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Calendar 
Important Note: Events listed here are s ecijcally gay 
or of intercst to a lot of lcsbigaypeople, P fyou know of 
an cvcnt that should bc listcd hcrc, plcasc gct thc info 
to us by the 20 th  of thc month. For out of town cvcnts, 
call a day or two bcforc to c o n j m  that it  is still on; 
mistakes can occur and circumstances can changc a t  the 
last momcnt. AIro, plcasc notc our c-mailaddrcss!From 
CompuServe ,  7 0 4 3 1 , 1 6 2 2  or f r o m  In tcrnc t  
7043 l . l 6 2 2 @ c o m  uscrvc. com 
S ~ D  5-BRIDGES FESTIVAL CANCELLED!!!!! 
~ e p  6-Pittsburgh Labor 
Day Picnic I la.rn. ril l 7 p.n1. 
at rhr s),acious Nor th  I'ar-k 
Lodge. 1)J 1)ancing (regular K: 
co~rntry/\vrsre~r~i-in rwo scpa- 
ratc arcas), all-yc~n-c~n-c;lt menu 
of traditional picnic Fo11c1 ancl 
snacks, vc.nclon. VoIIcyball '~ncl 
horscsli~xs. ( :arniv~l-tyi,~.gamL.~ 
o f  fun, chancr and \kill. 1500 
attr~iciccs ~xp~crcc ! .  h4'1p i s  on 
back of tickrts. I'LI~ on by I ' i t t s -  
burgh '1-avrrn (;~rilcl, p ~ ) r t i ~ ~ n  of 
tickrtdonations brncfirs Ianbcla 
Fo~rndation/l30rclli AII)S F~ lnd .  
Tickets: S14 d~)narion in ad- 
vance, X20 at the garc (Nonrc- 
f ~ n c l a h l ~ ) .  ( :all (X l4)45(7-3674 
(in Eric) i f   yo^^ wanr ro pick u p  
aclvance rickcth Iocallv. or orclcr 

15206. Advancr tickrts wil l  bc availablr also at most 
I'irral1urg11 gay bars up until rhc night bcfi)rr, plus Saint 
F,Irno'.\ Ilookstorr, Jazi's anci other 1'ittsburg1i gay & 
Ic.\l>iati bmsinrssrs. Fcstivitics don't r n d  ~ 1 ~ 1  picnic is 
ovcr, brcausr bars and cl~lbs wil l  havr afrcr-picnic 
aprcials. 
-Sep 9-Leonard Bernstein's 75th A&E 9 

p.111. and 1 a.m. A salute to r h C  late gay composer and 
conductor 1'11 the 75th annivrrsary o f  h i s  birrh, wirli 
111~1sicaI p,rfi)rmanct.s at thr Lincoln Crntcr in New 

York. 
tSep 10-Men's Coffee- 

house Acrivc, hands-on 7anws and 
tuwrn dinner (l>ring a disk ro pass). 
Unitarian Univcrsalisr Congrega- 
tion, 71HONcw I'crry Highway (Rtr. 
97) Eric. Starrs at 7 >.m. 
-Sep 10-only kurnan: sex 

( ) n  'TL.( 1, H p.m. Ex >lorcs scvrral 
sexuality issucs, incluc I ing men who 
don't wear condoms and the idca 
that homosrxuality can or slitruld bt, 
"currd." 
-Sep 10- 12-Leather Three 

Weekend at Jones Pond An- 
gelica NY, gay mcn's campground. 
Info (716)567-8100. 
Sep 1 1-5th Annual Ohio Les- 
bian Festival 1 I am - midnight at 
Frontirr Ihncl i ,  Kirkc.rsvillc, OH. 
Music, arts & crafts, drumrnitig 
circle, food and raffle. Work cx- 

Calendar - turn to page 3 

Pink Sands Productions presents Susan Herrick in Erie on October 8 
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Ad Rates 
Uusinesses and Sponsors! Show your support and 

reach Erie's lesbipy community direcrly! Advertising 
space is now available in all issues for just $20 for an 
eighth page ad, $35 L,r aquartcr page ad, and $65 for 
a half page acl. Write rhc adcjress above or call our 
Advertising Ilirectc~r at (814) 455-0549 for further 
derails! 

Statement of Purpose 
-Fhc purpc 'sc of' Eric G/!y C I I N ~ N I U ~ ~ ~ ~  A'rluslcttrr is 

to scrw as a voice f ( ~ r  I~d>i;ins, bih~xuals, gay rncn atid 
w r  frierids & faarnilics in tlic Eric area. Wt. wish this 
~itwslerrcr to bc a source of information, support and 
affi~.marirm. W e  also see EGCNas a vehicle for crlcbra- 
tion of the gc,odncss a11d cliversiry of [lie lesbian, gay 
and bisexual cornniunitics. E G C N  is a cooperative 
cffort between Iesbigay groups atid individuals to help 
our cornrnunity develop and thrive. 

In This Issue ... I 
Cnlemiar .............................. .; ......... 1 
Sbnl.cn~cnl. of Pwposc?. ........................... 2 

................................... Ecfi(,on'rd Polic!l .2  
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Subscribe or make a 
$$$ contribution to 

Erie area's own 
lesbigay newsletter 

today! 
EGCN 

Erie P A  16508-3063 

Editorial Policy 
We will considcr for puhlicario~i any material 

which broadens r.)ur ulidrrstar~di~igofour lifcstylcs and 
each other. Views and opinions appraring in this 
newsletter d o  nor necessarily rcprcsenr those of the 
staff nor those of thc cc~rnpoticrit groups. 

We will not publish any material which promotes 
hatred o r  discrimination o11 the hasis of scxrlal orien- 
tation, race, gender, religion, age, class, physical ability 
or any other rcason. Wc do not support cxploitatioli of 
mltiors. 

All materials submitred must be signed so we can 
contact thc. authors should wc tired tc.) corisider edito- 
rial revisiolis. H o w ~ v r r ,  within thr  pages of the news- 
Iettcr, articles may appear anonymously, upon request, 
and srricr confidcnriality will he observed. Ifyou wish 
rn have your full name publisliecl, you must send a 
wrirren and signed note rhar gives us permission to do 
st.). This publication will ~ i o r  "our" a~iyr-'~ic. 

W e  wrlconir and all rcaders to submit 
ncws for publicatio~i and t o  sliart. your comments, 
criticisms, and p~)sitive feelings with us. 

Materials slio~rld be srnr to: H X N ;  1 ' 0  Ilox 
3063; Eric, I'A 16SOX-3063. Call (814) 456-9833 for 
more in formarinn. Email: ConipuServc: 7043 1 ,  1622. 
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Entertainment Notes 
HIK) will he showing A n d  the Band Pkzyed 
On during rlir month o f  Seprtv-riber. T h r  
mr& is adaptrd from I h d y  Shilts' 630-page 
account of tlir early days o f  the AIDS epi- 
demic. and rlir government dithering char 
allowed i r  to spread so quickly. Shilrs was 
consulted during and aftrr the prc~duction of 
tlie movie, and rrporrs rhar he is pleased with 
rlic final producr, including its portrayalofthe 
gay curiirii~~~iiry. Appeasing in the rnovir arc. 
Ailarrliew R4ocline, I.ily Tomlin, Iiichard (';err, 
Alan Alda, Anjclica H uston, I$.[). Wong, 
Swoosic I<urrz, Srrvc h4arti11, and Gletine 
Htadly. Tlicy and rhr producc.rs d r h e  rnovic 
have agrecd t o  rusn tIic.ir salarirs from the 
movie ovrr to AIDS cqanizatiotis, and H H O  
will match rhr amount. 911 1 8 p.m.; 9/14 9 
a.m.&Xp.m;9/174:3Op.m.;9/19 1:3Oa.m.; 
9 /22  12 p.m. & l1:30 p.m.; 9/26 10 p.m. and 
9 /30  3: 15 p.m. 

111 time f i ~ r  the football scasnn, 1)iscovery will 
be airing Quarterback Princess, starring Hclen 
Hunt .  Ir's t l i r  stcvry o f a  girl who shakes up a 
ro\v11 W I I ~ I I  slit make.\ i t  ontc.) tlie high school 
foc.~rball team and rLlns for hcrmtconii~ig~~uccn.  
Intcrcstilig s r u f f a b o ~ ~ t  S ~ X  rolt.s. 911 1 1 p.m., 
911 5 6 p.m. CI: 2:35 a.m., 9 /27  1 p.m. 

Scheduled 6,r relrasr in Octc,hzr is th r  movie 
Even Cowgirls Get the Blues, adapted from 
T o m  Kobbins' Irskiari-is11 tiovel of rhz samr 
name. k.d. kzngwill b r  doing the soutldrrack. 

Lizzie Bordon's is now making Wednesdays 
Country Night. There will be a I)] and a 
coulitry dancr insrructor 9:3O ro I I .  Yet*-hall! 

The Crying Game will air o ~ i  Pay-I'er-Vicw 
from Sept 7 - 22, clwck listings for rirnrs. 

