
w = New CroupJEvent this issue 

5%ts&*#* 
Important Note: Euents k ted  here are sprc~$u~l~gay or 
ofintmst to a Ibt ofk~bigaypeoph. Vyou hAu ofan 
event thatshould be listed hcre,p&asegct the infi to us by 
the 20th of the month. For out of town rvmts, call a day 
or two befire to c m j h  that it u stiU on; m i s ~ k n  can 
occur and circumrtances can change at the kt moment. 
*r March Is National Women's History Month See 
ShowCnse for detai 1s 
w Now Thru Mar 27-PhotoNominalD93 Provocative 
photo exhibit. Subject matter includes gay male, sexual 
minorities &AIDS. At Jamestown Community College, 
525 Falconer, Jarnestow~i. For infoordirections, call (716) 
665-9107. 
u Mar &AIDS Benefit Show crt Nite Spot Bar in 

-. Jamestown MY 1 lpni - 1 am. $2 donation benefits 
AIDS Community Services Jarnestown Chapter - Mar 7--March on Washington Commiffee Meet- 
hg 2 prn at AIDS Council of Erie, 554 E 10th 
Mar 7-Sermon by Metropoiitan Communlty 
Church d LA Senior Pastor Nancy Wilscm At Ford 
Chapel atAllegheny College in Meadville. Brought to you 
by CSC; LB 1'. Seurruleuentsare beingplnnned in around 
Pastor Wilron i visit!See the article this hueformore info! 
x* Mar Ilk-AIDS Council of Erie Meefing between 
Bmrd Members & Vo/unteers & CNenb 8 pm. PIcasc 
attend chis very important meting. Your input is invalu- 
able! 

Mar 12-27 flhu, Fri& Sot) Bpm-Boys in the Band 
Play at Theaterloh, 545 Ehwood, Buffalo. 25th anniver- 
sary production of landmark gay comedy-drama. Tickets 
$l2/$lO for studcnts/seniors.4(716) 832-7320. 
Mar l+W-n-Roll Remembered Concert ,))by 
NorthCoast Men's Chorus at Lakewood H igh School'l-ry 
Out Theater in Cleveland, GH. -@'North Coast 1Men's 
Chorus, 1'0 Box 15 181, C!evcland, O H  441 15. 

a Mar 1 H a r c h  on Washington Committee 
Meetlng 2 pm at AIDS Council of Erie, 554 E 10th 
a Mar 1H iu  Gay Midwest USA 1993 The X- 
Change. Info &apps s ( 2 1 6 )  792-1246 or 5'1 14 Javit 
Court, Youngstown O H  445 15 
a Mar 20-Lesbian Moms Group Mexlcan Night 
Tacos, Mexican snacks, pihatas. Moms & kids. 5pm at 
Lucinda Marsh's ofice, 214 Walnut, Waterford, PA. 
u M m 2 b  1st Annual Gay, lesbian and Bisexual 
Student Organizations Conference Pre-Registraion 
cost is $5 each, same day is $10. From 9 am to 4 pm. 
Several workshops planned. S(216)  972-6851 or 
5'CaylLesbianStudait Resource,UnivofAkron, Gardner 
Student Center Offke #14, Akron, OH 44325-4606 
Mar 20--Lambda Foundation Annual Ball- Held at 
Vista Hotel in Pgh. Cost is $40 for Dinner & Ball, or $15 
for Ball alone. Lambda Foundation profits are used to 
fund lesbigay organizations in PA, OH,  WV.Tickets can 
be ordered by phone S (4 12) 52 1-5444 orat 5 150 Penn 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15224-1627. See artr'ck this 
ksue! 
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Mar 24-HlV Housing Meeting At 6:00 pm at 
Cathedral of Saint Paul, opposite Couithous~ B l k b  
~Monohan at 838-0123 
= Mar 26-28-iesbian h Touch Encounter (ME) 
Weekend "Intensive encounter that focuses on the 
individual lesbian 8: her relationship wl self, wl others & 
wl God." $58 inc room, board & materials 4 ( 4  12) 362- 
2349 or /PO Bcx 362 Pittsburgh, PA 15230 
c r  Mar 27-Rhianncn in Cmcerf J~esbian eclectic 
vocalist at 8 pm at rhc Ford Auditorium, Clcvcland 
Y (2 16) 32 1 -7793 
K- Apr44arch on Washington Committee Meet- 
Ing 2 pm a:AIDS Council fif Erie, 554 E 10th 
a Apr 2-4--GQ y Encounter for Men (GEM) Week- 
end "To help gaylbisexua! men grow from alienation 
coward reconciLiation &debration" $58 inc room, board 
& materials s ( 4 1 2 )  362-2349 or /PO Box 362 Pitts- 
burgh, PA 15230 
* Apr 17-Building Rekrffmships Thai Endure 9:30- 
3:30. Communicate more cffecrively t~ad resolve contlicrs 
over power 8r control issues, jealousy, financial concerns, 
family demands, and sexual desire differenm. South 
Shore Counseling. $5Olcouple f (814) 725-8504 or 
/South Shore Counseling Group, 55 East Main Street, 
North East PA, Dale Allgeier, Facilitator - Apr 18-M~rch on Washington Committee 
Meeting/Bm Voy~ge Party Drawing for raffle, Bon 
Voyage Party. 2 pm at  AIDS Council ofErie, 554 E 10th 
Apr 2 M a r c h  on Washington Don't Miss This 
One!!! Seethearticlein this issue. *Michaelat(814) 456- 
9833 or /Erie March on Washington Committee, PO 
Box 3063, Erie, PA 16508-3063. 
a Apr 25-28-iesbi~n Ph ysidan Conference In 
Washington DC. Held in  conjunction with March on 
Washington. - May 5-Cmhg Out Okay: Group 7herupy for 
Those Who Hare Recenlly C m e  Oot For 8 weeks on 
Wed 7-8:30 pm. Issues such as denial, fear confusion, 
guilt, dating, safer sex, relationships dealt with as group 
determines. South Shore Coutiseling. $20/eve 4 Dale 
at (814) 725-8504 

