school, Mr.
DBalley was a faithfal Clio.

The class of '89 are not going to
be outdone by previous classes,
Commencement Day. They are
making arrangements fora very in-
teresting program.

Among our late visitors we were
glad to see Mr. Chas. Kefover, of
84, now a law student at Union-
town, Pa.
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Mies May Donaldson is teaching
in the Brownsville public schools,
completing the term of Miss Abell,
resigned.

New and valnable booke are be-
ing added to the Library from time
to time.

Messrs. Bowman and Brsehear,
who expect to enter school in the
spring, paid the Normal a flying
visit Saturday.

Prof. ITall is & candidate for the
county superintendency and says
“he expects to get there.”

Miss Murray has returned to the
Normal after a pleasant visit home.

Miss McMuann was called to her
home in Allegheny, Pa., on account
of her sister’s sickness.

Migses Maude Clarke and Edie
Day spent their vacation with Mrs.
Eva Milliken, Pittsburgh.

The following officers were elect-
ed last week: DPres. Miss Lilly;
Vice Pres., Miss Brown; Sec., Miss
Gass; Attorney, Mr. Patton;
Marshal, Mr. Lowers; Treas., Miss
Guffey; Critic, Miss Dagne.

Misses DBaker, Clugston, Rich-
ards, Pollock, Huiton, Clemens and
Hook, all former Philos, expeect to
be with us next term.

Miss Mary Josephs spent a few
days recently with Miss Kose
Simpson, of Brownsville, Pa.

Miss Agnes Stiffy, well known
to a great many Normalites, died
Feb. 25. She was a sister of Prof.
Stiffy, formerly a member of the
faculty, and also of Miss Clara
Stiffy, class of 787,

Miss Lizzie Lytle,a former Philo,
vigited her sister, Mres. Dr. Rabe,
in this place last week.

Miss Emma M. Lindsay, of Par-
nassus, Pa., a student at the Nor-
mal last spring, writes: “ Oune of
the best friends I have had this
winter is the Normar Review.”

Miss Laura Westhay, a Junior
-0t ’88.and a faithful Philo, visited
her sister, Miss Hattie, last week.

Messrs. Chas. J. Stewart and W,
F. Teairs, both ot 88, were Normal
visitors on Washington’s birthday.

Among the visitors on the even-l

ing of the 22d, Philo was glad to
number Miss Gunn, of the class of
"88.

Mr. Peairs, a last year’s Senior
and a stauoch Philo, expects to be
with us for the special methods
course in the spring term.

Mrs. Bailey, who is lecturing in
behalf of the constitutional amend-
mement, addressed the sehool in
chapel on the afternoon of Feb. 26.
Mrs. B.is earnest and eloquent and
no one who heard her talk could fail
be benefited.

Mr. West, of Merrittstown paid
California a flying visit last week,

Miss Ruff’s Literary Publie, given
on the evening ot Feb. 15th, before
a large audience, was remarkably
suecessful in every respect. The
performances were all ot the high-
est order and everybody went away
pleased with the evening’s enter-
tainment, The debate by Misses
DBurkeand Dunean,on the guestion
—“Shall Women Vote?” could
not have been surpassed by any
gentlemen in school, which is say-
ing a great deal. On the whole,
the entertainment showed carefnl
planning and skillful management
on the part of Miss Ruff and Miss
Erving and hard work on the part
of the performers.

The Seniors will begin their
chapel orations in a few days. The
orations have received careful
preparation and promise to be un-
usually fine.

The second classic of the Senior
class, a “Uritique on the Speech
of Mark Antony,” was finished on
st Monday., The third, on ¢ Wo-
men in Shakespeare,’ iz due in two
weeke,

Mr. Swearer, a former student,
intends returning for the spring
term. Mr. Bwearer i3 a good stu-
dent and a loyal Thilo.

Mrs. Noss is planning a model
gchool entertainment which prom-
ises to be well worth attending.

Misses Ada Stephens and Eva
Teggart, members of class of 88
and staunch Philos, visited the
Normal recently and were present
at the < Public.”

I’hilo, enterprising as ever, has
been making numerous improve-
ments in her hall, and to obtain
money for still further improve.
ments, has determined to give an
entertainment. The aforesaid en.
tertainment will be given in the
chapel on Priday evening, March
Sth. It will be entirely different
from the unsual style of such enter-
tainments and we can promise a de-
lighttul surprise to all who come,
Philo’s members are wide awake,
active and energetic, and they will
spare neither time nor hard work
in making this entertalnment a
complete success in every respect.

Mr. Fuehrer, a student of the
school, was recently called home to
Richmond, Va.,, to attend the
funeral of his mother. While
gong Mr. Fuehrer visited Washing-
ton City, was in Congress awhife,
and had the honor of shaking
hands with “Ilis Excellency.”

If Philo inereases in numbers
during the next term as she has
during the one now almost gone,
the guestion will come up, “Where
are we to hold our meetings "

The Seniors have elected as their
class day performers: Pres, Mr.
Day; Orator, Mr. Smith; Proph.-
etess, Miss Eichbaum; tlistorian,
Mr. Lewis; Poetess, Miss Dague;
Donor, Miss Paxton; Writer of
Class Ode, Miss Neemes; Consoler,
Mise Lilley.

Mr. Luckey is the only Senior
who can afford a mustache.

