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Winrer term opened Dee. 31, and
closes March 22.

Sprixe term openg March 25 and
clogses Thnrsday, June 27.

Cor. Parxrr’s engagement be-
ging May 13, Dr. Brooks” May 20,
and Supt. Snyder’s, June 3.

Miss Mawry E. Crusrine, 82,
one of the cxcellent teachers of
Waghington county, expects to
take the special methods course at
the Normal next spring. It is the
good and growing teachers that feel
the need of snch workas our special
course gives,

Tre Lock Haven Normal School
bnilding was burned to the ground
on Sanday, Dec. 9. The insurance
amounts to only 46,000,

Don’t make the mistake of try-
ing to get pupils over subjects in-
stead ot through them.

Miss Macorr B. Srariers, one of
the teachers at Fredericktown, Pa.,
has organized her sehool into a Iit-
erary eociety. The plan is an ex-
cetlent one,

Mr. 8. E. Wixerrr, 86, will en-
ter the medical profession. Ile is
now a student in the Hahneman
Medieal College, Chicago.

W. J. Jonwssox, Esq., 82, has
gone to Denver, Col, to begin the
practice of law, having been ad-
initted to the bar at Uniontown, Pa.

Prox. J. C. Gruewrist, formerly
prinecipal ot the C-lifornia Normal
iz now president of thie Normal
Cullege, Algona, Towa,

Tuaw Natipnal Associztion of Sn-
perintendents will neet in Wash-
ington, D. C., March &, 7 and s,
Supit. Loekey, of Pittsburgh, is
secretary.

Tur Fualton connty inetitute held
Nov. 17-21, was one of unususl
interest. Supt. B. W, Peck is a
graduate of the Normal class of *79.

Miss Mawy Rronawns, of Zollars

vilie, will return to the Normal for
the spring tern:.

Me. N. B. Kgwr, '78, now lives
in Colorado,

Cor. ConwerLr says: © (Close ob-
servation is about all that education
ia good tor. Not facts but develop-
ment.”’

Mrss Hanvau Giemonz is teach-
ing near Mt. DPleasaut, a. She
will return to the Normal in the
gpring.

Turen_distinguished educators,
Col. ¥. W. Parker, Dr. Edward
Brooks and Supt, X. Z. Snyder,
will give epecial instruetion next
Spring term at the California, Pa.,
State  Normal School, one weck
each. What a privilege for teach-
ers! Net cost of tuition for whele
term, 14 weeks only $10.50. Send
for catalogue.

Tug California, Pa., State Noi-
mal is in the midst of its most
prospercus  year. [Lvery teacher
who in seeking the best educational
thought of the day shonld send for
catalogne and cirenlars.

M=z. Geo. W. DrBornr, class of
'82, 18 now preaching at Carlton,
Nebraska, where he was married
about Sept. 1. Il belongs to the
Progressive branch of the Dunk-
ard church,

Miss Harme D. Grno, class of
‘88, has been called to the prinei-
palship of the New England Pubiie
Schoois, near Tittshurgl, Pa. Miss
Geho is a very bright young lady,
and certainly has a promising future
before her,

Tix exhibit of school work from
the California Normal, at the Fay-
ette  county institote, was com-
mended on wll sides,

Miss Erva M. Dagr, a Junior of
86, expects to  tuke the special
methods course at the Noreal next
spring.

Lviny gradnate ard former stn-

ident of the Normal who is ambi.

tious to teach better and grow in
the profession, should if possible
take the special eourse bere next
spring.

How 1uz poor punctuation marks

{of the school readers have heen

abused by some teachers! They
have been placed where they
are to aid ns in getting thought,
and they have been so often made
a mechanical  guide for givem
thought. The same is true wit

italicized words. 1Is it any wonder
that school reading iz so often
wretehedly niechanical, when the
teaching is 8o mechanical? Like
teacher like school.  Poor reading
in school is always the fault of
the teacher—of “some  teacher,
Young children speak naturall

because they have not been told
how to speak. They would also
read naturally if their oral expres.
sion were let alone and not picked
to pieces.  Whatever vocal drill
children need they should get at a
time sct apart for that purpose,
All guestions of artienlation, pro-
nuneciation, posture, gesture, ete.,
shouid be treated then. The exer-
cise of reading shonld be distinet-
ively an exercise for thinking and
expressing thonght.  Any remark
or eriticism that makes the pupil
conse¢ions of how he is performing
gpoils the lesson.  Whatever result
the teacher alins at in the pupil’s
oral expression should be reached
through the thought. “Imitation
is euicide.  The practice of trying
to make one pupil read like another,
or like the teacher, is full of peril
to all natural reading.,

Rev. axn Mes
Browneville have been visiting
Miss Jennie Ewing, Mr. Graham
was formerly a member of this
school and  seemed pleaged to
visit the .unts of other days. He
mude a speceh which was highly
appreciated by the students, only
they disapproved of his remark
that school days were the best days
for in them we have nothing to do
O WOIPY Over.

Cor. F. W. Paxker will begin a
fuil week's work at the California
Normal, May 18, A rare oppor-
tunity for teachers.

Gramam, of




Mental gifts often hide bodily defects.

Current Misquetations.

“ Verify your quotations,” was the
adviee said to have been given by a
professor on his death bed as a quasi
legacy to a pupil to whom hehad prom-
ised to leave his most precious literary
possession. The names of the testator
and legateein this unique testamentary
disposition are not fortheoming, nor is
it stated whether the legates was alto-
gether satisfied with the shape which
the legacy assumed. Shakespeare, Mil-
ton, and all the great English poets
havesuffered more or less inthe process
of being quoted, and even the sacred
text has not escaped entirely unscathed.
But what is a migquotation? T would
answer that there are three different
ways in which a passage may be mis-
quoted: 1. The words may be wrongly
given; 2. The meaning given to the
passage may be different trom that in-
tended by the author; and 3. The pas-
sage may be attributed to a wrong per-
gon. In each of these cases alike the
passage is misquoted, although in com-
mon parlance that term is usually lim-
ited to cases where there is a verbal
mistake in the quotation. Every one
who has given any attention to our
English colloguial speech is well aware
how much it is indebted to our Eng-
lish Bible, Consciously or uneonscious-
ly every day and hour of our lives we
are making use of the phrases and ex-
pressions of the (ld and New Testa-
ments. They form the very warp and
woof of our ordinary speech. That un-
der these circumstauces a passage from
the Bible should be occasionally mis-
quoted would be but natural; but that,
with our Bibles daily, or at least weekly,
in our hands, any passage could be con-
tinually and universally misquoted may
well seem ineredible. It is, however,
true. Whohas not heard, nay, who has
not again aud again employed the hack-
neyed quotation, “He who runs may
read ?” It is not only constantly used
in common conversation, but it is also
a Favorite commonplace of poets, prose
writers,and public speakers. And who
has ever seen or heard the words used
inany sense but this—that tlie “ writing
is so legible that a man can read it as
he runs.” But assuredly the 1lebrew
prophet from whom the quotation is
taken neither said nor thought of say-
ing anything of the kind. Habhakkuk
is foretelling the vengeance which the
Chaldeans would inflict upon the land
because of its ungodliness, and writes
(chap. ii. 2): “ And the Lord answered

me a‘Ed said, Write the vision and make
11

it plain upon tables that he may run
that readeth it.” Obviously the prophet
is to write so plainly that any one who
reads it may understand it and run
away and escape from the coming
vengeance, It is not that he may run
and read, but that he may read and run.
The Bible is sometimes, as we have
seen, frobbed of what belongs to it;
but on the other hand, it is sometimes
improperly credited with what does
not belong to it. There are several
proverbial sayings which are very gen-
erally, but erroneously supposed to be
taken from the Bible. *God tempers
the wind to the shorn lamb,” and
“(leanliness is next to godliness,” both
come under this category. Both are,
without doubt, very excellent sayings,
but certainly not biblical. The former,
we are told by the compiler of * Famil-
iar Quotations,” was first used by
Sterne, who puts it into the mouth of
Maria in the “Sentimental Journey.”
The other passage—*Cleanliness is
next to godliness "—is given with quo-
tation marks in one of John Wesley’s
sermons. But the origin of it is not
known. The compiler of * Familiar
Quotations” saysthat a Jewish lecturer
reported in The Jewish World asserts
that this proverb has been for centuries
taught by the Rabbis in the Talmud,
both as a religious principle and azs a
sanitary law. The common sayings,
“Pouring oil on the troubled waters,”
and “ The war horse scents the battle
from afar,” are also, as a recent writer
in Notes and Queries 8ays, very gener-
ally believed to come from the Bible,
But the Bible will be gearched in vain
for either of them. On the other
hand,as the last-mentioned writer says,
the expression “ by skin of my teeth,”
which many regard as vulgar slang, is
in reality biblical. It is the unhappy
Job ¢ix. 20) who exclaims in the bitter-
ness of his anguish, “ I am escaped with
the skin of my teeth.” From the pre-
ceeding examples of biblical misquota-
tions it is elear that manpy persons, un-
consciously no doubt, are guilty of
violating the c¢nmmand laid down
(Deut. iv. 2), not to add to or take from
what is written in the sacred word.
From the Bible to Shakespeare, our un-
inspired Saxon Bible, the transition,
for the purposes of thisartiele, is natu-
ral and easy. Shakespeare assuredly
comes next after the Bible, as the well-
head of English quotation. His works
furnish us with a perfectly inexhaust-
ible fund of quotations suitable for
every conceivuble emergency. Multi-
tudes of his felicitous sayings have be-

come “ familiar in our lips as house-
hold words.” That many of these
innumerable queotations from  the
Shakespeare storehouge should, in puss-
ing from mouth to mouth, have got
twisted either in form or meaning, and
in this altered state should somehow
haveerystallized tor popular use, isjonly
what might have been anticipated.
The late Mr. Richard Grant White, a
learned and acute Shakespearean stu-
dent, cites a striking example of a pas.
sage from Shakespears which is fre.
quently used, and always in a sense
quite different from that which Shake-
speare intended. * Shuakespeare,” writes
Mr. White, “makes Ulysses say to
Achilles (Troilus and Cressida, act il
se. 3) that there is one petty trait of
human nature which shows that all
men are akin, and that trait is that

© All with onre consent praise new-bhorn gands,
Though tlhey are made and moulded of things past,
And give to dust that is a little gilt

More laud than gold o'er dusted.” ™

“ He introduces this,” continues Mr.
White, “by saying, ‘One touch of na-
ture makes the whole world kin,” that
touch being this petty trait. The mean-
ing is so eclear that no man who was
capable of editing a spelling book
could mistake it, but some reader of
Shakespeare having seized upon the
isolated line and having misappre-
hended it as meaning that one natural
touch will unite the whole world in the
bond of common kindred, it has gone
with this meaning over the civilized
globe, and is so0 used by hundreds of
thousands who have never read a line
of Shakespeare, by millious who never
read a line of Troilus and Cressida, in
a wholly different and almost opposite
gense to that in which Shakespeare
wrote it,”

e ——

How and What to Teach in Physislozy.