s May HS & Outs of Safer Sex Making safer sex 
hot, how to negoriatesafersex, etc. 12-3 pm. $15 (sliding 
scale) South Shore C:ounsClmg. f Dak a t  725-8504 
o May 19--Panc~ke Breakfust at Unitmian - 
Unversalist Cmgregalian of Erie k n e f  u LGLV. 

May 2P-Carole & Bren C ~ C &  Performance at 
the Ucitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie. Details 
latcr. =Lisa at (8 14) 734-1358 
t- Jun 54n'de Dance Sponsored by Bridges. At UU 
Congregation. Open to all our friends. 4 Jacquelyn at 
(814) 455-0549 or  Michael at (814) 456-9833 for more 
info or write to Bridges. 

Sep 5--8ridges Fesfival Ar Glinodo Conference 
Gnrcr. DJ and much, much more! 

Gz011ps"qmaO"O"S 
. . 

AlGS Council c4 Erie 
Location: 554 East 10th Street; Erie, 1'A 16503- 
1314.4(814) 455-5492. A Houn: 8 3 0  to 4:3O 1Mon.- 
Fri.Acdm'ties:Livingwith HNGroup: 1st Wedofmonth, 
6 pm. C~ffeehousefSocial every other Fri. Pot-Luck 
Supper (open) last Wed. of month. Also Buddy program, 
Memorial service, Bereavementgroup. Call for more Info. - 

I 

See Mar 10 meeting in Events & Happenings 
Bridges 

A coalition oforganizationswh ichseeks to use networking 
and communication skills to build a better community. 
/Bridges, PO Box 3063, Erie, PA 16508-3063. (814) 
455-0549 or (814) 456-9833. 

Committee in Support d Guy, 
Lesblan & Bisexual People 

A support group for Allegheny College studentslfaculty. 
-/CSGLBP, Box 186, Allegheny College, Meadville, 
PA 16335. =Jill a t  3324368 or Dan at 332-2238. 

Ecfinbuo Gay Org~nizrrtion (EW) 
Student group, primarily social. Mertrrtrngs:Tuadays from 
8-10 pm in Hendricks Hall, Room G I 3  (&). SJessicaat 
(814) 732-2574 or David at (814) 732-4278. 

