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The Kozloff Years
By Kim Bower-Spence

The average

president of a

public college

or university is

a 56-year-old

white male who
has been leading

his institution for

less than seven

years, according

to the College

and University

Professional

Association

for Human
Resources.

As she moves

toward her 1 1 th

anniversary, BU's

1
6^^ president

is anything but

"average."

When Jessica Sledge Kozloff arrived at

Bloomsburg University 10 years ago, she

found a campus that resonated with her

own values.

The Bloomsburg University president had

always been student-focused, with much of

her research and writing centered on how

to fully integrate the undergraduate student

experience. Bloomsburg University offered

just the college tradition she was seeking:

an enrollment made up mostly of students

ages 18 to 23, and a faculty that valued

teaching and nurturing students.

"I never had the feeling that I was riding in

here like a savior to grab us out of the jaws

of disaster," says Kozloff, previously vice

president for academic and student affairs

for the State Colleges of Colorado. "I came

to a place that was already vevy good. What

really excited me was that the faculty and

staff wanted to make it even better."

Challenges to opportunities

In her first convocation speech, in August

1994, the president outlined challenges she

believed Bloomsburg needed to mold into

opportunities, challenges that remain in

focus today.

Finances. In 1994, the university

depended on state appropriations for 60

percent of its budget; now it receives

just 40 percent. Always struggling with

state funding, the university mounted

its first comprehensive capital campaign

in 1998. Officials initially thought they

might collect $8 million; eventually,

$17 million flowed from private

sources.

Effective, efficient management also

kept the university humming while

other institutions experienced faculty

and staff cuts, particularly in the last

three years. "We have lived through

significant fiscal challenges since 9/11,"

Kozloff says. "Through the economic

fallout, the university managed to

persevere and continue investment."

Although enrollment dropped in the

early 1990s, it rebounded and helped

resuscitate revenues, Kozloff says.

"Now we get around 7,500 applicants

for 1,300 positions."

"We also have dramatically increased

the number of grants that our faculty

get," Kozloff adds. That enables labs to



be stocked with scientific equipment and

materials BU couldn't otherwise fund.

Meeting society's needs. When Kozloff

came to BU, the pubUc did not see higher

education as an entity that contributed

solutions to society's most vexing

problems. Kozloff wanted to change

that image, defining Bloomsburg as an

institution that invests in programs the

state and community deem valuable.

She points to several accomplishments:

- The College of Science and

Technology. "One of the major

challenges for higher education and our

economy in general, is the poor showing

of our high school and college graduates

in math and science," Kozloff says.

"Higher education needs to address this

issue."

To focus efforts on math and science, the

university created the College of Science

and Technology, fomierly part of the 22-

department College of Arts and Sciences.

"It's difficult for students to do well in

this economy, regardless of their specific

job, if they don't have basic math skills.

Meaningful jobs require the kind of

analytical reasoning one learns in the

sciences," Kozloff says.

Faculty in BU's teacher education

program work closely with math and

science faculty to train tomorrow's

educators in these fields. "We have

a great opportunity to help prepare

the teachers who will help students,

especially in the elementary grades,

develop a comfort level and even a love

for math and science."

- Doctorate of clinical audiology.

Bloomsburg's first doctoral program saved

one of the nation's best graduate programs

in audiology, the president says. Jointly

delivered under the auspices of Indiana

University of Pennsylvania, the only

university in the Pennsylvania State System

of Higher Education authorized to grant

doctorates, the program resides solely at

Bloomsburg.

"It gives another of those signals that we
have faculty and facilities that meet the

very highest standards," Kozloff says

- The College of Business's recent

accreditation by the Association to

Advance Collegiate Schools of Business.

"We've proven through a rigorous external

validation process that we are among
the best," she says. "And, of course, for

our students and our alumni, the value of

their business degree has just increased

exponentially. It will also be a wonderful

recruitment tool."



Improving the undergraduate

experience. Kozloff's own

graduate studies in political

science included environmental

planning and how one's

sun-oundings impact the sense

of place and community. So it's

no coincidence the last 10 years

have seen more new construction

and renovation than any other

10-year period in university

histoiy. "What we have done

to the physical infrastructure is

nothing short of astonishing,"

the president says, citing a "laser

beam focus" on improving the

teaching and learning experience.