According t o  Shomrrrsr, gay-frieridly counrry 
singer Garth Brooksmay brapyearing clvse tc, 
here in tlie near hlrurr. Keep an eye out and 
then ger your rickrrs ri h t  away, 'causc they're 
b o u n ~ i  to go fast! + 

Calendar, cont'd from page 1 
chatigr available. I'resented by the Lesbian Husiness 
Association. +*LRA Festival, Attn Kelley Sargen t, 1 ' 0  
B o x  02086, Colurnhus O H  43202 4(614)267-DYKE 
tSep 1 1-HUGS East Homecoming Dance 

Mrntor O H .  "Kings and Queens to be Crowned!" 
8pm-midnight. East Shore UU Church, 8181 S. Cen- 
ter Strert (Kt. 6 15). $5 (more if you can, less if you 
can't). Info (2 16)974-8909. 
tSep 1 1-Thelma & Louise Showtime 2:30 a.m. 
Sep 12--Cleveland: 15th Annual "We Are 
Family" Picnic Wildwood Water I'ark, Columbia 
Sration (.)H. 3.000-5,000 rxpectrd. 1)aticing (regular, 
scluart, orher), games, sll~.~ws, picnic, free beer & pop, 
warcrsliclcs, paddleboar, rnix ofproplr 8c environ- 
ments. "We I 1  have the wliolr park to ourselves." Call 
Clevc~larid's (:;a sbiati Hotlilir at (216)781-6736. 
~ S e p  12- P leveland: Dyke Games in the 

Park At 2 p.m. in Lakcwood I'ark on Lakr Ave. and 
Ikll. Ilsilig own gloves, rackets and balls- laying 
softball, vi-)lleyball, tennis, erc. I'ot luck picnic /' ollows, 
bring dish to pass and your owti table setting, plus 
sc~rnethir i~ tu grill. (2 16)961-8402 or (2 16)961-5023 

~ S e p  12-Cleveland: Liberation United 
Church of Christ Firsr service for new congregation 
senling thr  gayllrsbian community. Call (216)781- 
5822. 
Sep 12-Buffalo: Boat Cruise 6 3 0  rilY:30 p.m., 
boarding time 6:00, at Miss Huffalo Hoat Dock, Erie 
Hasin hilariria, tiear Huffah Auditorium. (.:ash bar, hot 
dogs available at 5:30. Tickets $5, t l ~ ~ ~ ' w p i n g f i s t s n  bu 
>w7 in diwnrr!  I'ut crti by ( b y  and Lesbiari Yout i: 
Services. Call (7 \6)X55-0221 o r  write I90 Fraliklin St, 
Ihffalo NY 14202 . 
~ S e p  12-Youngstown: Comedian Karen 

Williams African-American lesbian comic will per- 
form ar rhe Youngstown Coffeehouse, First Unitarian 
( : h ~ ~ r c h ,  corner Elm a d  Illinois, at 6:30 p.m. For inFo 
(21 6)545-l626. 
~ S e p  12-Buffalo: Champagne Brunch for 

Life Memorial Park (AIDS Memorial Park) At 
Zip x.rs I h r ,  884 Main Srreet Isr  floor. Noon-3 p.m. 
-$ep 12-Rochester NY: Gay Days at Sea 

Breeze Amusement Park h t t  on by (;ay Alliance 
of I<oclicsrer 
~ S e p  13-Only Human: Sex 8 p.m. atid 2 a.m. 

(Listings on this are conrradictoryso check for yourself). 
4 e p  15-Rosh Hoshanna Services I n  Huffalo 

ar Unitat-ian (.:hurch, corner of Elmwocd and West 
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Ferry at 8 pm. Followcd by an Onrg. I'resented by the 
[{uffal l~ Jewish L.sbian (;roup. In6.1 (716)X77-6094. 
rSep 15 & 16-Rosh Hoshanna Services 

(::licvrci'Tikva.Wc~d: I)i1incr6:30 p.m.,sc.rvicesat8:30 
p.m. Thurs: 10:30 a.m., luncheon 1:30 p.m. Unitarian 
Sucicty. (:lcvclan~i Hc i  ~ l i t s ,  call (216)932-5551 
rSep 17-~anhahn011 ~ ~ ' l ' a t  10 p m .  Wc ldy  
All tn play5 a corncily writer who's got Arlings for a 
schoolgirl (boy, tlicrc's a stretch!) and an intellectual 
woman Iiearrr his agr. jMcryl Strcrp plays his ex, who 
is getting in  tc~ucli with bri l l  a lesbian. 
Sep 17-Depeche ~ocke in Concert in Pitts- 
burgh at (:ivic Arena. For tickets ((4 12)333-SEAT. 
rSep 17-Firing Line Special Debate "Re- 

solved: We Need Not Fearfhe Christian Right" 
WQI  .N-'I 'V 9- 1 I p.111. Willi;lni t;. l i uck l~y ,  11. 
tllc team arguing in  fivor o f  tlic rcsolurioli wliilc t l l r  
opp)sition is licadcd hy Ira (;lasscr. rxccutivc director 
o f  t l i r  Amrrican C iv i l  Libc.rtics U n i o ~ i  (A(:LU) 
rSep 17- 19-Fantasy Weekend at Jones 

Pond I n  Angelica NY, gay men's canipground 
(716)567-8100. 
Sep 18-Leah Zicari in Concert at Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Erie At 8 p.m. 
Enjny an evening o f  lesbian- and gay-affirming rnrcr- 
taitimcnt by this nat io~~al ly  know~ i  recording artist. 

( "A triumphant courtroom drama. Sizzles wlth fun, 

I excitement and brilliant performances." 
. C Y I B . r n  k v o n P o *  

Lrah's tapeswill be for salr at the concert, for those who 
want to keep on enjoying her tunes after the coIicert 
ends. At the Unitarian Univrrsalist (:hurcli, 71 80  New 
Perry Highway (Rtc. 97). Tickets are $8 ( I f  you're 
planni~ig CII~ goin to the Susan Herrick concert on Oct. 
8, buy both ill a 'f vancr and pay only $16; but order by 
Scpt. 9). T o  order in advance scnd chtzk payable tn 
"cash" to I'ink Sands, Suitc 123, 21 1 5  W. 8th Street, 
Erie I'A 16505. Seating is l im i t rd  so nct now to I-esrwe 
pur tickets! I'ut on by Pink Sands I'roductioris. 
' ~ S e p  18-Lesbian Moms' Support Group at 
Presque Isle Bikr riding - meet at Sara's Gr i l l  at 11 
a.m. I'icnicat 12:30 p.m. (those not i ~ i t c r c s t ~ d  in h i k i~ ig  
mcct at Sara's). Uring your own fd ancl clrinks. For 
tno~-t* i ~ i f i ~  call 796-3535. 
~ S e p  19-Spaghetti Dinner for Benedict 

House (Buffalo). 5 pni to 9 pm. ''Uish Wi th  Roy- 
alty" wil l  be prcscntrcl by Imperial ( h r t  o f  Huffalo at 

First I'rcshytrrian (:Iiirrch, corner of Wadwsortli and 
I'enrisylvariia Averiuc. 
rSep 20-Luther Vandross and En Vogue 

I'ittsburgli Civic Arena. Tickets (4 12)333-SEAT. 
Sep 23-Bonnie Bitch at Liuie Bordon's (::omr- 
dian (male). From midnight to 1 am. 
Sep 23-2 Girls Alone! at Pie in the Sky 463 W. 
8th. Erie. A p.m. to 9 p.m. 
~ S e p  23-Campus Culture Wars "Five Sto- 

riesAboutPCW WQLN-TV 10 p.m. Fiveco~itoversial 
incidents at univtrsitics c-~ver st~cl i  "politically correct" 
issurs as racially inscnsitivc Ian Tuagc and gay rights. 
rSep 24-26-Journey dthout Maps: Re- 

treat sponsored by Presbyterians for Les- 
bian-Gay Concerns Middlt,firld OH. 11lf0 
(2 161382-0507 
tSep 24-Yom Kippur Services in Buffalo 8 

p.m. at the U~ii tarian IJniversalisr (::hirrcIi, Elmwood at 
Wrst Ferry. I'rcsr~itcd by t l i r  I%uffalo Jewish Ixshiari 
(;rotrp (71 A)X77-6094 
rSep 24 & 25-Psychological Aspects of 

AIDS: Seminar in Lh f f~ l t~ .  1nf0 (716)847-03 15  
rSep 25-Probe on WQLN-FM O n  91.3 FM at 
12:30 p.m.. Michacl Mal1lc.r and 1)ccl)cr FoII wil l  be 
speaking with two rcprcsrntativcs from the crmscrva- 
tivc g r w p  Accuracy 111 Media ab(w t wl i r thrr  br ing gay 
i s  c l i~~scn behavior. A I M  insists that gays can br "cured". 
I'enplc may call in  to cr~rrinierit arid offer i~isiglirs, rio 
personal attacks arc allowed. 
-Sep 28-The Secret of Life WOLN-TV 9-1 1 

p.m. Anilmg subjects explored: gcnc techtinlogy that 
offers hope o f  vacci~irs to SIICII incurable diseases as 

Page 4 September '93 



Published b y  BRIDGES Erie Gay Community Newsletter 

AIL)S. I'art o f a  series abor~t  gcr1r.s that runs from Srpt.  
26-29. 
~ S e p  29-Antibodies: Front Line Troops O n  