Enie Sisters 
Peer support group for TVITSICD /Erie Sisters, 21 15 
West 8th Street, Suiu 261, Erie, PA 16505 
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F h i ~ c f s  Alike League d Gay and Lesbian Volgn (LGLV) 
Peer support group for gay, lesbian, bisexual & moss- Non partisan voters group. Publisher Voters' Guide for 
gendered people in Oil City. /PO Box 904, Oil City, PA primary m d  general election, voeer qistntionleduc;l- 
16301-0904. 4Chr i s  at (814) 676-0836. tion. lobbying. Meetiirgr: lstSundayofthemonth at 5 0 0  

Gay andLexbkn AllIcrnce - pm at AIDS Council. 554 East 10th Street in Erie. Ncxt 
fie O h r  1OX (GAU 10) are March 7, April 4, May 2. 4 M i c h r l  at (814; 456- 

P U P  for PY men a d  k d h s  and friends a d  9833. /LGLV-Erie, PO Box 3063, Erie, PA 16508- 
family. Ogen KJ public. Mecthgr: 3rd Tuerday of month 3063. &, 
at8:00 pm,call for site. Nextmeetings areMarch 16,April Lssblan M~mr  S-Gfw 

( 

20 & May 18. /Mercy Institute, 501 F a t  38th SWL Support group for lesbian moms, co-partners and women 
Erie. PA 16546. Attn: Sr Marlene Lehmkuhl 4 S r  interested in parenting. /Lucinda Mush. 214 Walnut 
Marlene at (8 14) 824-2572. Street, Waterford, PA 16441. 4(814)  796-3535. 
Gay and LesMcm Drug & Akdid Abuse Supporl Lye's Wood 

GrouP Alcoholics Anonymous meetings for Gayr and Lesbians. 
M ~ h " % F T h u r s & ~  at 7:00 Pm at Jmestown Commu- Meetingr: Sundayr at 8:00 pm at the AIDS Council. 554 
nityCoUege(inChautauquaroomattheLibrary). 4(716) ht 10th street in &, 
664-5556 or (716) 483-0749 Much on Washhgtm CommMee 

~GidhdihWh See article in this issue. 4Michael at (814) 456-9833 or 
For big men &their admirers. /PO Boix 7048, Erie, PA S d y  at (814) 454-2713. 0. 
165 10-7048 4 T C  at (814) 833-0202. Mm's CMeehouse 

htegriy The Men's Coffeehouse is an alcohol & smoke-free 
An Christian-bad spiritual support group that environment with a particular.theme, topic or activity for 

- welcomes people of all faiths. Meetings: 2nd and 4th each month. They get together on the 2nd Friday of each 
Sundays of the month (7:0Opm) at SI. Paul's Gthednl,  month at 7:00 pm. Hope KJ see you on Much 12. April 
133 West 6th Street. /Integrity-NWPA PO Box 1782, 9 & May 14. W814)  455-M49 for more infb. 0. 
Erie, PA, 16507-1782. 4(814) 455-0549. Trigon (Gamma Beta Lambdcr) 
Shrdulc: Mar. 14--Holy Communion & &cussion; Support group for Behrend students, h l t y ,  alumni. 

Mar. 2 1-Human Sexuality Dialogue;My. &Evening /College Mailroom, BOX 1054, Behrend College, Sta- 

PrayerIPot-luck &continuation ofdiscussion on Inclusive tion Road* Erie* PA 16563. 4(814)  453-6232 

Language. Womynspace C~#eehouse 
= Jarnestown HlV PmtHve The Womyn's Coffeehouse is an alcohol & smoke-free 

s w m  G~WP 
environment for lesbians, with a particular theme, topicor 

4 Jill Johnson at(716) 664-7855 activity for each month. They get together on the 1st 
Saturday ofeach month at 7 3 0  pm. Hope to see you on = Jarnestown PFUG 
March 6 (den t  show; call Jo at 455-1 51 1 ifyou want to 

For parenB a friends of bbians gap. last perform or show your art), April 3 & May 1. 4SaUy at 
Tuesday of the month. call for site. Meeting Dam: Mar (814) 454-2713. 
30, Apr 27 & May 25 8(716) 488-1264 or (716) 763- 
1529 Don't Be Trrustin' the 

= ~ ~ m e d ~ ~ l  sockl ~fwp Luck o' the Irrish-.. Play 
For men &women. %7 Smpson Strecc,Junestown NY 
14701 a (716) 484-7285 or (716) 664-5556. Sage Eueny Time! 
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Allegheny College is looking for members of its 
alumni in the Eriearcawhoareinterestedin the possibility 
of forming a Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Alumni Caucus. 