Mr, Ross, ot Greensbore, Pa.,
received a barrel of choice apples
from his home. They are all gone
now, and the boys are thinking of
getting him to order another barrel.
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Ones a use and eveér a sustom.

Memory and the Note Book.

It is true in a sense that memory
is agift. Itisjustas true that it
is secquired. The memories of
Wallis, Napoleon and Shakespeare
may be accounted for on the ground
of special natural endowment. Yet
even these marvelous natural mem-
ories were better because of the use
which their owners made of them.
Music also is a gitt which in some
measure is presented to every hu-
man being. TFew are endowed
with the genius of a Wagner or a
Mendelssohn; but small, indeed,
must be the natural gift of the per-
son who is unable to carry «Old
Hundred ” or ¢ Yankee Doodle.”
The charge of inability to sing or
remember lies not so often at the
door of nature as at the door of in-
excusable neglect. Good memories
should be the result of proper use
and consequent development of
moderate natural power. Surely
here ig opportupity for the much-
needed plea in bebalf of memory
training. No one need be alarmed
by the fear of overdevelopment of
this particular faculty to the exclu-
sion of others of equal importance,
The proper training of memory
necessarily involves the develop-
ment of mind as such, for it brings
into use the laws by which all mind
really acts. Some one asks about
the memory of the ancient and.the
savage. These had no system, and
yet their memory is proverbial.
This is quite true. The ancients,
as a rule,did possess good memories.
Poems containing thousands of
verses were handed down in mem-
ory through many generations. The
Indian says, “God gave the white
man a note-book because he knew
he could not remember.” Now,
there is a more than one explana.
tion for these exceptional memor-
ies. One reason lies in the fact
that fewer things occupied the inind.
Neither the ancient nor the savage
bugied himself about so many
things in a week as the average
modern thinks of in a day. One
important principle in remember-
ing is to think of but two things at
once, while the majority of persons
in these days seem to find it neces-
sary tothink of about twenty things
at a time, It is true, moreover,

that many of the helps of to-day
are injurious to the memory. Qur
forefathers knew the Bible by heart.
We refer to the concordance when
we wish to find a passage of Script-
ure. The Indian does not recog-
nize the fact that the pencil and the
note-book are largely responsible
for the white man’s poor memory.
No uncompromising warfare ia de-
clared against the note-book. Tt
has its place, but it is used entirely
too much out of its place. We
should write to impress, not to re-
member, Napoleon, we are told,
wrote on a slip of paper the name
he wished to remember and then
threw the paper away. He wrote
to get the impression through eye
and hand, as well ag throug%l ear.
He threw the paper away so that
his memory would be given the re.
sponsibility of reproduction. Mem-
ory is rightly jealous of distrust,
and she feels herself slighted when
the note-book is resorted to in the
most trival affairs. Memory the
queen, yet our servant if we will,
has been too long displaced by note-
books, alarm elocks, and various
other mechanical contrivances. We
must ask her pardon. We must
assure her that there has been no
malice in our hearts. We must
take her into our confidence, treat
her properly, and she will be true
to us. The great secret of strength
of memory in the savage and the
ancient lay in the use of the faculty.
This was not an intelligent use. It
was & necessary use. If you had
asked him how he remembered he
would not have been able to tell
you. Weshould use our minds in.
telligently.  The realm of the pos-
sible in knowledge is continually
widening. The realm of the possi-
ble in memory culture is surely
equal to the realm of the realin the
past. It is believed to be wvastl
more extensive.— 7%ke Chautau-
quan.
—_— ———————

The Study of Greek.

There is no royal road to learn-
ing, but some roads are easier to
travel than others, and, all things
being equal in other respects, the
eagiest road is apt to be the best
road. Under any conceivable cir-
cumstances, it will require an enor-

mous expenditure of mental labor
to acquire even a smattering of
real knowledge and real educational
discipline, and it is foolish to waste
energy on ways and means when
the same results can be obtained
without such waste. But it does
not at all follow that & road which
looks the easiest at first glance, and
which gives promise of being a
flowery way, is the most to be de-
sired. It is still an open question
whether the old-fashioned founda-
tion of enlture based on the writ-
ings of the Greek and Latin authors
ought to be maintained in all its
integrity, or whether it should not
be superseded, in whole or in part,
by something different whish shall
put the modern langnages to the
front. We have contributed our
part to the discnssion by a conten-
tion in behalf of the modern lan-
guages, withont, however, recom-
mending the setting aside of Greek
and Latin, but rather retaining
them for the benefit of a very con-
siderable class of students, and with
the confident belief that a currie-
nlum enlarged in this way will, so
far from resulting to the disadvant-
age of classic culture, have the
effect of giving it a fresh import-
ance andinfluence. The claim that
there is a very particular disciplin-
ary value in Greek we regard as
worthless; but there certainly is a
particular value, disciplinary and
otherwise, in the Greek literature;
and in the vast majority of cases, if
any intimate and friendly acquaint-
ance is to be made with Greek lit-
erature, and with all that it stands
for, it will have to be made when
the student is young, and through
the instrnmentality of an attempt
to master the Janguage. 1t is the
enormous and inestimable value of
Greek literature that gives the
Greek language a proper right to
its eminence as a feature of a col-
legiate course, and if the Greek
literature is to be put to one side
and the stndents are to be taught
Greek out of newspapers, then the
study of the language had better at
once be relegated to the position of
a collegiate side issue of no inter-
est or importance except to special-
ists. We do not doubt in the least
that, after a certain fashion, the
study of Greek can be made
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more interesting—more entertain-
ing would perhaps be a better
phrase—to a great many students,
thanit is by the customary ham-
mering away at Ilomer and the
poete.  Bat the young fellow who
can’t get interested in Greek exeept
through some such a device as this
had a good deal better let it alone
altogether. Ile can certainly put
in his time at college a good deal
better in obtaining a reading
and colloguial acquaintance with
French, German, or any other for-
eign language, than he can by fool-
ing with newspaper Greek. We
admit the force of all the Missis-
gippi professor says about the en.
couragement a stndent may get by
the knowledge thatGreek ig a liv-
ing language; but all the same, if
he and his fellows let go in the
least of the idea thatlitis a sympa-
thy with antique Gireek culture thut
they are secking to drive into the
heads of the young fellows under
their care, they will do the cause of
classical culture vastly more harm
than has been dome by all the
attacks of the Modernists.— /2%l
adelphia Telegraph.