To be beneficial, physiolegy must be
practical. T'o make it practical, certain
things are necessary-—First: A good
knowledge of the sulject. Second:
The teacher must be thoroughly alive
to theimportance of the work ; he must
realize that a well-developed body and
a clear, vigorous inteilect depend lurge-
Iy upon the observance of the laws of
physiology and hygiene. Third: Good
charts, a skeleton and some apparatus
for experiments are absolutely necessa-
ry to an intelligent comprehension of
this subject.

Fvery lesson should be outlined, and
should be illustrated by specimens. It
is impossible to understand clearly the



Mercy contemned turns to fury.

structure of thelvarious tissues of the
body merely from a description. To
tell a child that a bone consists of com-
pact and cancellons tissue, is a waste of
time and breath. A bone sawed both
lengthwise and crosswise, and Lhe dif-
ferent parts shown the pupil, with an
explanation of the difference in struc-
ture, will do more for him than any
amount of parrot-like repetition of the
text.

T.et this method be followed till all
the tissues of the body have been care-
fully studied. Then comes the work
of building up the body. First require
pupils to pointout and name the bones,
from the chart or skeleton, till so famil-
iar with their names and positions that
they can pointto and name the bones of
their own body. The articulations of
bones, with the names of the different
classes of joints, should follow. Show
what constitutes & joint, and how the
different joints move; also how the
hones which form joints are held in
place by ligaments.

Unlessthe course is extended, I would
advise that the names of the principal
muscles only be committed to memory.
Make clear what is meant by the origin
and insertion of a muscle; what a
tendon is, and how the tendon is relatad
to the muscle. Show that muscles can
be separated from one another, and that
they vary in shape. All these points
can be well illustrated by dissecting a
frog or obtaining from the meat mar-
ket the leg of some small animal. No
teacher need want for material, since
there i3 not a distriet which cannct
spare a cat—and a hoy to kill it.

The nervous system, with organs of
circulation, veins and arteries, should
next be placed upon the body, commit-
ting to memory the names of the prin-
cipal veins and arteries and of the dif-
ferent parts of the nervous system,
Qver this structure we must spread the
integument, with its appendages.

We must now furnish our dwelling
by placing in each room the articles be-
jonging to it. This is a most important
part of the work, and yet no partis so
neglected. Ask a class of teachersin
gsome of the institutes to place the hand
upon the heart, and the hand is placed
anywhere from the waist to the neck.
About the only idea most people have
of the internal organs is, that some-
where between the knees and head are
several organs; but to give the exact
situation of any one of them would be
impossible. The position of each organ
should be learned from the chart; af-

terwards require the pupil to point to
the organs of his body.

Tollowing a knowledge of the posi-
tion comes the function of each organ,
then the vital procesges in which they
take part.

In circulation, teach at first the pas-
sage of blood through the different
parts of the body. Show where pulmo-
nary circulation begins and ends, do
the same with the renal and portal, and
last give the systemic. Explain the
change which takes place in the eapil-
laries. The subject of digestion should
be minntely studied. Give first the dif-
ferent divizions of the digestive appa-
ratus, naming the accessory organs.
Trace food from the mouth to the dif-
ferent parts of thd body. Bring out
elearly the changes that take place as
the food comesin contact with the dif-
ferent digestive fuids. (Give a lesson
on food, calling special attention to
proper foods properly cooked and prop-
erly eaten. Ilere something may be
sald about eating at thenoon recess. Do
not allow pupils to bolt their dinner
and rush to the playground; to sit all
over the room, on the top of desks, eat-
ing hurriedly and scattering food. The
teacher should earry his dinner to
school occasionally, and should sit with
the pupils to assist or direef in the dis-
cussion of some topics interesting to
all. I believe that some such plan
would work well and bring about a
betier state of things.

In teaching respiration, give first the
organs of respiration ; show that proper
breathing is done by the diapbragm,
the upper muscles of the abdomen,
aided somewhat by the intercostal
museles. Show, also, that to breathe
properly, the clothing mustnot be tight,
and that the reason so many cannot
long read aloud is, because they do not
know how to breathe, but do the work
of breathing chiefly in the threat, in-
stead of using the throat merely as a
passage for sounds produced by the
breathing apparatus below. The read-
ing elass is the place to teach children
how to breathe and how to use the
voice properly, Every-day drill will
bring about wonderful results; the
long-drawn, nasal sing-song of the
reading classes will be changed to nat-
ural reading and speaking.

After studying each tissue, sense or
organ, the hygiene of each should fol-
low. f(iive special attention to the care
of the teeth;insist that the hands be
kept clean, that the scalp be properly
attended fo; make strong the fact that

regular bathing is as much a part of
life as eating. Give instruction on
clothing; show how to protect the
lunga and feet. Pupils should be taught
how to carry the body when walking,
standing, studying and writing. Insist
that your directions be carried out in
these matters. In order that pupils
may acquire control of the body, they
must have drill in calisthenics, See
that pupils, in rising for any exercise,
do not get up in sections, as the drome-
dary, and when standing do not lean
on the desk or stand on one foot. -

Ventilation should receive special
attention. Ventilate so that nodraught
will strike the puopils. Midway be-
tween intermissions open the windows
and give a brisk drill of two or three
minutes in calisthenics. In all matters
of hygiene the teacher must be a mod-
el. What good influence can the teach-
er have who stands before the achool
with hair like a brush heap, teeth un-
acquainted with a brush, a mouth or-
namented with tobacco juice, clothes
guiltless of a brush, shoes that would
send joy to the heart of a boot black,
soiled linen, finger nails long and in
mourning? If you think these speci-
mens are rare, ask the county saperin-
tendents to disenchant you.

The subject of nareotics and alcohol
should form an important part of the
course, each lesson being illustrated by
experiments, and attention called to
the effect of the poisons on the organs
as shown upon the charts. The lady
teacher should give occasional lessons
to the girls, in a special class, on the
physiology of woman, with proper
modes of dressing and care of healih,
No part of the work is more important
than this, and we have not deone our
full duty till we have aitended to it.
We, as teachers, must, in great meas-
ure, take the place of the mothers who,
from want of knowledge and false mod-
esty, allow the girls to grow up 1n utler
ignorance of those things which, as we-
men who sooner or later, are to take up-
on themselves the duties of wifeand
mother, they ought to know. OQur
work is allimportant, for the character
and future eareer of the boys and girls
whom we teach depend largely upon
the kind of instruction they receive
Every lesson taught should be one of
inspiration—one that shall point the
boy and the girl to higher and nobler
manhood and womanhood.

Tur fastest railroad time yet made is
72 miles per hour.
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Mildneas governs better than anger.

Literature in the West.

The Easy Chair heard the other
day of a Browning club in a West-
ern State which ?or some myster-
ious reason preferred mnot to be
known as such, but which was be-
trayed by its own zeal and devotion.
It decided to hold a reception at
which everything should be brown.
A brown tablecloth was covered
with brown china. DBrown bread
and brown sugar held places of
honor. The hosts appeared in
brown dresses, Drown curtains
were hung over the windows. Brown
was universal, and when one of the
guests, looking around the room, at
last exelaimed, “ Well, T declare 1
really believe you are a Browning
elab,? there was no member in
brown hardy enough to deny it.
The interest in Browning is_a very
gtriking and significant fact. Ie
has never been a popular poet in
England, although for nearly halfa
century he has been regarded as the
only real competitor of Tennyson
for the highest placein contempora-
rv English poetry. Like Carlyle, he
was first recognized in America as
& literary figure of the first import-
ance. He is too obscnre a poet for
the general reader. Very few of
his poems are popular in the sense
of tﬁe word as applied to Scott or
Byron or Tennyson or Longfellow,
and he has contributed few lines or

hrases or characters to current and

amiliar speech. But no poet of the
time seems to have taken stronger
hold upon the enthusiasm of the
readers of poetry in this conntry.
This is perhaps especially true of
the West, where literary culture is
sought by many young people with
an ardor and earnestness which are
remarkable. To such a class, the
very fact of obscurity of Browning’s
verse is an allurement, because it
gives them a reason for devoted
study and comparative interpreta-
tion. A Longfellow or Tennyson
club wounld be constituted for the
pleasure of reading the works of
those poets, and perhaps of tracing
their development from earlier lit-
erary influences and sources. Dut
the meaning and the purpose of
their poetry and its general scope
wonld not be a subject of investiga-
tion or discussion. This philosoph-

ic system and spiritual meaning
which the hierophants often discov-
er are perhaps not unlike the eloud
capped towers and gorgeous palaces
which rise and multiply and fill
with stately splendor the sunset
West. Yet the Easy Chair holds
with ITawthorne that that is legiti-
mate. If you find something there,
it is there, whether the poet meant
to place it there or not. Bat we
must not dogmatize and insist that
others shall seo it, and own that it
only is the key to the poem. In the
literary taste snd earnestness, the
diligence of study and ingenuity of
interpretation, which show them-
selvesin this wayamidallthemateri-
al prosperity and development of the
great West, there are interesting
signs of the spirit which will enrich
and elevate its life. That these signs
appear &0 largely among the young
women is most promising for the
future. The tastes of the girls of
to-day will affect the training of the
children of to-morrow, of whom
those girls will be the mothers. The
Browning clubs will have their in-
fluence not less than the grain ele-
vators.—Harper’s Magazine.

What 3hall the Public Schools Teach?

In & recent number of Thie Fo-
rum, Mr. Lester F. Ward has an
article on “ What shall the publie
schools teach?®” In this article Mr.
Ward maintains that inrefining up-
on the blessings ot education we
forget altogether what knowledge
ie for. His definiticn of civiliza-
tion being that it consists in “the
utilization of the materials and
torces of nature,” he holds that, so
far as the improvement of man’s
estate is coneerned, we know only
in order to do, that knowledge un-
applied is sterile, and is only fruit-
ful when it makes two blades of
grass grow where only one grew be.
ore, when it converts “raw mater-
ial ? into useful objects, or when it
directs into some useful channel
the forees of nature which were
previously rnnning to waste or do-
ing injury toman. DMr. Ward be-
lieves that nowadays all inventions
arein the nature of “improvements”
upon pre-existing inventions, and
are chiefly made by the mechanics
or artisang of the higher grades,

who are eonstantly nging the origi-
nal devices,and who,through an in-
timate acquaintance with these,
eventually perceive how they may
be improved; that as artisans be-
come more intelligent, this class of
inventions will increase, and that
nothing but the stolid ignorance of
the working-classes in the past has
prevented this from having always
been the chief mode of advancing
the useful arts; and the hope is ex-
pressed that in the near futore the
artisan ag well ag the engineer may
not only receive a good education
in the hitherto accepted sense of
the term, but may also have such a
training of the eye and the hand as
will enable him to perceive and to
effect all possible reforms in his
chosen field of labor. Everywhere
we see the lack of thought directed
to the improvement of our materi-
al surroundings. If this is because
the importance of improving those
sarroundings forme no part of the
education which is given to the
youth of the country, there is rea-
gon to believe that any system of
education whieh will tend to develop
the human powers of dealing with
materials and forces will tend to
raise the plane of civilization as de.
fined. Mr. Ward even looks for-
ward to the day when the need for
the use of the human animal for
the lowest forms of unthinking la-
bor will be done away with, which
would simply mean thatthere would
be less oportanity for life among
those of low intelligence, and that
the “average man ” would be on a
higher plane than at present. This
tendency to educate youth so that
man may be the better able to deal
with his material surroundings is
doubtless wise, but brings forth a
remonstrance oceasionally from
those versed in the old ways, who
hasten to point out the other sides
to man’s nature which come in con-
tact with other conditions which he
should be equally ready to contend
with, or perhaps better to appreci-
ate. Tle recently published iife of
the most illustrious and most amia-
ble man of seience of this scientifie
age has suggested to reany readers
doubts of the allsufliciency of sei-
ence to build up, not theories but
men. Instead of lifting the scien-
tific vocation to the skies {as was