[)iscovcry-TV ar 9:3O a.m. .  A look at these suhstancrs 
that fight infection in our hodics; iniportarit in under- 
standing what is ?cling on witli AIDS. 
~ S e p  30-k. Iang on Center Stage W Q L N  - 

'I'V 10 p.m. I'erforrning sclcctitrn> from hcr platinurn 
alhuni "lngenur" inCluJing "( :~m>tatit (:ravingv and 
"Still Thrives This 1,ovr." In stereo. 
-0ct 1 -3-Halloween at Jones Pond At 

Angc4ca NY, gay men's campground. Info(716)567- 
8100. And yes, that is the correct date. 
-0c t 3-Sexual Harassment and Schools ()n 

T h e  Learnin ( :hanncl, check listings for time. 
-0ct 5-kuther Vandross and EnVogue In 

Concert ( XU ( :onvc)cation Center, Clevelanll. Tick- 
ets at 'ricketmastcr (216)24 1-5555. 
Oct 8-Susan Herrick in Concert at Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Erie At  x p.m. at 
the Unitarian Univzrsalist Co~igr~ga t ion  of Eric. 7180 
New Pcrry Highway (Htr. 97j.  Enjoy an tw.riirig witli 
lcsbia~i rccoriiing artist Susan Herrick, who blends fulk, 
jau,  blues, and pt-)pstylcs. L ~ ~ ~ ~ s l + p r - s a i d  ofSusan, "A 
rrmarkablc artist a r d  pcrL)rrrier-orir wr recently cx- 
pericnccd in concert fi)r the first time, and, quite 
frankly, wcw blown away! ... Her lyrics are full ofdepth 
and gracc., her voice teridcr yet strnng, her harmonies 
swect." Sharon Washington d t h c  Washingtc.m Sisters 
says, "The combination of Susan's voice and music is 
rrriiinisccrit ofa warm cnibrace-sootliirigarid crirrgiz- . 3, 

Ing. Kccording artist Kay (.;ardnt,r calls Susan's music 
"( :liaris~iiatic ... healin g... feminist ... unique*!" Tickets 
arc $10. If you arc darining t o  atrc.rid both thc Susan 
Hcrrick co~icert ani 1 L.ah Zicari'h you can huy 
hvtli for $16 ifyou buy a~lvancc tickets hy Scpt. 9. To 
ordcr tickcts in a~lvaticc, send a sclf-aJdrcsscJ stampcd 
cnvclopc to I'ink Sands, Suitc 123, 2 1 1  5 West 8tli 
Street, Eric I'A 16505. Makc clircks payahle to "( :ash." 
Sc~~tirtg is limited, 5 0  ort nolo to re.w-t~c~.your t i tk~ t j .  1'11 t on 
by I'ink Sands I'roductions. 
-0ct 8-10-Womynspace Gathering: A 

Community-Creating Experience At (;linodo 
(.:onfert~nce Crnter,  6270 East L.akc Itoad, Eric. Nature 
hikes, campfire, coopcrativt* activities, and prcsenta- 
tion: "llincr Work and H ~ ~ l t l i y  H~~lati~~risliips". This 
garlicring is opcn tn any I~~shialis who want togrow aricl 
tohuild cc~ni~iiunity wirli ot1ic.r Irsbians; yc.111 nc-dn't  hr 
active with the WI-)niyrispac~-conirni~riity. ( :[)st is.S4X- 
$10 rcgihtratiim, anil the remaining $38 t ~ r  be paid at 

tlir door. ( h t  of meals and lodging included. Make 
checks payable to Glinodo (note "WG" cm the check, 
andenclose a note stating that this i s  for thegathering); 
aridlcn-, contact Mary Louise about some other arrange- 
mcnt. For info call Mary Louise at RW-0614, or call 
( ;litiodo at 899-4584. Some g~~tl~cringp~rt ir ipRnts  nil1 
Ic hending olwr to the Susnn Hcrrirk concert and then 
rowzing bitrk, so you mn do both! 
-0ct 1 0-Student Health and Well-Being 

T h c  Lrarriitig (~liarincl. A look at schocds that are bring 
pushcJ to develo AIDS awareriess curricula. 
-0ct 1 1-~a(;onal Coming Out Day October 
I I is an annual celebration of gayllcshiatilbisexuaI 
visibility, with events plannrcl around the country. If 
you'rc interested in doing so~r ic t l i in~  with the event, 
ritlicr this year or in  the f i~ tur r ,  contact E ( K N  at 456- 
9x33, anil wecan lielp)rougrt in touch with peoplewho 
are cioing things. Watch tlie T V  talk shows arouncl this 
tiriic, since tlirrc's h o u ~ i ~ i  to be a program o r  two that 
dcals witli (:omin 7 O u t  [lay. Also, we'll 
so~i ichocl~ t o  svea i 011 at least one of t /'r["ahly IC local talk , I 

shows. 'llir student groupTrigon will be ohserving this 
clay (hcc next ittm). 

*Oct 1 1-Triaon Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual 
~wareness ~ay%t  Penn State Behrend. Trigori 
is rliz Iesbigay studrnt group at Hehrcnd, and they are 
planning an ohsrrvance of National ( h n i r i g  O u t  Day. 
At this writing. plans have not hecri firmed up. There 
will bc an art exhibit, and Iesbigay artists areencouraged 
to submit visiral art (all media). Artists should contact 
(.:hristrlle I)c( 1 r r . a ~ ~  at 454-8244. More info in next 
mo~itli's issue. For moreinfo, callSue [laley at (8 l4)XYX- 
6164 during office hours M-F. 
-0ct 14-AIDS Forum at St. Paul's Cathedral 

With ILT.  I{rian McHugli of Kl11.1dc Island. At 7 pm at 
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133 Wt.st 6th Strwt ,  Eric. Eurrpnc is invitrd to attetirl. 
Iicceprion follows. 
-0ct 1 4-The International Sweethearfs of 
Rhythm I)iscovcry-TV (check listings for time.) Fans 
of women's music will want ti) catch this highly- 
acclaimed documcnrary about a nlultiracial, all-women 
jazz band of the 1940s. 
-0ct 15-1 7-Integrity Retreat: "Gays, Les- 
bians and the Liberation of Jesus" At (:;litlodo 
(:o~ifercncc(.:entcr, 6270 East Lake Ih~ail, Eric. Kt-trcar 
will be Icd by k v .  13rian McHugh,  openly-gay Episco- 
palian priest from Khodr 1sland.l'opics iliclude"lt.sbiali 
and Cay C:hristian I'ridc", "liagc atid I'rayzr", "The 
True  (;crspcl: (:lairninga Ncw Myth for (::hristianityn, 
and "The Spirirualiry L)cma~idcd of Lcsbiatis atid Gay 
Men for a New Age irf (:hrisrian Morality." For info call 
[lor at 774-0903 
Oct 15-Men's Coffeehouse At Unitarian U n -  
vt.rsalist (:o~igrcgation of Eric at 7 pm. Movcd to 3rd 
Friday o f  [lit. mon tl i  for ( k t o b c r  only to accon~rno~larc 
Susan Hcrrick (.:onccrt. (:heck our the conccrr! 
Oct 17-Pittsburgh Cruise I ' u r  on by I'ittsburgh 
Tavern (;uild. Tlircc hours c.~f boating on a11 3 rivers. 
L)aw.itig, drinking, gocrJ times, cash bar, food. Tickets 
art. $15 and available  low. ((X14)456-3674 (in Erie) if 
you wanr rcr pick up advaricc tickers locally. Tirkrtsniu 
rxprrtrd to br snld out bcfirr thr cruirr. st) mn7w quirkly! 
Oct 26-Depeche Mode in Concert Kichfield 
( :oliseurn. I<ichfihi OH . Tickers (2 16)659-9 100. 

It's not too early! Start planning 
now for Gay Games in New York 
City, June 18-25,1994 and Stone- 
wall 2 5  on Sunday, June 26,1994! 

I Wills, Living Wills, 
Closings & Criminal L a w  

Festivals & Conferences 
Sep 10- 12-Sisterspace Pocono Weekend 
111 the PA I'ocorios. Write to Sisterspace, 35 1 South 
47rhSrrecr 13-101, I'hiladelphia, I'A 19143 =(215)476- 
2424. Music, softball, films, canoeing, arts, merchants, 
dancing, fishing, swirrirnin , twits, cabins, hot show- 
rrs, waterfalls, comedy, an1 f many many It&ians! 
~ O c t  2-3-Richmond VA Gay Pride Cel- 

ebration 
Oct 8-1 8-Pittsburgh International Lesbian & 
Gay Film Festival P.0 .  Box 9007, I'ittsburgh I'A 
15224 (4 12)687-0601) 
tOct 14-1 7-SAGE (Senior Action in a Gay 
Environment) 1993 North American Confer- 
ence in NYC For gay and lesbian elders. This  ccrnfer- 
~ m c e  is f o c ~ ~ s t d o ~ i  helping people in othcr comrnunitirs 
start groups like SAGE. Advice and help will go on 
tlil-ougli rhc years after a group i h  srartcd as well. 
(.:onfcrencc is $1 50 and includes marcrials, food, ctc., 
bur confrrcnce organizers say, "If you can'r afford that 
call us. Wt. don't want anyone to miss the confercncr 
just because of rnnnty." Ask for Arlene Kochrnan if you 
need to talk about $$$. Cc-r~iference will have work- 
shops, filrns,speakcrs, ~itxworking, socializin g...for more 
info call (2 I2)74 1-2247. 
tNov 10-1 4-6th Annual Creating Change 

Conference A skills building conference for Activ- 
ists and Organizers, held in Durham, NC. Contact 
National Cay 8r Ixsbiati Task Force I'olicy Insritutc, 
Creati~ig(:hatige 1993, 1734 14th St.  N.W.,  Washing- 
ton L)(: 20009. ( :all (202)332-6483; (202)332- 
6 2  1 Y(TDL>) 
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On Relationships, or Michael Rants! 

by Michael Mahler 
I apologize for blatlirririg again about my personal 

lifc, hut tlicrc arc some things tliat I have cxpt~ricnctxi 
recently that I fecl point o ~ ~ t  issues we need toconsidcr. 