The Clever Women.

ilere are some notes about the
clever women: Mrs. Huomphrey
Ward, author of * Robert Elsmere,”
than which no book has been so
widely read and universally ap-
proved since “Adam Bede” ap-
peared, ig said to be a small, slight
woman, as was George Eliot, too,
by the way, and has a eolorless face,
soft, thick, dark hair, which she
wears very smooth and plain; a
large nose, like Eliot again, and
her eyes are small, black and very
piercing.

The author of “The Story of an
African Farm,” which has had only
less success than “ Robert Elsmere,”
is an English governess who was
born at the Cape, of mixed German
and English parentage, the daugh-
ter of a missionary, who died and
lett her at the age of eleven years,
alone and friendless. The early
years of her life were full of the
most dreadtul hardships and cruel-
ties, and much of the more melan-
choly parts of the book is autobi.
ographical. Her real name is

Olive Schreiner, though she calls
herselt Ralph Iron.

Vernon Lee is another author
who has chosen to write under a
psendonym, her true title being
Violet Paget. Her novel, « Miss
Drown,” raises the same storm in
England that the *Quick or the
Dead " did here, and since then she
has confined herself to writing
essays on all sorte of subjects, and
very remarkable ones they are. She
is plain, large and very mascnline
in appearance, doesn’t care much
abont women’s trills and fancies,
and 1is an inveterate cigarette
smoker, always having one be-
tween the fingers of her left Land
while she writes or reads.

Edna Lyall, the author of those
semi-religous novels, ‘“IDonovan,”
“We Too,” ete., which have had
an enormous cireulation both in
England and this country, is a wo-
man of some means, and has no
great need for the large sums of
money accruing from the books
which she wrote more for pleasure
than with the idea of muking her
fortune. She has been carefully
laying away all the profits fromn
“Donovan,” and with it has bought
a peal of bells for the church at
Easthourne, where she lives. They
were hung the other day, and
dedicated with much ceremony in
the presence of the whole village
and a crowd of her admirers and
readers, who had come from every
part of England for the oceasion.

Mrs. Mary Labouchere, wife of
the editor of the London Zruzk,
whose contribntions to the World
in the shape of foreign letters are
familar to all its readers, is an ar-
dent politician, and shares the ad-
vanced Liberal views of her hns-
band. Latterly she has been mak-
ing political specches in Fngland
to the aceompaniment of the most
enthusiastic applanse from her
hearers.

The only fermale political epeakers
in this conntry, nntil within the last
few years, have been Anna Dicker-
son and Mrs, J. Ellen Foster, who
were both engaged to make stump
speeches for the Republican party
during the campaign of 1835,  But
since the rise of the Prohibitionists
as a party, women have taken an
active and eloquent part in the

gglitical contests. Miss Frances
illard talks in public for her
party frequently, and all the wo-
men Prohbibitionists threw them-
selves into the econtests with the ut-
most eagerness, speaking, writing
and working for their ticket. So
far the Democrats have not en-
listed temale influence. The RRe-
publicans have started in Chicago a
Young Woman's Campaign Repnb-
lican club, that electioneered for
Harrison and Morton, and some
branches of the club were formed in
outlying towns. The Democrats
point to Mrs. Cleveland as a speci-
men of the Democrat woman.

I —— e
An American View of the Schosl Question

To say that every citizen and
every class of citizens should be
treated with entire impartiality and
without recognition of elass or
classes, under the law and in the
spirit thereof, is not only what
should be gaid, but that which all
should be made to acknowledge as
the doctrine by obedience to it.
Over against this view is to be set
the demand made by certain Ro-
man Catholic prelates that “either
the public-sehool money should be
divided as between Catholics and
Protestants or the Government
should order and regulate the
schools, the Catholics having time
and opportunity at their option
therein to teach Catholie doctrine.”
The contest is to go on. It isto be
hoped that the folly, as the intoler-
ance, of radical Boston will not be
emulated elsewhere. The prineiple
involved is so well grounded in the
American  heart, judgment, and
conscience that there is not the
slightest danger that it will be
abandoned or materially medified.
The State taxes the people to edu-
cate the children of the State. This
it does and will do, ignoring all
sects, classes, and conditions. It
will know neither Jew nor Gentile;
neither Protestant, Catholic, nor
agnostic.

Tue opening year of Dr. Patton’s
administration at Princeton has
already been marked by gifts
amounting to $80,000. A new
dormitory for students is greatly
needed.
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Our Public Schools and the Educational
Battle in England.