Modesty has more charms than beauty.

probably anticipated,) this epoch-
making biography seems to Miss
Frances Power Cobbe, writing of
“The Scientific Spirit of the Age,”
in the Contempoaary Review, to
have gone far “to throw a sort of
dam across the strean, and to have
arrested not a few science worship-
ers with the query,” as Darwin
wrote: “ What shall it profit a man
- if he find the origin of species and
know exactly how earth worms and
sun dews conduct themselves, if all
the while he grow blind to the love-
liness of nature, deaf to musie, in-
sensible to poetry, and as unable to
1if his soul to the divine and eter-
nal as were the primeval apes from
whom he has descended? Is this
all that science can do for her dev-
otee? Must he he shorn of the
glory of humanity when he is or-
dained her priest? Does he find
his loftiest faculties atrophied when
he has become a < machine for grind-
ing general laws out of large eol-
lections of facts? *—— Sczence.

e ————
What is Eleotricizy?

At'the close of an able address at
Bath, England, Mr, W, I, Preece,
after Summarizing all the great
achievements in the electrical do-
main, said: “Tt seems incredible
that, having utilized this great pow-
er of nature to such a wide and
general extent, we should be still in
a state of mental fog as to the ans.
wer to be given to the simple ques-
tion, What is electricity? The en-
gineer and the physicist are eom-
pletely at variance on this point,
The engineer regards electricity,
like heat, light, and sound, as a def-
inite form of energy, gomething
that he can generate and destroy,
something that he can play with
and utilize, something thab he can
measare and apply. The physicist
-—at least some physicists, for it is
diffiealt to find any two physicists
that completely agree with each
other—regard electricity as a pecu-
liar form of matter permeating all
space as well as all substances, to-
gether with the luminiferous ether
which it permeates like a jelly or a
sponge. Conductors, according to
this theory, are holes or pipes in this
jelly, and electrical generators are

pumps that transfer this hypothet-
leal matter fromone place to anoth-
er.  Other physicists, following
Edlund, regard the ether and elec.
trieity as identical, and some, the
disciples of Helmbholts, consider it
a8 an integral constituent of nature,
each molecule of matter having its
own definite charge, which deter-
mines its attraction and its repul-
sion.  All attempts to revive the
Franklinian, or material, theory of
electricity have, however, to be so
loaded with assumptions and so
weighted with contradictions that
they completely fail to remove elec-
tricity from the region of the mys-
terions. It is already extremely
difficult to coneeive the existence of
the ether itself as an infinitely
thin, highly elastic medium filling
all space, employed only as the ve.
hicle of those undulatory motions
that give us light and radiant heat.
The material theory of electricity
requires us to add to this another
incomprehensible medium embed-
ded or entangled in this ether, which
isnotonly a medium formotion, but
which is itself moved. The practi-
cal man, with his eye and his mind
trained by the stern realities of
daily experience, on a scale vast
compared with that of the little
world of the laboratory, revolts from
such wild hypotheses, sueh uneces-
sary and inconceivable conceptions,
such a travesty of the beautiful
simplicity of nature. He has a
clear conception of electricity as
something which has a distant ob-
jective existence, which he can man-
ufacture and sell, and something
which the unphilosophic and ordi-
nary member of society can buy and
use. The physicist asserts dogmat-
ically: ¢Electricity may possibly be
a form of matter—it is not a form
of energy.’ The engineer says dis.
tinetly: ¢ Electricity is a form of
energy—it is not a form of matter;
it obeys the two great developments
of the present generation—the me-
chanical theory of heatand the doe-
trine of conservation of energy.’
There must be some cause for this
strange difference of views. Itis
clear that the physieist and the en-
gineer do not apply the term elec-
tricity to the same thing. The
engineer’s electricity iz a real form
of energy; the speculative philoso-

pher’s electricitg is a vague sabject-
ive unreality which is only a mere
factor of energy and is not energy
itself. This factor, like force, gray-
ity, life, must, at any rate for the
present, remain unknowable. It is
not known what force is; neither do
we know what is matter or gravity,
The metaphysician is even doubt-
ful as regards time and space. Our
knowledge of these things com-
mences with a definition. The hn-
man mind is s0 unimpressionable,
or language is 80 poor, that writers
often can not agree even o a defini-
tion. The definition of energy is
capacity for doing work. We prac-
tical men are quite content to start
from this fiducial line and to affirm
that our electricity is a something
which has a.capacity for doing work;
it is & peculiar form of energy. The
Ehysicist may speculate as much as
e pleases on the other side of this
line.”— Electrical World.

el .

From the list of examination
blunders extracted by the Standard
from the Scotch education report it
almost seems as if the northern
child had been poking fun at the
examiners. Some of the “ howlers
are well known old school-room
Joe Millers. Forinstance: ¢ The
Nile is the only remarkable river
in the world. 1t was discovered by
Dr. Livingstone and it rises in
Mungo park,”” This has great
merit, but not that of novelty, and
the same may be said for the de-
seription ot Constantinople: « 1Tt
is on the Golden Horn; a strong

fortress; has a university, and is

the residence of Peter the Great.
Its chief building is the sublime
port.” But there is a decided fresh-
ness in the views of the youth who
told his examiners that “the Saxons
retired to rest in the time of the
Heptarchy in a state of nudity and
laid upon a bed of straw--they
were 80 eminently social.”

Tue school enrollment in the
United States in 1886—"87 was 11,-
450,798 an increase of 2718,307
during the past ten years. The cost
ot sustaining the public schools
for the same year was $111,7 15,707,
an increase of $32,530,198 over the
year 187677,




Modesty is the handmaid of viriue.

Crushed Peoples.

It is generally aceepted as a truth
beyond dispute, a mere axiom of
history, that a nation may be op-

ressed to the degree that all man-
Fy gpirit shall be erushed out of it.
~ The only conditions necessary are

" sufficient ruthlessness on the part
ot the oppressor, and sufficient
time for his system to produce its
effect. Like so many notions of the
gort, this principle is accepted with-
out argument, and illustrations are
adduced without further inguiry.
In one of Bulwer Lytton’s novels
—we forget which—a character is
introduced which embaodies recklees
courage and determination. This
persunage displays his maleficent
qualities through the book, and at
the finish is condemned to work in
a chain-gang, where his comrade is
a brutal giant. We catch another
glintpse of him in the last page,
trembling, nervous, an abject slave
of the ruffian to whom he has been
linked for years. Every one recog-
nizes this as true—a development
which must needs follow from the
circumstances. And if tyranny
could enchain a whole people,
watching it night and day, always
at hand to kick or torture its vie-
tim, doubtless the result would be
the same.  Dut that is impossible.
When we speak of a nation oppress-
ed, the term is figurative. Those
mentbers of it who by position or
by chauce come under the notice of
power are ill-treated, and may be
demoralized; but the bulk have no
personal experience of the terror.
This was Dr. Johnson’s point of
view when he declared that he
wonld not give half a guinea to
dwell under one government rather
than another, thongh, of course, he
exaggerated. Is there a case of any
people which had the spirit erush-
ed out ot it by oppression? We
believe not. The instance of Greece
will oceur to everybody. Bnt if
one read that grandest and saddest
of all tales with attention it wili
not be found to support the theory.
The G reeks, as a race, wore thewm-
selves out two thousand years ago.
Among the innumerable puzzles of
that story, not least, by any means,
is the question, How on earth such
a prodigious drain of life was re-

plenished daringages of war? Learn-
ed men estimate the population of
Attica, in its best day, at 50,000 to
60,000 souls ot native blood, about
as many resident foreigners, and
400,000 slaves. For the number
of the Spartans in the time of
Lycurgus we have precise statistics.
There were 9,000 thoroughbred, and
30,000 countrymen not quite pure,
bnt recognized as kin, These pop-
ulations respectively were certainly
not greater at the beginning of the
Peloponnesian war, (ranting that
949 in 100 of those killed were mer-
cenaries, the whole fighting force of
either people must have been ex-
terminated over and over again
during the twenty-eight year’s
struggle. There is a grave error in
arithmetic somewhere, but mighty
difficult to trace. However, when
the great war ended, did these na-
tions sit down to recuperate? Not
in the least. Frvery year almost
brought its campaign, until the
Macedonian, having compeiled in-
ternal peace, invited Hellas to fur-
nish troops for an invagion of Asia
Aund it did, eaving Sparta; it eon.
tributed 18,000 men out of the 30,-
000 whom Alexander led te his
great enterprise. We might pursiie
the subject,bat it is enongh. Greece
disappeared from the roll of great
powers, not because oppression
crushed her, but becanse her life-
bloed had been drained away. Then
came the Turk, the Venetian, and
the Genoese—-frantic, ineredible
tyrants all. DBut men do not perse-
cute lambs. It was becanse the
Greek had such a dangerous apirit
tthat his masters tried to break him
down. And at length came the
resurrection. A mere glance at the
story of that awful time assures us
that courage more desperate,resolve
and devotion more concentrated,
were never shown by mortals. Tru-
ly the Greeks are no instance of a
people whose manly spirit was de-
stroyed by oppression. 1t may be
well to remark that we do not regard
the modern race, in general, as de-
geended from their ¢« forefathers,”
but this point has no reference to
the argument, Take the Bulgari-
ans. All the world is lost in ad-
miration of theirspirit. The essence
of those qualities which stir nsto a
wondering enthusiasm is manly

courage. They have it in the high-
ezt combination, moral and physiecal
equally developed, fearless hardi-
hood in battle, patience, determina-
tion, clearness of view,and undaunt-
ed tenacity. But ten years ago this
superbly vigorous race was sup-
posed to be the slave of slaves. Who
does not remember the shocking
pictures of their degradation? We
recall a magnificent outburst—Dby
Edmond About, if memory serves
us well-——npon the text of a certain
Bulgar custom in marriage. It was
asserted that their weddings took
place not in church, nor even by
daylight, but in a subterranean
apartment, after dark; and the rea-
gon was that they feared some pass-
ing Moslem wounld carry off the
bride. Anybody can imagine the
state of things in general which »
brilliant journalist would deduce
from this fact, it fact it be. Gro-
tesque the picture scems with our
present knowledge of the Dulgar,
but we are not qualified to deny its
truth. Assuming that the people
were 80 utterly overawed as to en-
dure the abduction of their maidens
at the altar, it may be said with
confidence that they had reached
the lowest stage of abasement. If
ever a race was crushed it was this,
But no sooner is the material
strength of tyranny overthrown
than they rise erect, the Bulgars
show  thernselves  conspicuous
among the bravest for those nobler
attributes of wmanhood which free-
dom is supposed to beget. Regard
the Poles. Ilussia has been tight.
ening her voke for a century; the
maddest excesses of irresponsible
despotism have been employed de-
liberately to break the spirit of the
hated foe; but Russia knows well
how complete is her tailure. Ter-
haps the most striking illustration
of all may be found across the At.
lantic. Furope has seen but once

[or twice, when the Iluns and the

Magyars swooped down, such in-
sensate cruelty as the Indians of
Southern America endured for
ages. 1t passed at length, and in-
stantly the miserable thralls dis-
played in some degree those same
manly virtues which we remark in
the Bulgar—daunt]ess conrage,
cool resolve, and patient obstinacy.
All round the globe such instances
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may be noted at one epoch or anoth-
er. A race of men is never “crush-
ed.”—London Standard.