Nancy W~lson, an Allegheny alumna, prominent gay 
rights activitist. author and Senior Pastor of Metropolitan 
Cornmunlty Church In I m  Angeles, willvisit che campus 
on March 7.6 and9,  1993. She will provide the sermon 
at Ford Chapd on Sunday at 10:45 am. This will k 

followed by an Alumni Caucus 

-m Brunch at noon ford Allegheny 

PCT, p m  Alumniat 558 Highland Avenue 
in Meadville. Shewill also present 
a lecture a part of Women's 
History Month on Monday the 
8th at 8:00 pm in Ford Chapel. 
O n  Tuesday the9th there will be 
a workshopllunch ac noon. 

Ms. Wilson has suggested 
that during her visit Allegheny 

DONT MISS alumni gather on campus LO talk 
O m  anddiscuss the possibilityoffmm- 

ing a Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual 
Caucus. Plans are being made to meet informallySaturday 
evening, March 6 in addition to the other activities. 

Interested alumni should contact Prof. Ernest 
Schwar~  at (814) 337-2307 or write: Allegheny College, 
Committee in Support ofCay, Lesbians & Bisexuals, Box 
186, Meadville, PA 16335 forfurtherdetails.All responses 
will be kept confidential. 

T h e  Wilson visit is being coordinatedby Allegheny's 
Committee in Support of Gays, Lesbians & Bisexuals. - .  
This group is now in its second year ofexistence and was 
formed at thc suggestion of Brian McNaught, author of 
On Being Gey, whose inspiring dk brought a standing 
ovation from a capacity audience at the college in 19'3 1. 
T h e  Commitwe, comprised of students, faculty. &in- 
is tritors, and staff, works to educate the College m u -  
nity co help makeAlleghenyasupportiw and safe place for 
all people. 

ad~ates  - 
B u s i n e ~ s  and Sponsors! Show your s ~ p p r t  awl 

reach Erie's ksbigay comrnwi ty directly! Advertising 
space is now available in thequarterlysuppkment f i r just  
$20 for an eighth page ad, $35 for a quarter pa& ad, and 

- 
lLJomnttymreetory I 

AIDS ~ervice..: I I 
........................................ AIDS Council of Erie, Inc. 455-5492 

................................................ AIDS Fadlinc 1-800-324-AIDS 
.................................. National AIDS Hotline 1-800-662-6080 

Bars: 
Ash~abulu, OH Leeward Lounge, 1022 Bridge St. 
Erie. PA L i i e  Bordon's Part 11,3412 West 12th St. 

Silver Slipper Lounge, 13 17 State St. 
Jamesrown, M Nite Spot, 201 Windsor St. 

Sneakers, 100 Hamisor 
Community Service Ogadzations: 

...................................................................... Bridges 455-0549 
............................ March on Washington Commitlee 454-27 11 

Counseling: 
Li DiPlacido. MS. Private Psychotherapist ........... 452- 

.... S d  Shore Counseling Group (North Easl, PA) 725- 
I Medical Services: 
1 Erie CO. Dqtof Health (VD ClicIAIDS Testing) 45 1- 

1 PolitieaVAdr~~llcy org&Uons: 
League of Gay & Lesbian Voters ............................. 456- 

I Publications: 
.............................. I Erie Gay Community Newsletter 456- 

/ Religious Orgmizatloiu: 
................................................................... Integrity 455- 

k i l l  Organl?atIm: 
Ma' Cotfeehouse .................................................... 455- 
Womynspace Coffeehouse ....................................... 454- 

Student Organizntions: 
Conunittee in Support of Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual 

............... People (Alleghmy College, Meadville) 332- 
Edinboro Gay Organization (EGO) ......................... 732. 
GALA 10 (Mercyhurst College) ............................... 824- 

... Trigon (Gamma Beta Lambda, Behrend College) 453. 
Support Groups: 

Erie Sisters, 21 15 W. 8th St., Suite 261, Erie, PA 16505 
Friends Alike (Oil City) ............................................. 676. 
Gay & Lesbian Drug & Alcohol Abuse 

............................................... Support Group 716-483-0749 
Lesbian Moms Support Group .................................. 796-3535 