It is one of the gloriesof the
American Republic that at a very
early period inits history it settled
the question of popular edneation.
Our public schools, free and non-
gectarian, constitute one of the
greatest monuments of the wisdom
of the fathers of the Republie. It
is strange that the advantages of
our school system should not have
commended themselves to the Eng-
lish—at least s0 ecommended them-
selves as to lead to the adoption of
the system—until 1870. The edu-
cation act of 1870 was the first
formal attempt to establish a sys.
tem of national education in Eng-
land. Tt looked at the population
a8 a whole, and provided for its
wants by the establishment of
gchools. It made provisions for
their support by a grant from the
consolidated fund, by school rates,
and by voluntary contributions.
It placed the control of the system
under local and general boards. It
had to take into consideration ex-
isting schools, and make for them
and with them the best arrange-
ments pessible. These existing
schools were, for the most part,
denominational; and by far the
largest proportion was connected
with the Established Church and
with the sacerdotal party in the
church. The arrangement made
with these schools constituted the
compromise. They were allowed
to share in the endowments, but to
remain substantially under ecclesi-
astical government as before. With
this arrangement there has been
dissatisfaction almost from the first.
The Noneonformists of all classes,
with the single exception of the
Roman Catholics—the Presbyteri-
ans, the Congregationalists, the
Methodists, the Daptists—did not,
as a general rule, have denomina-
tion schools. In districts, therefore,
both in town and ecountry, where
the church of the Estabiishment
has a school or schools, the board
school being wanting, the children
of Nonconformists have no choice,
but attend the church schools.
Congregationalists,  Methodists,
Baptists, and others complain, and
openly take the ground that the

denominational school, supported
by public funds, is a privileged
institution which has for its object
the extinction of nonconformity.
This is the one side of the difficul-
ty, although not the whole of it.
The other side of the difficulty is
repregented by the church party.
They claim, and the claim is con-
ceded, that in eight thousand par-
ishes, including a population ot ten
millions, they %ave gecured a mo-
nopoly of education. They have
been receiving two millions sterling
out of the taxes; but now, pointing
to their work, they demand two
million more out of the rates. If
they had not made this demand-—
a demand which, if econceded,
would upset the arrangement of
1870-—the presumption is that
these special privileges would have
remained for some time to come
unquestioned. But they have
made the demand; and the result is
that they have aroused a feeling
which will refuse to be quieted un-

til denominational schools are
placed on an entirely different
basis.

—_— e ——————
Big and Little in Education.

The question of small or large es-
tablishments of learning has again
been raised for fragmentary discus-
gion in the daily press; and a num-
ber of distingnished eduncators have
expressed opinions on the subject.
There is nothing new or strikingin
what they have said. It iz plain
that the large establishments desire
more students and more endow-
ments, and commonly regard the
small colleges with contempt. This
is all natural. The center of the
sky is exactly over each man’s head,
and the manager of an establigh-
ment costing ten or twenty or more
millions eannot be expected to
know that a quarter of a million, or
even less, may build a usefnl col-
lege and keep ita going with excel-
lent results. The college men of
this generation have for the greater
part been edncated in small colleges
and fairly well educated at that, if
suceess in life is any measure. Fif-
ty years ago the large universities
were not very rich in anything bnt
men; and it 18 not belived that they
are really much richer in men now

thanthey were in the old days; and
their present graduates must keep
busy if they get up along sideof the
men turned out halfa ceutury ago.
It ig possible that there is some il-
lusion about the indefinite en-
largement of universities. Tossibly
several have reached the limits
of economical and useful combina-
tion of educative elements. Why
one thounsand students must be in-
creaged to five thousand is not very
elear. There is a limit somewhere.
On the other hand, there seems to
be a kind of law in non-sectarian
ingtitutious—that the expenses of
students increase as endowments
increage; and the greater part of
American youth are practically ex-
cluded. In short, the effectof giv-
ing a million to such an establish-
ment seems to be to put it a little
farther away from the mass of
young people. The law works by
indirect and subtle ways to the un-
comely result.-—Zion’s Herald.

—_—— —eE—— - ———————

The Ideal Manliness.

(God does not bid us all be physical
athletes—agile at cricket, eager in
hunting, courageous in fighting;
bat he does bid us all “quit our-
gelves like men”—Dbe morally
strong, with a grand, God-like,
Christ-like strength of an inward
noble gpirit and life-~truthful, hon-
est, pure, taithful to all moral con-
vietions, eourageous and steadfast
in maintaining the right, resisting
all temptation to wrong, whatever
the endurance and the disadvantage.
“Be strong, and of good courage”
strong in God’s strength and in de-
pendence upon God’s help, so that
sneaking, meanness, untruth, base
passion, moral cowardice before
wrong-doers, shall be impossible to
you. Tne Roman word for conrage
was “virtne.” True courage in-
cludes all that iz best in moral
character. 1t is not stoicism; it is
not foolhardiness; it is not insensi-
bility. It is a steadfast adherence
to what is true, and right, and good,
on the simple ground of moral prin-
ciple and feeling. It is true, and
right, and good. God, my Heav-
enly Father, has enjoyed it; Christ,
my Redeemer, died to maintain it;
therefore I will endure all things
tor the maintenance of it.
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The Toila of Authorship.