The Dread of Death. §

Individuals and classes have
overcome fear of death; but it eon-
tinues to hold the multitude, more
or less, in thrall. Whateveris mys-
terions is apt to be alarming; mys-
tery is the father, if ignorance is
the mother, of superstition. Death
is the mystery of mysteries,and the
alarin it exeites is naturally accom-
panied with exaggeration, which
marks everything relating to it.
Physical dissolution was long re-
garded as intensely painful, and by-
gome literature is full of such
phrases as “the last’struggle ” and
« the final agony,” which are entire-
Iy without significance. The actof
dying, it is now ascertained, is ab-
solutely free from suffering; is
really unconscious; insensibility
always preceding it. Any angnish
that may attend mortal illness
ceazes before the close, as thousands
who have recovered, atter hope had
been surrendered, have borne wit-
ness. Sudden and violent death,
shocking to the senses, may not be,
probably is not, painful to the vie-
tim. Drowning, hanging, freezing,
shooting, falling from a height,
poisoning of many kinds, beget
stupor or numbness of the nerves
which i€ incompatible with sensa-
tion. Tersons who have met with
stch aceidents, and survived them,
testify to this. Tecords to this ef-
teet are namberless. Death from
fire dismays us; we can scarcely
conceive anght more distressing.
Tu all likelihood,however, it appears
far worse than it is. Fire probably
causes suffocation from smoke, or
insensibility from inhaling flame,
so that the agony we imagine is not
feit. They who have been near
their end have experienced more
pain on returning, so to speak, from
their grave, than if they had gone
to it. They have endured all the
pangs,corporal and mental, of death,
without actually dying. It isan
error, therefore, to suppose that
men may not have tasted the bitter-
ness of death, and yet be alive and
in good health. Every ecommuni-
ty contains persons who have made

as intimate acquaintance with dis-
solution as they ever can make. e
whose mind has fully accepted death
has virtnally died; no new calamity
can fertilize his experience in that
partieular. All thatcan be learned
from nature he may learn here;
what ig beyond, if anything, is un-
conditionally ocenlt. Where knowl-
edge ends, specnlation may advance
and hope and faith build as they
may. A common notion formed
by those who theorize on the sub-
jeet is that men, when they come
to die, undergo some greatchange;
that they alter their opinions, are
ingpired with new hopes and new
beliefs, regard the past with regret,
and express contrition. The ma-
jority of men in this age die as
they havelived. If they have been
gelfish, unjust, sensual, vicioue, they
pase away in selfishness, injustice,
sensuality,vicionsness. Evenshould
they promise amendment in serions
illness, they would not,if they
should be cured, keeptheir promis-
es. Promises, nnder such cireum-
stanees, are almost invariably bro-
ken when the circumstances have
been removed. Established dispo-
sition and constitutional bias may
vary with strong provoeation, but
they steadily assert themselves in
the main. ’{‘he manner of ourlife,
otten distinet from our faith, may
have far less influence than is pop-
ularly thought on our cloging days.
Sinners may go out in peace and
saints in terror. The Marshal de
Richelieu was one of the most noto-
rious profligates of his time; he cul-
tivated every elegant vice of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centu.
ries; he was a paragon of unscrupu-
lonsness and debauchery. Dut good
fortune ever attended him, and at
ninety-two he terminated his dis-
reputable existence as terminates a
day in blooming spring. William
Cowper, contem plative poet, purest,
kindest, gentlest of men, who never
wronged a human creature spent
sixty-eight years without hope and
died in despair. Fear of death is
often confounded with desire to
live, two radically diverse feelings.
% T do not want to die,”” has a very
different meaning from “ I dread to
die.” Attachment to life while one

is in health, useful, having objects
toattain, with influence and friends,

is natural and in consonance with
law. DBut is not attachment to life
for life’s sake only, when old age
has come, and vigor and helptul-
ness have gone, and our future is
behind us, unnatural, the result of
falce teaching or a gloomy temper-
ament? Such attachment denotes
dread of death, since lite at that pe-
riod ean scarcely retain any of its
old charm or compensation.— ke
Horum,

e —— e —— e

0il and the Raging Sea.

Results of the scientific tests of of-
ficer Meissel’s new invention, an oil
rocket designed to calm the raging
of a troubled sea,appear tohave been
satisfactory enough to warrant the
hope that shipwrecks will be rare
occurances ere many vears. The
principle here applied is as old,
certainly, as the proverb which em-
bodies it, but the method of appli-
cation was novel. Four rocﬁets.
the same in appearance as those
commonly used in ordinary pyre-
technical displays, but with the ex-
ploding cap removed and a light
tin cylinder holding one pound of
train oil substituted, were sent up
at varying angles of projection, the
result being that the sea was calm.
ed for thonsands of feet around
about the spot above which they
exploded and fell. The oil spread
into a thin, silk-like sheet, which
extending rapidly, appeared to have
the power of keeping the waves
within peaceable limite. As there
rockets can be carried with conven-
tence and sent up without trouble,
ihere is no reagon surely why the
enterprising steamship companies
should not at once recognize their
utility and add a number to the
equipmentof each steamer guflicient
for the necessities of the average
voyage. Officer Meissel’s cylinder
is a simple affair and can be made
to hold as much oil as may be de-
sired. Through the center of the
ol runs a small tube containing two
ounces of gunpowder, which ignites
as soon as the motive power of the
rocket is spent, and, expleding,
geatters the oil in a fine spray over
the water. The action of the oil
upon the wateris almost inatanta-

neous.~—Philadelphia Times.
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MOTTO—NON PALHA SINE PULVERE.

ANNIE Kinoer, Editor.

Maxvar training a$ the N (>1'mai|

will begin with the Senior class at
the opening of the Winter term.
How gracefully the ladies ot the
class will use plane, chisel and saw,
we will deseribe in our next nam-
ber.

Curro is expecting to add many
names to her already long list dur-
ing this term of school.

Mx. Vizeest Corvin a former
Clio and stndent of the Normal, is
now engaged in studying telegra-
phy in Allegheny City, FPa.

Mgz. Josepir Stooxnars a student
of the Normal several years awo,
was recently married to Miss Mil-
ler, of Fayette City, Pa.

Mz. Trosas Waggriewn of the
class of '78 and a loyal Clio, visited
the Normal recently. Ile addressed
thestudents in the Chapel and after-
ward talked quite intcrestingly to
the children of the Model Depart-
ment. It is evident Mr., Wake-
field has not forgotten the pleasant
days at the Normal. fleis now a
member of the har at Uniontown.

Over halt of the Senior class
have given reeitations in Chapel,
and are now engaged in studying
subjecta for vriginal orations to fol-
low the recitations.

Pror. Dacow, former Lead of the
public schools of Syracuse, N. Y.,
was with us lately. Heis now vis-
iting the wnormal schools of the
atate.

Tur children of the Mudel De-

artment gave an entertainment on
%riday, December 21st, which was
highly appreciated by all present.

The parents perticuinrly werein-
vited to visit the school on the
above named day where they were
entertained by music, essays, reci-
tations, readings, dialogucs, ete.
The singing by the whole sclivol
especially was good.

The work in this Department is
progressing nicely under the skill-
ful managemcent of Mra. Mary G.
Noss assisted by Miss Clara Singer.

Miss Marre Grirrrri, of near
Monengahela City, will enter the
Normal ag a student during the
spring term.

‘110 wiil weleome her old mem-
ber Miss Mageie Stathers back next
spring term.

Tercuers, don’t fail to make
your instruction interesting to yonr
pupils,  “Don’t teach in a dry,
cold manner the dry, eold matter
of the text hooks” Too many

teachers arc like the bones in
Ezekiel’s vision, “very dry.” A

little ingenuity shown each day in
contriving some new and pleasing
way of presenting knowledge will
mzke school work more pleasurable
to both pupile and teachers. Try it.

A nrorner of Miss Celia Patton,
‘83, will be a student at the Nor-
mal next term,

Esvoarion is putting on thearmor
and sword preparatory to fighting
the battle of life.

Mr. Arvvrecars, of the class of
88, was a visitor at thd Normal
recently.

Pror. axn Mus, Bryax were ab-
sent trom the Normal the week De-
tore vacation, attending the Insti-
tute of Fayette Co., held in Union-
towrn.

“Ilarrier is he who loves his
ceenpation, be it ever so humble,
than he who occupies the highest
station if he be at odds with his oe-
cupation.”

Tur halis of the Normal were
silent during holidays, each student
earrying  sanlight into his own
home.

Crass ix Puvstoroay.— Teucher.
—What does the head contain?

LPupil—The brains, if there are
any. i

Zeccher.—What does the chest
contain?

Pupil—The heart, livers, ete,

Zeacher—~ What does the ab.
domnen, contain?

Pupid—The vowels, s, B, L, o, U
and sometimes 5 and ¥,

Misa Lizzie Kavyersr, a Clio of
last year, is teaching a suceessful
term of school at the Independent
school house near Kamwmerer.

Dg. Noss has returned to the
Normal after a week’s absence.
He attended the Institute at Belle-
fonte,

A veErY interesting local insti-
tute was held at the Dunn School,
Morris township, this county, Dec..
15. It was under the management
of Miss Anna Aukrom, teacher of
the Dunn School, and Miss Mary
Crumrine—Dboth Normalites. 3iss
Aukrom is teaching her fifth termn
in the same school, and Miss

‘rumrine her ninth in the same
(the Archer!.

The other Normalites leacling
in Morris township are Willard
MeVay, Newton Miller and John
[lathaway. Al sncceeding hand-
somely with their schools,

Tuge teacher should have his face
set towards the future. If he
wonld be a living teacher at all he
must be a growing teacher. One
can profit by thelessons of the past
without the folly of saying “former
days were better than thase.”  Re-
member Lot’s wife, and don’t look
back.

Tue Normal seut egpecimens of
work from every department to the
Uniontown inetitute. The cxhibit
wus highly appreciated by all who
saw it.  The work will also be sent
to the Somerset institute,

Miss Rerr proposes to work ont
the new idea of Industrial Train-
ing by having the stodents ilius-
trate poems. Mow many of us
shall be Dores remains to be seen,
Already we have had a glimpze of
this new method in conercte forms
that have been drawn by the Sen-
iors to illustrate comparative views
of civilization.