.............. Lifes Rlood (AA) Sundays, 8:00 PM. 554 E. 10th SL 
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2%@a 'Events L a d h  6 t h ~ ~  
We would like to thank all the people who have On March 20th, theLarnbdaFoundation will put on 

enjoyed thedances that Bridges has put on. This is part of irs Sixth Annual Ball The Lambda Foundation is a 
how we are able to afford putting out this newsletter. At Pittsburgh-based charitablelnon-profit organization that 
our "Escape to theTropics" dance on January 3Oth, about raises and manages funds for thegay andlesbian cornnu- 
150-200 people showed up to dance and celebrate. [Ed. nity in PA, OH and 
The Island Princess has great gams!] Many people IP W. The 
worked hard to contribute to the fabulous deco- p* gala af- 
rations, the music, & ctc. Thank you for pe L) fair is 
rewarding our efforts! black 

The PotlucWForum was a great t i e -  

and fun-fiUedgec-togetheron Feb- optional. Com- 
mary 20. We had representa- plete evening of 
tives from most of the area @ dinner and danc- 
lesbigay groups and a lot of ing costs $40; tick- 
wonderful input.Amongthe ets for the enter- 
suggestions (some are more dnmentpor- 
long-term than others) were a tion alone 
spe&ers'/media/coming ouc a are $15. 
group (Out & Proud will have Music for 
its first organizational meecing dancingwiu be 
atthe ErieAIDS Councilon Sun- provided by the band 
day May 2 at 2:00 pm. More details Straight Up. The Ball will 
next issue), acomntunitycei\ter with a be held in thcGrand Ballroom of 
large library, a youth group, a Parents & the Vista International Hotel in Pitts- 
Friendsof Lesbians & Gays (PFLAG) group, burgh. The Vista is offering a special over- 
a core of volunteers to help out members ofour night rate of $80 for out-of-town guests. kserva- 
community, alesbigay/friendly business & agency tions should be made earl^. Michaeland Jacquelyn 
directory, a hotline number staffed by members of will be attending from Erie; if you would like to 
our community, greater distribution of info on attend with them call456-9833. Mail order reser- 
Erie events & groups to Buffalo, Pitts- vations must be made by March 12. T o  reserve or 
burgh & Cleveland, and litera- for more info, contact the Lambda Foundation, 
ture racks for the bars. 5 150 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15224 or call 

Upcoming Bridges (4 12) 44 1-9786. 
evente include a Pride 
Dance on June 5 (mark 
your calendars now!) 
andaFestivalonSep 
tember 5. 

3&k m3v 
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Here's the latest on eEom r.0 get Erie area people to 
the April 25 March on Washington. 

A lot of people from our area arc drivi:lg dorm to the 
March in their own vehicles. 

Vamm be rented most cheaply from S d B u i i g e t  
or New GhRend :  both offer fie unlimited mileage. You 
must have a credit cud to rent a van. Ifyou're interested 
in A n g a v a n  down,Sutdon'thavc pcopk to travelwith. 
d the Erie March on Washington (MOW Committee 
to see if they cam match you up. 

There will be 2 Brrs leaving from Erie and Unboro  
late Saturday night (April 24). The bus is from Anderson 
Tours is non-mokng and features a TV, a VCR and a 
bathroom. The bus will travel overnight (this m a s  you 
sleep on the ride dorm) and return h e r  the March late on 
Sunday. Send your check for $37 made our to EGO (or 

Edinboro Gay Organization) to Prof. Jessica Jopp, EUP, 
Faculty Annex 108, Edinboro, PA 16444. 

Efforts are now being made to raise money so thar 
peopkwhoan't afford the price ofthe tripcan attend the 
March. Scholarships of up to $25 will be avaiiable. If you 
on\ &ord the ui p, inform the local March on Washing- 
ton Committee and arrangements can be made to cover 
the fare cost for you. Your requests for assistance will be 
kept confidential, but the MOWcommitte ub that you 
only take advantage of this offer if you really need it. 

fLtFR tickets are being sold for $1.00 apiece; ifyou'd 
like to hdp sell them call Jeff at 455-5492 (Days) or Sally 
at 454-2713 (Eves).Thednwingwillbe held on April 18. 
First prize is a $100 gift certificate from Sun Electronics, 
and 2nd prizle is a dinner for two at La &Ha Bistro. 

People who support the March are encouraged to 
contribute if they can. If you can't make it to the March, 
a donadun wiU enable you to be there in spirit! 