Literary composition is an art,
and, like every other art, must be
enltivated. What should we say of
the man who, not finding a life-like
picture the result of his first at-
tempt with brnsh and colors,
ghould conelude, despite his inborn
desire to be able to portray the
beautiful in nature, that he was
wanting in the true genius, and
eonld, therefore, never hope for sue-
cess? Certainly, there are great
variations in natural ability; some
are gifted with the power of graph-
ic description and lucid illustration
to & muoch greater extent than
otherg, but no “ inborn genius” can
dispense with arduous eultivation
by study and by practice. Carlyle
has described genius as the ability
for taking pains. Some of our
great writers may have had genius
of a different species, but they cer-
tainly spent much time and labor
on their works. Charles Dickens
declared that it was imposible for
any one, however great his natural
ability, to succeed withont perse-
vering labor; his own manuseripts,
pow in the musenm at South Ken-
sington, show that he composed
with the greatest care, re-writing
every sentence in order to make it
as clear and forcible as possible. It
is eaid that De Quincey, who is
generally regarded as a master of
English prose, wag a most pains-
taking writer, altering and re-writ-
ing some passages of his ¢ Confes-
sion of an Opium Eater” more than
sixty times. Macanlay is one of the

best examples of the true working’

genins. Writing of his aceount of
the Highlands, he says: ¢ To-mor-
row I shall begin to transcribe
again and to polish.  What trouble
these few pages will have to cost
me! The great object is that after all
this trouble they may read as easily
as if they had been spoken off and
may seem to flow as easily as table-
talk.”” One of our greatest modern
geientific writers, speaking of the
subject of literary composition,
says: “I found myself so hard to
satisfy, so far as forms of expres-
sion were concerned, that to write
an article of nine pages I took
about two months, writing some-
times only three or four lines a

day. Later, I had so much difficul-
ty in writing to my own gatisfae-
tion that I would retain in my
mind the reasoning of a whole chap-
ter rather than begin the work of
committing it to paper.” 1f prose
requires 8o much care, how much
more necessary is it that pains
should be bestowed on poetry.
These examples of industry of great
writers should be sufficient to re-
move the false itnpression that great
writers do not bestow much labor
on their works,

Ripixe up to a school house, in
one of the extreme corners of the
country recently, on a dark, rainy,
muddy morning, I was met by the
teacher with sueh kindly courtesy
and cordiality, in which there
seemed to be not the slightest in-
sincerity or aflectation, that I quite
forgot the rain and mud. It was
about halt past eight o’clock, and [
was much interested in her manner
of receiving her pupils. Standing
not far from the door, she extended
her hand to each pupil whe came
in, with a pleasant, cheery “Good
morning, Roy,” “Good morning,
Katie,” with a kindly remark to
each one, in a voice and manner in
whieh the keenest observer could
not detect insincerity. While I
would by no means imply that
every teacher should shake hands
with pupils each morning, it was
her way of expressing a real, kindly,
personal interest in each pupil,
which is a strong element in the
success of a teacher, however ex-
pressed,

The best way of seeuring attend-
ance is through the best teaching,
and this of course necessitates the
best teachers, men and women of
broad eulture, strong of purpose,
areat of head and heart. Of all
persons, the teacher should possess
fine equipoise of character; a heart
ever ready to sympathize, appreci-
ate and enjoy; an intellect guiek to
penetrate and solve; the highest
worality, acenrate judgment, un-
uestioned justice.

Children rrgr. character with a
degree of accuracy that is surpris-
ing, and are keen to detect sham
and pretense. Emerson has troly
said, “ It is only on reality that any
power of action can be hased,”

Tux gnm of $70,000 has been ex-
pended by the trustees of the Pea-
body fund within the last twelve
months, distributed pretty evenly
among the Sonthern States. Dur-
ing the last twenty years this
fund has supplied resources
amounting to £1,727,650 for the ex-
tension of edncational work in the
South.

It is told of the late Roscoe
Conkling, that he counld repeat
from memory page after page of
classic literature; not fragmentary
lines, but whole epies. The odes
of Horace he could reproduce with-
out an error. His favorite poems
were * Lalla Rookh” and ¢ Lady of
the Lake.”” There is no doubt that
the mastery of these productions
gave him the expression for which
he was noted. To use the queen’s
English with force requires a care-
ful study of its masters. And
there is no better way to aequire
language than by thoroughly mem-
orizing a few selections as did
Conkling.

——e——

ExcLavp, with a population of
26,000,000, had under 5,500 stn-
denis at her universitiesin 1882.
Germany, with a population of
45,250,000, had over 24,000 univer-
sity students.  That same year the
United States, with a population of
60,000,000, had 66,437 students in
colieges. 4,921 in schools of theol-
ogy, 3,079 in law schools, and 15,
151 in medical schools; total,
89,588,

e ——————— ——

Me. Gravsroxe is at present en-
gaged in the collection and classifi-
cation of his ecorrespondence ex-
tending over a period of fifty years
and unraveled for personal and
historical interest. The grand old
man is steadily destroying all use-
less or superfluons matter, but he
has decided that 60,000 letters
must still be preserved.

e ———————

ALrEapY 181 women have ma-
triculated this year at the London
University, which is fifty more
than last year.
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About Sponges.
“The only place in this country
where sponges are to be obtained
is off the Florida Keys,” szid a big
New York dealer in the article to a
World reporter. “They are also
found among the islands of the
West Indies and in the Mediter-
ranean Sea. They also abound in
the Greek and Turkish archipela-
goes. The natives dive for themn,
and sometimes they go down in
trom thirty to forty fathoms of
water. The divers live only a short
time, and after five or six years be-
come blind and deaf—that is, if
they are not eaten by the numer-
ous sharks that abound in these
waters. They are a lazy set of men,
and after they get their vessels
well provisioned will not work un-
til their supply is exhausted. Then
they will work until they obtain a
good cargo, and then dispose of it
on the outer islands. Six to eight
men go on each vessel. They live
on frait, drink wine and hanker af-
ter the society of temales.”