Tuos. R. WakurieLn, Esq., 78,
wag a welcome visitor at the Nor-
mal, Dee. 13. He addressed the
stndents briefly at the morning
chapel exercises.
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MOTTO--PEGETENTIIN ET GRADATIM,

Nerrie J. CrRAWFORD, Editor,

Tiis nnmber of the Review goes
to the printer jnst before the opel-
ing of the winter term.

Tue new studies to be talken up
by the Seniors at the opening of
the winter term are elocution and
Latin.

Wz tender New Ycar greetings
to all our Philo friends.

Miss Axna Snurrerny, eclass of
84, who is now teaching in Gran-
ville, had a Christmas entertain-
_tent by the scholars, at the school
house, Dee. 21.

SBootans in the Normal are al
ways enjoyed by the stadents, bat
the onc held Dees 8 was out of the
usual order.  The young indies liad
propared a eurprise in the way of
refreshments which was fuily en-
joyed and appreciated by all who
partook.

Terx Beniors under the direction
of Mrs. Noss have heen engnged i
embroidery work, paper folding,
mat weaving and  mounting.  The
object of this worl iy that they
may have sample eopics when they
begin to tesch the yonng Lopefuls,
They hope the time iz not distant,

Sosr of the energetic members
ol the Philiiathean Literary Soci-
ety huve greatly inereascd the in-
terest lately by the produetion of
two pantomimes, the one called
“There never was o Ilose withont
a Thorn,” und the other ¢ A Clivist-
mas Seene.”  They were highly
appreciated by the wmembers and
many visitors who were present,

Tue Seniors are almoest in de
spair over the chapel orations to
be delivered before long.

Tre Thanksgiving holidays were
greatly enjoyed, and all felt better
prepared for the work before them,

Miss Borrosry, of MeKeesport,
hag been added to our nuinber re-
cently.

Miss Harme Wesreay spent the
Thanksgiving holidays with Migs
Van Voorhis,

Miss Minnie CovrsiN was unex-
pectedly called home on account of
sickness,

Miss Mary Eicnnavy is spend-
ing the Christinas vacation in Pitta-
burgh and Allegheny.

Miss Licrrax Daker expects to
return at the opening of the next
term.

W extend onr hearty congratu-
lations to Miss Maggie TLaird, a
former Thilo, who was married
Dee. 26, at her home in Tyrone,
Pa, to Mr. Frank MecCullough of
the sane place. _

Miss Ewine spent a few days at
DBrowngville recently.

Tne Philos are well pleased with
their new officers, who have made
a brilliant beginning. They have
received the hearty co-operation of
the members.

Ti Philos are much pleased
with the change in the programme,

Tur Seniors are still delivering
their chapel recitations.

Tue students had the pleasure of
attending a concert in the M. K.
chureh, given by the Origiuval
Tennesseeans.

T students are looking forward
to the completion of the term re-
views almost as anxiously as they
did to the Christmas holidays.

Mrss Minnte Paxrton, of the
Senior class is visiting friends in
Pittsburgh.

Mz, Sivpson, a former student
and an enthusiastic worker in Philo,
visited the Normal recently.

Miss Minxre Rovev, class of 88,
is enjoying teaching in her home
school in Belle Vernon.

Tir Seniors will take up elocu-
tion and Latin next term, under
the direction of Miss MacPherson.

Di. axn Mus. Noss attended the
institute at Muasontown.

Mg. [lax~a, of Canonsburg, has
has entered the Junior class.

Mg. Fravk Uxperwoon, one of
last year’s Juniers, has reorganized,
at his school house in Carroll town-
ship, a literary society which meets
every Friday evening.

LrrTERS 0F Acassiz, in two vol-
umes handsomely Dbouud, were
placed in the Library last weel.

Mg. Van PoweLr’s enthusiasm
and originality are working ont snc-
cessfully the the New Education at
Allenport.

Thar last year’s Seniors are en-
thusinstic and progressive appears
in the fact that Mr. Fowles in-
quires “ What shall I read?”

A vrrerary Publie will be given
at the beginning of next term by
Miss Ruff. This will be the first
of this year.

W hear Mr. Applegate is doing
excellent work in his school in
East Huntingdon township, West-
moreland county.

“Suarr we vote?” ig a topic that
the ladies frequently discuss at the
dinner table.

Miss Packrr reports successful
work in her school.

Severan of the students were
present at the Uniontown institute.

Miss Anwa IlerTzoe spent a part
of Christmas vacation with friends
in Uniontown,

Dx. Noss has been visiting in
the eastern part of the state, espe-
cially in Philadelphia.

Mr. BrrenrweLr, 2 former stu-
dent vigited Californin, Dec. 20.

Pror. axp Mes. Brran left the
Normal Saturday, Dee. 15, not to
return until Dee. 29. Mrs. Bryan
went to her home in Brownsville,
where she spent a pleasant vaca-
tion. Prof. Bryan went to Union-
town to take charge of the ex-
hibit work, but joined Mrs. Bryan
during vaetion week. Prof. Bryan’s
classes were langht by some of the
Seniors, and Mrs. Bryan’s place in
the Reading Room was filled by
Miss Minnie MeMunn. They were
greatly missed by the students,
many of the other teachers being
away at the same time,

Miss Ly R. Rims, 83, isa high-
iy esteemed teacher in the Ililand
school, Pittsburgh.

Messes. ITumbert, Lewellen and
W. G. Gans, three Normalites,
were chosen member of the com-
mittee on permanent certificates at
the Fayette county institute.

e



10

Mothers’ darlings are but millc-sop heroes.

Qur Desires Versus {ur Posseseions.

Probably at no time in the world’s
history or in the slow development
of Christian civilization have the
words “money,” “wealth,” “riches,”
and their antithesis, ‘“poverty,”
been so freely in the mouth of the
people, or the principles which
shonid regulate the possession and
use of the one, and tend to curtail
and eliminate the other, been so
thoughtfully, earnestly considered
and discussed by those classes and
individnals to whom it is given to
interpret the truth to the people,
and to influence the destinies of the
nations. There is a species of
wealth, a source of treasure, too
much neglected in our day of mar-
velous material prosperity, a kind
of riches that is in danger of being
passed by, though it admits of in-
definite increase and promises a
sure return, The wealth measured
by stocks, bonds, and bauk aceounts,
even in the year of grace 1888, ig
absolutely limited in quantity, the
main eause of much of the present
social and industrial agitation being
merely the question of how it is to
be divided. But the riches of the
heart and of the mind, the wealth
ot character, is as houndless as the
glories of the universe, as real as
truth and love and beauty and wis-
dom; as preﬁnant with all peace
and joy and happiness as the invis-
ible world around us is teeming
with microscopic elements of life
in myriad forms. For what limit
is there to the reproductive power
and magnetic influence of noble
desires, generous aspirations, pure
and healthy tastes? One’s“wealth”
and one’s * possessions” are inter-
changeable terms, and in common
parlance qualities of mind or heart
are rarely counted among those
things which a man possesges; we
weredit” our friends with “ being
worth ” so many dollars, and forget
that this very expression of value
belongs of right to a world of spir-
itual and mental qualities and re-
lations,and that the happiest, freest,
worthiest, most valuable human be-
ing is not generally the one whose
will probates the largest amount ex-
pressed in dollars and cents. Aectnal
forgetfulness of the real worth of
noble desires, elevating tasteg, sim-

Ele pleasures, “plain living and
igh” thinking,” is one of the dan-
gers of our generation, and es-
peeially of onr great country. We
are constantly tempted to use false
measures of life's needs and sue-
cesses, to overestimate the things
whose value can be easily expressed
in figares, and to point our children
to those whose energies have been
exclusively directed to the accummn-
lation of this world’s miscalled
“goods,” not of this world’s solid
delights and pleasures. When St.
Paul admonished his spiritnal chil-
dren, 1,900 years ago, what things
to aspire to, what things to busy
themselves about, what things to
make the real aim of daily life, out-
side the neccessary drodgery for
daily bread, he gave them advice in
words so true, so noble, so broad,
that when a great English teacher
of our own time wished to lay
down for the “remuant,” who are
to save the “numbers” of our
modern civilization, a rule of con-
duct which should be explicit, and
vet wide enongh to inelude all hon-
est sonls, he used the very words of
the great Apostle to the Gentiles,
and advised those who wonid be
rich in mental power and physical
and moral health to busy them-
selves exclusively with ¢ whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever things
are honorable, whatsoever things
are just, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good re-
port; if there be any virtue, if there
be any praise, think on these
things.” After all, it is only our
desires, our wishes (from an old
German word which means pleas-
ures), our adrirations, that make
and mold us, that fashion the im-
mortal part of us, that measure our
value as human atoms in our rela-
tions and influences on other atowns,
that surround us with an atmos-
phere of either pure or fonl ussoci-
ations within which our little day
must ke lived out, that ultimately
make our happiness and the happi-
ness of those nearest us; for ““to he
truly happy is a question of how
we begin, not of how we end; of
what we want, not of what we have.
An agpiration is a joy forever, a
possession as solid as a landed es-
tate, a fortune which we can never

exhanst, and which gives ns, year
by vear, a revenue of pleasureable
activity. To have many of these
is to be spiritnally rich.”-—/Harper's
Bazar.

Manual Training in The Public Schools.