Kozloff points to transformation

of the old library to the Student

Services Center. "That building

to me is symbolic of so many

things," she says.

This one-stop shop for academic

advising, registration, financial

aid and tutoring focuses on

student needs. And the university

accomplished the $4 million-plus

task without state funding, relying

instead on its capital campaign

and $2 million trimmed from its

operating budget.

Students also live in new, safer

residence halls, and can choose

to live in learning communities

of like-minded peers. They

can study in a new Andruss

Libraiy and work out in a new

Student Rec Center. What was

a dark, gloomy dining facility

in Scranton Commons now
welcomes students and faculty to

a bright, aiiy space.

The university added muscle to

the new College of Science and

Technology with an addition to

Hartline Building. "You have

to give the faculty the kind of

facility they deserve," reasons

Kozloff, who before coming

to Bloomsburg taught college

courses in addition to her

administrative duties.

Citizen students

Inviting, practical buildings and the best

programming foster a student culture

centered on moral and intellectual

development, Kozloff believes. Her interest

in the "whole student" explains her passion

for another recent project.

hi spring 2004, she took a sabbatical to

serve as a presidential consultant to the

American Democracy Project of the

American Association of State Colleges

and Universities. The project involves 166

campuses united in finding ways to ignite

student interest in civic involvement.

"I'm very concerned about the issue of the

responsibilities of citizenship, the growing

withdrawal ofAmericans from the political

process, the polarization of our counti7 and

the lack of 'civil discourse' in elections and

even in discussions among people about

important policy issues in our country,"

says this political scientist. "We have a

responsibility to provide experiences that

help our students become engaged citizens,

to be informed voters, to care about their

communities."

The American Democracy Project promotes

character development and critical thinking,

she believes. She notes that BU students

are already civically involved, citing tens of

thousands of hours of community service

perfomied each year.

She's particularly proud of the Community

Government Association's acquisition and

demolition of the former Sesame Street

Apartments. CGA-owned Honeysuckle

Apartments will open for fall 2005 on the

same site.

"The safety of off-campus housing remains

one of our primary concerns," says

Kozloff, remembering students who

have perished in off-campus fires during

her tenure. "Our student government

association stepped in and bought

an eyesore and problem area in the

community. The CGA project really

raises the bar for off-campus housing."

Beyond Bloomsburg

As president, Kozloff has represented

Bloomsburg University far beyond

Pennsylvania's borders. Any national

honor or appointment recognizes the

university as well as her, she emphasizes.

Kozloff currently serves as a

commissioner of the Middle States

Association Commission on Higher

Education, the accrediting body for

several states in the Northeast. And she

is a member of the board of directors of

the American Association of Colleges

and Universities, a Washington-based

organization that represents more than

400 colleges and universities.

She attributes her appointment to two

terms on the Division II Presidents

Council of the National Collegiate

Athletic Association to Bloomsburg's

reputation as one of the best programs

in the division. "Not just because we

win," she quickly adds. "We're known

as a place that really models the Division

II philosophy that athletics is another

dimension of student development.

Our athletes are students first, athletes

second." She helped guide reforms

to NCAA's organization and policies

to redefine the role of intercollegiate

athletics.



The Kozloff Years

Just last August at the Russian Finance

Academy in Moscow, as she handed

diplomas to exchange students

who studied in Bloomsburg, she

accepted her own honoraiy doctorate.

She's also traveled to Israel, China,

Hungary, Mexico, Italy and Austria

on educational missions. "Fve had

so many opportunities as president

of this university. I feel an ethical

responsibility to give back as much as 1

can."

Looking ahead

"I see the university in a position to

really again enrich, enhance who we
are. And we're in a position where we
can start making strategic investments

in a number of areas," Kozloff relates.

That includes selectively adding new
academic programs, more professional

development for faculty and staff, plus

more renovation and construction.

Kozloff stresses that she never intended

to use her presidency at Bloomsburg

as a stepping stone to another position.

"1 always had the desire to make my
first university presidency my last

one. 1 don't believe any organization

can continue to improve unless it has

a sense of continuity. That's one of

the most important responsibilities of

leadership: to provide a stable vision."