“Is the sponge of
growth?”

“That’s the question, which, af-
ter an exhanstive scientific discus-
sion in this city some years ago,
resulted in the conclusion that it is.
In its original state the sponge re.
sembles the blowfish in its appear-
ance. When it is first taken from
the water it has a pulpy flesh, and
it is laid on the shore and covered
with rushes until the rays of the
sun burn the flesh off. Then it is
pat in shallow water and ¢ eradled,’”

“What are the different grades of
sponges, and whence do they come?”

“ Sheep's wool, grass, velvet and
reef sponges can be obtained on
the Florida seacoast. Sheep’s wool
also comes from Nasgsan, but it is
not as good as the Ilorida article.
It has large pores. The grass, vel-
vet, reef and wire sponges can also
be obtained at Nassau. The wire
sponge is mnot sold for use. The
Mediterranean sponge is known
as the Turkish bath sponge in
this country and as the honey-
comb in Europe. Tt is brought to
this market after undergoing the
process  ebove deseribed, and
bleached here. The bleaching is

animal

done by the use of manganate ot

potash. After this is applied the
spobge is placed in cleansing acids,
washed in salt water, and finally
colored to the desired tint by a so-
lution of common wasling soda.
From Nassau we also receive the
silk, surgeons’ large-cup, eye-cup,
toilet and Zamoca sponges.”

“What are the finest sponges,
and where do they come from?”

“They are known as cup sponges,
and we get them from the Greek
archipelago. The sponges used in
hospitals are the small surgeon
and abdominal, and they are rap-
idly being done away with, absorp-
tion cotton being their substitute.
The sponge now made for medical
use is called a sponge tent. It is
made of reef sponge, and is used
for cleaning out wounds and also
in obstetrical cases. The sponge is
an artiele none of which goes to
waste. The clippings are nsed for
filling matresses, and are also nsed
by rail engineers for packing jour-
nal boxes.”

“I suppose there are no tricks in
the trade?”

“Oh, yes, there are. The sponge
can be easily doctored. Common
grass sponges are frequently bleach-
ed and put on the market as Turk-
ish goods. 8o neat is the work
that even druggists cannot detect
the difference.”

——————

The Public Scheol Question in England.

Our own is not the only com-
munity, nor the only country, in
which there is intense feeling just
now upon this topic. The report
of the majority of the Educational
Commiesion in England has awak-
ened active alarm and opposition,
and a great public meeting was
held recently in Exeter Tall, Lon-
don, preceded by a two days’ con-
ference devoted to the discussion of
the subject. Fifty of the most
distingnished advocates of unsectar-
ian education—members of Parlia-
ment, officials of the great Non-
conformist bodies, chairmen of
school hoards, editors of educa.
tional journals, etc.—signed the
call.  Mr. Cloryell Williams stated
that last year denominational
schools received $501,500 more than
they contributed to the general
fund, and that they returned $195,-

000 less than they did ten years
ago, when they were educating
343,000 more children. e added
that it the plan of aiding them out
of the income from taxation be
carried out sanch denominational
schools will receive 1 5,000,000,
over the spending of which the tax.
payers will have absolutely no con-
trol. The circular ealling the con-
ference announced it as the ohject
of the gathering to olject to the ap-
propriation of additional public
money to denominational and other
private schools, to oppose sectarian
religious teaching in the schools, to
promote the extension of unsectar-
1an schools under the control of the
tax-payers, and to gain additional
facilities for the training of teachers
in onsectarian institutions. The
conditions of the sitnation evidently
are very different there fromn here.
There the public common-school
systern has attained no such devel-
opment and stability as among us,
and private—including denomina-
tional—schools do by far the larger
share of the work of education.
But the vital question which isnext
to be decideccil there iz the same
which has been coming to the
front here of late g0 rapidly—the
question whether the public money
is, or is not, to be used for private,
including parochial, schools. We
believe that the reply will be the
same, and will be equally emphatie,
on both sides of the Atlantic. It
will be a decisive No.-— Z%e Con-
Lregationalisl.

i

Artistic Atmospheres.