I was recently at work meeting with the dude who 
handlcs our 4 0 1 K  r e t i r c ~ r i ~ ~ i t  plans. H e  mentioned 
having srtm me o n  T V  a few months ago. (At time>, i t  

S C ~ I T I S  likc t l i r  udds of this s l i o ~ ~ l d  be 50-50,  what witli 
mc being the prcmicr ~ncdia fag of Erie.) Well, lie was 
doing an annual review ofeveryone's policies and asked 
if I waritcd to changc my cc.mtrilwrioti or hewficiary 
"Actirally," I said, "I &I." H e  asked me for the rirw 
bc~ie f ic ia r~  and I gave liini my lover Michr-dl's name. 
H e  then askcd for the relationship, and Isaid, "Spouse." 
I could tell he was a little taken aback by this. Later tliat 
day, I also changed Michral to he  the beneficiary on my 
life irisuraricc policy at work, witli the same relation- 
ship listed. O u r  office manager also seemed a little 
rattled (though she was wry nice about the whole 
thing), and said, "Well, if they call about i t ,  I ' l l  p ~ ~ t  
tlicni tlirougli to you." I ,  of ct.ulrse. had no problem 
witli t l i i b ,  sincc after bil>l>ling witli TV,  radio ancl t h C  

Iicwspapcrs, >o~i ic  i ~ i s u r a n ~ t .  fi~lks WIILIIJ be rather anti- 
climactic. I sh~ruld nirntion that both excliariges were 
relatively cordial arid respectful. 

I later had a conversation with sonieolie who 
referred to Michcal as "niy friend," (a prrscmal u ~ i -  
favorite eupl irn~ism for same-sex spouse or lover) and 
made it clear tliat wliilc it was okay for them to tell nir 
for 10-20 miri~rtes about their spc.~usc, that i t  was not 
welcome to ticar about Miclieal. 

Miclical and I art. pla~i~iirigori liavinga l ia~idfxxt i~i~l  
w ~ . d ~ i i n g  ticxt J L I I I T  wliicli we hope to make open to tlic 
conim~rnity. "Why?" you ask. Hccausc we want to both 
ask 61r our community's support c.~f us as a c ~ - ~ u p l c ,  and 
to support our coriirnunity by s l i o ~ i n g  that Icsbigay 
peoplc are just as capable ~,fforrrii~ig derp and comrnit- 
t e ~ i  relatio~isliips as anyone else. Wc arc p r m d  of ~ 1 1 1 )  

we are, arid we are rather annoyed with the view that 
marly hold ofgay prople (particularly gay men) as being 
con tinual predators, on theeternal lookout for the trick 
du j w r .  

When I paused to think ahout it, I was surprised 
at thC number of gay people in coupled relationships I 
knew. I recalled a conversation ahout same sex mar- 
riage I Iiad a few years ago with two other guys, one of 
whom was gay arid one ofwhom was straight. I was very 
111 ucli for same-sex marriage (surprise!), an d they were 
both against it. T h e  straight guy felt that the only 
Iiistorical reason for marriage was because of raising 
children. (Hninim. In that case, how long should 
Ii~trroacxuals get to produce kids before thcir mar- 
riages are annulled? Should people who are heyotid 
childhearing age or who are infertile be barred from 
riiarryirig? What  about prt,ple who don't want to have 
children?) T h e  gay guy felt that gay people would he 
unin rerested in niimickitig a Iieterosrxual model. 
(Hmm.  Same-sex marriages havrrxistcd in th r  past. It  
sc.enis to work fine in I k n m a r k  & Norway. Maybe riot 
all pcc~plr want to b r  coupled, either gay or straight, but 
some do!) I think that wanting sornco~ir to rely on and 
to he with issomething that many, if not most, human 
Ixings want and tired. 

I t  bugsmewhrn I hear people (especiallygays) talk 
a h o ~ ~ t  "not flaunting our sexual orientation." Take a 
lookat w~-ddingannouncrmr~its  in thcpaper, wedding 
rings ( I I I  fingers. Listen to  hzterosexirals talk about the 
p ~ j p l c  tliat they are choosing to spend their lives with. 
Thinkabout  the tax hreaks arid many other rights that 
couples who happen to have different genitalia are 
airtoniatically entitled to. Why is the hrhavior of one 
group of people labelled as flaunting, wliilr the other 
gr~)up 's  behavior doesn't even register cogni tively? 

I think we cr.~uld use agroup in Eric along the lines 
of the M ~ ~ ~ i c ~ ) t c ~ n c s  group in ( :Itweland, which acts as a 
social group 61r pec~pk in c~)rnrnitted relationships. 
Iicjccti~ig tlic impc.xta~ice of loving the pcoplr we do is 
~ ~ 1 s t  i ~ i  ter~ialized h ( ~ ~ m o p l i ~ b i a .  Tlii~ik almut it! (Karl t, 
ravt, rant, rave!) 

T~nnf;,ntnntes: Yes, Mirhe~ldoes q,rl l l~is nnme thnt 

J I J I ~  A h .  DeeDee F o l l ~ m J I  zuill be nn I'robe on WQLN 
91.3 FM on Snt. Scpt 25th ~t 12:30pm Jebnting tron 

/ J ~ ~ ~ I c J % I T I ~  Arrurnry in MtJid. zuho runnt to try to nssert 
t h t  beincyyy i s  rhossm. Ple~~se ml l  in; roe mulJ use nll the 

su)port roc r1~n get! You nced not cyim.your n~rmc. 
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News Bits 
A judge i t1  New Jcrsry has r t~ led that a lesbian can 

adopt herlover? biologicalchild. This i s  bclievrd to be 

the first such ruling i n  that state. I'aula Etrt,lbrickof [he 

National (:'.ti rcr for Lesbian Kiglits, who srrvtd as co- 

co~~risclor for the two women, hailed the judge's 
drcisicm as "incredibly imporrant nationally." 

"Ir is one c . ~ f r l i ~  few wrirreri decisions o ~ i  this topic 

wlirrc the judge went into great drrail and has walkcd 

through the facts and Irgal rulirigs in r h r  case." 

The rwo wtrnic~i l i ;~vr  hrcri rogcrh~.r for abour r a i  
ycars. The biological n i ~ ~ r l i e r  gave birr11 to a Jauglircr 

cc~nccivcd via arrifical irisernination. 

A b ~ ~ u r  IOOgay adoprirms havc bern grantcJ in  the 
Unirccl Srarrs, most rrquir ing nothing more than an 

order. 

Couples 
The (.:icy ofAtlanta, Georgia has agreed ti.) pro- 

vide bc~iefits to parrncrs o f  employees i n  same-sex 
rrlaric~tiships, as has rlic coutirry of France. 

.rhc Ciry o f  New Orleans ntrw rcgisrrrs couples 

inv~)Ivtd in same-scx r~~latiolisll ips. 

Arts 
(.:c~u~lry cornrnissi~~ncrs i n  Cobb County, Georgia 

havc cut offfinding to the arts because they believe 
that the arts are allowingthc 'kay agenda "to creep into 
their community. Early in August the commissioners 

o f  t h i s  Atlanta suburb (with a pnpulation o f  450,000) 
h3d passrd a resolution condrmriing homosexuality. 

'I-he comniissic~n took rhr action afrer a couple coni- 

plaintd abour rhc acclaimed play "Lips Together, 

T r r r h  Aparr," which IiaJ been performed i t1  (::ohh 
( h n r y .  Thc  play focuses r111 AIDS, anJ many r~frhosc 
who havc [tic discasr arc gay. 

As a rrsulr, r h r  rlicarrr has seen donations and 

mcmbcrsliip applicaricms go up, atid t l i r  gay c ~ m m u -  

niry has comc rogcrlicr in  ari unprccc~ietircd way. 'The 

cc~nirnission's move was criticized by r l i r  Amcrican 

Civi l  Liberties Union. I'roplr For r l i ~ .  Amrrican Way, 

rhr Atlanta Tllearcr (:oalirion, and (irorgia Citizens 

f ix  the Arrs. ('111 August 22, a "Quccr Family I'icnic" 

was hr ld ro protcsr rlic coniniissio~lrr-s' decision; r l i r  
riamr was chosen ro play o f f  o f  the so-called family 

valurs that conimissiotirrs see as being opposed to 
acceptance o f  gay arid lesbian proplr. About 2,000 
men, women, arid childreti showed up. Three bomb 

rhrears were made, bur they all turned out to be false. 