The question whether manual
training should be introduced into
the enrriculum of our public schools
is exciting an ever widening and
deepening popular interest. Tthas
already become a subject of discus-
gion in every teachers’ association
and school-beard in the country.
It i being answered in the affirma-
tive with a continnally increasing
frequency, and even where it may
be negatived for the time being it
is plain that there can pe only one
ultimate answer, and that in tavor
of those who advocate the gratify-
ing of this feature of our education-
al system. The two considerations
which have contributed most to re-
tard the rapid advance of the cause
are the supposed expense ol the
experiment, and the circumstance
that the great majority of the teach-
ing body are either actively or pas.
sively opposed to the whole project.
The latter consideration is,of course,
entitled to some weight. Dat we
must not lose sight of the fact that
great educational reforms have sel-
dom originated within, or received
active support from, the profession.
Indeed, they have usually had to
contend with the wmost bitter and
unreasoning opposition on the part
of all organized educational bodies.
# % Theintroduction of any new
element into an existing system
causes an immense amount of in-
convenience to those who have be-
come accustomed to the existing
routine, and it can safely count on
the bitter opposition of the majori-
ty of thoseill-affected by it, entire-
ly aside from its intrinsic merits.
# * The argument against the
feasibility of the proposed scheme
on the scoreof expense is one which
appeals, and should appeal, power-
fully to school-boards and tax-pay-
ers. Our schoole have become a
great burden, involving the expend-
iture ot more than one hundred
millions of dollars every vear. Any
proposition to increase this burden
shonld be carefully examined by all
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interested in the prosperity ot our
public-school system. * * Those
who favor the introduetion of man-
ual training into the public schools
maintain that the advantage which
will surely flow from it will far
more than eompensate the public
for even the maximum of expendi-
ture which the oppouents of the
system elaim must be made in order
to render it sufficient. * ¥ A
distinetion muszt be made, in the
first place, between manual and
industrial training. The former
implies atraining of the hand in the
fundamental operations underlying
all handierafts. The latter implies
preparation for some particular
trade or special manunal ealling.
The object of the former is primari-
ly edneational, though it ie not, of
course, any more than ordinary in-
tellectual training entirely without
practical relations. The object of
industrial training is immediately
praetical, and looks toward prepar-
g the boy for some epecifie ocen-
pation, like that of plumber or car-
penter. It is mannal training as
distinguished from industrial train-
ing that we wish to see introduced
into our public-school system. ¥

* Philadelphia has, in Girard
College, one of the largest orphan
asylums in the world, containing
now some 1,200 boys. According
to Stephen Girard’s will these boys
were to be apprenticed at thirteen
or fourteen to some trade. Of late
years this has been practically im-
poeible, owing to the decay of the
apprenticeship system. They have
kept the boys in the college until
they were fifteen or sixteen, and
had finished the school connected
with the college. Under the sys-
tem three-fourths of the boys went
into clerksbips, lawyers’ offices,
hook-keeping,and similar branches.
Three years ago, manual training
was introduced to a limited extent,
and now full half of the boys go
right into shops on leaving the col-
lege. In other words, all those
boys who have tastes for the hand-
icrafts are now enabled to follow
those tastes; and many a first-class
inventor and mechanic will now be
given to the world who, under the
old system, would have been a poor
counter-jumper or wretched copyist.
Two years ago the city of Phila-

delphia opened a manual training
high-school. It was done with some
fear and trembling on the part of the
anthorities. It is to-day a firmly-
established institution, with two ap-
plicants for admission where one
can be granted. It has created a
demand for the establishment of
similar schools in other parts of the
city. Tt has created a new interest
in the publie-school system, which
is showing itselt in the practical
way of increased appropriations.
The enthusiasm of the pupils in
their work is a0 great as to attract
universal attention,and many teach-
ers in different kinds of schools
visit it to learn the secret of such
success. © * The future of our
public educational system is firmly
bound up in, and dependent upon,
the future of manual training.  As
the latter succeeds, the former will
flourish. Let every friend ot the
public schools lend a hand in urg-
ing on this good work.—Andover
Review.

e ——
Movels and “The Greater Resolves of
Life.”

The English speaking world has
not yet outgrown the fashion, in-
herited from a Puritan ancestry, of
speaking of novels as frivolous, and
of their readers as light minded.
Therefore it is startling to findit
deliberately stated, by no less an
authority than a bishop, a bishop
of the Episcopal Church in Eng-
land—his lordship of Ripon, in fact
that the modern novel is growing
to be too serious and earnest—that
it goes too deep into subjects which
are not at all essential to the telling
of a story, like * Robert Elsmere ”
in relation to theology. “ The New
Antigone” in relation to religion,
and some of Tolstoi’s stories in re-
lation to Rnssian history and poli-
ties. Novels, says the bishop, are
meant to relax the mind, not to
string it up to the greater resolves
of life, and snch novels as these,
inetead of relaxing it, prolong into
the hours of relaxation all the anx-
ieties and doubts of the graver and
more responsible energies. The
bishop is probably a hard-working
man, with eares that weigh deeply
on his mind, who has a natural taste
for imaginative literature, but little

leisure to gratify it, and who wishes,
in that brief leisure, to have his
mind diverted and amused. Ile
therefore launches the general prop-
osition that novels should be light
and not serious. We all make sim-
ilar mistakes. We all mistake our
individual preferences for general
principles and strive to foree them
upon others. The things that we
like and the persons that agree with
us in liking them are the only lika-
ble things and persons, the things
we contemnn are contemptible, the
persons who like them range them-
selves among the contemptible.
Some of useven go sofar asto be
angry with others for not being an-
gry with the men with whom we are
angry. We quote glibly enough
the old proverb, De gustibus non
est disputandum, but we rarely ap-
ply it to our neighbor, only to our-
selves when we are questioned for
guestionable things., (ur meat,
we are sure, 18 meat, and we would
shove it down the throats of others
to whom it is poison. It can nottoo
often be repeated that though the
world as it is may not be the world
as it ought to be, it is infinitely bet-
ter than the world as any one of us
imagine it ought to be. The bishop
should bear in mind that the mass
of novel-readers are people who
read little else than novels, and who
would be benefited if they could be
brought to take an interest in the
larger and weightier affairs of life,
even though they might consider
they had been entrapped intodoing
so under pretense of amusement.
He should remember, also, that
many thoughtful peopleread novels,
not ag a simple relaxation, but in
order to find their own higher aimns
and aspirations refleeted there,
to cultivate their sesthetic impulses,
to- have nnfolded them a panorama
of the world and of society.—ZLip-
pincott’s Mapazine.

Tnr number of students in at-
tendance at the twenty-one univer- .
sities of the Gterman Empire last
winter was not far from 28,500,
Ot these, one-half were abount equal-
ly divided between theology and
law, and the other half divided be-
tween medicine and general educa-
tion in the proportion, nearly, of
three to four.

R R T
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The Literary Outlook.

The American reader and Amer-
can authors at the beginning of
every autumn season appear afresh
on the field, and the one eagerly
accepts whatever the others have to
offer. Itis in the publishers’ an-
nouncements that the new books
which arelikely to engage attention
may be found, and it is from a gen-
eral eurvey of these iists that the
literary activity of the leaders in
our native literature may be gaug-
ed. Much of the literary move-
ment is on the great lines of
thought, and there are a great many
tributaries to it which can not be
mentioned, though in the aggregate
they swell the volume of produc-
tion, but in both countries the not-
gble work of the season is appar-
ently more limited that ever. This
is not, however, a fair gauge of the
intelleetnal activity of the leading
minds of either country. As already
said, the periodicals are a fair indi-
cation of what the foremost minds
are thinking abont, and the tenden-
¢y is more and more to look to
tlJ;em for the “ streams of influence
that show where the lead of the
Anglo-S8axonand the Anglo- Amer-
ican mind lines. Moreand more, in
the quicker action of mind upon
mind, the magazine and the news-
paper are coming to absorb the ut-
terances of those who have some-
thing tosay. Nobody can wait to
put %is thought into a book before
he speaks it to the world, and the
resul}f); is that many books in the
first instance are given to the pub-
lic under the spur of impersonal
journalism or through the medium
of the great reviews. The hardship
of this tendency is felt in the pro-
duction of the best literature. No-
body can to-day follow the Hora-
tian maxim and keep his manusecript
long enough for its leaves to grow
yellow in his drawer. Every one
must strike while the iron is hot,
and the use of the file early and
late, which gave the Greek litera-
ture its exquisite finish, is sadly
lacking in the rough and ready lit.
erature of the day. The tendency
of all writing in our own time is
to the haste and waste that are the
curse of good style. Even so ex-
cellent a writer as Mr. Arnold,

whose earlier work was as fine as
that of “ Amiel’s Journal,” in the
hurry of his efforts to catch the
next number of the magazine, neg-
lected to put the finishing tonches
to his essays, and was caught in
the same toils that have marred the
work of most ot his contemporaries.
And yet the same rules hold good
to-day that held with Thueydides
and Horace, the rules that distin-
guish good work from poor, good
thought from thought imperfectly
set in words. The danger of mod-
ern letters is that literature shall be
like food thatis half cooked.— Ve
York Times.
—

Rducation azd Good Manners.

A keen observer of our young
men can not but be struck with
a tendency on the part of a great
many of them, at least, to disregard
the small courtesies of life—the in-
tangible yet very perceptible little
things that make the man a gentle-
man. Many persons contend that
outward manner is a secondary con-
sideration if the head is well
stocked with kanowledge, and that
if a young man has the faculty to
get on in the world it is a matter
of very little importance if his
manners do not model themselves
after a Chesterfield. That this idea
is prevalent is proved by the great
number of well-educated men—men
of ability and power—who, how-
ever, one would never accuse of
being gentlemen—who, clever and
with no lack of brains, are painfully
defici®nt in good breeding. Witgl
no intentional lapses, they are awk-
ward, bumptious, presuming, even
valgar. In most countries an edu.
cated man and a gentleman are al-
most synonymons terms. On this
side of the Atlantic they by no
means always belong to the same
man. Edueational advantages are
within the reach of all classes of
people—people who have the ben-
efit of no home training for their
manners, or any cultivated persons
among their acquaintances. One
fact is true all the world over, that
where, by some freak of natuore, a
man shows himself superior to his
own elass in intelligence and tal-
ents, he is never content to remain
on the lower stave of the ladder.

Many persons assert that the self-
made man is always the best. In
point of ability he proves without
donbt that he has that within him
which Dhas determined his fitness
for the place he has earned for him-
self. Dut beeause a wan Dy his
brains, energy, and pluck carves out
bis own fortune, putting himself
ina prominent position, is it not
very desirable that he should also
caltivate the courtesies of life, so
that his talents be not hidden by
roughness and an uncultured bear-
ing? DBecause a man is a suecess-
ful lawyer, it does not justify him
to eay that he can be his own tailor,
or that ill-fitting clothes, if belong-
ing to him and of his own malke,
are as suitable as those of a good
cut. So it is with the intellectual
giant who takes no heed of his
manuers. He may learn mueh from
less talented people, who are never-
theless his superiors in many things.
Desirable as it may be for young
men to shun the extravagance of
the wsthete, and to despise the
shams of society, they can not afford
to negleet the courtesies of lite;
and they do well who, while devot-
ing their energies to mathematics
and the classics, pay attention to
the eultivation in manners. It is
while young that manners are
mace; the most strenuvus efforts
will not remedy or eradicate in af-
ter life the gaucheries formed of
youth.— Zoronto Week.

————

Vassar CorLrce has just re-
ceived a scholarship of £6,000 from
Mr. Colvin Hauntington, of TFort
Seott, Kan., to provide for the edu-
cation in all coming time of his
descedants, or of those bearing the
Hauntington name,

—— ———

A New Roman Catholic college
has been opened at Tooting, Eng-
land. Singularly enough, 1t orig-
inated with two American priests
—oue from New York and the other
from Baltimore.— Christian Advo-
cate, Nashville,

Tne United States hag 164,000
publie schools and 215,000 saloons.
The former are among the best
friends of the nation, and the latter
among its worst enemies,
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Intellectual Wives.