Mankind are universally en-
dowed, in some degree, with the
art feeling, which is but another
name for the sense of the beautiful,
and with the art impulse, which is
the desire to give expression to the
conceptions of beauty, whether
evolved from the soul, a5 in music
and poetry, or constructed from the
elements originally furnished by
the perception of outward objects,
a8 in painting and seulpture. There
is, however, a vast difference be-
tween the coarse statuary of Egypt
and the masterpieces of a Michael
Angelo or a Praxiteles, between the
gaudy and childish paintings of
China and those which adorn the
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walls of European and American
art galleries, between the rude song
of the plantation negro and the
works of a Beethoven, 2 Verdi, or
a Gouned. In other words, the
difference between the potentiali-
ties of the seed and the realities of
the full-grown plant, crowned with
blossoms and nodding in the breeze
and sunghine, is so great, that one
has to stop and reason about the
matter before he can convince him-
self that the disparity is one of de-
gree rather than of kind, of devel-
opment rather that of intrinsic
character. Indeed, there are those
who, adopting the pseudo-philoso-
phical method of explaining all di-
versities of tastes and intellectual
development by referring them to
race or national characteristics,
claim that the differences we have
noted are differences of kind, based
upon differences of blood.  If,how-
ever, we examine the infant art of
peoples widely separated ethnically
and chronologically, we must be
struck by the great similarity in
the art-expression of tribes and na-
tions which have no ethnical or
known historical connection. The
rude idols of uncivilized peoples,
wherever found, have an unmistak-
able family resemblance; the strong
contrasts of color, the startling and
gaudy, with little regard to sym-
metry of form or harmony of hues,
characterize the pictorial art of bar-
barous nations of all ages and
climes, and the irregular minor
chants of the Indian, the Kaffir,
and the Malay bear so close a re-
semblance to each other that it is
doubtful whether Eurovean ears
conld distingnish any difference in
their respective styles, We do not
mean to deny that some races are
more intellectual than others; that,
for instance, the greatest art-works
are the produet of the Cancasian
race, nor even to discuss how far
this superiority may be due to the
influences of heredity, but we think
the facts we have alluded to above,
and others ot a sihmilar nature,
strongly tend to show, if they do
not positively establish, that the
condition of art at any time, and
among any nation-—in other words,
its rate of growth—is determined
by the degree of civilization which
the pation has attained.

Popular Interest in Great Authors,

The truth is—and from time to
time the scribbling race had better
face it—there is no very deep, no
very wide, interest in even the
greatest of authors. “About the
opening of the flower” there are
moments when Shakespeare seems
essential to the young life; but he
is not really so; and if the elder
life will be honest it will own that
he ie not at all important to it. The
proof of this is in the infrequeney
with which this prince of poets is
not merely read but thought of.
We single him out, a shining mark,
not because we wish to abolish or su-
persede him—though many will
read between these lines the same
envious intent that moved wus for-
merly to misbehave toward the
fame of Thackeray and Dickens—
but because we think it well to rec-
ognize the truth of a matter con-
cerning which it is easy and sweet
to gammon ourselves, Except the
deceitfulness of riches, nothing,
perhaps, is so illusory as the sup-.
position of interest in literature
and literary men on the part of
other men. They are not alto-
gether to blame for this; they are
very little to blame for it, in fact,
for it is only in the rarest instances
that literature has eome home to
their business and bosoms. Tt is
an amusement, a distraction, a dec-
oration, taken up for a mement, an
hour, a day, and then wholiy
dropped out of eight, out of mind,
out of life. This may be inevit-
able, and forever inevitable; litera-
ture is an art like the rest; and we
do not ask people to be vitally con-
cerned about a picture, a statue, an
opera, a building; but it sometimes
scems as if it ought to be unlike
the other arts, since if it could it
wonld speak so frankly, so broth-
erly, so helpfully, to the mass of
men. Heaven knows how it gets
bewitched between the warm
thonght in the brain, the heart, and
the c¢old word on the page; but
some evil spell seems to befall it
and annul it, to make it merely ap-
preciable to the taste, the festhetic
pride, the intellectuality of the
reader. These are not his real life,
and so it presently perishes out of
him again, to be utterly forgotten,

or recalled for the pleasure it gave,
or recurred to in the hope of re-
newing an irrenewable experience.
These pessimistic, these corroding
reflections are not intended to have
any immediate application, not
even to Shakespeare, but to strike
a wholesome misgiving into the
cultivated person, and if possible
to wound the tough vanity of the
literary tribe, against which it may
liave been noticed we have a grudge.
Thev are arrows ehot into the air
in the hope that they will come
down somewhere and hurt some-

body.—Harper's Monthly.

Religion and the Bible in the Schools.

‘We have no disposition to inter-
fere with public schools, as these
are a State institution, chartered
and snpported by the State and in-
cidentally the tax-payers, of which
element the members of our faith
are an integrant, said the cardinal.
“But we do not wish to have our
children to receive an imperfect or
partial eduncation. We want one
that will develop the whole man,
his moral and religious faculties, as
well as his intellectual gitts. We
are persuaded that a child so in-
structed makes the best citizen.
‘We maintain that an education that
does not include a religious train-
ing is almost fatally imperfect. We
are only consulting in this matter
the good ot our children. Publie
sehools are good, but we desire to
add to therr advantages what we
believe to be a vital necessity. The
currieulum of the parochial sehool
svstem inclndes a specified amount
of time for the study of the Bible
and researches into Bibical classies.
Time will show,” continued his
eminence, *this theory to be cor-
rect. Iifty years from now I pre-
dict a general and universal aecep-
tation of the principle that the
teachings of religion underlie the
successtul education of the young
and formativenind. In aneducation
eomprizing the healthiest qualifica-
tions of eitizenship, religion should
be judicionsly interspersed.”—Car-
dinal  Gibbons, frem Catkolic
World.