The National Endowment for the Arts will give 
three gay and lesbian j2m f i t i vah  finding that the 
Bush administration turneddown in 1992. The  three 

frsrivals-one o f  which i s  the I'itrsburgh International 
Fi lm Frsrival-will recrivr $17,500. Actress Jarie 

Alrxanclcr has been nominated by I'rt~sidrnr (:linrtm to 

I i c x d  the NEA. 

Work 
111 an effort to become more diverse, the Boston 

Police Department is actively recruiting gay and 
lesbianpoliceoficcrs, as well as minoritirs and women. 

The Los Angeles Police Department has agreed to 
promote and recruit gay and lesbian oficers, fol towi ng 

asuir filed bythrregay officcrsclainiiri~~discrimi~iatio~i 
and harassnwir in rhc clepartrnen r. The  three officers 

won a $77O,OOO srrtlemrnr, and onc o f  th rm returnecl 

r(-) h i s  old job with thr LAI)[). 

Violence 
HAI ITFORI) ,  CT- Two men who rapedagay 

man in Connecticut received the maximum sentences 
allowed under that state's hate crime law. The mr l i  

each were sen tericcd to five years i t 1  prison. The  judge 

t.xpresscd the h o p  that t l i r  scnrelicr wil l  deter other 

crimrs o f  bigorry. 

An apparent serial killer is $talkinggay men in the 
Manhattun. area I'c~licc arc aware o f  ar kast five 

murder vicrims who appear to havr breri killed by the 
silnie man. The  victims' bc,~lies wcrc carefully dismem- 

bertd and dispr~srd o f  in scarrered arras. The Cay arid 

Ltshian Allti-Vioicncr Project has b r rn  distributing 

leaflets ill rllc gay gay cornmuriity, rspccially ill rhr 
areas the killcr appears to frequent. 

Military 
Sharp criricirm by gay and f t m i r i i s t  leaders ap- 

pt,ar\ to havr knocked Gen. Joseph P. Hoar off rhe 

short lihr o f  people beirig considered for appointment 

ro head rIicJoint (:h~rfh ufStaff, They Iiad accused h i m  
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of running one ofthe worst anti-lesbian witch-hunts in 
U.S. military history. Hoar had hreri a comniandcr at 
I'arris Island in 1987 and 1988, during which titnc 
ovzr 200 womtm wcre invcbtigatcd, 6 5  women were 
discharged, arid tlirec wcre irtiprisuried. At this writ- 
ing, I'residcnt Clinton has decided to riominatr Army 
(:;enera1 John Shaliltashvili. 

T w o  rcccntly-relea.\ccl studies carnc to contradic- 
tory conclusions ahout tlir hati on gays it1 tlic military. 
A $1.3 million study commissioned by.the Pentagon 
foundno real basis for continuingthe ban, and astudy 
by an oficcrs group recommended keeping it .  Eigli t 
Democratic srliators-i~icluili~ig Ohio 's  Howard 
Mrt7.~1ibaum--Iiacl urged ( :otigress not to write the 
ban intr.) law until they saw the first report (the liatid 
report). T h e  ban will be dealt with by (hrigress during 
the month of September, arid will probahly be shown 
o n  (-:-Span. 

A Marine Corps order that would have banned 
married recruits a d  Aiscouraged Marines from early 
marriages has hrcn p t  1111 li~.)ld after receiving exten- 
sive criticism. T h e  or'lcr came fr~.)m Marine Comman- 
dant Carl E. Mutiily, Jr.  Some critics intcrpwtcd the 
ordrr as another example of the military trying to defy 
calls for social change from civilian leaders, likr tlic end 
to the ban against gays in tlle militaly. I'rrsi~lent 
( l in ton  was rcportcdly stunned by thcannounccrnc~it.  

FAY ETTEVILLE. N( :-A Fort B r a g  soldier 
angry about Clinton? order to md the military5 gay 
ban openedf;re onpeople in a restaurant, saying, "1'11 
show you about gays in the military." Army Sgt. 
Kenrietli French, 22, killed four and wc:)unclrd seven 
othcrs bcf(.rrc a policeman shot him. His target. Luigi's 
Restaurant, was not a gay cstahl~shmelit, and was 
apparently choseti at random. French was charged wi t l i  

four counts of first-degrce murder and six counts of 
assault with a dcaJly weapon with intcnt to kill. 

Religion 
A gay man who used to be Rev. Jerry Falwelli 

ghostwriter has been appointeddean ofDallas' Cathe- 
dral of Hope, which is the largest gay church in the 
world. Mel Whi tc once g11ostwrc:)tr 51r televangelists 
like Hilly (iraham, I'ar Kobertscm, Jim atid Tanimy 
Hakkcr, W.A. (.:riswcll, and Falwcll. After intense 
therapy, several exorcisms, a div~rrce, arid several sui- 

cide attempts, lie decided to accept his homosexuality. 
H e  anrrounced at his installatiori that he would h r  
leadinga multimediacampaigti against the telcvatigelists 
who, he s a p ,  are provoking a holy war against gay 
pcoplc. "We have gone utidergrou~id and we havc 
people in every one of the religious right's orgatiiza- 
tions," says White. "We're on their mailing list.\. Wc'rc 
reading everything they're putting out. We t111rik the 
words from their mouths tricklr down into violetice. 
Atid when our evidence reaches a critical mass, we're 
going to use the best attorneys in this country t t r  bring 
a class action sttit it1 50 statrs to have it stnpptd. [ )o~i ' t  
misutidcrstand me-wr hclirve il l  tlic First Amend- 
nicnt. Wr believe tliry havc every right to be on tlic air. 
Hut wlicn their hate Isads tosuffcringa~icl to death, it's 
gonr too far." 

[hiring the visit ofPope John PaulII to America? 
Catholic youth, about 250 Catholics assrmblcd in 
Iknver  for a prayer vigil at tllc State Capitol. They 

'at nst asked for an end to the church's discrimiriation ab ' 
gay people, especially gay teens. T h e  gay Catholic 
organization New Ways Ministry bought ad space in 
l ' hc  [klivcr I'ost to publish an open Iettrr to the Pope 
that asked him to "speak words of e r ico~i rag~mrn  t arid 
Iicalitig" to gay youth. T h e  open Iettcr also callrd for ari 
t.nd to official (Ltllolic honiopliohia. 

- 

A Brazilian gay man was granted asylum in the 
U.S, hccausc anti-gay groups in his country had beeti 
huntirig him down. T h e  asylum was granted by ari 
immigration judge, and marks t h r  first time an immi- 
gration juJge has recognized that gays are members of 
a persecuted social group. 

l ' l ic  Lambda Legal Defense and Education fund 
ispresently working on three test cases with persecuted 
gay people seeking asylum h a s 4  OII sexual orirti tat ion. 
I't~rso~is sc.t~king asylum in the U.S. prcscritly must 
provide strong reason to fear pmecccu tiori o n  the basis 
of religion, racr, riatirrriality, political opinion, or he- 
cause of being in a crrtain social group. Immigration 
allth~rritirs do not rrgard gay people as belonging to a 
persecuted sc~cial group. Lambda attorlirys hope to 
change that. V 

-- 
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Book Review Letters 

By Christelle Decrease 
G r r t r u k  lrnd Al lcr  hy L11ana \ol~harni 
(I 'ando~a I1rr\\, S26.50/$14.00 Harper) 

T h r r r  is a m u l t i t d c  of rcasoris t c ~  read L)iana 
Souhami's well-rrsrarclicA. captivating and c.hjrctivr 
acctntnt of the lives of (;crtrudc Stein and Alicr H. 
'T'r~klas. T h e  best rcasori. t l i i~ugh, is that this is a true 
s t ~ ~ r y  about a rare a n J  rrfrrshing occurrencr in modrrn 
times: a life-lung, passionate love bcmvcrn two proplr. 
'Ilicsc two pcoplr also happcncxl to be womrn who 
spent life t ~ ~ g r t l i e r  breaking down social barriers and 
infuriati~ig i ~ijusticcs with J kinJ ofbolic~iiia~i no~iclia- 
lance that offers l ~ ~ a r t c n i n g  cotrragc and cmprrwrr- 
nicnt to any altrrnativc soul out th~,rc. l 'hc struggles 
and triumphs of (;rrtru&, Alice, and their legendary 
r~i tou~.agc of painters, writrrs, and niusicia~is-all 
hungry visionaries, sinccrr artistic prophrts who found 
personal and crrativr frccdoni in I'aris during tlir turn 
of tlir cc~itury-were as vast as thr  universr they 
crcatrd fc~r thrnisclvrs. 