Hotels and motels around DC are filling up, and 
findingarmno&rtimuwill be tough. Ifyou're planning to 
stay o m ,  you might need help finding a place. Srarlight 
Holidays can help you find hotellmotel accomdations 
(call 1-800-343-9334). T o  locate community housing, 
call 1-800-832-2889. Paid members ofthe League ofGay 

and Lesbian Voters might -be abk to get m m d a t i o r i s  
through the League (dl Michar! at 456-9833). 

There will beall kjnds o fga~ / l abha  m p h g o n  
in DCduring the week ofthe March . The scheduk for 
&at week has been printed in the newest issue of the 
March or! Washington's newspaper(theonewith blueink 
and the hading "Our Time Has h e " ) .  This issue can 
be picked up at the bars and lcsbigay organizations, or call 
the local MOW committee. 

For i a t  akvt Bur mp, call Jessica ]opp 
MWF 9- 1 1 am, 732-2574 of fie Area MOW. Michael 
at 456-9833 or Deb at 453-2785. For ~prnafi patiom 
about & Mad, d 1-800-832-2889 (Volunteering, 
Caucus infc, Advertising, Parking, Disabled, Mbying,  
Buses. Vendor, Press Kit, BlackTi. etc) 

Jl@%!us/S*& 
V Want to know more about legal issuaconarninggay 

& labian parents? The Women's Law Project of 
Philadelphia has just published Gay & Lesbian 
ParmnmnngA GutdrtoLrgalf@~ in Pmnsylmtia. To 
order, send $2 for the first book and $1 for each 
ddiuonal copy. Send check or money order to 
P m t i n g  Handbook, Women's Law Project. 125 S. 
Ninth Street, Suite401, Philadelphia, PA 19107; or 
d (2 15) 928-980 1. 

V KudostodwhomadetheFirstAnnualAIDSBenefit 
at the Silver Slipper on Feb 13 such a hit. Theevent 
nised around $680 for direct d e n t  services. Here's 
to the organizers, the bartenders who donated their 
rips. the management of the Silver Slipper, theAIDS 
Council, the performers andsupport peopleandmost 
of dl, dl of you who gave so generously! 

V LGLV Erie is looking for a regional representative. 
Interested parties are invited to contact the League. 

V The .hetican Red Cross is compiling a directoryof 
people & agencies serving H N  positive people1 
PWA's. If you have any information, please contact 
Bzrh llarchal at the American Red Cross, 4961 
Pittsburgh Ave, Erie PA 16509. (814) 833-0342. 
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I Subscription Form I 
I 
1 Name 

I 
I 

I I 
1 Address I 
1 I 
I City, State b Zip I 
I I 
I The cost of your subscriptipn includes the 4 1 
1 quarterly supplements and the 8 single page sized I 

months mailed discreetly to you in asecurity envelope 1 
I for 1 year. Please send this with your check for $15 I 
[ made payable to "EGC Coalition" to EGCN, PO Box I 
1 3063, Erie, PA 16508-3063. Please remember to I 
I support our advertisers! I 

Stll~t??tR%t O ~ % I ~ O S ~  
The purpose of Eric Gay Community Newsher is to 

serve as a voice for lesbians, bisexuals, gay men and our 
friends&families in theEriearea. We wish this newsletter 
tobeasourceofinformation,supportandaffirmation.W~e 
also see EGCNas a vehicle for celebration of the goodness 
anddiversity ofthe le~bian,~ay andbisexualcommunities. 
EGCNis a cooperative effort between lesbigay groups and 
individuals to help our community deveiop and thrive. 

It Takes a Bit  o' 
the CR~ZXL, 

... to put out a publication such as 
this. Ifyoushare our dream ofastrong 
lesbigay community in the Erie area, 
please subscribe or send your contri- 
bution today. Help us fmd our own 
little pot of gold at the end of our 

L -,-,-,A,,,--,-, -I rainbow. Thanks and bless ye! 

Requests for anonymity respected. 

FiEitonizl%& 

We will consider for publication any material which revisions. However, within the pages of the newsletter, 
broadens our understanding of our lifestyles and each articles may appearanonymously, upon request, andstrict 
other. Views and opi~lions appearing in this newsletter do confidentiality will be observed. Ifyou wish to have your 
not necessarily represent those of the staffnor those ofthe full name published, you must send a written and signed 
component groups. n~techat~ivesusper~nission todoso. This publication will 

We will not publish any material which promotes not "out" anyone. 
hatred or discrimination on the basis ofsexualorientation, We welcome and encourage all readers to submit - 
race, gender, religion, age, class, physical ability or any news for publication and co share your comments, criti- 
other reason. We do not support exploitation ofminors. cisms, and positive feelings with us. 