Do intellectaal women make the
best partners for life? Emerson
says ‘it is not beanty that inspires
thedeepest passion;” and Jean Paul
Riehter declared that he would not
lead a woman into the matrimonial

neose whom it would not delight
to hear him read the learned re-
views of (Giottengen, or the uni-
versal German library, when they
sounded his praise, though it might
be in some degree exaggerated,
John Stuart Mill regarded the insti-
tution of marriage in its highest
aim and aspect as & “union of two
persons of cultivated faculties, iden.
tical in opinion and purposes, be-
tween whomn there exists that best
kind of equality, similarity of pow-
ers with reciprocal superiority in
them, so that one can enjoy the lux-
nry of looking up to the other and
can have alternately the pleasure of
leading and being led in the path of
development.” But other men of
genius have thought differently on
the subject. Tt is an oft-quoted
saying of Dr. Johnson, that “aman
in general is better pleased when
he has a good dinner on the table
than when his wife talks Greek.’
Racine had an illiterate wife and
was accustomned to boasttully de-
2lare that she could not read any of
his tragedies. Dufresny married
his Wasierwoman. (Goethe's wite
was & woman of mediocre capacity.
Heine said of the woman he loved,
‘She has never read a line of my
writings and does not even know
what a poet is.” Therese Lavas-
seur, the last flame of Rossean,
onld not tell the time of day.
‘How many of the wise and
earned,” says Thackeray, “have
narried their ecooks! Did not Lord
Kldon, himself the most pradent of
nen, make a ronaway match? Were
10t Achilles and Ajax both in love
vith their servant maids?” Seven
wndred people sat up all night to
«ee the beautiful Duchess of Ham-
Iton get in her carriage, but would
me in a thousand lose a wink of
leep to get a glimpse of the
earned wife of the pundit Yaina-
-alka, who discoursed with the Inu-
lian in Sanscrit on the vexed prob-
ems of life®—7he Iuterior.

DePaw Usivesiry never saw the
like hefore. More than 800 stu-
dents are already enrolled. The
number will reach 1,000 before the
year is out.

—————

Tur word coiner has already
found a nice new combination of
syllables to designate the death b
electric shock that the New Yorly{’
law now presecribes.
tos is the term.

———————

Rovving Cuarer, the Dartmouth
College building, so badly damaged
by fire a short time ago, was the
gift of the late Hon. Edward A.
Rollins of Philadelphia, and cost
$30,000.

e

Srropexts of the earth’s surface
will be anxious to see the huge
globe that is to be exhibited next
year in the Chamys de Mars, in
Paris. It will rotate properly on
an axig, and will be accurately con-
structed on ascale of one millionth.
Even at that it will be a tremend-
ous thing, and give considerable of
an idea of the appearance of the
world we live on.

—

In a day when of the making of
books there is apparently no end,
but in which there are so few book-
makers who do not canse weariness
and vexation of spirit, it is refresh-
ing and consoling to turn from a
titerature of sugar and water, or
of delirous passion, to the ancient
wells of English undefiled,and draw
from their clear yet infinite depths
reviving draughts of strength and
sweetness. It is this thought and
feeling which, as time goes by, is
making Shakespeare more and more
the mental Mecea and intellectual
shrine of reading people, wha, like
travelers that have seen all the
countries of the globe, find in them
all nothing that equals the scenes
that had met them at the outset of
their journey.

B —

Mz. Rmer Iaccarp is by no
means a toiler in a garret. The
sixth son of *Squire William Hag-
gard, of Dradenham—a place which
has been in the family for four gen-
cratipns—he married a Norfolk

Electrothana-

(heiress and so became possessed,in !

right of his wife, of the manor of
Ditchingham, on the edge of the
Bath Hills. Here he writes in a
pleasant corner-room of the charm-
ing old house,which is overrun with
Banksia roses, clematis and jesa-
min; and here, at its door, he may
be seen in jacket and knickerbock-
ers of brown tweed, soft felt hat,
thick-knitted stockings, and service-
able boots; and between his lips a
blackened briarwood pipe. His
home is tull of beautifu! and curi-
ous things.

Tre story of Tolstoi’s life and
explanation of his religious teach-
ings by Archdeacon Farrar, which
appeared in the October Forum,
will be followed by a review of
Tolstoi’s religion more in detail. A
desire has been expressed by man
readers of the Forum tor Archdea-
con Farrar to explain precisely
wherein Tolstol’s interpretation of
the teachings of J esusr?ails; and in
a correspondence by cable he has
consented to write again and is now
preparing the second article. Car-
dinal Manning has likewise written
an article, which will soon appear
in the Forum, on the teaching of
religion in public schools. This
essay, by so high a Catholic author-
ity, will appear before the discus-
sion of the subject, which has re-
cently been so sharply revived in
several parts of the IETnited States,
shall have been ended.

—————————— e

A correspoNDENT of the Nortk-
western Railroader advances a cu-
rious theory for the increasing prev-
alence of floods and rain storms.
He says that there are over 30,000
locomotives in nse in North Amer-
ica, and estimates that from them
alone over 53,000,000,000 cubie
yards of vapor are sent into the at-
mosphere every week, to be return.-
ed in the form of rain, or over 7,-
000,000,000 cubic yards a day—
“quite enongh,” he says, ‘“to pro-
duee a good rainfall ” every twenty-
four hours. Estimating the num-
ber of other non-condensing engines
in use as eight times the nnmber of
locomotives, the total vapor thus
projected into the air every week
in this country amounts to over
470,000,000,000 cubic yards.
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Never sound the trumpet of your own fame.

Practical Philanthropy.

Philanthropy is the dynamies of
Christianity—that is to say, it is
Chivistianity in action. Christianity
minus philanthropy is not Chris-
tianity at all. Preventive philan-
thropy antieipates harm and stops
it. This is the best kind of phi-
lanthropy. A tew illustrations may
muke the meaniug of this kind of
philanthropy clearer. It is meri-
torious to Luild hospitals and re-
fortnatories. It 1s far better to
ditninish the need of these institn-
tions. Child labor is a cause of
poverty, disease, and crime. To
abolish child labor, to replace it by
intellectual, moral, and industrial
training, to restrict the labor of
young people within the limit pre-
seribed by physiology and hygiene,
to pass laws compelling employers
to fence in dangerous machinery,
and to watch over the enforcement
of these lawes—all this is philan-
thropy of a higher type. Charity
orgunization gocieties are excellent,
but far better is philanthropy which
keeps men and women from be-
coming paupers. DPreventive phi-
lanthropy makes less noise in the
world and builds fewer visible mon-
uments to gratify pride than posi-
tive philanthropy. Tt also implies
a watchful love to foresee evil. It
requires a higher degree of self
rennneciation. It is the kind of
phitanthropy especially commended
by Christ. It acts not for the
praise of men, It passes often un-
scenl by men, and, when péreeived
is frequently little admired. In-
deed, philantbropy of this kind
ofte.: brings eurses from men rather
than blessings. The history of
Iingli-h, labor, during the first fifty
vears of this century offers a good
iltustration.  Men, women, and
children were heing consmned in
the mannfacturing establishments
af Great Britain,  I'lesh and hlood
were turned into bright gold by
long, weary hours in over-heated,
poorly ventilated factories, or in
niines  nnderground.  Accidents,
casily preventible, were of daily
oceurrence. Now, only praise was
meted out to those who built hos-
pitats and doled out alms to the
hutnan retuse of the iines and
tactories, but when Christian men

stepped forward and said, *The
strong arm of the law must protect
children who c¢an not help them-
selves, and the indnstry of Lngland
must cease to destroy human beings
and to tarn out human refuse on
gociety; cannabalism shall exist no
longer in England,” then these
men took upon themselves a cross
indeed, the cross of a long and bit-
ter fight against the hosts of Mam-
mon. As philanthropy ought to
aim, first of all at prevention, so it
should give chief attention to chil-
dren. Where these have no home,
one should be provided, and no
pains shonld be spared to supple-
ment the work ot the homes.  Chil-
dren can not protect themselves
against parents who refuse to ful-
fill their duty. The strong arm of
the law must protect then, and law
must be supported by Christian
effort.  Voluntary agencies should
co-operate with public agencies to
save children and to diminish the
field of repressive philanthropy.
Positive Philanthropy aims to cure
existing evils. It enters after the
harm is done and attempts, so far
4s may be, to nndo it. It gathers
up the tragments that nothing fur-
ther may be wasted. It leaves the
ninety and nine sheep in the fold
and goes after the one lost sheep.
It is a sacred duty to do this, and
the superiority of prevention to
care must not detract from the
zlory of men who are engaged in
this kind of work.— Zke Chavtau-
Guan.

After All, What is Poetry?

In an article of that enticing
kind which invites without attempt-
ing eriticism, Mr. Williams has
propounded the question always
new and old, yet never sufficiently
answered Decause constantly alter-
ing its formnla to suit the times—
the question which agitated Pope
and Dryden eqgually with Coleridge
and Wordsworth: What is poetry!?
In a lyric like the ©“ Ode to a Night-
ingale” there is evident to the philo-
sophic reader that metaphysical
ingairy coneerning the “tc be or
not tobe ** which his eye is in search
of; for the emotional reader there
is sentiment and passion—1nore re-
fined than he may be accustomed

to in prose romances—but still
warm and laxurious; for the relig-
ious reader there is abundant yearn.
ing after the life that is not; and
the ethically inclined may discover
the honesty of purpose and high
morality ot tone which are the
objects of his ingniry. DBut if
we attempt to define the charm of
this poem, which has been called
the most exquisite production of
Euglish Iyrical verse, do we look at
it fromn either of these sides? Do
we feel the impress of its philo-
sophic more than its emotional ele-
ment? Is the ethical the thing
which makes it forever a joy? Ilave
we got from it nothing but relig-
ions aspiration, the longing for a
better existence beyond the “ world
unseen?’”  Kyidently there is some-
thing else than these which consti-
tute the pleasure and Dlenefit of
reading such a song. It is the
beauty, the summing up of all the
constituents; the pervading atmos.
phere formed ot natnre, art, and
thonght which makes it a poem;
and it is the intensity of these three
which muakes it a great poem. To-
etry, then, wonld seem to be an ex-
pression of the beautiful poetically
—that iz, in rythm—with no
thonght of the moral or philosoph-
ical or emotional; because if any
one of those elements, where all
are equally represented, predomi-
nates over the other, the work pro-
duced ceases to Dbe poetry and be-
cowmes an expression of philosophie
or moral or some other truth. * In-
finite symbolism belongs to all na-
ture,” says GGeorge Eliot, and if the
poet recreates symething beantitul
out of the abounding life of nature
he performs at the same time the
office of woral, philosophic and
emotional teacher. His part in the
great scheme is the seizure of new
beauty, interpretable in song, out
of the ever-thronging images of
trath which nature presents to his
eve. Miracles are not the infrac-
tions of law—they are new com-
binations of its material; and these
having been the medinm of inter-
pretation from the earliest times.
the poet eontinunes to perform and
exhibit them, only with the cleare:
exposition with which the verse
avails him. He must be a seer
but his seeing is concerned with
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the mystery of beanty, which is
his only avenue of approach to
the infinite,

—_——— e ———

“The Diary ¢of Frederick.”