This  is a journry of 11)vr that spantied 39 years. I t  

will make you think twice about tlir cliaractrr anJ  
quality of our own rcl;iti~)~islii p a n ~ i  bring y o u  good 
questions about what true, personal frccJorn i,.  V 

E ( X N :  
Enclosed please find a ,ubscription form and $$. 
Forgive the cash as opposed to aclicck, but I would 

like this ro be an ationynious gift subscription. 
I'lt~ase pat yourselv~sc.r~i the back firr a trcrncndtrus 

job well-done. Your efforts on brhalf of all c~f  us arc 
more greatly appreciated than yc.1~ probably ever hear 
about. T h e  newsletter was a ~ i r r d e d  source of infc~rrna- 
tiori, arid a comfort to many. Thanks for having the 
timr, effort, arid drdicatiori to  put it together and keep 
i t  togrthrr. Krcr.)griizr that thrrc arc many of us "cn~t" 
h r r r  (haha!) that look forward to it, and wrlcomr it! 
And if w r  were able, we'd h r  much more i~ivolved. 
There arc still, unfortunately, many barriers-per- 
sonal and rxtrrnal-that keep niany peoplc away. 
With a conihinedcffort, atid willing, ablcfi~lks like you 
arou~id,  I assumr it woti't be long b ~ f i ~ r c  thosr walls 
come tumbling down. 

Here's to your continued gc.,r.rd luck and success! 
I'lrasr keep tlir additional $$ as a &rnatio~i.Thank 

you! 
(Unsigned) 

T i m r  has come to speak my mind. 
I havr patiently sat back, listznrd and watclird the 

interaction of my communi ty, as it struggles through 
its g n ~ w i n g  pains. I have lieard th r  rxcitrmrnt,  the 
anticipatictn, and th r  cc.~mptaints. Tht. community 
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sounds like a woman cxpcricnci~~): labor pains. She h a 5  

given birth to many nek  cl l i ldrci,  who 'are struggling 

to learn to crawl, grrting little support frnm nldrr 
siblings. Yes, a few brothers and sisters arc offering 

their hands i n  guidance, support. time, energy, talent, 

arid courage. Thcir  hantls are helping us to be rrcog- 

nized as a positivr Force in the Eric community. Hut I 
must wo1;dt.r I ~OW long can t h ~ w  fcw individual5 

sustain tht ircou rage and atalnina trying to achicvc that 

which all o f  u \  dcslrc: EQUALITY and IUS'l-I(X for 

ALL. 
Perhaps we  wed to ask i f  the chil- 

dren that have been horn benefit us as a 

whole. Lets examine somr o f  these chil- 

dren as thry crawl, exploring thcil- new 
freedom: 

Lrtrgur 'If G q  m J  Lrsbitrn V o t r ~ : ~ .  
These people help to kecp us infirrmcJ as 

to the issucs that are important rtr us 

wi t l i i r~ thr  political arcria, wlictlicr at the 

local, state, or frdcral Icvcls. T h i s  i s  
rclcvant to us, not only bccausc we're 

gay, but citizens who have the powc.r to 

vott. (a power rnorc o f  11s should util izr 

correctly). And how c a y  i t  is to be kept 

informed by  reading the frcc fliers or 

pamphlets that LGLV puts c ~ ~ t  firr the 

community. 
/rrtryr-ity. In  tcgrity i s  a (:hristian 

spiritual and support group which offers 

spiritual wisdom, ceremony, discussion, 

and acceptance within thc parameters of 

individuality and spirittral gnrwth. They 

have also l iclprd to raise the. horizons c~f 
snmc clergy and minister>, witin tlic El-ic 

comnluniry, t h r o ~ l ~ h  t l l r ir  t f f~rr ts ofdis- 

cussion Croups and interaction. This i s  
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next orlc wil l  bescl~eduled, but few ask, "What can 1 do 

to help?" The author i s  just as guilty, since she has 

chosen to placeeducatiori as her first priority. Through 
the networking and long hours o f  the few committed 

individt~als, Erie is con~lccted wi th Huffalo, Ashtabula, 

JamCstown, Pittsburgh, (::lcvcland, the world. Who 

would havt, thought? lhidges has also helped a few 

other g roup  spin our of their networking. (;ood job! 

I s  this a positiveorgarlizatirrn for thccommu~l i ty? 1 can 

only ~ i v t .  t h tm  my vote, yes! - - 
We need tostart standing together in  support and 

IOVC o f  each othrr and our- 

sclvcs. Thest~orgarlizatior~s are 

doing rcmarkablt. work which 

i s  benefitting A L L  (;AYS. 
W l r t h c r  we acknowlcdgc i t  

or not, wrarcal l  profiting. Do  

wc 11ot owe ourselves thrsr 

support groups and riiore?Arc 
wc glad to reap the bcrlefits 

frc~m rhc srcds that arc bcing 

sr)wn? Arc we will ing to allow 

tllcsc ~ I l i l J ren  to face when a 
few struggled to givc our ba- 

bies birth? Will w r  givc them 

our hand i r i  help? Surr some 

are hcsitanr to expose rhrrn- 

selves out o f  fear nfloss. Then 
offer them money, confidrn- 

rial timc,c~icouragcmcnt, drop 

them a l i~ icand let your Jreanis 

and ~iceds br heard. They can't 

speak for you u~ilcss you make 

your voice heard! If you allow 
fear to stop you, you can't 

corn plain, and again thr  patri- 

archal socicty wins. I t  i s  the - .  
good for t l i r  ccrnini unity and thr individual, & p r t i ~ i i n ~  

on the level o f  rrligious oricnration. 

BriJycx. A c~~a l i r ion  o f  organizations arid pcoplr 

seeking to nerwork anJ communicate to dcvc.ltrp ;I 

br t t r r  c i ~ n ~ n ~ u n i t y .  Okay, they cancelr~l the fc.\tival. 

What abl~ur r h r  dancrs, r l l r  potl~lclts, and the ncw.\lcr- 

ter, which i s  chis auth's favorite. Thcir ~lanccs rcccivr 

a lot o f  parricipanrs, all who conarantly ask when the 

wish o f  this author to scc cotitintrrd growth within our 

fanlily (thr community) towards tcrgethtmcss. love, 

acceptance, and equality. Unclrrstanding where my 

prioritics arc nnJ realizing others have their priorities, 

I can only hopc that we will rrcognizc we can no longer 
be truc to ( I I I ~ S ~ I V ~ S  i fwe c o n r i n ~ ~ r  to allow ~L I~SCIVCS to 

be rc.jrctc~l, cithcr by  oursclvcs or rhc community we 

clioosc ro fillicri(rn in. I rcfusc to bt- victimized bccausc 
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I was born (;AY. l 'akc a f rw niinutrs and ask yourself 

if you enjoy hiding he l i i~ id  your d ~ ~ o r ,  f ra r f i~ l  of what 

orhcrs might do i f  they foulid out. Our  own fcar s top  
US from going fijrward. How can I ask tc.1 be acccptrci 
whrn I act li kr I'm doing sonletllirlg s in f i~ l?  Just think 

ahout i t .  Wilt you're thinking, think about what 

crrganizarion you'd like to Iosr. None? (;ood, then 

t l i i ~ i k  I i o ~  YOU can give onr o f  them support and h l l ow  

through with action.Arir1 I will do thcsarnc. Words arc 
inspiring, bur our cllildrcn nerd rnort~. 

Tlir SCCC~S that have heen sown arc good and 

fruitful hut the ch i l~ l r rn  growing out o f  th rm 11ecd our 

~io~rrishnient anJstrrngth. Arcwc g11ing to sit back arid 

watch (JlII' cliilJrc~li sturnhlc and fall or wil l  we 1111irc 

wirhin this new conctpt of family. our ccmmunity. 
Wc, as the 1.11cIt.r sihlirigs, must havt one common 

thread (goal) that ~ ~ n s  bcrwccn uh. l ' l i c  strength o f o ~ ~ r  

f;?mily and it5 .\urvivaI lies with every orir o f  (15. 

Abraham I,i~ictrln saicl, "A litrusc clivided against irsclf 

will surcly fall." Havrn't tl iry, the \utriarclial s~~cicry, 

krpt  usdividcd I~)ngr~ ioug l i? ( :a~ i ' t  wt.srrbcyond their 

fcar and lack o f  understanding to what we arc drnying 

oursclvcs? The  choict. is up to every gay individual, 

w l ~ ~ t l ~ t r  brothrr or sister. Are w t  will ing to keep t l i r  

c10ors CIOSI-J or wil l  wc rracli out our hands and l iclp 

our ch i l~ l~ . rn  bring F,QUAI.I'I~Y arid JUSTI(:E tr.1 our 

family and our~c~lvcs? 

(:atlicrinc 

Lrttcrs to the Editor- n q  61: smt  to: PO B m  3106.3, 
Eril,. PA I65Ori-;iO63. Lrttr  rs s h u l d  Lr !yprd. Plrmr 

lintit lrttr',:~ to 300 lonrA. Kfl, ~ v i l l  n n t p u l l i ~ h . ~ u r  n,tvnr 

~oithout your p c r n ~ i . ~ i i ~ w ~ .  V 
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Local News 

Artists! 
Thcrc wil l  be an art cxhibir at Trigon's gay and 

Irshian event at I'enn State Hehrend on (-lctobcr 1 1. I f  
you would like to submit artwork (all media), contact 

Christclle 1)cCrcasr at 454-8244, 

The A1 1)s (:ouncil o f  Eric i s  looking for artists to 

cmtributc. artwork to their calendar (all rndia) .  You 

nerd tior be a professionalartist tosubmit workor have 

i t  accepted. I f  y o ~ l r  wr~rlc i s  accepted i t  wi l l  be photo- 

graphed and fratu red on thc A1 1)s ( :ouncil's new 14- 
moll t l i  talc-ndar, and your name wil l  appear wi th thc 

work. Thr calcndar wil l  h e  sold as a fi~ndraiscr 61r the 

AIDS (.:ou~icil. Ifyou're iritcrcstcd, call the (:c.)uncil at 

455-5492 or stop by their new office at 110 West 10th 

Strcrt. 