All materials submitted must be signed so we can Materials should be sent to: EGCN PO Box 3063; 
contact the authors should we need to consider editorial Erie, PA 16508-3063. Call (814) 456-9833 for more 

information. 
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The AIDS Council of Erie County, Inc. has endured 
dificult times since its inception-uncertain funding 
personnel problems, poor public image, spending contro- 
versies-bu t the current funding shortfall threatens to 
drastically curtail Council functions unless quick action is 
taken by the Governor's Office of the Budget. 

Bachund The AIDS Councilis partially funded by 
Ryan White funds distributed by the federalgovernment 
tostates hardest hitbyAIDS. In PA, the funding channel 
used to be from the Bureau of H WINDS to the local 
AIDS service organizations. The process has changed- 
the hnds  are now diverted to seven regional coalitions 
which overseeallocation offunding toallarms ofthestate. 
Our regional coalition is the Northwest Rural AIDS 
Alllance (NRAA), administered by Clar~on University. 
Clarion, being a state entity, decided to negotiate a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Bureau (in- 
stead of the usual contract), a move they thought would 
enable them to avoid the six month delay that NRAA 
encountered last year. Unfortunately, because of the way 
this proms has been handled, negotiations which began 
in March of 1392 (for the fiscal year beginning in July, 
i392) have not yrt resulted in  the releaseof$63,000 toche 

- AIDS Council. 
. . ResuhofDelhy As t h ~ s  negotiation process sputtered 

and stalled, the Bureau of HN/A.IDS proceeded to 
d~str~butr  all of the avalable funds to thr odwr six 

coalitions, plus the Department of Public Welfare's Spe- 
cial Pllarmaceutical Program. The additional funding 
llrccssary to fulfiU the Memorandum had LO be requested 
by the Bureau, and must now be approved by the state. 
Despite assurances that the moneys could be released as 
soon as late February, nobody knows what bureaucracic 
hell awaits the request. 

mat You Can Do 'The local lesbigay communicy 
can haveagreac impacton this funding situation by calling 
and wriring their elected officials Urge your Irg~slators LO 

apply ~mmediate prcssure to the Govurnor's OfTicr of the 

Budget to approve the Bureau ofHN1AIDS Request for 
AdditionalFederal Funding (RAFF) sothe theNorthwest 
Rural AIDS Aliiance can distribute critically needed Ryan 
White funds to the AIDS Council of Erie County. Let 
them know that this funding delay is affecting people you 
know and care for. 

LGLV-Erie Efort~ The League of Gay and Lesbian 
Voters is spearheading efforts to ease the AIDS Council 
dilemma. They are in the midst of a postcard writing 
campaign designed to urge increases in Ryan White 
funding and a more efficient system to distribute these 
moneys to AIDS service organizations across the state. 
Postcards areavailableat the localbars and through League 
members. You needn't worry about your elected officials' 
names and addresses, just sign your name and address to 
the cards and return them to the Irague. LGLV will 
address and mail them for you. 

Calling your legislators or writing letters are much 
more effective ways of dealing with them. The League is 
available to guide you in your contacts. Ifyou don't know 
who your legislators are, or would like a sample letrer to 
send, call the League for help. The above-mer~tioned 
postcards are also available for distribution to friends and 
family. You can contact the League at 833-3258 (days- 
Greg) or 456-9833 (anytime-Mike). 

C o n ~ c a  
Governor Casey-Action Line (717) 783-1 198 
Sen. Buzz Andraeski; 200 West I I th Street; Erie PA 
16501; 4524783 
Rep. Linda Bebko-Jones; 460 East 26th Streer; Erie 
PA 16504; 459-1949 
Rep. I d o  Cappabiancs 12 16 West 26th Street; Erie 
PA 16508; 453-7639 
Rep. Karl Boyes; 4602 I'each Street; Erie PA 16509; 
868-5489 
Rep. T o m  Scrimenti; 9 West Main Street; North East 
PA 16428; 725-8664 
Rep James Merry; 51 1 East Main Street; Girard PA 
164 17; 774-8604 
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