When retirement comes, she wants to

know she left the university an even

stronger place than she found it. "The
real job of an administrator is to create

an atmosphere where faculty can do

their work," she continues. "There are

still opportunities to improve the quality of

the educational experience at BU. I can't

think of a better place or a better group of

people to enlist in this important endeavor."

Kim Bower-Spence is a freelance journalist

from Berwick, Pa.
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Camp Victory Student Organization
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ON APRIL 22, 2002, HE CC'URT OF COMWION PLEAS OF

COLUMBIA COUN- ". ENTFRcrT A PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

LIMITING OUTDOO SOCL\L GOTHERINGS AT tHE SESAME

STTiEET APARTMtMT COT/IP'.FX LOCATED AT FIRST STREET

AND HONEYSUCKll V AN'-, IN i t TOWN OF BLOOMSBURG
AND RESTRICTING THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC

BEVERAGES THERON. ^^OLAT'ON OF THE PRELIMINARY
'

INJUNCTION MAY REstf" IN A FINDING OF CONTEMPT OF

COURT AND THE I JU-x^^TlON '.F FINES AND IMPRISONMENT.

COPIES OF THE INJUIJC'rV'/,RE AVAILABLE AT THE

HEADQUARTERS OF THE fiflN OF BLOOMSBURG POUCE

DEPARTMENT.
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Michael D. Hofcr

Congratulations Mike!

We wish you a happy and successful future.

All Our Love,

Mom, Dad, & Chris

Pam Lillic

Congratulations! !

!

We are so proud of you.

Love,

Mom, Dad, Frankie, Keith, and Pretzel

Deb Christoffel

Congratulations Deb!

You should be proud of what you have accomplished. We are

proud parents. You are a beautiful, bright, capable young

woman with an exciting future.

Always know that we love you very much.

Mom & Dad

Gerard Miles

Congratulations

!

We're so proud of you. We wish you success in your future.

Love,

Mom, Kathleen, Kevin, & Bill

Christine C. Brocfe

We have great pride in all your hard work, and the wonderful

person you have become. We wish you much success as you

continue to pursue your dreams and goals in graduate school.

May you always have health, peace and happiness.

Love,

Mom, Dad, Frankie, & Laura

Robert William Ealey
The business world has been missing something very

special... you! You make us so proud Rob! Enjoy your cup of

success!

Love,

Mom & Dad
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Jaclynn A. Cirino

We couldn't be prouder! We all love you! You will be a great

teacher!

Love,

Mom, Dad, Frankie, Tonie, & Rob

Nadine Chifulini

In the past few years you have worked

very hard to reach your dreams. Soon that

dream will come true and your career as a

nurse is about to begin. We hope all your

dreams come true, because you are very

special to us.

Love,

Mom, Dad, &Greg

You ve come a long way, Baby!

To Kate Wright

We are so proud

of you and your

accomplishments.

Congratulations

from Mom, Dad,

Tori, and Colin
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Laura Marnin

Congratulations!
We wish you continued success as you pursue

your dreams. We are very proud of you.

Mom & Dad

Tiffany E. Partlowe

To God be the glory for this thing he has
done. We are so proud of you and we love

you!

Mom, Dad, Mom Gwen, Lavinya, Eric, Lashay, Nassir &
A.L.H.F.C.

Sharon Marie Cabana

Sharon, you never cease to

amaze us! We are all so proud
of all you've accomplished. Your
determination through adversity

is admirable but unsurprising

because of the wonderful woman
you have become. Best wishes as

you continue your journey to your
doctorate!

Love,

Dad, Mom,
Leiane, Michele, Steve, Andrew & "Zorie"

Gregory V. Pompei

You've had four of the best years of

your life at Bloomsburg University.

Cherish the memories and we
know you will be back for many
Homecoming Days. You've done
so well both academically and
athletically. We are so proud of

you; we're "bursting" with pride!

The best is still left to come from
"POMPS."

Love you forever.

Mom & Dad
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Joshua Krebs

A genuine, kind, talented son, brother, grandson,
and good friend to so many. We are so very proud

of you!

Your Family

Jeena A. Hamme

Jeena,

You did it!! We are so proud of you!!

Congratulations!

!