AIDS Walk Raises $ $ $ for 
Client Services 

Al l  the plcdgcs aren't in yet, but the AIDS (::c~uncil 
Memorial Walk on August 2 1 collrctrd over $1,200 un 
that day. Hats off to peuplc like (;reg Valiga and 
1)zcl)t.r Foll, who worked hard to get all those pledges! 
There was cc.rvcracr o f  the walk on all rhrrr  local T V  ., 
rirwscasts. And thanks to all thc proplc (staff, vc~lun- 
tccrs, and hers) who ht.lprd make the walk a strccrss! 

LGLV-Erie Conducts Employer 

rungc of i nd iv idua l ,  couple & fami ly  prohlems 

Dale A. Allgeier, MSW, LSW 
(8 14) 725-8504 

Fecs h n d  on 3 > l i d in  fee scalc i 

Survey 
The Ixagur o f  Gay and Lesbian Voters' Erie 

cliaptcr i s  c i d u c t i n g  a ground-breaking survey to 

learn h ~ ) w  marly o f  Erie (:ounty's large employers art. 

will ing to protrct their Itsbigay employees from harass- 

n i rn t. 

The survcy, which asks only two straightforward 

questions, was niailtd i n  early August to companirs 

with approximatrly 200 ormorr cmpl~ryccs.Tlir Lraguc 

asks participants to reply by August 25, and to incl~rdc 

a copy o f  their policy if prc.~tccticm rxists. L(J,V 
sterring cornmittre mcnibcrs agrc.ed to keep the survty 

short, anJ t ~ )  includt~ a stamped rtsturn rnvclopc to 
rncouragr rmployrrs t ~ )  rrspcmd. Members w i l l  also 

con tact any  company which docs not return the survey. 
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Kcs~rlrs wil l  be puhlislicd in the next edition of t l i r  

Erir G/!y Corrrrr~unity Nclvsktto.. LC; L.V-F.ric also ell- 
c(.)urages atiyonc. wirli i~iforriiation co~icerning Izshigay 
anti-discrirni~iario~i policies ar rlicir placr o f  zrnploy- 
rnrnt to contact the League ar 456-9833 or 833-3258. 

Wanted: Gay-Bashing Victims 
L,(;LV-Eric i s  searching fcrr vicrims o f  hatc crimes 

to prepare for upcomi~ig Iol>byi~ig ~f f ; ) r rs.  I f  you liavc, 

brr t i  victilnized in  the lasr few years withi11 thc..\tatr of 
l'cnnsylvania, plrasc c o ~ i t x t  (;reg a[ 833-5258. T l i c  
Ixaguc rrspccts iridividuals' requests to remain anony- 
mous-our goal i s  nor t o  Iiurr r~ ic r~ ihr rs  of the Irshigay 
cornrilu~li ty, bur rc.) find personal cxpcricncc.~ to sharc 
with our Icgislarors. 

Help Fight Hate Crime! 
Y m r  h r l y  i s  ~wcdccl in  the League's post card 

campaign. W r  r i r c x l  volunrrrrs [I) gr t  people to sign 
post cards that wil l  bc wrir to srarcseriarcm asking that 
they co-.\ponsor S11121X. No t  o1i1y i s  chis a great way 
to r i i re t  proplr, h ~ i t y o ~ ~  will h r  I i C l t ~ i ~ i g o ~ ~ r c o ~ n r l i t ~ ~ i i t y  

as well. Wc. can't <lo rliis wirlitrut you! 
I'rnnsylvania has IiaJ a Ilias (:rini~.s Law L)r thr 

past ~i t ,ca& that prc.)trcts otlic-r victinis o f  liatr-rnoti- 
vatcd crimcs, but not gay-I~;rsliing. S1l1218 strks t c ~  

c lnsr  this gap. T'liose iri Srn. Andrczrski's Jistrict 
should b r  awarr lir i s  usually in the Mi l lcrr rk hlal l  
Friday cvrnings. Just think! Y o u  can work frrr justicr 
and get sonic shopping in! Give a call t c >  Micharl a t  

456-9833 or (;reg at 833-3258. Your life could quitr 
literally depend on this. V 

A Christian-based spiritual and support  g roup 
sponsored by the Episcopalian Church that 
welcomes people o f  all faiths. M e e t i n ~ s  are 
he ld  the  2nd  and 4th Sundays o f  t he  mon th  at 
7 pm at St.Paulls Cathedral, 133 W 6 th  St. Erie, 
PA 
Our  mai l ing  address is: Intesr i ty-NWPA, PO 
Box 1782, Erie, PA 16507- 1782. 
For more  information, call (814) 455-0549 

Groups & Organizations 
AIDS Council of Erie 

Lorfitinn: Unircd Way Huildi~ig, 110 West 10th Street, 
Eric, PA I6501 as of.5cprernhc.r I. P ( 8 1 4 )  455-5492. 
6, HOUU: 8:30 r04:30 Moll.-Fri. Artiuities: Himonthly 
~irw.\ lcttrr,  weekly Food I'anrry, Memorial srrvicr, 
Iluddics program, Ilercavc~rirnr grc.)up. (:all fclr niorc. 
info. 

Bridges 
Acoalition ofc.)rgariizatio~is & pcoplr which srrks to use 
~~ r two r l t i ng  anci communication skills to h ~ ~ i l d  a hr t t r r  
community. Also puhlishcs Eric G,?y Cori1ri7unity N r ~ i s -  
I ~ t t r ~  ant1 puts 011 conirnu~iity clancrs and quarrerly 

din~lcrslfovurns. d0I4riJgcs, 1'0 Ilox 3063, 
Eric, 1'A 16508-3063. P(814)455-0549 or (814) 456- 
9x33. 

Committee in Support of Gay, Lesbian & 
Bisexual People 

A comnlittcc o f  srudcnrs, faculty, & administrators 
who ~vork  together to educate, bring sprakc.rs, offer 
films, and address concrrris that rclarc togay arid lesbian 
issues specific t o  the Allegl icny (:ornrnuniry. 
,+"(:S(;LI31', l-lox 186, Allzglit~ny (:ollcgr, Mradvillc,, 
I'A 16335. P I'aulaat (814)332-4356 or Erny at (814) 
332-4375 

Edinboro Gay Oraanization (EGO) . - 
St~~c l rn t  group, primarily social. Meetings: O n  vacation 
til l school yrxr rc.sumrs. Tuesdays frorn 8-10 prn in 
Hrndriclts Hall, Iioom ( ; I3 ((5.) .  4Jrssica a t  (814) 
732-2574. 

Erie Sisters 
Non-scx~ral social suppurtgroup fr)rTV/T'S/( :[I. (;ood 
manners, taste & coninion sense rxpecred. Monthly 
nlrrtincs. ~wwslcttcr, Mcetincs i n  cvrn ~lurnbcrcd 

c. " 
nlonrlls nrc social cvcnts I i c U  at acclpting establish- 
r n e ~ ~ t s .  ( :hanging room providrd. Intrrvicw with a club 
officer requircJ bcfi.)re first ~neeting. ,'Eric Sisrers, 
21 15 West X r l i  Srrrer, Suirc. 261, Erir, I'A 16505 

-Gay and Lesbian Alliance - the Other 
1 0°/0 (GALA 1 0) 

Supp'lrr group for gay n i rn  and lesbians and frirridsand 
family. 0pt.n to publ~c. Meeting: N e x t  isSep 15th. 3rd 
Wcclnrsday of rncmrli at 8:OO pni, call  for sitr. N r x t  

, nivrting i s  Scp 15. weMercy Institirtr, 501 East 38th 
1 Strt,rt, Eric, I'A 16546. Atrn: Sr Malu 4 S r  hlalu a t  

(8 14) 824-2572. 
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Gay and Lesbian Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
Support Group (Jarnestown, NY) 

M ~ c t i r ~ ~ ~ : T h ~ r r s d a y ~  at 7:OO pni arJamestown (:ommu- 
nity (::ollcgc (in (::hautauq~ra rown at the Library). 
8 ( 7 1 6 )  664-5556 or (716) 483-0749 

HUGS East (Mentor, OH) 
Activities, twrnts 8r grrrups for the gay arid Iesbiati 
community o f  Ashtab~~la, Lake 8r (kauga counties. 
Ncwslcttcr publislicd SHU(:;S East. I)(:) Hox 253, 
Mcntor. ( ) H  44060 8 ( 2  16) 974-8909, 

Integrity 
A (.:hristiari-based spiritual and sirpprrrt grc.nrp, spon- 
sored by the Episcc~paliati (':hurch that wclconies people 
of all faiths. Mwt inp :  2nd and 4 t h  Sundays o f  the 
month (7:OOpni) at S t .  I'aul's (.:atlicdral, 133 West 6th 
Strcct. . .~"I~itc~rit) l-NWI'A, I)( 1 Llox 1782, Eric*, PA, 
16507-1782 h ( 8 1 4 )  455-0549 or ( ~ 1 4 ) 7 7 4 - 0 ~ 0 3 .  