—Tne first iron steamship was
built in 1830,
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Mr.G. B. Lewis and Mr. McVay,
two promising young men of Pros-
erity, Pa., will enter school at the
eginning of the spring term. We
shall be giad to see them back, as
they are both good Philos.
—_—————————

Mr. O. 8. Chalfant, 38, now a
student of law of the firm of Aiken
& Dunkan, Washington, Pa., vis-
ited our society on the 22d. The
society was well entertained for a
short time bv his able remarks on
the question, “Is an attorney justi-
fiable in defending a client whom
he knows to be in the wrong 77
Mr. Chalfant supported the affirm-
ative.

Mr. Crow a few weeké Ago Was
called home to attend the funeral
of his grandfather.

e ——

Miss Sadie C. Scott, 88, is elos-
ing a very successful term’s work
near her home, Florence, Pa.

Mr. Albert Guffey, a graduate of
the class of '87 and a tormer Philo,
was here Feb. 15,

Mr. J. B. Miller, husband of
Mras. Josephine Miller, (zee Shep-
lar), elass of '81, died about the
1st of Feb.in Pittsburgh.

Mr. G. W. Snodgrass, ’86, is pur-
suing college preparatory studies
at Ada, O,

Mr. J. II. Sutherland, ’83, is in
the second year of his theological
course, at the Western Theological
Seminary, Allegheny.

Rev. M. A. Rigg, "84, writes, ¢ 1
see Dr. . R. Palmer is to be with
~yon this spring. T was in his cho-
rus at Chantanqua last season, and
wish it were possible to spend the
“ten days” at the Normal. Ile
has rare ability to inspire and in-
struct. Every thoughtful student
will learn a lesson in government
and discipline.

In a certain place there are two
objections made by the people to
anything tresh that is proposed to
them. One is—“ We never tried
that here;”” the other—¢ We tried
" that once and it didn’t work.”
Either objection is fatal.

Miss TLon Jennings, who was
calied home by the sickness of her
father, Prof. Jos. Jennings of Mo-
nongahela City has returned to the
Normal.

——
Is there not some young friend
of yours who might be wonderfully
helped by spending the spring terin
at the Normal? That friend will
thank you, and we will teo, if youn
induce him to come.
e ——

Miss Rebekah E. Browne, *79, of
Sheflield, P’a., always finds the Re-
view “newsy, ! helpful, elevating,
and a reminder of the days of auld
lang syne.” Miss Browne is now
teaching her fourth term at Shef-
field.

Mr. J. C. Longdon, ’84, prineipal
of the public schools of Berlin,
Somerset county, will open a sum-
mer normal at that place, April 22,
Hig assistants will be Mr. S. D, El-
erick, a graduate of Iron City Col-
lege. and Miss Ida I&. Plotts, a grad-
uate of Oil Uity High Sehool.

There will be an exhibit of
school work from the Normal at
the July meeting of the State
Teachers’ Association in Altoona.

It would be difficult to secure
again such a combination of talent
as we have for onr Special Methods
Course in May and June. Think
of it--Col. Parker, Dr. Brooks and
Dr. Snyder in general school work,
and Dr. H. R. Palmer in voecal
music. We hope this rare oppor-
tunity will be eagerly seized by
every gradnate of the Normal who
is engaged in teaching and can pos-
sibly attend, and by any and all
other teachers who wish to have
their minds quickened with the
best’ edueational thought of the
day. lnvaluable ag this course will
be the expense for taking it will be
slight.

Sinee our last issne the following
mispronounced words have been
added to the Chapel-Blackboard
List—never to he mispronouncea
again: February, gibbet, height,
digeipline, toward, forbade, cambrie,

Galileo, genuine, surveillance, ap-
paratus, association arrows, favorite,
and mankind,

The following have been added
to the list not to be misspelled
again:  Cells, current, absence,
psychology, possible, inaccurate,
able, referred, recognize, supersede,
oceasion, perceptible, experience,
resemblance, errand, Jerusalem,
crystallize,omnivorous,does, arouse,
deterwmined, weaving, labor, riveted,
clothing, temperature, whole, mis-
spelled, satellite, equivalent, nine-
tieth, wsthetic, taste, gem, spiritual,
characteristie, rhetorie, vapor, lique-
taction, infinitive, dropping, diction-
ary, journeys, Great Britain, Mon-
roe, thieves, sense, enough, auxil-
iary, judgment, mispronounced,
supplementary, dollar, woolen (or
woollen), expense, stopped, gallon,
stomach, dries, appearance, flannel,
trimmed, oily, and pores.

— ——

Prof. F. R. Hall of the Normal
faculty, has an interesting article
on “Ilistory ” in the last number
of the Southwestern Fournal of
Education, published at Nashville,
Tenn. The closing paragraph is as
follows:

“Thug we have given a brief re-
view of how the past may be made
the present, how the dead may be
called into action, until the imagi-
nation carries you to the scenes g -
scribed, amidet the clash of arms
or the roar of cannon. The skele-
ton has disappeared; in its place is
a living man, vivified, illuminated
and full of interest. He invites
you to come, and while he turns the
pages of the written past, bids you
read fully, wisely, intelligently.”

In the same paper is found an-
other good article on the same sub-
ject from the pen of Prof. D. (.
Murphy, class of 79, superintend-
ent of schools, Ridgway, Pa. Prof.
Murphy strongly reecommends the
use of picturea in history teaching.
The following sentence concludes
the article: “Thus by the use of
pictureg, children get their first
ideas of history; of how commerce
is carried on; of how industries
are multiplied; how men build rail-
roads; how countries are moulded
and governed, and how we stand in
relation and comparison to other
nations in the world,”