Love,

Mom & Dad

Ashley McKee Derr

We love you and are very proud of you!

Mom, Dad & Cy

Carissa Sipinicb

You need to know that as you have begun reaching for your

dreams, you've more than fulfilled ours. The little girl looking

over her shoulder with curiosity and wonderment can now
look forward as a college graduate with well deserved pride

and accomplishment, more curiosity and wonderment.

Many years from now when you're slowly flipping through

and reflecting on the pages in this book, this is our wish for

you: No matter which path you took from here, may you

have been blessed with a life of pure-hearted contentment

and peace of mind. This is a true meaning of success and

a testament to all you have learned and embraced on your

journey.

With incredible love and pride for you. Mom & Dad

•#

Ellen

the sunshine of our lives.

You've given us

Joy, laughter, smiles.

You are appreciative.

Creative, insightful.

An encourager,

A bargain hunter, a blessing.

The voice of reason.

Walk in the Light and

Shine, Ellen, shine.

We love you!
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Ryan Alderfcr

Congratulations on earning your
college degree.

Way to Go!
I'm proud of you!

Love,
Dad

Michelle J. Kawa

Words cannot express
how proud we are of
you! Keep smiling
your future is bright.

Love always,

Mom & Kevin

Dawn Marie DiBella

From the moment you came into our lives

we knew you were special. We are so proud
of you and admire you for all you have
accomplished and for who you are. You

make a difference and bring a smile to every
life you touch and you've touched so many.
Congratulations and best wishes for success
and happiness. God bless you always. We

love you!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Joey, & Danny

Kelly G. Bryant

Dear Kelly,

Congratulations to a

wonderful daughter. You
have made all of us very

proud. You have consistently

been conscientious and a

hard worker, while managing
to maintain your sweet

personality. May God bless

you in all of your endeavors
and always remember that we
love you and we're grateful

that God has blessed us with
you.

Love,

Mom & Dad

Dear Bugh,

I am very proud of all your
accomplishments, but more
so of the person you have

become. Always remember,
whether you're ridding the

world of diseases at some
prestigious institute or

pushing a shopping cart

around the neighborhood
while yelling at people I can't

see, it will always be an honor
to call you my sister

Love forever and always
(no matter what).

Your brother Mark
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Congratulations!

Senor Fred

\ and

y^ Senorita

Megan!

Amanda M. Adzema

Way to go Mandy! We are all so
proud of you.

You have achieved your goals in

the past four years; just like we
knew you would.

We know you will do well

wherever you may go.

Good luck, love, and success.

Love,

Mom & Dad

Lynn M. Renner

It's been four years since we waved good-bye to you outside of Lycoming
Hall. It was sad saying good-bye to our "kid" that day.

We knew as a child, you were gone, but now, four years later, look at you!

You have taken those years and molded yourself into a bright vibrant

young woman armed with the confidence that knowledge brings- ready
to do whatever you want to.

We are so proud of your accomplishments at Bloomsburg.

You have surpassed all our expectations and then some.

Congratulations Lynn!

Love,

Mom & Dad
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Stephanie Ann Murray

Congratulations Stephanie!

Your 3 years and determination and hard

work brought you to 2005 graduation. The

entire family and your friends are beyond

"proud'of you! You are an exceptional

young lady with a very bright future. I am
so very lucky and proud that you are my

daughter.

I love you,
Mom

Jennifer M. Petro

LOOKOUT WORLD HERE I COME!!!

CONGRATULATIONS JENNY!!!

WE LOVE YOU JEN JEN,

Dad, Ann, Jamie, Jessie, Sam & Weston

Michael E. Burfehart

We love you Mike!
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Danielle Monique Edwards

To God be the glory for the great things he has done for you.

We are so proud and blessed to have you in our family, and to see how God has blessed you.
We love you! Always remember what Proverbs 3:5 says. "In all ways acknowledge him and

he shall direct thy path."

Love always.

Mom, Mom-Mom, Pop-Pop, Aunt Sonya, Earl, Neil, Uncle Champ, Aunt Tracey, Alexis, Kirk III & Tamara

192



James J. Kofsfeic Jr.

To our James,

Congratulations on your bi^ day!
The time has gone by so quickly,
and we are so proud of all you

have accomplished.
Best wishes for a great future to
our wonderful son and brother.