Jarnestown HIV Positive Support Group 
4 Jill Johlisori at (716) 664-7855 

Jarnestown PFLAG 
For parents 8( fricucls o f  lesbians 8c gays. Mcers last 
Tursday o f  the mc.m th, call for site. 8 ( 7  16) 488- 1264 
or (7 16) 763- 152.9 

Jarnestown Social Group 
For rncn 8r women. Snioltc 8r alcohol-free. Meets 3rd 
Saturday o f  the tnontli at 7 pi at First U~ i i t a r i a~ i  
Socicry o f  ]anicstown, 1255 l'rcndcrgast. B (716) 
484-7285 or (716) 664-5556. 
League of Gay and Lesbian Voters (LGLV) 

(:onducti~lg survey 011 anti-discrinii~iatio~i policies of 
area employers. 1,obbyitig f i x  PA State Sf31218 (also 
introduced in  House), which wc.)uld i-rutlaw gay-bash- 
i ~ i g .  Non partisall vr)tersgrr.)up. I'~tblisl~csVrrrcrs'<;uide 
for primary and general clcction, voter registration1 
cducaticm. lobbying. illwtings: See schcdulr ur call. 

Michat4 at (H 14) 456-9833. .-*"I.( ;LV-Eric,, 1 ' 0  Box 
3063, Eric, I'A 16508-3063. (4 

Lesbian Moms Support Group 
Support group for lesbian tnonis, co- ~arenrsarid wornell 
inrcrcsred i s  parnititig. Meets 3rs Saturday u f  cach 
morith. 2" 'ucinda Marsh, 214 Walnut  Street, 
Watcrfirrd, I'A 16441. e (X14 )  796-3535. 

Life's Blood 
AIci~)I i~l ics AIIOII~IIIOLIA nlcetings fi'r (;ays and Lcsbi- 
ans. Mrrtings: Sunclays at 8:OO prn,at the AIDS (::ou~i- 
cil, 554 East I O r h  Street in Eric.. (5. 

Men's Coffeehouse 
The Mtm's (.:offccliousc i s  an alcohol &. snii~ke-free 
e~ivirotirncnt with a partici11:ir tlicnic, topic or activity 
fc~rcach rnonrli. Tl icy get rogctlicr on rhr 2nd Friday o f  

each month at 7:OO pm. Meetings: Sep 10 8r Ort fi 
(Ort is rnorwdjoni the 8th to mnkc roonzfir the ronrcrt). 
P (814 )  455-9049 for more info. 

Out & Proud 
Support groLrg f v r  media issues, rhose dealing wi th 
comi~ igo~r t .  P (.)I), 1'0 Ilox3063, Eric ['A 16508-3063 
B ( 8 1 4 )  456-9833 

rTrigon 
Support group f i ~ r  Ilehrc~icl students, faculty, alumni. 
For more info, call (814)866-7387 or /'(.:ollcgc 
Mailroom, Ilox 1054, Rthrrnd (:i.~llege, Statirm Road, 
Erie, PA 16563. 

Wornynspace Coffeehouse 
The Womyn's (::offcchousc i s  an alcohol 8( smoke-free 
e~ iv i ro~ in ie~ i t  for Icsbialis, witha particular tl~crnc, topic 
or activity for cach month. They get tngetlier on the 1st 
Saturday o f  each rnc.rnth at 7:30 pm. They also have 
parties, picnics, softball 8r other activities. Next h4et.t: 
Sep 4 atid Ocr 2. Sally at (814) 454-2713. 

Take Out a Happy Ad!  
For $10, you can take nut an ad to declare y r~ur  

love, wish someone a happy birthday, or happy atini- 

versary, celebrate coniilig out, send congrar~~larioris, 

annrruncc a group forrn ing.. .or use y w r  in~a~ir iariot i ' !  

Ads rnmt have ~ i o  nii.~rc than 25 words arid no 

sleaze, pirh-lcez! Ads are $10, prc-paid, and shc~uld be 

in  by the 20th o f  rhe month. 
Ilecause we wi.m't out anyone, we wil l  not publish 

sc~mecrne's fill1 name unless rhry've already been our in  

w r  pages at t l i r  owli request. 
Send yoLrr ad copy with your check fi.rr $10 made 

(.rut to"E(;(::(.:oalitir~~i" ro E(.;(::N, 1 ' 0  Ilox3063, Erie, 

I'A 16508-3063. For more info, call our Advertising 
I>irecror, Jacquc$m, at (8 l4)455-O549. 

Page 14 September '93 



Published by BRIDGES Erie Gay Community Newsletter 

Community Directory 
24 H o u r  Counseling: 

Saint Vincent ...................................... 452-51 51 
. , 

Family Crtsis ..................... ...... ..... 456-20 14 
Hamot ............................................. 877-61 36 

AIDS Services: 
AILIS Coulicil of Eric, 11ic. .................. 455-5492 
AILIS Community Svcs of Jarnrstown . (716)664- 
7855 
AILIS Factlirie .......................... 1-800-324-AIDS 
National AIDS Hotline ............. I-800-662-6080 

Bars: 
Asbt~buh.  OH. L.eeward Loungc. 1022 Bridge St. 
Erir. PA Lizzic Ilorilon's I'art 11, 34 12 West 12th 
St. 
....................................................... 833-4059 
.................. Silvcr Slipper Lounge, 1317 State St. 

Jlrmrsto~utz. NY ......... Nitc Spot, 201 Windsor St. 
...................................... Sneakers, 100 Harrisim 

C o m m u n i t y  Service Organizations: 
liriclges ................................................ 455-0549 
O u t  and I ' r o u J  (Sprakcrs' l \ i~rcau) ....... 456-9833 

Counseling: 
South Shore (:ounselitig Group ........... 725-8504 
For more info, call Greg ...................... 833-3258 

E-Mail for E G C N .  LGLV, Bridges: 
From ( :ompuServc .......................... 7043 1,1622 
Frum In tmie t  ..... 7043 1.1622@comp~rservc.coni 

Medical Services and  HIVIAIDS Testing: 
Eric Co. 1)cpt. of Hcaltli (STI)  (.:liniclAII)S 
Testing; conficlcntial mit t  anonymous); 2nd & 
Chrrry St.. walk-in ( M o ~ i .  tSc 'Tliurs.. 9:30-7):30) 
......................................................... 4 5  1-6700 

Jamrsrowri Social Grp  .... (71 6) 484-7285 or 664- 
5556 

................... Womynspacc (::offcch~)~~sc 454-27 13 
S tudent  Organizations/You th: 

(.:ommitree in .Support of ( h y ,  Lesbian 8r 
liisexual I'eople (Alleghcriy College, Mradville) 
332-4368 

..... Edinboro Gay (.)rganization (E(;O) 732-2574 
........... GALA I 0  (Mercyhu rst College) 824-2572 

Cay & lLcsbian Youth of Iiuffalo .. (71 6)855-0221 
Indianap~-)lis (;ay Youth Hntlinc 1-800-347-8336 
(Un Jrr 2 1; Available Thu-Sun 7pm to Midnight) 
National Runaway Switchhoard. 1-800-621-4000 

............................ Tccn Horline (4 12) 771-8336 
.................... 'I'rigun (HeIire~id Collcgc) 453-6232 

Support  Groups: 
.................... .............. Eric I'FLAG .. 838-6020 

...... Erie Sisters 21 15 W. 8th St., # 261, Erie, I'A 
I6505 

.... Friends Alike (Oil City) number disconncctzd. 
..... (';aylLcsbia~i Drug 8c Alcohol Abuse 716-483- 

0749 
Jamestowri HIV+ Support Group  (71 6) 664-7855 
Jamzstowti ['FLAG . (71 6) 488- 1264 or 763-1 529 
Lesbian Moms Support Group ............. 796-3535 
Lifts I h d  (AA) Sundays, 8:OO I'M, 554 E. 10th 

All numbers are area code 
814 unless otherwise noted. 

Political/Advocacy Organizations: 
h a g u t .  of (;ay tSc Lehiati Voters .......... 456-9833 

Publications: 
E r ~ e  (;ay (:ommunity Ncw\lctter ......... 456-9833 

Religious Organizations: 
Integrity .......................... 455-0549 nr  774-0903 
Unitarian Universalist (:ongreg. of Eric 864-9300 

Social Organizations: 
Men's ( :offcehc)use ........................... 455-9049 

Providing Grants mcl 
Scholarships to tl~e Gay, Lcdhn 

nnd Bisexual Cormnunity. 

I For informution on applying for grancq, uchnlar~hipn, 1 
nmki~rg donations or rimply gcuinginvolved conulct: I 

The Lambda Foundation 
I PO Box 5169, Pittsburgh, I'A 15206 4121 521-Wi4 / 
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I Subscription Form I 
I 1 

I Address - I 
I I 
I City, State & Zip I 
I I 
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