As that clear-sighted German,
Oswald Ottendorfer, notes, there is
nothing to disturb any lover ot
(rerman unity in the printed diary
of the Emperor Frederick. Tt isa
lnminous page in history — the
thoughts and observation of a wise
prinee npon the gravest events —
even the inception and building of
an empire. There is no word of
scandal, misrepresentation, mean-
ness; not a line of innuendo. A
breezy, wholesome sincerity per-
vades the book, and the reader feels
that the author wrote what he knew
or Dbelieved to be true. Nor is
there aught that an Ameriean
reader would regard as a reflection
upon Bismarck. Everywhere and
in all respects the Emperor does
justice to the great Chancellor—to
his patriotism, humor, high spirit,
audaeity, his love of Germany, his
absolute devotion to Prussia and
the King. No statesman could
crave a gentler or more appreciative
eritic than Dismarck finds in the
imperial historian. There is one
legend which falls forever—the leg-
end that in these transcendent, em-
pire-creating events, the old Kaiser,
his son, and the German princes
were 80 many Bismarck puppets,
with no will but as his faney ani-
mated them. This is the current
Bismarck legend—a kind of dog-
ma of Bismarckian infallibility,
which faithful Germans are sup-
posed to believe. We learn now
its absurdity, that it never existed,
and in these pages we see that the
old Emperor, his son, and the Ger-
man princes were strong minded,
aceomplished men, with ideas of
their own, and that Frederick es-
pecially had rare gifts and a com-
manding will. This will be a reve-
lation to the German mind. But it
is & part of the history of the mo-
mentous days. Why avoid it with
hesitancy and stspicion? DBetween
Frederick and the Prince there
were differences. But the wisest
men differ. Washington and Jef-
ferson, Jaekson and Henry Clay,
Lincoln and Horatio Seymour,

among our venerated statesmen,
were ag far apart as the antipodes.
Frederick be%eved in German loy-
alty based upon German freedom;
the Prince, in blood and iron.
Surely, in these years of light, that
may be a debatable question. It is
no disparagement to Bismarck to
have differed with him upon mat-
ters of high imperial policy; and
no German can read this diary
without honoring alike Emperor
and Minister. In the German pan-
theon there is room for the Em-
peror and the statesman. England
has a place for William the Deliv-
erer as well as Williars the Con-
queror, France exalts alike Rich-
elien and Roland, and Germany
will in time, without taking a lanrel
from the Bismarck wreath, revere
in the Emperor Frederick the one
govereign in these later centuries
worthy to be remembered with
Marcus Aurelins.

The Widening Razgs of Fiction

When Richardson, Fielding and
Defoe were fathering the Knglish
novel one hundred and fifty years
ago no one could have suspected
theimportarce that the new literary
form was to acquire, or that its
range could ever be so extended as
it has since become. Notwithstand-
ing their seeming incongruities,
which make us blush in readin
“ Pamela,” “Tom Jones,” an§
“ Peregrine Dickle,” those early
novels were written © to correct fol-
lies and regulate morality,” doubt-
less compelled to adopt such motive
in order to make their success as-
sured. This has always been the
characteristic of the English novel.
Mr. Taine,in his * History of Eng-
lish Literature,” wearies us with
his eonstant complaint that in the
works of all our novelists art is
sacrificed for the sake of morality,
a sacrifice that no Frenchman can
understand. Here, however, lies
the superiority of the English over
the I'rench character, that public
opinion compels fiction to enter the
service of what is of highest import-
anee, and resolutely refuses to re-
ward any high praise or great sue-
cess to an author whose writings
are below the national standard of
purity. DBut the English novelist,

while retaining his early office of a
censor of follies and a teacher of
morality and vastly improving it,
has shown an increasing tendency
to enlarge his sphere of action and
influence. Walter Scott led the
way by making fiction teach histo-
ry, and reproduce the manners and
customs of the Middle Ages. Dick- -
ens has used the novel toattack ex-
isting social abuses, and to extol the
pure joys of domestic life; Thackery
to hold up to unutterable scorn the
vices and meannesses of his time.
George Eliot has made it the vehi-
cle for the most subtle analysis of
human motive and character. In
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin » Mrs. Stowe
has shown how it may be used to
aronse public sentiment to the con-
sciousness of a great national evil.
Kingsley has reproduced in fietion
the philosophical and theological
conditions of the fifth century,
while Lew Wallace has even carri-
ed us back to the earliest days of
Christianity and made us familiar
with Roman and Judean customs.
“The Marble Faun” has made us
acquainted with modern Rome,
*“ Romola” with Florence in the
time of Savonarola, and when anew
continent, like Africa, begins to
have a civilization of its own, we
will shortly have some Rider Iag-
gard making it the scene of a ro-
manee, and acquainting us with its
people and their customs. And
now we have “Robert Elsmere”
attempting the work of historical
eriticism, and in the formof a popu-
lar novel making the attack upon
current Christianity which only
philosophy could have undertaken
a generation ago. Fach of these
musters has a score of imitators,
with the result that fiction now ex-
tends its range over nearly the
whole department of human life,
It is evident that while thus widen-
ing its range fiction has done a great
work in promoting education and
culture among the people, a work,
indeed, which no other branch of
literature could have done— Proo-
tdence Journal.

Prmaverrnia boasts an attend-
ance of 100,000 pupils at her pnlilie
schools, this year, and still 3,000
children ean not he admitted for
lack of room in some of the wards,
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Dr. Epwarp Brooks will begin
a week’s special instruction at the
California Normal, May 20.

Sver. X. Z. Sxyprk, of Reading,
will devote an entire wecek, eom-
mencing June 3, at the Culifornia
Normal, to the practical work of the
school room. On methods and de-
vices Dr. Suyder is not excelled.

Miss Axxa M. Powzry, class of
*87, is very snccessful in her teach-
ing at Homestead, Pa.

Tue Christian Association which
meets every Sabbath cvening in the
public parlor, expect to observe the
week of prayer; already leaders
have been appointed for every
evening. There are many ener.
getic members in the Associaiion,

Mg. DBracksury, the newly-
elected representative in the legis-
lature from Westmoreland county,
vigited us recently. Ile observed
all the different departments and
appeared pleased and interested.
He was formally presented in
chapel, where he made a lengthy
speech fon education, in which he
stated views very favorable to nor-
mal schools. This was followed by
a talk by -Dr. Noss on Manual
Training. 1le explained the sub-
jeet fully, and spoke of the opin-
ions of our leading eduecators on
the subject. It seems very likely
that before long all the large
gchools will have this department
added.

Tae legislature will be asked at
the coming session to introdace
manual training into the public
schools of the State. To this end
an appropriation will be recom-
mended for the erection of a suit-
able building at each State Normal
School for the use of classes in
manual training.

Mmis Eve C. Downer, 86, a
student in Cot. Parker’s Normal
school is spending her holiday va-
cation at her home in Monongahela
City. Col. Parker speaks in warm
praise of Miss Downer’s work as a
student,

TracHERs, aim at culture for
your pupils rather than aceumula-
tion. Measure your success by
the helpfnl impulses given to your
pupils’ minds rather than by pages
in a book. The highaim of teach.
ing is not the pouring in of facts but
the evolation of thought.

Syupr. B, W, Prex, 79, was one
of the instruetors at the ITunfing-
don county institute early in De-
cember, Ileis an earnest, fluent
speaker, and a man of progressive
views In education.

Pror. W. 8 Jackyax, 77, of the
Pittshurgh High school. has been
requested to read a paper on City
Training Schools, hefore the Na-
tional Meeting of Superintendents,
at Washington, D. €., next March.

Thg re-union of Califernia stu-
dents at the Fayette county insti-
tute was an unusally interesting
one. 1. W. McDonald, Ksq., de-
serves credit for arranging skill-
fully and well for the oceasion.

Ture California, Pa., State Nor.
mal is a thoronghly live and pro-
gressive school.  Next gpring term
will be especially valuable. Teachers
in this part of the State wounld do
well to send for catalogne and eir-
culars to the Prinecipal, Theo. B.
Nosg, Ph. D

Mise Luey 8. Jlerrzoc, a student
in the Cleveland Medical College,
is spendiug her holiday vacation at
her home, 1n California,

It will payteachers tospend next
spring term at the California, Pa.,
State Normal Sehool. The term
will be of great value to every live
teacher.

Tue following teachers in last
spring’s epecial methods cluss are
located as follows: Miss Ella Me-
Clare in Connellsville, Miss Lizzie
Morgan in Monongahela City, Miss
Luella Meloy in Pennsylvania I'e-
male College, Miss Anna Powellin
Homestead, Miss Anna Ruple in
Washington, Miss Clara Worces-
ter in Pittsburgh, Mr. Harry Fisher
in Greensburg High School, Mr.
A. L. Hamilton at Fort Collins,
Colorado, and Mr. Grant Kendall
in a principalship in Allegheny
county.

Tuw Fayette county institute is
reported to have been an interest-
ing and profitable one. Dr. Brooks
and Prof. Darst were the leading
instructors. The Normal was rep-
resented by Misses MacPlierson and
Ruff, Mrs. Bryan, and Profs. Hert-
zog and Bryan.

riNcivarn, W, D. Cusnmveiua,
of the West Newton schools, paid
the Normal a weleome visit holiday
week.

Mr. Wiraor Conniys, 83, made
a flying visit to his friends ut this
place on Christmas day. Mr. C. s
teaching near Duena Vieta, Alle-
cheny eounty.  ITe 13 brother-in-
iaw of Mr. Geo, M. Fowles of the
olasy of T38.

Lesson on a Horse.

I'or what nsed ?

Name the different parts

ITow nuny joints in each leg?

How does exch joint work?

Naume the different kiuds
Jjoints.

Each pupil navie a eolor of some
Liorse that he basg ceen.

flave cach to pick out from
among different colors of paper
or sticks the color he has named.

D. & Hicne, Juuior Class.
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_-ﬁhat’.r’When, and_wherié.i

We live amid relatives, and we
naturally inguire, What am [?
What ave the things singing around
me?  What is it that moves me to
think, to will,and to fell¥ OramI
a fleeting dream?  What can help
me to explain the = whatness ™ of
‘myseif?  When shall T solve the

mystory of my existence?  Wien
shall my life-miesion be settled
upon, once for all? - Where do

my possibilities Lecome most avail-
able? When do our personal re-
spousibilities reach their grandest
proportions and when ghould we
explore the seerets of our own
hearte? Hleream 1? On the sca
of hunman life who ean tell the
latitade and longitude of my per-
sonul being? I iry to explain the
centre of theugh and lite.  What
key shall nuleek snch doors¥(S. Y.)

—

- Character.

“ Charscter ig to a man what the
fiywheel 1s to the engine,” for by
its foree it earries him through
times of temptation and trial, and
leads him safely through many tn-
multe,

A an of good reputation is not
neeessarily a man of good character,
for character is what o oman s,
while repntation iz what he s
thought 1o be.

We onrselves make onr charne-
ters, and lct us make those that
we will not be ashamed of.

fln‘ﬁp}‘r nf- d'ﬁigﬁaﬁmf&ﬁi—_ Charity Tfield of répreanit:e p}li]aﬁ{ﬁ-;rﬁ{gﬂ‘|pheré Tormed of natnre. art,
organization societies are excellent, | Positive Philanthropy aims to cure|thought which makes it a ;;oem-
but far better is philanthropy which | existing evils. It enters after the|and it is the intensity of these three

Teens men and women from be-]harm is done and attempts, so far | which muakes it a ereat noem.  Po-