Love,
Mom & Dad, Melanie & Stephen

Kathehne Wilkens

She's a butterfly, pretty as the crimson sky

Nothing's ever gonna bring her down
And everywhere she goes

Everybody knows she's so glad to be alive

She's a butterfly

Like the purest light in a darkened world

So much hope inside such a lovely girl

You should see her fly, it's almost magical

It makes you wanna cry, she's so beautiful

God bless the butterfly,

give her the strength to fly

Never let her wings touch

the ground (Martina McBride)

Congratulations Kate

We are so proud of you.

Love,

Mom, Dad, Megan & Nathan



Ryan Kelty

Ry,

Eagles we are not, but we can still fly.

Our imaginations become out wings.

The magnificent eagle is still just an eagle,

but we can soar as high and as far as our aspirations take us.

I am so proud of you. Keep up the Eagle's spirit; you have been one for 22 years.

My unconditional love.

Mom

-
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"Create the highest, grandest vision possible for your life

because you will become what you believe." ~ Oprah Winfrey

From Abington High to Bloomsburg University.

You Made It! Can't wait to see what's in store for vou!

Onward and Upward!

Congratulations Girls ! !

!

Love,

The Leonards and The Quirais
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When time and space ever seem too long or too wide, you can always meet at the comer of Anzac and Clemens.
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Jennifer Lynn Musico

Life is an adventure- HAVE A GREAT LIFE!

With all our love and great pride, we wish you health, happiness and
great success in everything you endeavor now and always; especially

whenzdays!

Mom & Dad, Nana, Lori & Joseph, Joacqui, Erik & Sophia, Barry, Naomi & David, Katie, Shampoo, Murray & Lexi I

Congratulations!
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Lauren M. Young

From the day you were born you have been

a constant joy. You have always made us

proud. Your hard work and dedication is

finally paying off as you are now a

"college grad."

Congratulations, with all our love.

Dad & Mom

We are proud of you!

Robin Jan Tracey
Congratulations!

Another great milestone. God bless and

guide your future. We are so proud of you.

Love,

Mom, Dad, Noelle & Tina

Alisa A. Badolato

At 3 years old you were daddy's sweetheart and at 22 you still are!

You have made me proud!
I love you!

Dad

Awesome
Loving
Independent
Sweet
Accomplished

• JTff
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Angle A. Ofeaily

To our Daughter Angle "sookar:"

Faith helped you succeed and can take you to a bright future. God has blessed you with strength and the ability to shine brightly In his world.

May God continue to bless you with all the good things you deserve. Congratulations!

Love.

Mom & Dad

Dear Sister:

You should be very proud of yourself and of all you have accomplished. You are someone who deserves the good things that happen... and I

have a feeling that there are a lot of more good things in store for you. Congratulations! Hey, the sky is the limit.

WAGDY

To our granddaughter Angie:

It takes a lot of planning and a lot of hard work too. it takes a lot of persistence-dedication to make a dream come true. And now that you have

achieved this goal, may you go on from here to more success and happiness with every coming year. Congratulations Angie!

"Those who achieve success are those who take a dream and make it come true."

Our blessing and love.

Grand Ma & Grand Pa
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Billie K. Finch

Wishing you much happiness and success!

Remember, success is a journey-not a destination.

Enjoy the ride!

Love,

Mom & Dad

Janet Dunn
Dear Janet,

It gives us all great pleasure to be able to enjoy this

Gradutation Day with you, and to see the great strides you

have taken to this day. Your perseverance and hard work

has shown in your remarkable achievement. We all wish you

a wonderful and successful future!

With all our love.

Mom, Dad, Jack, Maureen, TJ, Pop, family & friends

CONGRATULATIONSil

CLASS of Wi&

HERFF JONESiTEARBOOKS
wsm '

Marc Angcio Deluca

Marc it seems like only yesterday

you walked through the door of

your dorm. Now as the doors
close at Bloomsburg and you have
reached your goal of graduation
you can be very proud. Bring that

wonderful wide grin smile of yours
to your new adventures in life. We
are so proud of you and you are the

sunshine of my life!

Love,

Mommy, Jodi & Terese
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